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Game Management

Despite the ample 
rain we’ve seen 
through much of 

the country, there are parts of 
the whitetails’ range that are 
under a drought right now. 
Normally a manager shouldn’t 
bet 100% on a drought, but they 
should hedge their bet and fol-
low these steps. It can mean 
the difference between having 
some food, or a complete with-
ered failure. 

1) Select the right location. 
You can’t just select any open 

spot and expect success.  As an 
example, if you choose a spot 
that has beach-sand for soil you 
shouldn’t expect much. First 
and foremost, the site needs to 
be able to sustain your selected 
crop. 

2) Time your planting prop-
erly. While we definitely have 
predetermined windows for 
when specific crops should be 
planted, one should be adapt-
able and open to planting when 
there is ample moisture to 
germinate the seed and get the 

new seedling off to a good start. 
Obviously if you’re an absentee 
landowner you may have a 
prearranged date on which you 
have to plant, but if you have 
the flexibility you should wait 
until just before a rain event to 
ensure adequate soil moisture 
will be present. 

3) Soil preparation may 
be the most important detail. 
These ideas will help to make 
more moisture available to your 
plant’s roots. A) If soil mois-
ture is limited or dry times are 
expected it’s best to reduce the 
amount of times you turn the 
soil. Every time you work the 
soil valuable moisture is lost.  
Frequent disking dries out the 
soil and leaves less moisture 
available for seed germination. 
B) A tiller requires fewer passes 
to achieve the same results as 
a disk. They can create a suit-
able seedbed with a single pass 
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