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now and the first mallard and 
pintail nests to begin hatching 
toward the end of May.

Sustainability of today’s 
healthy waterfowl populations 
depends on intact wetlands 
and secure grassland habitat 
for nesting in the future. “DU 
remains concerned about the 
effects of wetland drainage, 
continuing loss of native prai-
rie and loss of Conservation 
Reserve Program grassland in 
the PPR,” said Johann Walker, 
DU director of conservation 
programs in the Dakotas and 
Montana.

The PPR’s small, seasonal 
wetlands are the key to the 
productivity of this region for 
breeding ducks and abundant 
winter precipitation has set the 
stage for improved wetland 
conditions on many key wa-
terfowl breeding areas. These 
wetlands provide abundant 
protein-rich invertebrate foods 
that female ducks depend on in 
order to produce a clutch of 
eggs. Invertebrates are also 
important to ducklings in 
their early life stages.

The conditions of birds 
arriving at the prairies may 
be affected by several years 
of drought across Texas, 
which has greatly reduced 
the amount of available 
water. The resulting re-
duction of 60,000 acres of 
rice lands along the Texas 
Mid-Coast has crippled the 
area’s capacity to support 
waterfowl. Combined with 
chronic losses of coastal 
prairie and marsh, the Gulf 

Coast’s ability to support win-
tering waterfowl is in great 
jeopardy.

IMBD is an invitation to 
celebrate the birds arriving in 
your community and support 
migratory bird conservation. 
The U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service website has different 
ways people can celebrate In-
ternational Migratory Bird Day. 
The site also has links to bird 
conservation plans.

Iowa’s 50K-Acre 
Pheasant Recovery 

Program Aims to Create 
Upland Habitat

Landowners encouraged 
to investigate first-come, first-
serve CRP practice Conserva-
tion Reserve Program (CRP) 
acres are typically the best 
pheasant nesting and brood-
rearing habitat in the country.

There is a new upland con-
servation program to help 
boost Iowa’s pheasant popula-
tion. Beginning immediately, 
landowners can enroll in the 
Iowa Pheasant Recovery - State 
Acres for Wildlife Enhance-
ment (SAFE). Part of the federal 
Conservation Reserve Program, 
50,000 acres have been allocated 
for enrollment on a first-come, 
first-serve basis. Pheasants For-
ever’s eight Farm Bill Biologists 
in Iowa are helping landowners 
with enrollment and questions.

A continuous Conserva-
tion Reserve Program (CRP) 
practice, the Iowa Pheasant 
Recovery SAFE is designed 
to help increase populations 
of ring-necked pheasants and 
other grassland wildlife spe-
cies. Once the acres are fully en-
rolled and established, there is 
the potential for the newly-cre-
ated upland habitat to produce 
more than 100,000 additional 
roosters annually for hunters. 

And all Iowa citizens will 
benefit from the water qual-
ity improvements and soil 
erosion reductions that are 
associated with grassland 
conservation. There are 
about 4,100 acres currently 
enrolled in the program, 
leaving more than 45,000 
available to landowners.

“We’ve heard from 
landowners who want to 
return pheasants to their 
property, and this is the 
program that’s specifically 
designed to do it,” says 
Jared Wiklund, Pheasants 
Forever ’s Regional Rep-


