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where a disk would require 
numerous passes to achieve the 
same results. C) If you have a 
hard-pan, removing the hard-
pan by sub-soiling periodically 
allows the plant’s roots to pen-
etrate deeper so they’re able 
to access moisture that would 
otherwise be unavailable if a 
hard-pan is present. During 
dry conditions the presence 
of a hard pan causes the top-
soil to dry out more quickly. 
Deeper roots result in increased 
drought tolerance.

4) Eliminate weed competi-
tion. Unwanted competition 
will steal valuable moisture 
from your crop. Controlling 
competition with the correct 
herbicide is vital if you wish 
success during dry spells. Once 
your crop becomes established 

it will often shade out the com-
petition which also helps to 
conserve topsoil moisture.

5) Balance your herd den-
sity with the available food. The 
higher your density, the more 
browse pressure negatively af-
fects your plants. If your food 
plots are being browsed heav-
ily due to a high deer density, 
the crop will be stressed. The 
more stress the plants receive, 
the closer you draw to a com-
plete catastrophe. Combine 
heavy browse pressure with a 
drought and you have a recipe 
for failure. 

6) Choose what to plant 
carefully. Selecting the right 
crops should depend more 
upon your overall management 
goals than whether or not they 

will survive a drought. How-
ever, a drought can negatively 
impact your food plot success, 
thus upsetting these manage-
ment goals, so hedging your 
bet with some drought toler-
ant food plot plantings can be 
the difference between having 
some forage for your herd or a 
complete dried-up disappoint-
ment. 

Would you like to learn 
more about improving your 
hunting and get discounts on 
the products you need? Learn 
from the experts by joining the 
new Mossy Oak GameKeepers 
Club at www.gamekeeper-
sclub.com or call 844-256-4645.  


