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workshop will be hosted by Idaho 
Fish and Game on July 10 and 11 at 
the regional Fish and Game office 
in Pocatello.

The workshop will run from 
8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. both days.

This workshop is perfect for 
anyone new to Project WILD or 
for those who haven’t taken a 
basic Project WILD workshop in a 
while. Workshop participants will 
take home a variety of educational 
materials, including two activity 
guides that contain more than 150 
activities related to wildlife and 
wildlife conservation.

Project WILD workshops pro-
vide educators with wonderful 
wildlife-oriented curriculum that 
has been correlated to the Idaho 
State Education standards - and 
the July workshop is worth one 
continuing education credit from 
various Idaho universities. Plus 
the workshop is STARS certified 
for those who teach pre-K learners.

Don’t let the name fool you 
- Project WILD isn’t just about 
science. Many of the 150 activi-
ties included in the Project WILD 
curriculum apply to various other 
K-12 disciplines, including read-
ing, writing, art, math, social stud-
ies even physical education.

So if you are school teacher, 
scout leader, zoo docent, museum 
volunteer, day care teacher, or any 
kind of educator and you are inter-
ested in a unique and fun hands-
on experience that will help you in 
the indoor or outdoor classroom 
- Introductory Project WILD is the 
workshop for you!

To register for the workshop, 
please contact Jennifer Jackson at 
the Idaho Fish and Game office in 
Pocatello at 232-4703 or by e-mail 
at jennifer.jackson@idfg.idaho.
gov. Or sign-up by completing and 
mailing in the registration form 
on Fish and Game’s website at 

http://fishandgame.idaho.gov/
public/education/?getPage=217.

The fee for the workshop is 
$25. Continuing education credits 
through a university are an ad-
ditional cost, and registration for 
continuing education credits is 
handled at the workshop.

Project WILD is a wonderful 
instrument Fish and Game uses 
to help educators and the stu-
dents they teach to connect to the 
outdoors and to Idaho’s wildlife 
resource. If we can educate youth 
early on, they not only grow up 
with a love and appreciation for 
wildlife, they learn to be better 
stewards of the resource. And, that 
is not only good for the future of 
wildlife, it is good for Idaho. 

COMMISSION TO 
MEET IN POCATELLO 

IN JULY
The Idaho Fish and Game 

Commission will meet July 10 and 
11 in Pocatello.

A public hearing will be at 7 
p.m. Wednesday, July 10.

The Fish and Game Commis-
sion usually holds a public hearing 
in conjunction with each regular 
meeting. Members of the public 
who want to address the commis-
sion on any topic having to do 
with Fish and Game business may 
do so at the public hearing.

All testimony will be taken 
into consideration when the com-
mission makes decisions on agen-
da items at the meetings.

Routine agenda items include 
rules for all game animals; non-
resident deer and elk tag quotas; 
nonresident deer and elk tag out-
fitter set-aside; release of bighorn 
sheep tags for auction and lottery; 
expenditure of animal damage 
control funds; legislative propos-

als; migratory game birds briefing.
Commissioners also will con-

sider a proposed sandhill crane 
season and summer Chinook 
salmon season.

Individuals with disabilities 
may request meeting accommo-
dations by contacting the Idaho 
Department of Fish and Game 
director’s office at (208) 334-5159 
or through the Idaho Relay Service 
at 1-800-377-2529 (TDD).

NEW F&G RULES TAKE 
EFFECT JULY 1

New Fish and Game rules 
will take effect July 1, affecting 
resident and nonresident licenses 
and the use of motorized vehicles 
by hunters in designated game 
management units.

Three-Year Licenses
Resident and nonresident 

license buyers will be able to buy 
three-year licenses beginning July 
1. Buyers save the vendor fee for 
two years in addition to the con-
venience.

The costs for three-year li-
censes - vendor fees included - are:

 Resident Adult Combination 
- $97

 Resident Adult Hunting - $34.75
 Resident Adult Fishing - $73.75
 Resident Junior Combination 

- $49
 Resident Junior Hunting - $18.25
 Resident Junior Fishing - $37.75
 Resident Senior Combination 

- $31.75
 Resident Disabled Combina-

tion - $11.50
 Nonresident Adult Combina-

tion - $716.50
 Nonresident Adult Hunting - 

$460.75
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 Nonresident Adult Fishing - 
$291.25

 Nonresident Junior Mentor 
Hunting - $91.75

 Nonresident Junior Fishing - 
$61.75

Junior Licenses
Beginning July 1, Fish and 

Game will no longer sell youth 
small game hunting licenses. 
Youths 10 to 17 may buy the 
Resident Junior Hunting or Non-
resident Junior Mentored Hunting 
license.

Motorized Hunting Rule
The Idaho Fish and Game’s 

motorized hunting rules apply 
only to hunting big game animals, 
including moose, bighorn sheep 
and mountain goats, in designated 
units from August 30 through De-
cember 31.

Between these dates and in the 
designated units, specific to all big 
game hunting, hunters may use 
motorized vehicles only on estab-
lished roadways that are open to 
motorized traffic and capable of 
being traveled by full-sized auto-
mobiles.

Motorized hunting use restric-
tions apply to units 29, 30, 30A, 32, 
32A, 36A, 37, 37A, , 45, 47, 49, 50, 
51, 52, 52A, 53, 56, 58, 59, 59A, 66, 
66A, 69, 70, 72, 73, 75, 76, 77 and 78.

The rule does not apply to 
hunting upland game animals or 
birds.

The rule applies to motorized 
vehicle uses by hunters off an es-
tablished roadway, except: 

 Holders of a valid handi-
capped person’s motor vehicle 
hunting permit may use a motor-
ized vehicle as allowed by the land 
owner or manager.

 Hunters may use a motorized 
vehicle to retrieve downed game if 
such travel is allowed by the land 

owner or manager.
 Hunters may use a motor-

ized vehicle to pack camping 
equipment in or out if such travel 
is allowed by the land owner or 
manager, but hunters may not 
hunt while packing camping 
equipment.

 Private landowners on their 
private land, their authorized 
agents and persons with written 
landowner permission are exempt 
from the motorized hunting rule 
restrictions.

Definitions:
- A motorized vehicle is any 

water, land or air vehicle propelled 
by means of steam, petroleum 
products, electricity or any other 
mechanical power.

- A full-sized automobile is any 
motorized vehicle with a gross 
weight in excess of 1,500 pounds.

- An established roadway is 
as any road built, maintained, 
approved or designated by any 
government entity or private land-
owner for the purpose of travel 
by full-sized automobiles. An 
established roadway shows evi-
dence of repeated use by full-sized 
automobiles, and may include a 
traveled way of natural earth with 
depressed wheel tracks and little 
or no vegetation in the tracks.

ILLINOIS
ILLINOIS DNR 
ANNOUNCES 
SCHEDULE OF 

WATERFOWL BLIND 
SITE DRAWINGS 

 “ Waterfowl hunters are en-
couraged to mark their calendars 
for upcoming waterfowl hunting 
blind site random drawings to 
be held at several public hunting 
areas in Illinois this summer. 

Duck and goose hunters must 
register in person for waterfowl 
blind site drawings and must be 
present at the drawing “ held at 
each location designated below 
immediately after the registration 
period “ to claim their blind sites. 
Mail-in registrations are not ac-
cepted. Blind allocations are good 
for one year, except on the Missis-
sippi River Pools, and Meredosia 
Lake in Morgan and Cass counties, 
which are good for two. 

To participate in a drawing, 
applicants must present a 2012 or 
2013 Illinois hunting or sportsman 
combination license and a 2012 or 
2013 Illinois Migratory Waterfowl 
Stamp at the time they register, un-
less exempted by law. Applicants 
must be at least 16 years old by the 
date of the drawing. 

Applicants needing to pur-
chase new licenses and stamps 
should do so prior to the drawing. 
Most blind drawing locations will 
not have license sales available. 
Licenses and stamps are available 
at any DNR Direct license and per-
mit vendor, or through the IDNR 
website at www.dnr.illinois.gov. 

Registrants must also possess 
a current Illinois Firearm Owner’s 
Identification (FOID) card from 
the Illinois State Police unless 
exempted by law. Expired FOID 
cards are not acceptable. However, 
applicants will be allowed in the 
drawing if they present the cashed 
check from their FOID card appli-
cation dated at least 30 days before 
the blind drawing date. Applicants 
under the age of 21 do not need a 
FOID card if they are accompanied 
by an adult who has one. 

For those without a FOID card 
in their possession, law enforce-
ment officers will not be able to 
validate FOID card status on the 
day of the drawing. 

Also, in order to be an eligible 
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applicant for the drawing, the par-
ticipant must not at the time of the 
drawing have his or her hunting 
privileges suspended or revoked 
by the IDNR or any other jurisdic-
tion. Out-of-state residents must 
have a 2012 or 2013 non-resident 
hunting license for Illinois, a 2012 
or 2013 Illinois Migratory Water-
fowl Stamp, and a photo I.D. 

The schedule for 2013 blind 
drawings is listed below: 

SUNDAY, JULY 21,  2013 
(Blinds allocated for two years) 

  Mississippi River Pool 21 
and Pool 22: registration 10 a.m. 
- noon at the Twin Oaks Sports-
man’s Club, 2707 Bonansinga 
Dr., Quincy. (Location of Pool 22 
drawing has been moved to this 
site from the South Side Boat Club 
in Quincy) 

  Mississippi River Pool 24: 
registration 10 a.m. - noon at the 
Illinois Department of Natural 
Resources Office, Route 106 West, 
Pittsfield. 

  Meredosia Lake in Morgan 
and Cass Counties: registration 10 
a.m. “ noon at the Illinois Depart-
ment of Natural Resources Office, 
Route 106 West, Pittsfield. 

SATURDAY, JULY 27, 2013 
(Blinds allocated for one year)

  Chain O’ Lakes State Park 
and Redwing Slough/Deer Lake 
State Natural Area, Lake County: 
registration for both sites 10 a.m. 
- 2 p.m. at Oak Point day use area, 
1/5 mile east of the Fox River on 
the south side of Illinois Route 173. 
Hunters will be allowed to register 
for only one of the two sites. 

  Des Plaines State Fish and 
Wildlife Area, Will County: reg-
istration 10 a.m. - 2 p.m. at the 
site office, two miles northwest of 
Wilmington off exit 241 on Inter-
state 55. 

  Kankakee River State Park 
and Momence Wetlands, Kanka-
kee and Will Counties: registration 
10 a.m. - 2 p.m. for both sites at the 
Kankakee River State Park office, 
five miles northwest of Bourbon-
nais on Illinois Route 102. Hunters 
will be allowed to register for only 
one of the two sites. 

  Mazonia State Fish and Wild-
life Area, Grundy County: regis-
tration 10 a.m. - 2 p.m. at the site 
office just off Illinois Route 53, two 
miles southeast of Braceville. 

  Shabbona Lake State Rec-
reation Area, DeKalb County: 
registration 10 a.m. - 2 p.m. at the 
park office. Directions - go 2¬Ω 
miles south of Shabbona on Shab-
bona Road, turn east on Shabbona 
Grove Road and go ¬Ω mile (office 
is on left side of the road). 

  Sinnissippi Lake, Whiteside 
County: registration 10 a.m. - 2 
p.m. at Harry Oppold Marina, on 
Stouffer Road on the east edge of 
Sterling. 

  William Powers State Rec-
reation Area, Cook County: reg-
istration 10 a.m. - 2 p.m. at the 
boat launch, 126th St. and Ave. 0, 
Chicago. 

SUNDAY, JULY 28,  2013 
(Blinds allocated for one year) 

  Anderson Lake State Fish 
and Wildlife Area, Fulton County: 
registration 10 a.m. - 2 p.m. at the 
area check station, 13¬Ω miles 
southwest of Havana on Illinois 
Route 100. 

  Clear Lake, Mason County: 
registration 10 a.m. - 2 p.m. at 
Sand Ridge State Forest Head-
quarters, 25799E CTY RD. 2300N, 
Forest City. Phone (309) 597-2212. 
Follow the signs from Manito or 
Forest City. 

  Lake DePue State Fish and 
Wildlife Area, Bureau County: 
registration 10 a.m. - 2 p.m. at 

Oak Grove Park, ¬æ miles west of 
DePue on Illinois Route 29. 

  Marshall State Fish and Wild-
life Area including the Sparland 
Unit, Marshall County: registra-
tion 10 a.m. - 2 p.m. at the area 
check station, five miles south of 
Lacon on Illinois Route 26. 

  Rice Lake State Fish and 
Wildlife Area, Fulton County: reg-
istration 10 a.m. - 2 p.m. at the area 
check station, three miles south of 
Banner on Route 24. 

  Sanganois State Fish and 
Wildlife Area, Cass and Mason 
Counties: registration 10 a.m. - 2 
p.m. On the east side of the main-
tenance building, two miles north 
of Chandlerville on Illinois Route 
78 (follow the signs to Sanganois). 

  Spring Lake State Fish and 
Wildlife Area and Pekin Lake State 
Fish and Wildlife Area, Tazewell 
County: registration 10 a.m. - 2 
p.m. at the south park office area, 
two miles north of Manito on 
County Rd. 16 (Manito Rd.) and 
eight miles west and south on 
Spring Lake Rd. 

  Starved Rock State Park, La-
Salle County: registration 10 a.m.- 
2 p.m. at the Point Shelter day use 
area on Illinois Route 71, about 
four miles east of Illinois Route 178 
or 5 miles west of Illinois Route 23 
in South Ottawa. 

  Woodford State Fish and 
Wildlife Area, Woodford County: 
registration 10 a.m. - 2 p.m. at the 
area check station, 5 miles north 
of Spring Bay on Illinois Route 26. 

  Mississippi River Pool 16: reg-
istration 10 a.m. - 2 p.m. at Loud 
Thunder Forest Preserve, 19408 
Loud Thunder Rd., Illinois City. 

  Mississippi River Pool 17: 
registration 10 a.m. - 2 p.m. at New 
Boston City Park. 

  Mississippi River Pool 18: 
registration 10 a.m. - 2 p.m. at 
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Delabar State Park, two miles 
north of Oquawka. 

Additional hunting infor-
mation and maps on the above 
sites can be accessed at http://
dnr.state.il.us/lands/landmgt/
hunter_fact_sheet/index.htm 

NEWS BITS
Online Dove Permits: Online 

applications will be accepted from 
resident Illinois hunters from June 
11-July 2 for the first lottery for Il-
linois Free Dove Hunting Permits 
for hunting at select state sites. 
Applications may be submitted 
for the second lottery by resident 
hunters who were unsuccessful 
in the first lottery, residents who 
did not apply in the first lottery, 
and non-resident hunters for the 
second lottery drawing from July 
3-16. After the second lottery per-
mit application deadline on July 
16, hunters may apply for remain-
ing free dove permits on a first-
come, first-served basis beginning 
at 8 a.m. on July 31. For more in-
formation on dove hunting permit 
areas and free dove permits, check 
the IDNR website at www.dnr.il-
linois.gov/hunting/dove

Wingshooting Clinics: The 
IDNR and participating partners 
sponsor wingshooting clinics at 
sites throughout Illinois to help 
improve the shooting skills of par-
ticipants. Youth/Women’s clinics 
are designed to teach participants 
basic firearm safety and the funda-
mentals of wingshooting. Hunter 
clinics are designed to enhance 
the wingshooting skills of hunters 
and provide sound wingshooting 
practice techniques. The clinics are 
conducted on select weekends this 
summer and early fall. For a com-
plete schedule, check the webpage 
at this link: http://dnr.state.il.us/
lands/landmgt/programs/wing-
shooting/WingshootingDates.htm

INDIANA
INDIANA HUNTERS 
TO PARTICIPATE IN 
NATIONAL DOVE 

HUNTING SURVEY
An upcoming survey will ask 

dove hunters in Indiana and across 
the U.S. to share their experiences 
and opinions about dove hunting. 

Topics in the National Dove 
Hunter Survey will include time 
spent hunting, demographics, con-
straints to hunting, and thoughts 
about potential effects of lead from 
spent ammunition on mourning 
doves and other wildlife. The 
study is a cooperative effort by 
state fish and wildlife agencies, in-
cluding the Indiana DNR Division 
of Fish & Wildlife, the National 
Flyway Council, and the U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service (USFWS). 

Mailing to a random sample of 
dove hunters will begin June 20. 
The survey will be completed by 
the end of 2013 and a final report 
will be delivered to involved agen-
cies in March 2014. 

“We really hope each dove 
hunter who receives a survey takes 
the time to complete and return 
it in the postage-paid envelope 
provided,” said Ken Richkus of 
the USFWS Population and Habi-
tat Assessment Branch. “Their 
answers are very important, and 
we appreciate their efforts to tell 
us what they think.” 

The National Dove Hunter 
Survey will give the USFWS a 
picture of mourning dove hunter 
thoughts and needs by state, 
region and nationwide, Richkus 
said. 

Hoosier hunters harvest more 
doves than any other species in 
Indiana, typically around 200,000 
annually. The birds are hunted 
in Indiana by more than 10,000 

hunters. 
“Dove hunting is enjoyed by 

many hunters here in Indiana, and 
I am glad they will have the op-
portunity to voice their opinions 
about this very important game 
bird,” said Budd Veverka, DNR 
Division of Fish & Wildlife’s farm-
land game research biologist. 

DNR Fish & Wildlife also 
works with the USFWS to conduct 
a statewide mourning dove calling 
survey each spring to determine 
population trends and a mourn-
ing dove banding program for a 
long-term harvest management 
strategy. 

Contact Information: Name: 
Budd Veverka Phone: (812) 334-
1137 Email: dnrnews@dnr.in.gov

GAME BIRD HABITAT 
DEVELOPMENT 

FUNDS AVAILABLE 
FOR LANDOWNERS

Private landowners looking 
to improve wildlife habitat on 
their property may qualify for 
financial assistance through the 
DNR Division of Fish & Wildlife, 
particularly if they want to ben-
efit bobwhite quail and ring-neck 
pheasants. 

Bobwhite quail and ring-neck 
pheasant are prized game birds. 
However, populations of both 
have suffered from permanent 
habitat loss or lack of maintenance 
on existing habitat. 

“It used to be that farming 
practices created and maintained 
a lot of the habitat that quail and 
pheasants needed,” said Gary 
Langell, private lands program 
manager for DNR Fish & Wild-
life. “More ground was typically 
disturbed each year than what 
was planted and harvested. Many 
of those disturbed areas would 
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remain idle for two or three years 
in a row before being disked up 
again and provided ideal nesting 
and winter cover. It is this type of 
habitat that we are lacking today, 
but it requires landowners to cre-
ate and maintain it.” 

The DNR Fish & Wildlife’s 
Private Lands Unit works with 
landowners to restore quail and 
pheasant habitat. A district wild-
life biologist will meet with the 
landowner, inspect the property 
and prepare a detailed manage-
ment plan. The biologist will also 
discuss financial assistance pro-
grams that are available through 
the DNR Fish & Wildlife to help 
offset the cost of habitat restora-
tion or maintenance. Qualified 
landowners are reimbursed for 
finished work in the amount 
agreed to by DNR Fish & Wildlife. 
Enhanced cost-share assistance is 
available to landowners in any of 
the Division’s quail or pheasant 
priority areas. 

“Each district wildlife biolo-
gist has a quail or pheasant prior-
ity area,” said Josh Griffin, south 
region private lands supervisor 
for DFW. “The more pheasant 
and quail habitat we can create or 
restore in these areas, the greater 
the potential for these birds to 
disburse into other areas of good 
habitat and maintain sustainable 
populations.” 

To determine if your land is in a 
quail or pheasant priority area, see 
dnr.IN.gov/dnr/wild/2352.htm. 

For more information on quail 
or pheasant priority areas, or 
for information on developing 
wildlife habitat on your property, 
contact your local district wildlife 
biologist. A directory is at dnr.
IN.gov/fishwild/2716.htm. 

Contact Information: Name: 
Josh Griffin Phone: (812) 526-8475 
Email: dnrnews@dnr.in.gov

SMALL GAME 
HUNTING SURVEY 
SENT TO INDIANA 

HUNTERS
The Indiana Department of 

Natural Resources has mailed a 
survey to 15,540 Indiana hunters 
to help improve the management 
of Indiana’s small game and fur-
bearer species. 

By completing this 20-question 
survey, hunters can give opinions 
on their hunting experiences of 
quail, grouse, pheasant, squirrel, 
rabbit, woodcock and crow. 

DNR research biologists will 
gather the information and sum-
marize it to help with manage-
ment practices for these species. 

“Hunter surveys are essential 
to determining how far Indiana 
hunters are willing to travel to 
hunt, the number of days they 
hunted, and if they’re satisfied 
with their hunting experiences,” 
said Budd Veverka, farmland 
game research biologist with the 
DNR Division of Fish & Wildlife. 
“This information is integral to 
our management plans and strate-
gies.” 

If you received a survey, be 
aware that the return date has been 
changed to June 1, 2013. 

Return the survey by that date 
for a chance to win Indiana sport-
ing licenses and stamp privileges 
worth up to $50. 

Contact Information: Budd 
Veverka Phone: (812) 334-1137 
Email: dnrnews@dnr.in.gov

 

IOWA
TRUMPETER SWAN 
RELEASE PLANNED 

AT FOUR SOUTHWEST 
IOWA SITES

Trumpeter swans will be re-
leased at four locations in south-
west Iowa as part of the Iowa 
Department of Natural Resources 
trumpeter swan relocation efforts 
to restore a wild free flying popu-
lation to Iowa. 

Four swans will be released at 
10 a.m., May 8, at the Mt. Ayr Wild-
life Area’s Walnut Creek Lake, 
with the help from the Ringgold 
County Conservation Board. 

Four swans will be released 
at 2 p.m., May 8, at Summit Lake, 
near Creston. The swans will be 
released near the boat ramp on the 
south side of Hwy. 25.

Four swans will be released at 
10:30 a.m., May 9, at Viking Lake 
State Park, near Stanton, with 
the help from the Montgomery 
County Conservation Board. The 
swans will be released near the 
restaurant/beach area.

Four swans will be released 
at 2:30 p.m., May 9, at Lake Anita 
State Park, near Anita, with the 
help from the Cass County Con-
servation Board. 

The public is invited to the 
releases. There will be a 20 minute 
presentation including an oppor-
tunity to see the swans up close. 
Trumpeter swans are the largest 
waterfowl in North America. The 
all white birds can weigh up to 
32 pounds and have an eight foot 
wingspan. 

The releases will occur rain 
or shine.



45
Magazine and web pages ads starting from $120/Yr

© Bird Dog & Retriever News, PO Box 120089, New Brighton, MN 55112  612-868-9169

June/July  2013                              We average over a half-million hits a month on the net.                        www.Bdarn.com

PROPOSED CHANGES 
TO HUNTING AND 

TRAPPING SEASONS 
AVAILABLE FOR 

PUBLIC COMMENT
The Iowa Department of Natu-

ral Resources is accepting public 
comments on proposals for five 
hunting and trapping seasons 
through May 23. 

The proposed changes to fur-
bearer, resident deer hunting, 
waterfowl and pigeon seasons 
and to the wildlife refuge list 
were approved during the April 
meeting of the Natural Resource 
Commission. 

Proposed changes to the fur-
bearer season include adding 
Audubon, Crawford, Dallas, Iowa, 
Muscatine and Poweshiek coun-
ties to the list of open areas for 
bobcats; removing the statewide 
quotas for bobcats and river otters; 
removing the 24-hour reporting 
requirement for bobcat and river 
otters and reducing the bag limit 
for river otters from 3 to 2 to pre-
vent too many river otters from 
being taken in any one area. 

Population surveys show bob-
cats and river otters are at a level 
that will sustain this additional 
harvest and allow Iowa’s hunters 
and trappers additional opportu-
nities and flexibility.

Proposed changes to resident 
deer hunting seasons include a 
reduction in the quota of paid 
antlerless deer licenses by 3,950 
in six counties in southwest Iowa, 
where deer harvest and trend 
surveys showed the reduction was 
needed most. 

The proposal calls for 800 few-
er antlerless licenses in Pottawat-
tamie County, 750 fewer in Cass 
County, 400 fewer in Mills County, 
250 fewer in Montgomery County, 

900 fewer in Fremont County and 
850 fewer in Page County. 

Proposed waterfowl season 
dates were adjusted to comply 
with federal regulations, ensures 
all seasons open on weekends, and 
removes the bag limit on light geese 
during the conservation order sea-
son. The proposal is based on the 
assumption that the federal regula-
tions for hunting ducks in 2013 will 
be the same as they were in 2012, 
but if population surveys are sub-
stantially lower, the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service could require more 
restrictive hunting regulations.

Proposed duck, mergansers 
and coots seasons dates are Sept. 
21-25 for all three zones, Oct. 12-
Dec. 5 in the North Zone, Oct. 19-
Dec. 12 in the South Zone and Oct. 
26-Dec. 19 in the Missouri River 
Zone. Youth waterfowl dates would 
be Oct. 5-6 in the North Zone, Oct. 
12-13 in the South Zone, and Oct. 
19-20 in the Missouri River Zone. 

Canada goose hunting season 
would be Sept. 28-Jan. 3 in the 
North Zone, Oct. 5-Jan. 10 in the 
South Zone, and Oct. 12-Jan. 17 in 
the Missouri River Zone. 

The DNR is proposing to 
remove Three Mile Lake, Union 
County, and Lake Sugema, Van 
Buren County, from the list of 
waterfowl refuges, and add Union 
Hills Wildlife Management Area 
to the list. 

A small portion of the Union 
Hills WMA would become a wa-
terfowl refuge with the goal of im-
proving the number of waterfowl 
that stay in the area during the fall 
migration. The majority of the area 
will remain open to hunting. 

The DNR is proposing to 
change pigeon season to being 
open year round to allow dove 
hunters the opportunity to take 
pigeons while dove hunting. 

Additional information re-
garding the proposed changes is 
available online at:

http://www.iowadnr.gov/
Hunting/HuntingLicensesLaws.
aspx 

Public comments will be ac-
cepted until May 23, 2013 when 
a public hearing will be held to 
take comments from the public. 
The meeting begins at 1 p.m. in 
the fourth floor conference room of 
the Wallace State Office Building, 
in Des Moines. 

Written comments may be 
directed to Wildlife Bureau Chief, 
Wallace State Office Building, 502 
East Ninth Street, Des Moines, IA 
50319-0034 or by email to wild-
life@dnr.iowa.gov or by fax to 
515-281-6794.

Persons wishing to convey 
their comments orally may con-
tact the Wildlife Bureau by phone 
at 515-281-5034 or by visiting the 
fourth floor of the Wallace State 
Office Building during regular 
business hours. 

KANSAS
NEW LEASE RATES 

AVAILABLE FOR 
WALK-IN HUNTING 

ACCESS LAND
Whether a landowner pos-

sesses 80 or 1,000 acres, WIHA 
can be an integral part of a land’s 
profitability 

PRATT” Since its inception in 
1995, the Walk-In Hunting Access 
(WIHA) program has been making 
private land available for public 
hunting through lease agreements 
between the Kansas Department 
of Wildlife, Parks and Tourism 
(KDWPT) and Kansas landown-
ers. This has provided hunters 
with access to more than 1 million 
acres of land not normally avail-
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able while still leaving the land in 
private ownership. 

New this fall, landowners 
who own or lease 80 or more 
contiguous acres of land can take 
advantage of higher rate payments 
and additional acreage ranges. 
Payment rates are often negotiable 
and based on the number of acres 
possessed, the quality of habitat, 
and length of the lease access 
period. 

Land used for the WIHA pro-
gram is typically Conservation 
Reserve Program (CRP) acres, but 
land with similar qualities and 
hunting opportunities, such as 
native rangeland, weedy wheat 
stubble, milo stubble, riparian 
areas, and wetland areas are also 
considered for enrollment. 

Applications are accepted 
year-round, however landowners 
wishing to participate in the fall 
2013 season dates will need to 
enroll by July 15. 

For more information, includ-
ing a list of current rates, contact 
your nearest KDWPT office or visit 
ksoutdoors.com. 

PHEASANTS FOREVER 
BIOLOGISTS TO 
CONDUCT CRP 
WORKSHOPS

Pheasants Forever workshops 
to assist landowners in CRP enroll-
ment 

The Farm Service Agency 
will administer a Conservation 
Reserve Program (CRP) general 
sign-up May 20, 2013 through June 
14, 2013. To get the word out about 
this sign-up period and to assist 
landowners in signing up, Kansas 
Pheasants Forever biologists will 
conduct a series of workshops 
across the state. 

The workshops will be set up 
to answer any questions landown-
ers have about CRP, as well as 
provide attendees with informa-
tion on how they can improve 
their chances of getting accepted 
through the use of practices ben-
eficial to wildlife. Several of the 
workshop locations are accepting 
walk-in customers and appoint-
ments to provide one-on-one, site-
specific consultations. To find a 
Pheasants Forever CRP workshop 

near you, see the list below. 
Landowners enrolled 

in the CRP program receive 
annual rental payments 
and cost-share assistance 
to establish long-term, 
resource-conserving cov-
ers on eligible farmland. 
Land that is not currently 
enrolled in CRP can be of-
fered during sign-up if all 
eligibility requirements are 
met. Contracts awarded 
during this general sign-
up will become effective 
October 1, 2013. 

The CRP program was 
first included in the 1985 
Farm Bill to reduce soil 

erosion by taking land out of 
production and establishing per-
manent cover. At the time, it was 
estimated that topsoil was being 
lost at a rate of 3 billion tons per 
year due to erosion. Today’s CRP 
program has evolved to address 
issues of water quality, as well as 
wildlife habitat. In Kansas, CRP 
has reduced erosion, improved 
water and air quality, and pro-
vided more than 2 million acres 
of native grass habitat critical to 
prairie wildlife, including the 
lesser prairie chicken. 

KENTUCKY
KENTUCKY FISH 
AND WILDLIFE 
COMMISSION 

PROPOSES EARLY 
MIGRATORY BIRD 

SEASONS AND BEAR 
SEASON CHANGES
 The Kentucky Fish and Wild-

life Commission recommended 
the 2013-2014 early migratory bird 
season dates and increased bear 
hunting opportunities at its quar-
terly meeting June 7. All recom-
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mendations must be approved by 
legislators before they become law. 

Proposed early migratory bird 
seasons for 2013-2014 include: 

Mourning Dove 
Sept. 1 - Oct. 24; Nov. 28 - Dec. 6; 
Dec. 28, 2013 - Jan. 3, 2014 
September Canada Goose 
Sept. 1 - 15 
Wood Duck and Teal 
Sept. 18 - 22 
American Woodcock 
Nov. 1 - Dec. 15 
Virginia and Sora Rail, Com-

mon Moorhen and Purple Gallinule 
Sept. 1 - Nov. 9 
Common Snipe 
Sept. 18 - Oct. 27; Nov. 28, 2013 

- Feb. 2, 2014 
Sandhill Crane 
Dec. 14, 2013 - Jan. 12, 2014 

LOUISIANA

HUNTING HERITAGE 
PROGRAM NEEDS 

MENTORS FOR THE 
2013-14 HUNTING 

SEASON
The Louisiana Department 

of Wildlife and Fisheries (LDWF) 
is seeking hunting mentors for 
its Louisiana Hunting Heritage 
Program (LHHP) for the 2013-14 
hunting season.

The LHHP matches experi-
enced hunters, or mentors, with 
persons who would like to learn 
about hunting, but lack someone 
to teach them. The mentors help 
new hunters, or apprentices, learn 
the skills necessary to become in-
dependent hunters.

“Serving as a mentor is a great 

way for an experienced hunter to 
pass along their knowledge and 
love of the outdoors to another 
person who has the desire to learn, 
but lacks the support structure a 
new hunter needs,” said John St-
urgis, LDWF Education Program 
manager. “This is a great oppor-
tunity for an experienced hunter 
who wants to help perpetuate the 
sport, and may have special ap-
peal to retirees who hunt or hunt-
ers whose children are grown,” 
Sturgis added.

 Mentors will be provided 
with training and support from 
LDWF and will be covered by the 
department’s liability insurance 
while engaged in LHHP-related 
activities. The mentor’s role is 
to help their apprentice gain the 
skills and confidence they need 
to hunt independently. This may 
include time at the shooting range, 
learning how to scout and identify 
game, selecting equipment, clean-
ing game and actually hunting 
together.

Mentors will be assigned an 
apprentice hunter by LDWF af-
ter the apprentice has completed 
an application and undergone a 
background check. Assignment 
of apprentices and mentors takes 
into consideration location, type of 
hunting each person is interested 
in and other factors that will help 
make the match successful.

The previous hunting season 
was the first year the LHHP was 
operational and several mentor/ 
apprentice matches were made. 
Gene Thibodeaux, Sr., a mentor 
from Youngsville, hunted ducks 
with his apprentice and reported 
that he enjoyed working with 
his apprentice saying: “I would 
be honored to do this again next 
year.” Robert Rackley, a mentor 
from Baton Rouge, commented: 
“Overall, excellent program and 

send me another person next 
year.”

LHHP mentor applications 
should be submitted by July 1, 
2013 to allow time for processing 
and matching with apprentices. 
Mentor-apprentice matches will 
be made by mid-August to allow 
time to prepare for the hunting 
season. 

Persons interested in serving 
as hunting mentors can find appli-
cations and additional information 
on the LHHP at www.wlf.la.gov/
louisiana-hunting-heritage-pro-
gram or they can contact John St-
urgis at 225-763-5448 or jsturgis@
wlf.la.gov .

 

MICHIGAN
MICHIGAN 
PHEASANT 

RESTORATION 
INITIATIVE PICKS UP 

NEW CO-OP
Contact: Holly Vaughn, 248-

359-9062; Ben Wickerham (Pheas-
ants Forever), 517-316-5106; or 
Sarah Lapshan, 517-241-1736 

Tuscola County has a new 
Michigan Pheasant Restoration 
Initiative cooperative, courtesy 
of the dedicated efforts of Viola 
Cobb. Cobb, 86 years old and a 
longtime pheasant admirer, single-
handedly generated the support 
and garnered the enthusiasm 
necessary to form this co-op in 
the Millington area through phone 
calls, knocking on doors and dis-
tributing flyers.

In May, the co-op met for their 
first formal meeting. Ben Wick-
erham of Pheasants Forever and 
Jeff Kalin of Gratiot Conservation 
District spoke to the group, and 
after the meeting, a ceremonial 
pair of pheasants was released to 
commemorate the kick-off of the 
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new cooperative.
The 15 landowners within 

this southern Tuscola County 
cooperative will manage their 
properties, totaling over 1,200 
acres, to help pheasants thrive. 
Pheasants require large blocks of 
grassland habitat for nesting, and 
tall wetland and grassland plants 
such as cattails and switchgrass 
for winter cover.

The Michigan Pheasant Res-
toration Initiative is a conserva-
tion initiative of diverse partners 
working together to restore and 
enhance Michigan pheasant habi-
tat, populations and hunting op-
portunity on private and public 
lands. The initiative is accomplish-
ing its goals through the formation 
of cooperatives in the southeastern 
Lower Peninsula. The MPRI’s goal 
is to establish 10 cooperative areas 
by 2015, totaling 15,000 to 20,000 
acres of quality pheasant habitat.

Current pheasant cooperatives 
include the Lake Hudson Coop-
erative in Lenawee County, the 
Cheboyganing Co-op in Saginaw 
and Bay counties, the Baltimore 
Township Co-op in Barry County, 
the Saginaw County Co-op in 
Saginaw and Shiawassee coun-
ties, the Grindstone-Port Hope 
Sportsmen’s Club Pheasant Co-op 
in Huron County and the newly 
formed Tuscola County Pheasant 
Cooperative.

Those interested in partici-
pating in the Michigan Pheasant 

Restoration Initiative, 
forming their own neigh-
borhood pheasant co-
operative or finding out 
where they can join an 
existing co-op can con-
tact their local wildlife 
biologist or visit www.
michigan.gov/pheasant.

The Michigan Pheas-
ant Restoration Initiative 

is a cooperative partnership be-
tween the DNR, Pheasants Forev-
er, Michigan United Conservation 
Clubs, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service, the Michigan Department 
of Agriculture and Rural Develop-
ment, local conservation districts 
and other conservation organiza-
tions to facilitate a revitalization 
of Michigan’s pheasant popula-
tion. This initiative is intended 
to enhance small game hunting 
opportunities, increase wildlife 
populations, improve hunter 
satisfaction and help Michigan’s 
economy.

The Michigan Department of 
Natural Resources is committed 
to the conservation, protection, 
management, use and enjoyment 
of the state’s natural and cultural 
resources for current and future 
generations. For more informa-
tion, go to www.michigan.gov/
dnr.

MINNESOTA

THANKS TO THOSE 
WHO ENROLL LAND 

IN CRP
If you own private land in the 

agricultural part of the state, the 
future of wildlife and water qual-
ity depends on you.

This is true because grass-
lands, wetlands and other forms 
of cover are critical for providing 

pheasants, ducks and a myriad of 
nongame species with the nesting 
sites, food and shelter they need. 
That cover is found primarily on 
private lands.

For this reason I offer my sin-
cere thanks to those of you who 
have enrolled land in the Conser-
vation Reserve Program (CRP). 
You have been a friend to wildlife, 
soil, clean water and the Minneso-
tans who value them. Your efforts 
are appreciated. Hopefully, others 
will follow your example before 
the sign-up closes June 14.

Preserving grassland is one 
of the great environmental chal-
lenges we face. Long ago, tallgrass 
prairie covered about one-third 
of Minnesota and totaled some 18 
million acres. Today, less than 2 
percent remains. What remains is 
further threatened by the current 
combination of low interest rates, 
high corn and soybean prices and 
ever-increasing yields per acre that 
make it economically attractive to 
convert even marginal grassland 
that was never before deemed 
tillable.

Since 2007, conversion of idle 
lands to cropland has been ac-
celerating. In fact, grassland-to-
cropland conversions in the Corn 
Belt have not been this high since 
the 1920s and 1930s, the era of 
rapid mechanization of America’s 
agriculture. The National Agricul-
ture Statistics Service reports that 
grassland conversion to corn and 
soybeans (1 to 5.4 percent annu-
ally) across a significant portion 
of the Western Corn Belt is com-
parable to deforestation rates in 
Brazil, Malaysia and Indonesia.

Since its beginning in 1985, 
CRP has contributed to improv-
ing Minnesota’s water quality and 
done more for grassland wildlife 
than any other conservation pro-
gram. At one point, there were 1.9 
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million acres of CRP in Minnesota; 
today that amount is about 1.4 
million acres. Since 2007, however, 
Minnesota has lost 425,000 acres of 
CRP. Another 625,000 acres of CRP 
in the state is scheduled to expire 
over the next five years. Together, 
that’s a land mass roughly the size 
of Rhode Island.

If you are enrolled in CRP 
please consider re-enrolling. If you 
have land that could be enrolled, 
please consider it. You might also 
consider enrolling your grassland 
in the Walk-In Access program. 
This program provides financial 
incentives for landowners to keep 
land in CRP by allowing public 
hunting on that land. Now en-
tering its third year, the walk-in 
program has expanded to 35 coun-
ties in western Minnesota, with a 
goal of enrolling 25,000 acres. This 
program has proven successful for 
both landowners and hunters.

Your local Farm Service Agen-
cy office can provide more infor-
mation on CRP and the Walk-In 
Access program. At many loca-
tions you will meet specialized 
consultants funded by the Farm 
Bill Partnership and supported 
by the Board of Water and Soil 
Resources, Minnesota Department 
of Natural Resources, Pheasants 
Forever and the Environment and 
Natural Resources Trust Fund.

So stop by. Ask questions. Get 
answers. And know that if you do 
enroll, you will make a positive 
impact on our environment for 
years to come, and for that, I “ and 
all Minnesotans “ thank you.

MONTANA
FWP SEEKS 

APPLICANTS FOR 
CITIZEN ADVISORY 

COMMITTEE
FWP is seeking volunteer ap-

plicants to fill four slots on the 
Region One Citizen Advisory 
Committee (CAC). The 14-mem-
ber CAC is in its 18th year and 
was established to provide input 
and guidance to FWP from the 
public. This is a general advisory 
committee that works with FWP 
on all issues and programs.

CAC members come from 
across northwest Montana. Advi-
sors serve in a volunteer capacity 
with meals and mileage provided. 
Evening meetings are held about 
six times per year.

The function of the CAC is to:
 • Help promote Montana’s 

strong hunting, fishing, trapping, 
and recreational traditions;

 • Help make FWP personnel 
more available and responsive to 
the public

 • Contribute to local decision-
making and local solutions

 • Help FWP be aware of issues 
before they become problems

 • Influence the choice of proj-
ects to benefit the Region’s fish, 
wildlife, habitat, anglers, hunters, 
and other recreationists.

Some of the major issues and 
programs which have involved the 
CAC include: boating rules, lake 
management, big game seasons, 
bear management, predator man-
agement, hunting plans, fisheries 
management, and information 
and media.

To apply for the CAC, con-
tact FWP at 752-5501. Interested 
persons will receive an applica-

tion by mail or email. You may 
request an application via email 
by contacting Martha Abbrescia 
at mabbrescia@mt.gov

FWP SEEKS COMMENT 
ON WILDLIFE 
PROPOSALS

The Montana Fish, Wildlife 
& Parks Commission is seeking 
public comment on several wild-
life and hunting related proposals.

The proposals include:
 the 2013 upland game bird 

quotas and limits, which will 
mostly remain identical to last 
year. The lone change includes 
increasing permit quotas for fall 
turkey hunts in Gallatin County 
from 10 to 50, and from two to 10 
for the area’s youth hunt.

 an agreement to a court-or-
dered settlement with a landown-
er to provide road and parking 
access to the Marias River Wildlife 
Management Areas southeast of 
Shelby.

 a work plan for using an 
expected $27,000 in nongame 
check-off funds donated to FWP 
by Montana taxpayers to fund 
species of concern inventory and 
monitoring; ranking habitat for 
conservation; a student stipend for 
nongame research; ongoing syl-
vatic plague vaccine research for 
black-footed ferret recovery; and 
education and outreach efforts.

 a hunting access agreement 
that would continue to provide 
public access to some elk hunters 
in exchange for a hunting district 
411-21 either-sex permit for use by 
a Swanz Ranch family member. 
FWP would issue four additional 
411-21 permits to hunters from a 
list of unsuccessful applicants for 
hunting only on the Swanz prop-
erty. Based on positive post-hunt 


