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Breeds don’t evolve 
and become popu-
lar by themselves. In 

every breed there are movers, 
shakers, and lacking a bet-
ter word “Care-takers for the 
breed.” They make sure that 
the breed becomes well known. 
They spend endless hours 
behind the scenes to make 
sure there are events for their 
breed and that there breed is 
showcased for the public to be 
made aware of. They organize 
rescues, fun days, banquets 
and things too numerous to 
mention.

I can name a dozen of such 

people from a dozen different 
breeds. They may be known 
locally but at the national level 
they are the go-to people for 
the area. They care about their 
breed and make sure there is 
a future when they step away.

For the Boykin Spaniel in 
the Midwest the breed care-
takers are Larry & Jan Hinch-
man of, Hammond WI. We 
drove to the Hinchman and 
did an article on them and their 
dogs a decade ago. We do their 
website and we have featured 
their dogs in our magazine.

This last month we went 
down to the 
M i d w e s t 
Boykin Spaniel 
Society Upland 
Hunt Test held 
at Good Go-
ing Kennels of 
Baldwin, WI. 
T h e s e  l i t t l e 
dogs were in-
credible. One 
of the known 
problems with 
Spaniel tests 
is that Spring-
ers dominate 
t h e  g r o u p . 
That said the 
B o y k i n s  w e 
saw that day 
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were fired up to serve and 
would definitely give the 
springers a run for their money. 
The small Boykins were bark-
ing at the line where they were 
doing water/land doubles as 
if to say, “Let me loose, let me 
show you what I can do!” And 
in the hour or so we were there, 
there was not a missed bird in 
the lot. Despite the fact that the 
conditions that day would have 
been described as miserable.

Larry & Jan organized the 
event and 90% of the dogs 
came from their bloodlines and 
kennel. They have done a hell 
of a job with their bloodlines 
and the breed. Here are a few 
pictures of that event. Oh and 
if you want to talk Boykin you 
can contact Larry & Jan Hinch-
man of J&L Boykins at 612-
759-8139 or go to their website 
at www.Bdarn.com/jl they are 
great people and you’d be glad 
you did.


