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evaluations, this agreement has 
been in place since 2002.

The public comment deadline 
is June 24 at 5 p.m. Comment via 
the FWP website at fwp.mt.gov. 
Click Hunting. Or write to: FWP “ 
Wildlife Bureau, Attn: Public Com-
ment, P.O. Box 200701, Helena, MT 
59620-0701.

For more information, call 406-
444-2612, or visit the FWP website 
at fwp.mt.gov.

NEBRASKA

NATIONAL SURVEY 
WILL EXPLORE DOVE 
HUNTER OPINIONS

 “ Some Nebraska dove hunt-
ers will be asked to participate in 
the National Dove Hunter Survey. 
Hunters will begin seeing surveys 
in the mail later in June.

The national survey will ask 
dove hunters to share their ex-
periences and opinions about 
dove hunting. Topics will include 
learning about hunter characteris-
tics, time spent hunting, hunters’ 
perceived constraints to hunting, 
and thoughts about potential ef-
fects of spent lead from hunting 
ammunition on mourning doves 
and other wildlife.

Only a random sample of 
hunters who indicated they had 
hunted doves on their Harvest 
Information Program registrations 
will receive the surveys. The sur-
vey is a cooperative effort by the 
state fish and wildlife agencies, all 
flyway councils and the U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service.

“The results from this survey 
will allow state and federal agen-
cies to better communicate issues 
concerning dove hunting and to 
make more informed decisions 

when addressing issues related 
to future dove hunting,” said Jeff 
Lusk, upland game program man-
ager for the Nebraska Game and 
Parks Commission.

Call 402-471-0641 for more 
information.

- See more at: http://outdoor-
nebraska.ne.gov/blogs/2013/06/
national-survey-explore-dove-
hunter-opinions/#sthash.GhmG-
PGuW.dpuf

NEW YORK
DEC EXTENDS SNOW 

GEESE HARVEST 
PERIOD

Bobcat hunting and trapping 
opportunities are expanded and 
the snow geese harvest season 
is extended under two sets of 
regulations adopted by the New 
York State Department of Envi-
ronmental Conservation (DEC) 
Commissioner Joe Martens an-
nounced today.

“Under Governor Cuomo’s 
NY Open for Hunting and Fishing 
initiative, New York is working 
to increase hunting and trapping 
opportunities for sportsmen and 
sportswomen,” Commissioner 
Martens said. With these changes, 
DEC is implementing strategies of 
the recently adopted Bobcat Man-
agement Plan that will provide 
sustainable harvest opportuni-
ties while maintaining a stable or 
increasing bobcat population. In 
addition, I encourage the hunting 
community to take full advantage 
of the newly expanded snow geese 
season in the years ahead.”

Special Snow Goose Harvest 
Program

State regulations to expand 
the special snow goose harvest 

program in New York have been 
amended to allow hunters to 
take snow geese during a special 
harvest program from January 16 
through April 15 in all of upstate 
New York. This is in addition to 
the regular snow goose hunting 
season, which is expected to run 
October 1 through January 15 an-
nually. DEC filed a Notice of Emer-
gency Adoption and Proposed 
Rule Making with the Department 
of State on January 23, 2013, and 
the changes took effect immediate-
ly. However, the Emergency rule 
expired in April, so adoption of the 
final rule was necessary to extend 
the same regulation indefinitely.

The expanded special season 
will increase hunter opportunity 
to harvest snow geese throughout 
the winter and early spring, when 
they are most abundant in New 
York. Snow geese are an arctic 
breeding goose species that recent-
ly reached record high population 
levels in North America - from 
approximately 50,000 birds in the 
1960s to more than one million 
birds in recent years.

Wildlife agencies, ecologists 
and environmental organizations 
have expressed concern about 
the impacts that overabundant 
snow geese are having on arctic 
ecosystems, coastal wetlands and 
agricultural crops. In response to 
those concerns, federal hunting 
regulations were liberalized in 
2008, and the U.S. Fish and Wild-
life Service (USFWS) adopted a 
conservation order allowing states 
in the Atlantic Flyway to imple-
ment special snow goose harvest 
programs in addition to its regular 
hunting seasons. Based on guid-
ance from USFWS, DEC decided 
to have one continuous season 
beginning this year.

For more information about 
hunting snow geese or other mi-
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gratory game birds in New York, 
visit the DEC website.

Governor Cuomo’s NY Open 
for Hunting and Fishing initiative 
is an effort to improve recreational 
activities for in-state and out-of-
state sportsmen and sportswomen 
and to boost tourism opportunities 
throughout the state. This initia-
tive includes the streamlining of 
hunting and fishing licensing and 
reducing license fees, improved 
access for fishing at various sites 
across the state, and increasing 
hunting opportunities in various 
regions.

DEC ANNOUNCES 
TENTATIVE 2013-14 

MIGRATORY GAME 
BIRD HUNTING 

SEASONS
Early Announcement Will 

Help Hunters Plan Trips
The tentative schedule for 

many of New York’s 2013-14 mi-
gratory game bird seasons is now 
available, allowing sportsmen 
and sportswomen to plan outdoor 
activities well in advance, New 
York State Department of Envi-
ronmental Conservation (DEC) 
Commissioner Joe Martens an-
nounced today. Tentative season 
dates for ducks, geese, woodcock, 
snipe and rails can be found on the 
DEC website.

“New York’s Open for Hunt-
ing and Fishing Initiative sup-
ports tourism opportunities to 
further benefit sportsmen and 
sportswomen throughout the 
state,” Commissioner Martens 
said. “DEC announces the ten-
tative schedule so hunters can 
begin making plans for statewide 
hunting trips and for a safe and 
successful season. Still, we always 
remind hunters to check the final 

dates, usually issued in late sum-
mer, before going afield.”

The final season dates, bag 
limits and other regulations for 
2013-14 migratory game bird 
hunting seasons in New York will 
be posted on DEC’s website and 
announced by a statewide news 
release, once they are approved by 
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. 
Hunters should confirm the final 
season dates before going afield.

The tentative season dates 
were developed by a team of DEC 
staff representing all regions of the 
state, taking into consideration 
anticipated federal regulations for 
the coming year and recommen-
dations from Waterfowl Hunter 
Task Forces established by DEC 
for each zone. DEC has used a task 
force approach since 1997, and it 
has been very helpful for setting 
seasons where hunter preferences 
are diverse. For more information 
about the Waterfowl Hunter Task 
Forces, go to the DEC website.

Tentative season dates for the 
Lake Champlain Zone were not 
included because they will be de-
termined by the Vermont Fish and 
Wildlife Board following public 
meetings likely to be held in Au-
gust in Whitehall, NY and Burling-
ton, VT. DEC encourages New York 
waterfowl hunters who frequent 
the Champlain Zone to attend 
one of these meetings; details will 
be announced later this summer. 
Comments and suggestions about 
the Lake Champlain Zone may also 
be submitted to any DEC season-
setting team member or by e-mail 
to wfseason@gw.dec.state.ny.us.

Copies of the 2013-14 migrato-
ry game bird hunting regulations 
brochure will be available on the 
DEC website in late August and by 
mid-September wherever hunting 
licenses are sold.

Governor Cuomo’s NY Open 
for Hunting and Fishing Initiative 
is an effort to improve recreational 
activities for in-state and out-of-
state sportsmen and sportswomen 
and to boost tourism opportunities 
throughout the state. This initia-
tive includes the streamlining of 
hunting and fishing licensing and 
reducing license fees, improved 
access for fishing at various sites 
across the state, and increasing 
hunting opportunities in various 
regions.

For more information about 
waterfowl and migratory game 
bird hunting in New York, visit 
the DEC website.

NORTH 
CAROLINA

PUBLIC INVITED TO 
COMMENT ON EARLY 

MIGRATORY GAME 
BIRD SEASONS

Starting June 3, the N.C. Wild-
life Resources Commission is invit-
ing public comments on the early 
waterfowl and webless migratory 
game bird hunting seasons.

The seasons include dove, 
woodcock, rail, snipe and thos 
waterfowl seasons beginning be-
fore October 1. Input on extended 
falconry seasons for webless spe-
cies will also be taken at this time. 
Comment on proposed dates for 
the seasons by going to www.
ncwildlife.org and clicking on 
“Submit Comments” at the bottom 
of the page. 

Comments will be accepted 
from June 3 through June 20.

Every year, the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service provides frame-
works from which to choose the 
seasons, and the Commission se-
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lects the actual dates within these 
guidelines. Season dates will be 
selected at the July 11 Commission 
meeting.

For more information on mi-
gratory game birds in North 
Carolina, visit www.ncwildlife.
org/hunting.

NORTH DAKOTA
SPRING BREEDING 

DUCK NUMBERS 
TALLIED

The North Dakota Game and 
Fish Department’s annual spring 
breeding duck survey showed an 
index of 3.9 million birds, down 
17 percent from last year but still 
73 percent above the long-term 
average (1948-2012).

Mike Szymanski, waterfowl 
biologist, said blue-winged teal 
and gadwall saw the largest de-
cline. “Blue-wings are coming 
off near-record highs, so it’s not 
unexpected to see the drop,” Szy-
manski said.

Blue-winged teal were down 
38 percent and gadwall 28 per-
cent. However, they are both well 
above the long-term average “ 
blue-winged teal 42 percent and 
gadwall 59 percent.

“Duck numbers are still really 
good, well above long-term aver-
ages,” Szymanski said, while men-
tioning that total duck numbers 
for 2013 are similar to estimates 
over the past decade.

Scaup showed a notable in-
crease from last year, while mal-
lards, pintails, shovelers and 
canvasback were essentially un-
changed.

The spring water index was up 
slightly from 2012. The water in-
dex is based on basins with water, 

and does not necessarily represent 
the amount of water contained in 
wetlands.

Water conditions were good 
in larger wetlands, but many shal-
low wetlands were on the verge 
of drying up the week the survey 
was conducted. “The somewhat 
poor wetland conditions prob-
ably resulted in losing ducks to 
Canadian nesting grounds,” Szy-
manski said. “A big factor was 
probably that our smaller, shallow 
wetland basins were not holding 
much water throughout much of 
the state and the larger wetlands 
were all frozen when ducks were 
migrating through North Dakota.”

Szymanski said water condi-
tions were much better in the 
northern half of the state. “Duck 
numbers were down roughly 30 
percent in the south central and 
southeastern areas of the state 
due to dry conditions,” he said. 
“However, breeding and renesting 
conditions aren’t reflected well in 
our data this year as most of the 
state got several inches of rain the 
week following our survey. That 
won’t change duck numbers, but 
it will mean better conditions for 
breeding and raising young.”

Additionally, the loss of CRP 
acres was evident during the sur-
vey, Szymanski said, as massive 
stretches of land conversion to 
cropland were obvious. “The loss 
of grass will hurt production of 
ducks and other grassland nesting 
birds,” he added. “However, the 
recent overly wet conditions will 
also help bridge the gap a little bit 
for ducks.”

Breeding was running behind 
from previous years as more pairs 
were present and nesting was 
just getting underway during the 
survey, Szymanski said. “But we 
won’t really know how the ducks 
did until we conduct the July 

brood survey.”
The July brood survey will 

provide a better idea of duck pro-
duction and insight into expecta-
tions for this fall.

GAME AND FISH PAYS 
$539,000 IN PROPERTY 

TAXES
The North Dakota Game and 

Fish Department recently paid more 
than $539,000 in taxes to counties 
in which the department owns or 
leases land. The 2012 in-lieu-of-tax 
payments are the same as property 
taxes paid by private landowners.

The Game and Fish Department 
manages more than 200,000 acres 
for wildlife habitat and public hunt-
ing in 51 counties. The department 
does not own or manage any land 
in Traill or Renville counties.

STATUS OF PUBLIC 
SHOOTING RANGES

The MacLean shooting range 
located near the MacLean boat 
ramp south of Bismarck is now 
open after being closed earlier this 
spring due to a wildfire and ensu-
ing high fire danger index.

Shooting is only allowed from 
the bench to the designated target 
stands. Tracer rounds and explod-
ing targets are prohibited. Any 
illegal activity should be reported 
to Report All Poachers by calling 
(800) 472-2121.

Future plans for MacLean 
in either 2013 or 2014 include 
improvements and expansion 
slightly to the west of the existing 
area, with shotgun, handgun, and 
100- and 200-yard rifle ranges.

MacLean Bottoms is two miles 
south of ND Highway 1804, ap-
proximately 15 miles southeast of 
Bismarck.
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The Schmidt Bottoms shooting 
range south of Mandan is open 
and was upgraded just last year 
with 100-yard, 200-yard, shotgun 
and pistol ranges. Schmidt Bot-
toms is located approximately 13 
miles south of Mandan on ND 
Highway 1806.

The public shooting range at 
the Wilton Mine Wildlife Manage-
ment Area is currently closed due 
to wet conditions. Wilton Mine 
WMA is approximately two miles 
east of Wilton. 

Interested users can check the 
status of all public shooting ranges 
by accessing the North Dakota 
Game and Fish Department web-
site, gf.nd.gov.

SAGE GROUSE 
COUNTS REMAIN 

LOW
Results from North Dakota’s 

spring sage grouse survey indicate 
the number of strutting males ob-
served remains well below man-
agement objectives. Therefore, the 
sage grouse hunting season will 
remain closed in 2013.

Aaron Robinson, North Da-
kota Game and Fish Department 
upland game bird biologist, said 
biologists counted a record low 
50 males on 11 active strutting 
grounds earlier in May. Last year, 
72 males were counted on 12 active 
leks in the southwest.

“The most plausible reason 
why the population declined so 
dramatically this year was the 
severe drought the southwest ex-
perienced last summer,” Robinson 
said. “Sage grouse live in very arid 
dry areas, and in severe drought 
and heat, chicks are not able to find 
insects, which account for almost 
100 percent of their diet while they 
are growing. This vital source of 

protein is necessary for develop-
ment of young chicks and drought 
typically reduces the availability 
of insects.”

Due to the abnormal rainfall 
and dry conditions from last sum-
mer, Robinson said the potential 
for a successful nesting season this 
year is slim due to limited residual 
grass cover.

“We have learned from our 
recent research conducted in 
North Dakota that sage grouse rely 
heavily on residual grass cover 
for concealment during nesting 
season,” he added. “Without grass 
cover, mortality of females on 
nests increases and the probability 
that the nest will be depredated 
also increases. The outlook for a 
favorable hatch this year does not 
look optimistic.”

Sage grouse management 
in North Dakota has followed a 
specific plan developed by a di-
verse group of participants. The 
plan outlines hunting harvest 
objectives for the species, with a 
recommendation that the hunting 
season close if the spring census 
indicates fewer than 100 males in 
the population. If the spring breed-
ing population increases above 100 
males, Game and Fish Department 
biologists will evaluate if a hunt-
ing season is plausible given the 
threats facing the species in North 
Dakota.

Sage grouse are North Da-
kota’s largest native upland game 
bird. They are found in extreme 
southwestern North Dakota, pri-
marily in Bowman and Slope 
counties.

PENNSYLVANIA

WANTED: CLUBS 
TO HOST JUNIOR 

PHEASANT HUNTS
Game Commission seeks part-

ners to help expand popular 
program 

 After more than a decade of 
success, the Pennsylvania Game 
Commission is working to expand 
its Junior Pheasant Hunt Program 
and is seeking partners to do so.

 The commission is asking 
sportsmen’s clubs and other con-
servation organizations to meet an 
increasing demand created by the 
youngsters who want to partici-
pate in the program. 

And this year, clubs have the 
opportunity to host not one, but 
two organized junior pheasant 
hunts, and have been given lee-
way to accept more participants 
at the events they host.

 Those new options are 
among the many reasons inter-
ested clubs might want to start 
planning their events now. 

 The Game Commission 
has organized junior pheasant 
hunts since 2002 as a way to cre-
ate more hunting opportunities 
for both prospective and current 
junior hunters ages 12 to 16. To 
participate, junior hunters must 
have successfully completed the 
basic Hunter-Trapper Education 
course, however, they do not need 
to purchase a hunting license. 

 Recently, the program’s 
popularity has swelled. In 2012, 
26 events filled within a two-week 
period, and the Game Commis-
sion estimates at least 3,000 more 
young hunters would take part if 
given the opportunity. 

The program has great po-
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tential to be an effective hunter-
retention tool. Ninety percent of 
junior pheasant hunt participants 
purchased hunting licenses in the 
same year.

 To qualify to host, clubs must 
open event registration to the 
public and the hunt must be held 
on lands open to public hunting; 
which could include State Game 
Lands or acreage enrolled in the 
Hunter Access Program. The 
Game Commission provides, free 
of charge, a limited number of 
pheasants to host clubs. Pheas-
ants are provided on a first-come, 
first-served basis at a rate of two 
legal birds per participant, and 
the commission will do its best 
to accommodate all appropriate 
requests. 

Changes to the guidelines 
governing junior pheasant hunts 
were made to help clubs that saw 
demand for such programs that 
was too great to accommodate 
with a single event. Previously, the 
Game Commission capped junior 
pheasant hunts at a maximum of 
50 participants. Now, the clubs 
can decide how large an 
event they can handle. 
The addition of a second 
day also allows for some 
flexibility in meeting the 
demand, said Samantha 
Pedder, outreach coor-
dinator for the Game 
Commission.

This year, clubs may 
host events on either 
Saturday, Oct. 12 or Oct. 
19, or both.

Applications and 
more information, in-
cluding a “Junior Pheas-
ant  Hunt Planning 
Guide,” can be found on 
the Pennsylvania Game 
Commission website. 
Applications to host ju-

nior hunts must be returned to the 
Pennsylvania Game Commission 
and received by Friday, July 26.

Junior pheasant hunts help to 
bolster a youth’s interest in small-
game hunting, which has seen 
recent declines in participation. 
The events provide an opportu-
nity for those youngsters who are 
interested in hunting, but might 
not try it on their own, and for 
those who don’t hunt because they 
don’t have anyone to mentor them 
while afield.

Pennsylvania Game Commis-
sion Executive Director Carl G. 
Roe urged local clubs to take part 
in the effort. 

“The future of hunting is di-
rectly related to the continuing 
participation of young Pennsyl-
vanians,” Roe said. “The goal is to 
successfully compete with all the 
other activities and recreational 
opportunities that vie for a young 
person’s time. It’s truly a challenge 
for the Game Commission, as well 
as Pennsylvania’s nearly 1 million 
hunters.”

If your club or organization 
is interested in hosting an event 
this year, please contact Samantha 
Pedder at sapedder@pa.gov or by 
phone at 717-787-4250 x 3327. 

SOUTH 
CAROLINA

NATIONAL SURVEY 
WILL EXPLORE DOVE 
HUNTER OPINIONS

The National Dove Hunter 
Survey, a cooperative effort by 
the state fish and wildlife agen-
cies, all four flyway councils, and 
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
(Service) will ask dove hunters 
from across the U.S. to share their 
experiences and opinions about 
dove hunting. Topics will include 
learning about hunter character-
istics, time spent hunting, their 
perceived constraints to hunting, 
and thoughts about the relative 
importance of dove hunting as a 
recreational activity. 
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This survey was originally 
scheduled to be mailed last year, 
but due to some unforeseen cir-
cumstances, was delayed. The 
National Dove Hunter Survey is 
scheduled to begin in June 2013, 
and will be compiled by the end 
of the 2013. 

“Nationally, there are more 
than one million dove hunters 
in the United States. This survey 
will encompass all regions of the 
country and will give us an excel-
lent picture of hunter opinions 
and needs.” says Dr. Ken Richkus 
of the Service’s Population and 
Habitat Assessment Branch. “The 
Service and the states want to 
make sure we use the best science-
based information for the man-
agement and conservation of our 
migratory bird resources and take 
hunter opinions and preferences 
into account whenever possible.” 

Dove hunting is hugely popu-
lar in South Carolina, ranking 
second behind deer hunting in 
total number of hunters, accord-
ing to S.C. Department of Natural 
Resources (DNR) Assistant Chief 
of Wildlife Billy Dukes. “Dove 
hunters who receive a survey are 
strongly encouraged to take the 
time to complete and return it in 
the postage-paid envelope provid-
ed,” Dukes added. “Their answers 
are very important to the future of 
mourning dove management, and 
we appreciate their efforts to tell us 
what they think.”

For information on the Nation-
al Dove Hunter Survey, contact 
Billy Dukes, DNR Assistant Chief 
of Wildlife, at (803) 734-3609.

SOUTH DAKOTA

GFP COMMISSION 
PROPOSAL WOULD 

CLOSE 2013 SAGE 
GROUSE SEASON
The Game, Fish and Parks 

Commission has proposed clos-
ing the 2013 Sage Grouse hunting 
season in South Dakota.

The proposal comes from GFP 
staff recommendations based on 
spring lek survey results.

“We have seen a downward 
trend in the number of male 
sage grouse on their breeding 
grounds,” Chad Switzer, GFP 
wildlife program administrator, 
said. “The number of male sage 
grouse counted on our priority 
leks dropped below the 100 thresh-
old. Following the actions outlined 
in the existing management plan, 
we recommended the sage grouse 
season close for 2013.”

South Dakota has held a re-
stricted season since 2000 by 
offering a two-day season with 
one bird per hunter per season. In 
2012 there were 35 hunters who 
harvested nine sage grouse.

The proposal to close the 2013 
sage grouse hunting season will be 
finalized at the July 8-9 GFP Com-
mission meeting, which will be 
held in Pierre at the Ramkota Riv-
erCentre. To view the full propos-
als on those seasons, visit: www.
gfp.sd.gov/agency/commission/
default.aspx and look under the 
“Rule Proposals” heading.

To comment on any of the 
proposals, send a letter to: South 
Dakota Game, Fish and Parks 
Commission, 523 E. Capitol Ave., 
Pierre, SD 57501; or email wild.
info@state.sd.us. Comments on 
proposal will be taken until 5 p.m. 

CDT on June 5. To be included in 
the public record, please include 
your full name and city of resi-
dence.

To comment in person on this 
proposed rules change, the GFP 
Commission will host a public 
hearing beginning at 2 p.m. CDT 
as part of their meeting on Mon-
day, July 8.

SEPTEMBER CANADA 
GOOSE HUNTING 

SEASON PROPOSED
Changes proposed by the 

South Dakota Game, Fish and 
Parks Commission would adjust 
the start date for the September 
Canada goose hunting season.

The proposed change would 
move the start date from the first 
Saturday in September to Septem-
ber 1. In addition, the Commission 
proposed to modify the boundar-
ies of Units 1 and 2 near the Mis-
souri River. Adjusting boundaries 
will provide future Canada goose 
hunting opportunities in Tripp 
County and portions of Charles 
Mix County (east of Highway 281 
and north of Highway 46) by add-
ing these areas to Unit 2.

The season would be open 
from Sept. 1-30 with a daily limit 
of 15 Canada geese and possession 
limit of 30. Nonresidents are not 
allowed to hunt in the counties 
of Beadle, Brookings, Hanson, 
Kingsbury, Lake, Lincoln, Mc-
Cook, Miner, Minnehaha, Moody, 
Sanborn, Turner and Union.

In addition, the Commission 
finalized the Youth Waterfowl sea-
son with no changes and will run 
Sept. 21-22. This season is open 
to both resident and nonresident 
youth who have not reached the 
age of 16 by the first day of the 
season. Limits and regulations will 
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be the same for standard duck and 
goose seasons.

The September Canada goose 
hunting season proposal will be 
finalized at the July 8-9 GFP Com-
mission meeting, which will be 
held in Pierre at the Ramkota Riv-
erCentre. To view the full propos-
als on those seasons, visit: www.
gfp.sd.gov/agency/commission/
default.aspx and look under the 
“Rule Proposals” heading.

To comment on any of the 
proposals, send a letter to: South 
Dakota Game, Fish and Parks 
Commission, 523 E. Capitol Ave., 
Pierre, SD 57501; or email wild.
info@state.sd.us. Comments on 
proposal will be taken until 5 p.m. 
CDT on June 5. To be included in 
the public record, please include 
your full name and city of resi-
dence.

To comment in person on this 
proposal, the GFP Commission 
will host a public 
hearing beginning 
at 2 p.m. CDT as part 
of their meeting on 
Monday, July 8.

UTAH

APPROVED 
UPLAND 

GAME HUNT 
CHANGES 
You’ll have to 

wait until Sept. 2 to 
hunt doves and pi-
geons in Utah this 
fall. But when the 
hunt starts, you can 
hunt band-tailed pi-
geons across the state. 
And you can have 
more mourning and 
white-winged doves 
in your possession.

Starting this fall, you can have 
30 mourning doves in your pos-
session. The daily bag limit is still 
10 doves.

Members of the Utah Wildlife 
Board approved rules for Utah’s 
2013”2014 upland game hunting 
seasons at a meeting on June 4. The 
changes they approved include 
the following:

Hunts start Sept. 2
Utah’s dove and pigeon hunts, 

and the state’s forest grouse, cot-
tontail rabbit, snowshoe hare and 
sandhill crane hunts, usually start 
on Sept. 1.

Blair Stringham, migratory 
game bird coordinator for the Di-
vision of Wildlife Resources, says 
Utah law doesn’t allow a hunt to 
start on a Sunday. “That’s why this 
year’s hunts will start on Monday, 
Sept. 2,” he says.

PIGEON CHANGES
In the past, you could hunt 

band-tailed pigeons in 13 of Utah’s 
29 counties. Those 13 counties are 
the counties pigeons are usually 
found in.

Starting this season, the Wild-
life Board has made the regula-
tions easier to understand: You 
can now take band-tailed pigeons 
anywhere in Utah.

The board also voted to de-
crease the daily band-tailed pi-
geon bag limit from five pigeons 
a day to two birds a day.

Stringham says band-tailed pi-
geons have declined in number since 
the 1960s. “With the reduced limit,” 
he says, “we’re comfortable allowing 
pigeon hunting across Utah.”

MORE DOVES
Starting this season, you can 

possess more mourning and 
white-winged doves.

You still may not take more 
than 10 doves a day. But the pos-
session limit has been increased 
from 20 doves to 30 doves.

Keeping the daily dove bag 
limit at 10 doves, but allowing 
hunters to have 30 doves in their 
possession, will help those who 
travel a long distance to hunt.

“Instead of having to pack up 
and head home after two days of 
hunting,” Stringham says, “you 
can extend your hunting trip an 
extra day because you can have 
10 additional doves in your pos-
session.”

2013-2014 UPLAND 
GAME GUIDEBOOK

You can see all of the upland 
game hunting rules the board ap-
proved in the 2013”2014 Upland 
Game and Turkey Guidebook. 
The free guidebook should be 
available at wildlife.utah.gov/
guidebooks by June 24.
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GROUSE AND 
SANDHILL CRANE 

PERMITS 
Applications accepted starting 

July 8
Fall must be getting closer “ap-

plications for three different Utah 
game bird hunts will be accepted 
soon.

Applications to hunt sharp-
tailed grouse in Utah will be ac-
cepted starting July 8.

Starting July 8, the Division 
of Wildlife Resources will accept 
applications for this fall’s sage 
grouse, sharp-tailed grouse and 
sandhill crane hunts.

To be included in the draw for 
permits, your application must be 
received through the DWR web-
site no later than 11 p.m. on July 22.

You can also apply over-the-

phone by calling the 
nearest DWR office 
no later than 5 p.m. 
on July 22.

If you’re not go-
ing to hunt grouse 
or cranes this year, 
you can still apply 
for a preference 
point. Hunters with 
preference points 
have the best chance 
of obtaining a per-
mit in 2014.

I f  you apply 
for a permit, you’ll 
know by August 5 
whether you drew 
one.

For more in-
formation, call the 
nearest Division of 
Wildlife Resources 
office or the DWR’s 
Salt Lake City office 
at 801-538-4700.

VIRGINIA
STATIONARY 

WATERFOWL BLIND 
SIGN-UP DATES

Blind Licenses can be pur-
chased online or at any license 
agent

Richmond - Waterfowl hunt-
ers who license stationary blinds 
are being reminded by the Virginia 
Department of Game and Inland 
Fisheries (VDGIF) to purchase 
their stationary blind licenses for 
this coming waterfowl hunting 
season (2013-2014) during the time 
periods listed below. These dates 
are the same as during the past 2 
years and are as follows:

Riparian owners, their lessees 
or permittees: May 1 through June 
15; plates with current decal must 

be affixed to a stake or blind by 
June 30.

Nonriparian license for a sta-
tionary blind in the public waters 
previously licensed the year before: 
July 1 through August 15; plates 
with current decal must be affixed 
to a stake or blind by August 31. 

Nonriparian license for a sta-
tionary blind in the public waters 
not previously licensed the year 
before: September 1 through Oc-
tober 15; plates with current decal 
must be affixed to a stake or blind 
by November 1. 

All other blind laws and blind 
purchase dates (Floating Blinds, Off-
shore Blind Stake Sites) remain the 
same as in the past 2 years. For all 
stationary blinds, if a stake has been 
erected on the site of a stationary 
blind, such stake must be replaced 
by a blind by November 1. Such sta-
tionary blinds shall conform to the 
standards prescribed in law. 

All blind licenses are sold 
through the VDGIF’s point of sale 
system just as other licenses are 
sold. This can be done with any 
license agent in the state or via the 
internet from your home through 
the Department’s website http://
www.dgif.virginia.gov/licenses/.

A license will be provided to 
you at the time of sale. You will 
have the option to request that a 
blind plate be sent to you if you 
do not have one. The blind plate, 
if requested, and a decal for the 
plate will be mailed to you within 
3 to 5 business days. 

Information on the dates for 
purchasing blinds and the pur-
chasing process are also posted on 
the Department’s website www.
dgif.virginia.gov and will be listed 
in upcoming regulation brochures. 

THAT’S IT FOR 
STATE NEWS
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Gun Shows

 ALASKA 
 July 27-28 Gun Show 
Dempsey-Anderson 
Ice  Arena 1741 W 
Northern Lights Blvd 
Anchorage 

 ALABAMA 
 July 13-14 Gun Show 
Jefferson Civic Center 
North Expo Hall Bir-
mingham 

 ARIZONA 
 June 1-2 Gun Show 
Holiday Inn 4550 South 
Palo Verde Rd Tucson 
 June 1-2 Gun Show 
Tim’s Toyota Center 
3201 N. Main Street 
Prescott Valley 
 June 29-30 Gun Show 
Centennial Hall 1826 W 
McDowell Ave I17 Exit 
McDowell Mesa 
 July 20-21 Gun Show 
AZ State Fairgnd Ice 
House Arena 1826 W 
McDowell Ave I17 Exit 
McDowell Phoenix 
 Aug 3-4 Gun Show 
Tonto-Apache Gym 
Payson 
 Aug 10-11 Gun Show 
University of Phoenix 
11300 S Houghton Rd 
I10 Exit 275 Glendale 
 Aug 17-18 Gun Show 
Tim’s Toyota Center 
3201 N. Main Street 
Prescott Valley 
 Aug 24-25 Gun Show 

Holiday Inn 4550 South 
Palo Verde Rd Tucson 

 CALIFORNIA 
 June 1-2 Gun Show 
Orange Co Fairgnd 
I405 To Fairview 88 
Fair Drive Costa Mesa 
 June 1-2 Gun Show 
Fairgnd 900 Fairgnd 
Dr Vallejo 
 June 8-9 Gun Show 
Fairgnd Bakersfield 
 June 29-30 Gun Show 
The Cow Palace High-
way 92 North 101 Exit 
101N Of Airport San 
Francisco 
 July 13-14 Gun Show 
Fairgnd Fresno 
 July 13-14 Gun Show 
Del Mar Fairgnd Cow 
Palace 2600 Jimmy Du-
rante Blvd I5 Via De 
LaValle Exit Del Mar 
 July 20-21 Gun Show 
Fairgnd 900 Fairgnd 
Dr Vallejo 
 Aug 3-4 Gun Show 
Covention Center 2000 
E Conven Way Ontario 
 Aug 10-11 Gun Show 
Fairgnd 1658 South 
Airport Way Stockton 
 Aug 17-18 Gun Show 
Orange County Fair-
gnd 88 Fair Drive Cos-
ta Mesa 
 Aug 24-25 Gun Show 
Fairgnd Bakersfield 

 DELAWARE 
 Aug 5 Gun Show Car-
penters Hall Rt 9 New 
Castle 

 FLORIDA 
 June 1-2 Gun Show 
Conven Center 3800 St 
John Bluffs Rd S Jack-
sonville 
 June 8-9 Gun Show 
Fairgnd Fort Walton 
Beach 
 June 8-9 Gun Show 
Fairgnd 9067 Southern 
Blvd West Palm Beach 
 June 8-9 Gun Show 
Fairgnd Branford High-
way Lake City 
 June 15-16 Gun Show 
Auditorium 625 E Hi-
biscus Blvd Melbourne 
 June 22-23 Gun Show 
Fairgnd 3150 E New 
York Ave Deland 
 June 23-24 Gun Show 
Fairgnd 6655 Mobils 
Hwy Pensacola 
 July 6-7 Gun Show Fair-
gnd 9067 Southern Blvd 
West Palm Beach 
 July 6-7 Gun Show Fair-
gnd 4603 W Colonia Dr 
Orlando 
 July 13-14 Gun Show 
Fairgnd 441 Paul Rus-
sell Rd Tallahassee 
 July 20-21 Gun Show 
Auditorium 625 E Hi-
biscus Blvd Melbourne 
 July 20-21 Gun Show 

Fairgnd Jacksonville 
 July 27-28 Gun Show 
Fairgnd 3150 E New 
York Ave Deland 
 July 27-28 Miami Gun 
Show Fairgnd Miami 
 Aug 10-11 Gun Show 
Ramada Inn 3810NW 
Bonnie Heath Blvd Oc-
ala 
 Aug 10-11 Gun Show 
Fairgnd 9067 Southern 
Blvd West Palm Beach 
 Aug 24-25 Gun Show 
Conven Center 3800 St 
John Bluffs Rd S Jack-
sonville 
 Aug 31-1 Gun Show 
Auditorium 625 E Hi-
biscus Blvd Melbourne 

 GEORGIA 
 June 1-2 Gun Show 
Civic Center 65 Kissam 
St Jefferson 
 June 22-23 Gun Show 
North Atlanta Trade 
Center I85 N Exit In-
dian Trail Rd Gwinnett 
County 
 June 29-30 Gun Show 
Cobb Cty Civic Center 
548 Marietta Blvd I75 
Exit 263 Marietta 
 July 13-14 Gun Show 
NW GA Trade & Con-
ven Center I75 Exit 333 
Dalton 
 Aug 3-4 Gun Show 
Columbus Iron Works 
Columbus 
 Aug 10-11 Gun Show 
Civic Center I-16 Sa-
vannah 
 Aug 17-18 Gun Show 
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Cobb Cty Civic Center 
548 Marietta Blvd I75 
Exit 263 Marietta 
 Aug 17-18 Gun Show 
Cobb Cty Civic Center 
548 Marietta Blvd I75 
Exit 263 Marietta 
 Aug 24-25 Gun Show 
North Atlanta Trade 
Center I85 N Exit In-
dian Trail Rd Gwinnett 
County 

 IOWA 
 June 21-23 Gun Show 
Expo Hall Carter Lake 
 July 12-14 Gun Show 
Fairgnd Waverly 
 Aug 2-4 Gun Show 
Conven Center Sioux 
City 
 Aug 9-11 Gun Show 
Fairgnd Atlantic 

 INDIANA 
 June 8-9 Gun Show 
National Guard Ar-
mory 1518 E 200th St 
Lafayette 
 June 15-16 Gun Show 
Fairgnd 11261 US Hwy 
50 W Bedford 
 June 29-30 Gun Show 
Vanderburg 4-H 201 E 
Boonville Evansville 
 July 6-7 Gun Show 
Kuhlman Center 861 
N Salisbury Rd Rich-
mond 
 July 13-14 Gun Show 
Lake County Fairgnd 
889 S Court St Crown 
Point 
 July 20-21 Gun Show 
Johanning Civic Center 
US 31 Kokomo 

 Aug 3-4 Gun Show 
4-H Center 133 E De-
gonia Road Boonville 
 Aug 3-4 Gun Show 
National Guard Ar-
mory 3614 Maple Ave 
Terre Haute 
 Aug 10-11 Gun Show 
National Guard Ar-
mory 5218 E 200th St 
Lafayette 
 Aug 10-11 Gun Show 
Town Center 760 S Van 
Buren St Shipshewana 
 Aug 17-18 Gun Show 
Fairgnd 620 N Apple St 
Greenfield 
 Aug 23-25 Gun Show 
State Fairgnd Blue Rib-
bon Bldg Indianapolis 

 KENTUCKY 
 June 22-23 Gun Show 
Kentucky Fair 937 Phil-
lips Lane Louisville 

 LOUISIANA 
 Jun 1-2 Gun Show 
Heymann Conven 
Center 4607 Johnson 
St Lafayette 
 June 22-23 Gun Show 
Pontchartrain Center 
I10 Williams Blvd Exit 
Kenner 
 June 29-30 Gun Show 
Civic Center Shreve-
port 
 Aug 3-4 Gun Show La-
mar-Dixon Expo Hall 
Gonzales 
 Aug 10-11 Gun Show 
Heymann Conven 
Center 4607 Johnson 
St Lafayette 
 Aug 17-18 Gun Show 

Pontchartrain Center 
I10 Williams Blvd Exit 
Kenner 
 August  31-1 Gun 
Show Civic Center 
Lake Charles 

 
MASSACHUETTS 
 June 1-2 Gun Show 
Expo Rt 91 Exit 3 West 
Springfield 

 MARYLAND 
 June 15-16 Gun Show 
Fairgnd 695 Beltway 
Exit 24 I 83 Exit 17 Ti-
monium 

 MAINE 
 Aug 24-25 Gun Show 
Augusta Civic Center 
ME Turnpike Exit 31A 
Augusta 

 MINNESOTA 
 July 13-14 Gun & Knife 
Show Armory Hastings 
 July 20-21 Gun Show 
Armory 5500 85th Ave 
Brooklyn Park 
 Aug 10-11 Gun & 
Knife Show Ice Arena 
7th Ave & Cty Rd 116 
Anoka 
 Aug 17-18 Gun Show 
Civic Center Buffalo 

 MISSISSIPPI 
 July 6-7 Gun Show 
Trade Mart I55 & High 
St Jackson 
 Aug 10-11 Gun Show 
Trade Mart I55 & High 
St Jackson 
 Aug 24-25 Gun Show 
Coliseum Biloxi 

 MONTANA 
 June 7-9 Gun Show 
Civic Center Big Tim-
ber 
 June 14-16 Gun Show 
Pavillion Twin Bridges 
 June 28-30 Gun Show 
Old State Prison Deer 
Lodge 
 July 12-14 Gun Show 
Fairgnd Bozeman 
 July 26-28 Gun Show 
Community Center 
Wisdom 
 Aug 2-4 Gun Show 
Conven Center Mis-
soula 
 Aug 9-11 Gun Show 
Fairgnd Livingston 
 Aug 16-18 Gun Show 
Fairgnd Sidney 
 Aug 23-25 Gun Show 
Holiday Inn Billings 
 Aug 23-25 Gun Show 
Anaconda 

 NORTH 
CAROLINA 

 June 1-2 Gun Show 
Crown Expo Center 
1960 Coliseum Dr Fay-
etteville 
 June 15-16 Gun Show 
NC State Fairgnd Jim 
Graham Bldg 1025 Blu-
eridge Blvd Raleigh 
 June 22-23 Gun Show 
Metro Conven Center 
1960 13th Ave Dr SE. 
Hickory 
 July 13-14 Gun Show 
Cabarrus Expo Center 
4751 Highway 49 North 
Concord 
 July 13-14 Gun Show 


