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State News

AlAbAmA
Wolf Creek WmA lease 

to be Terminated
After more than 50 years, the 

lease agreement between the Ala-
bama Division of Wildlife and 
Freshwater Fisheries (WFF) and 
the landowners of the Wolf Creek 
Wildlife Management Area (WMA) 
will be terminated on mutual 
terms. Beginning in the fall of 2014, 
there will no longer be a Wolf 
Creek Wildlife Management Area 
in Fayette and Walker counties. 
From 1990 to 2012, acreage owned 
by various families and timber 
companies was removed from the 
WMA, decreasing it from 31,000 to 
9,055 acres. Personnel and resource 
limitations, coupled with a decline 
in public use of the 
remaining lands 
during the past 
several years, are 
the primary rea-
sons for the deci-
sion by WFF. 

Ray Metzler, Act-
ing Chief of Wild-
life, began his ca-
reer at Wolf Creek 
WMA as an Area 
Biologist .  “The 
Murphy, Johnston, 
Baker and Shaw 
famil ies ,  a long 
with many other 
small family own-
erships and several timber related 
corporations, were and continue 
to be conservation pioneers whose 
actions benefit Alabama’s wildlife 
resources and rich hunting heri-
tage,” he said. “WFF appreciates 
the conservation-minded actions 
that these families and corpora-
tions exhibited for more than 50 
years. Their willingness to provide 

public hunting land for inclusion in 
Alabama’s WMA system has pro-
vided an opportunity for thousands 
of hunters to enjoy the state’s great 
outdoors.” 

Many individuals have fond 
memories of their first deer, an 
extraordinary hunt, or some other 
positive thought about the Wolf 
Creek WMA. The elimination of 
the Wolf Creek WMA will be disap-
pointing to those who have enjoyed 
it in the past, but more than 700,000 
acres are still available for public 
hunting in Alabama. “We will con-
tinue to seek out additional land for 
possible inclusion in the WMA sys-
tem,” Metzler said. “Partnerships 
with entities like the Forever Wild 
Land Trust are also helping secure 
land that can be used for hunting 

and outdoor recreation.”

CAliforNiA
CDfW Completes 2014 

Waterfowl breeding 
Population Survey

Mallard drake. Photo courtesy of 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.

The California Department of 
Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) has com-
pleted its 2014 waterfowl breeding 
population survey. The resulting 
data indicate the total number of 
breeding ducks (all species com-
bined) remains similar to last year. 
The number of breeding mallards, 
however, has declined 20 percent 
compared to 2013.

The total number of breeding 
ducks is estimated at 448,750 com-
pared to 451,300 last year. This 
estimate is 23 percent below the 
long-term average. The estimated 
breeding population of mallards is 
238,700, a decrease from 298,600 in 
2013, which is below the long-term 
average. CDFW attributes the de-
cline to very low precipitation and 
poor habitat conditions. However, 
many other species increased in 
number this year.

“Habitat conditions were poor 
the last two years in both north-
eastern California and the Central 

Valley and the produc-
tion of young ducks was 
reduced as a result, so 
a lower breeding pop-
ulation was expected 
in 2014,” said CDFW’s 
Waterfowl Program Bi-
ologist Melanie Weaver. 
“We would expect an-
other low year of duck 
production from these 
two important areas in 
California in 2014. How-
ever, habitat conditions 
in northern breeding 
areas are reported to be 
better than average.”

CDFW has conducted 
this survey using fixed-wing air-
craft since 1955. The California 
Waterfowl Association, under con-
tract with CDFW, assists CDFW by 
surveying a portion of the transects 
using a helicopter. The population 
estimates are for the surveyed ar-
eas only, although surveyed areas 
include the majority of the suitable 
duck nesting habitat in the state. 
These areas include wetland and 


