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News from the Enemy Camps & the Good Guys

NSSF Issues Statement 
on ‘Operation Choke 

Point’
The National Shooting 

Sports Foundation (NSSF) to-
day issued the following state-
ment:

The National Shooting 
Sports Foundation has been 
investigating the possible role 
of the federal government in in-
fluencing banks in their lending 
and business banking relation-
ship decisions regarding com-
panies in our industry. We have 
heard from several industry 
members that they had bank-
ing relationships terminated by 
their lending institutions.

We respect the right of fi-
nancial institutions to make 
business decisions based on 
objective criteria. It is unaccept-
able, however, to discriminate 
against businesses simply be-
cause they are engaged in the 
lawful commerce of firearms, 
an activity protected by the 
Second Amendment.

NSSF staff has met with 
members of the House Finan-
cial Services Committee and 
members of the Oversight and 
Government Reform Commit-
tee concerning several docu-
ments that have surfaced from 
the FDIC labeling companies in 
the firearms and ammunition 
industry as “high risk.”

As a result, we have worked 
with U.S. Rep. Blaine Luetke-
meyer (R-MO) and expect that 
he will offer today an amend-
ment to the FY15 Commerce, 
Justice, Science and Related 
Agencies Appropriations Bill, 
which would prevent federal 
funds from being used as part 
of “Operation Choke Point” 
or in any effort targeting com-
panies involved in the lawful 
commerce in firearms.

We will continue to investi-
gate the extent of any improper 
government involvement and 
will update our members as 
more information becomes 
available. 

NSSF Invites Colleges 
to Apply for $100,000 in 

Grants to Start Target 
Shooting Programs
The National Shooting 

Sports Foundation is making 
a total of $100,000 in grants 
available to public and pri-
vate colleges for start-ups of 
new target-shooting clubs and 
teams. 

The grants are provided 
through NSSF’s Collegiate 
Shooting Sports Initiative, 
which has assisted more than 75 
schools with building competi-
tive and recreational shooting 
programs through more than 
$1 million in support. The pro-

gram is credited with helping to 
spur growth in collegiate target 
shooting across the country. 
NSSF is the trade association 
for the firearms, ammunition, 
hunting and shooting sports 
industry.

“It is gratifying to see how 
many colleges have taken ad-
vantage of these NSSF grants 
to provide students an opportu-
nity to compete in target shoot-
ing and receive an introduction 
to recreational shooting and 
firearm safety at the club level,” 
said NSSF Manager of Shooting 
Promotions Zach Snow.

Up to $10,000 will be award-
ed to each qualifying school. 
Grant guidelines and applica-
tions are available at www.nssf.
org/college.

Snow added that he’s seen 
successful target shooting pro-
grams developed from modest 
beginnings—sometimes in-
volving just several enthusias-
tic students, a dedicated coach 
and the NSSF grant. “Students 
and coaches provide the pas-
sion, NSSF provides the seed 
funding,” said Snow.

For those not sure how or 
where to begin with estab-
lishing a program, NSSF has 
developed a helpful brochure, 
“Establishing a College Shoot-
ing Sports Program .” The 
brochure contains guidance on 
starting competitive teams and 
recreational shooting clubs, and 
includes samples of member-
ship forms and club bylaws.


