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agricultural areas in northeastern 
California, the Central Valley from 
Red Bluff to Bakersfield, and the 
Suisun Marsh.

The majority of California’s win-
tering duck population originates 
from breeding areas surveyed by 
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
(USFWS) in Alaska and Canada, 
and these results should be avail-
able in July. CDFW survey informa-
tion, along with similar data from 
other Pacific Flyway states, is used 
by the USFWS and the Pacific Fly-
way Council when setting hunting 
regulations for the Pacific Flyway 
states, including California.

The federal regulation frame-
works specify the outside dates, 
maximum season lengths and 
maximum bag limits. Once CDFW 
receives the USFWS estimates and 
the frameworks for waterfowl 
hunting regulations from the US-
FWS, CDFW will make a recom-
mendation to the Fish and Game 
Commission regarding this year’s 
waterfowl hunting regulations.

Florida
Conservation 

organizations team up 
for quail

The Florida Fish and Wildlife 
Conservation Commission (FWC) 
at its meeting today near Tallahas-
see announced a partnership with 
three other conservation organiza-
tions to help the northern bobwhite 
(quail) and youth shooting pro-
grams in Florida and Georgia.

The four partners are the FWC, 
the Georgia Department of Natu-
ral Resources “ Wildlife Resources 
Division (GADNR), Quail Forever 
and Tall Timbers Research Station 
& Land Conservancy.

All four organizations have 
signed a memorandum of agree-
ment pledging that they will each 
provide mutually beneficial sup-
port to a project called the Florida/
Georgia Quail Coalition, whose 

goal is to enhance, promote and 
conserve quality habitat for north-
ern bobwhite and to promote and 
support youth shooting sports 
programs and education.

The term of the agreement is for 
three years, and the four organiza-
tions each will appoint one autho-
rized representative to serve on the 
Coalition’s steering committee.

Quail Forever will provide one 
shared, full-time-position employee 
and one part-time-position staff 
member. The organization also is 
charged with providing funding 
to establish, manage and monitor 
quail populations and habitat on 
public and private lands in Florida 
and Georgia and to work with 
the Coalition to increase youth 
hunting opportunities on some 
of these lands once adequate bird 
populations and habitat have been 
restored. Also, Quail Forever is 
to provide funding from its local 
chapters to help pay the cost of 
youth shooting sports programs 
and scholastic shooting teams.

“Being a Georgia native and 
having been raised in a family that 
respects our upland hunting tradi-
tion, I am eager to see the positive 
effects that will be generated by 
this landmark partnership,” said 
Talbott Parten, Quail Forever ’s 
regional representative for Georgia 
and Florida. “Knowing the commit-
ment of the partners involved, it is 
my, and Quail Forever’s, firm belief 
that in the years to come, future 
generations of Georgia and Florida 
outdoorspeople will be able to look 
back at this partnership as a pivotal 
moment for the conservation of the 
bobwhite quail in the Southeast.”

The responsibility of Tall Timbers 
Research Station & Land Conser-
vancy is to serve as the fiscal agent 
to receive and disburse money 
provided by local Quail Forever 
chapters to pay for approved Co-
alition quail habitat projects. The 
Coalition enhances efforts of the 
Upland Ecosystem Restoration 
Project (UERP), which is housed at 
Tall Timbers. For more information 

on UERP, visit http://TallTimbers.
org/gb-UERP.html. Tall Timbers 
also agrees to house both Coalition 
employees by providing them office 
space and administrative support 
at its facility, north of Tallahassee.

“Coalition activities will energize 
restoration efforts by our agency 
partners in Florida and Georgia and 
hold great promise to recover quail 
populations and other grassland 
birds on public lands,” Tall Timbers 
President/CEO Bill Palmer said.

Both states’ wildlife and conser-
vation agencies have similar duties 
and responsibilities as outlined 
in the agreement. The FWC and 
GADNR are charged with provid-
ing leadership for youth shooting 
sports and quail habitat projects, 
and for the planning, implementa-
tion, monitoring and auditing of 
such projects and events.

“Only through collaborative 
efforts like the Florida/Georgia 
Quail Coalition will we be able to 
reach our conservation goals of 
more substantial habitat restoration 
for bobwhite quail and all species 
that depend on early successional 
habitat,” said GADNR’s Wildlife 
Resources Division Director Dan 
Forster. “Conservation and hunt-
ing go hand in hand, so through 
supporting youth shooting sports 
programs and education we will 
complete the cycle that leads to 
success.”

“I feel really good about the part-
nership we have created here and 
the level of leadership,” said FWC 
Executive Director Nick Wiley. 
“I am confident that we have the 
ability and commitment to make 
some positive changes to help quail 
restoration in both our states.”

To increase and enhance quality 
quail habitat, money for projects 
will be spent on frequent small-


