
30
We are the largest read hunting/dog magazine

© Bird Dog & Retriever News, PO Box 120089, New Brighton, MN 55112  612-868-9169

June/July 2014                                                           Now in our Twenty Third year                                                      www.Bdarn.com

News from the Non-profits

Critical Conservation 
Areas overlap many DU 

priority areas
U.S. Department of Agri-

culture Secretary Tom Vilsack 
today announced the eight 
Critical Conservation Areas 
(CCA) established in the 2014 
Farm Bill, which overlap with 
many of Ducks Unlimited’s 
(DU) priority regions. 

Among the CCA designa-
tions that are particularly im-
portant to waterfowl habitat 
are the California Bay Delta, 
Chesapeake Bay Watershed, 
Great Lakes Region, Mississippi 
River Basin and the Prairie 
Grasslands. More than 50 per-
cent of North America’s migra-
tory waterfowl depend on the 
wetlands and grasslands in the 
Prairie Pothole Region, or the 
“duck factory.”

“The Critical Conservation 
Area designation allows USDA 
to focus its assistance in many 
areas that overlap with the es-
sential priorities that Ducks Un-
limited has already strategically 
identified as habitats in which 
we can have the most impact 
with our conservation work,” 
said DU CEO Dale Hall. “These 
regions also reflect where DU 
has standing partnerships with 
agriculture farm and ranch 
stewards, who help implement 
habitat conservation projects on 
private lands.”

The 2014 Farm Bill created 
a new Regional Conservation 
Partnership Program, which 
merges several existing pro-
grams and provides funding 
incentives for state, federal, 
private and nongovernmental 
organizations to form conser-
vation partnerships to improve 
the health of iconic watersheds. 
It also authorizes the USDA 
Secretary to designate eight 
Critical Conservation Areas 
to receive targeted program 
funding.

“As a rice farmer, the des-
ignations of the Mississippi 
River Basin and California Bay 
Delta are particularly exciting 
to rice agriculture. Opportuni-
ties to maximize conservation 
on working rice lands will also 
maximize wintering waterfowl 
habitat in these regions,” said 
DU President George Dunklin.

Rice-growing regions of the 
United States overlap directly 
with the most important wa-
terfowl wintering grounds. A 
recent study authored by Ducks 
Unlimited scientists for The 
Rice Foundation found that it 
would cost in excess of $3.5 bil-
lion to create natural wetlands 
for wintering habitat in these 
regions in the absence of rice 
agriculture.

Waterfowl beginning to 
nest in the prairies

Wetland conditions good 
for International Migratory 
Bird Day

As the breeding season for 
ducks in the Prairie Pothole Re-
gion (PPR) gets into full swing, 
the world will be celebrating In-
ternational Migratory Bird Day 
(IMBD) on Saturday, May 10. 
On this anniversary of IMBD, 
Ducks Unlimited says wetland 
conditions in the continent’s 
best “Duck Factory” are above 
average this year, but without 
sustained efforts to conserve 
wetland and grassland habitat, 
the future may not be bright for 
nesting birds.

“Abundant precipitation 
last fall, adequate winter snow-
fall and a good frost seal across 
much of the Duck Factory 
resulted in water refilling wet-
lands this spring,” said Rick 
Warhurst, DU senior regional 
biologist at the Great Plains 
Regional Office in Bismarck. 
“Wetland conditions are good 
to very good across a large 
portion of the Prairie Pothole 
Region and large numbers of 
waterfowl have settled in the 
region this spring.”

The PPR, which extends 
300,000 square miles from Iowa 
to Alberta, produces up to 
70 percent of the continent’s 
waterfowl. The wetlands and 
grasslands provide safe nest-
ing habitat for many different 
species of migratory birds. War-
hurst expects the first Canada 
goose broods to hatch any day 


