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role as one of the top predators; in the food chain. 
Wolves are born with certain basic physical and 
mental accoutrements for their role as a coopera-
tive social predator: a body which will grow to 
be long and lean and muscular; long, strong legs 
for running great distances; sharp, strong teeth 
with which to grab and hold prey and, later, to 
dissect it; powerful jaws to guide those teeth; and 
a comparatively large brain, the better to analyze 
prey movements and behavior, pay attention to 
signals from other wolves, prey, and the outside 
world, and to form strategies to capture prey as 
well as to interact with other wolves.

Wolves are also born with a toolkit of reflexes 
and motor patterns which are genetically based. 
They are born knowing how to howl, how to 
stalk, catch, and attempt to kill prey, techniques 
which are refined through learning as the ani-
mals get older. They also come with a basic reper-
toire of social behaviors (food begging, whining, 
licking, growling, biting) with which to interact 
and get along with their litter mates and parents. 
Learning also refines and alters the contents of 
this behavioral toolkit as the animal gets older.

Consider the wolf as an animal that, more or 
less, was created by nature to live without de-
pending on man. The wild wolf is under constant 
environmental pressures to feed itself, keep itself 
safe and healthy, and to reproduce.

These pressures have affected which genes 
a wolf can safety express. Wolves with slight 
deviations from the norm (a little more or less 
aggressive, or having a longer tall or smaller 
ears) can generally survive because these small 
deviations do not prevent them from feeding 
themselves reproducing. However, a wolf with 
a significant deviation from the norm (weighing 
twenty pounds as an adult, or having a head too 
big to fit through the birth canal would have 
major trouble meeting these basic requirements 
and would likely not survive long enough to 
reproduce. This strong environmental pressure 
has kept wolves pretty much to a “cookie-cutter” 
standard. While they do exhibit remarkable 
variation in both behavior and looks, they are 
generally very similar to each other (especially 

compared to the dog) because they are all under 
roughly the same pressures from their environ-
ment, and these pressures are very strong.

The dog (Canis Familiaris, Canis 
Lupus Familiaris)

“Yesterday I was a dog. Today I’m a dog. To-
morrow I’ll probably still be a dog. Sigh! There’s 
so little hope for advancement. “- Snoopy

The dog is what happens when humans, 
through selective breeding, alter the environ-
mental pressures on the wolf and change the 
looks and behavior any individual animal can 
safely express. Each one of the many and varied 
breeds of dogs is descended from wolves (Vil’a, 
C. et al., 1997), the result of years of pressures 
which are not the same as those in the wild. (This 
is not the complete story, as we will mention 
later, but it is a good way of looking at it for now.)

Dogs are domesticated animals. This means 
that for thousands of generations (estimates 
vary) they have been under selective pressures 
which have adapted them for living comfort-
ably with humans. Each newborn dog puppy is 
descended from generations of ancestors who 
lived and worked well with humans, and carries 
their genes.

Because of his or her genetic makeup, every 
newborn dog puppy is very likely to get along 
well with humans. A wolf puppy, by contrast, 
has no ancestors who lived among humans and 
no genes coding for characteristics which make 
him or her specifically suitable to live with hu-
mans.

This is the primary difference separating 
dogs from wolves. All dog puppies are born 
with thousands of years of genetic “tuning” to 
make them “good with people.” Wolf puppies 
are born with thousands of years of genetic “tun-
ing” which make them “good social hunters.” 
This difference between being programmed to be 
“good with people” versus being programmed 
to be “good social hunters” is where wolf and 
dog first, and primarily, diverge. In Chapter 3, 
we will cover the process of domestication by 
which it became advantageous for some wolves 


