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News From The AKC

Chairman’s Report 
-- Making a Difference for 

Canine Health and Well-Being -

At the March Delegates 
meeting, Article III of the Amer-
ican Kennel Club Bylaws was 
amended to include the follow-
ing: “The objects of the Club 
shall be to advance canine health 
and well-being…” Someone un-
familiar with the AKC might see 
this as a beginning. In fact, noth-
ing could be further from the 
truth.  Instead, this amendment 
signals the commitment each 
of us has to the never-ending 
journey begun decades ago by 
our responsible breeders and 
breed Parent Clubs - a journey 
that is making a difference for 
dog health and well-being, but 
one that is not truly understood 
by the public.

Probably the most well-
known product of the journey is 
the AKC Canine Health Founda-
tion, which was instituted by the 
AKC in 1995 and is the largest 
funder of exclusively canine 
health research in the world 
today. Since its inception, the 
AKCCHF has funded almost 600 
grants, totaling nearly $30 mil-
lion – all addressing the health 
needs of dogs during their life-
time by focusing on all aspects 
of their physical, emotional and 
social well-being. What is not 
known by many people is that 
over 30 years ago the AKC was 
the first and the principle funder 
of the research that developed 
the vaccine for canine parvovi-

rus, thus saving thousands of 
puppies’ lives around the world.

There is no doubt that re-
sponsible breeders - in their 
efforts to protect, preserve, and 
improve their breeds with every 
litter - embrace the advances in 
health screening and tests. These 
breeders apply their understand-
ing of the science of genetics 
by utilizing the screening and 
testing protocols designed to 
aid in the selection of a sire and 
dam. Today there are a number 
of health registries that support 
breeders in that selection pro-
cess, including the Orthopedic 
Foundation for Animals (OFA) 
and the Canine Eye Registration 
Foundation (CERF). In addition, 
the AKCCHF and the OFA cre-
ated the Canine Health Infor-
mation Center (CHIC). Working 
with participating Parent Clubs, 
CHIC provides a centralized 
health database used as a re-
source for breeders of purebred 
dogs to research information on 
the health issues prevalent in 
specific breeds. 

The AKC recognizes our 
breeders’ motto of “Breed to 
Improve,” and offers significant 
information to help them achieve 
their ongoing quest. CHIC is but 
one of the many examples of 
available information and op-
portunities for advancing knowl-
edge for the AKC breeder. The 
AKC offers breeders information 
via the website and the quarterly 
AKC Breeder Newsletter - cover-
ing a wide range of topics of in-
terest to breeders. The AKCCHF 

hosts the National AKC Parent 
Club Canine Health Confer-
ence, affording dog breeders the 
opportunity to meet, learn, and 
share ideas with some of the 
most sought after researchers 
and experts in their fields. The 
latest addition to AKC programs 
helping breeders is the AKC 
Breeder-to-Breeder Workshop 
coming to the AKC/Eukanuba 
National Championship in Or-
lando this December. This will 
be a free workshop open to all 
AKC breeders. Pre-eminent ex-
pert AKC breeders will share the 
thinking behind their successful 
breeding programs in a learning 
experience that is sure to deliver 
“news you can use.”

The improvements we are 
seeing in the health of our dogs 
are a direct result of responsible 
breeders’ commitment to utiliz-
ing today’s science.

Our AKC Breed Parent Clubs 
are strongly committed to the 
journey of improving the health 
and well-being of their breeds 
through educational outreach 
and funding research studies. 
Virtually every Parent Club’s 
website includes a prominent 
health section supporting health 
awareness and education in their 
breed, identifying beneficial 
screening and testing protocols, 
and reporting on funded studies. 
In the aggregate, AKC Parent 
Clubs have contributed millions 
of dollars to fund research stud-
ies - many already yielding the 
science to change lives.

As George Bernard Shaw 
said, “We are made wise not 
by the recollection of our past, 
but by the responsibility for our 
future.” By adding “health and 
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well-being” so prominently into 
our Bylaws, we are re-affirming 
our commitment and our respon-
sibility to ensure that every AKC 
dog can be a better dog and a 
quality pet. Our collective com-
mitment to protecting, preserv-
ing, and improving the dogs we 
breed is vital and strong.

While we continue our mis-
sion, we must address a cru-
cial issue: The fastest way to 
improve the lives of dogs is to 
connect knowledgeable puppy 
buyers with responsible breed-
ers who register with the AKC. 
Unfortunately, we know that is 
not always the case. Not every 
dog breeder shares the motto 
“Breed to Improve,” and not ev-
ery puppy buyer knows how to 
discern those that do from those 
that don’t.

It is imperative that we have 
a better informed, more knowl-
edgeable puppy buyer – par-
ticularly in regard to health and 
well-being. In the spirit affirmed 
by Nelson Mandela, educating 
puppy buyers is the most power-
ful weapon we can use to change 
the destiny of dogs. We are ag-
gressively committed to being 
at the forefront of that education.

And it is imperative that 
we have a way for responsible 
breeders to identify themselves 
and their litters. Certainly, our 
10,000–member Breeder of Merit 
program is one way for the pub-
lic to identify breeders who cer-
tify that applicable health screens 
are performed on their breeding 
stock as recommended by their 
breed’s Parent Club. However, 
not every responsible breeder 
meets all of the Breeder of Merit 
requirements around sport par-

ticipation. A manageable way 
of identifying all AKC breed-
ers who certify that applicable 
health screens were performed 
is a necessary goal in our desire 
to help buyers find healthy pup-
pies.

In light of the importance of 
improving the health and well-
being of all dogs, the Delegates 
acted wisely by writing the com-
mitment to both into the Objects 
of the AKC Bylaws. While this 
is a reaffirmation of our beliefs 
and actions for the last 100+ 
years, it shall be addressed with 
energy – much like Yul Brynner’s 
pronouncement from Cecil B. 
DeMille’s epic film The Ten Com-
mandments, “So let it be written; 
so let it be done.” 

Your comments and sugges-
tions are most welcome atk@
akc.org.

Sincerely,, Alan Kalter, Chair-
man

Highlights From The 
June 2013 AKC Delegate 

and Board Meetings 
Highlights from the June 

11-12, 2013 meetings of the AKC 
Delegates and AKC Board of 
Directors are as follows. Full de-
tails on these actions, as well as 
other actions taken, are included 
in the minutes for the meetings, 
which will be posted on the AKC 
website.

Delegate Meeting

• The Delegates approved 
an amendment to the Rules 
for Pointing Breed Field Trials 
to permit the Irish Setter Club 

of America to hold a Gun Dog 
Championship open to walking 
handlers only. 

• It was reported that AKC 
had retained the Edelman PR 
firm to assist in its public rela-
tions outreach and communica-
tions efforts.

Board Meeting

• The Board adopted a 
procedure for the selection of 
the Conformation Judges Review 
Committee. The committee is to 
consist of two Executive Field 
Representatives and three judges 
randomly selected from a Board-
approved pool of judges. The 
full details are in the June 2013 
minutes.

• The Board approved the 
creation of a new AKC Com-
munity Canine Testing Program 
which targets the pet-owning 
public. The program builds on 
the skills learned in the CGC pro-
gram. Effective October 1, 2013, 
dogs that pass the Community 
Canine test will receive the title 
of Community Canine (CMC).

• The Federacion Canina 
Dominicana (Dominican Re-
public) was added to the list of 
foreign registries with pedigrees 
acceptable for AKC registration.

• The National Owner 
Handled Series competition may 
be offered at any independent 
Conformation event (All-Breed, 
Group Specialty) beginning with 
the 2014 qualifying period (Octo-
ber 10, 2013).
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News from the Enemy Camps & the Good Guys

NSSF STUDY: FIRST-
TIME GUN BUYERS
A study commissioned by the 

National Shooting Sports Foun-
dation reveals that first-time gun 
buyers are largely active in one or 
more shooting activities and that 
women are motivated to purchase 
their first firearm predominately 
for personal defense.

NSSF is the trade association 
for the firearms, ammunition, 
hunting and shooting sports in-
dustry.

The study, “NSSF Report: 
First-Time Gun Buyer,” was done 
to help determine the motivations 
for the first firearm purchase and 
how these firearms are being 
used. The online research was 
conducted in March -- April 2013 
and involved consumers aged 22 
to 65 who bought their first firearm 
during 2012. InfoManiacs Inc., 
conducted the research.

Key findings include . . . 
• The majority of first-time 

buyers (60.3 percent) tend to be 
active, using their gun once per 
month or more, with one in five 
reporting usage of once a week 
or more.

• Target shooting is by far 
the most popular shooting activ-
ity among first-time gun owners, 
with 84.3 percent of respondents 
saying they used their firearms 
for this purpose, followed by 
hunting (37.7 percent) and plink-
ing (27.4 percent). Practical pistol 
shooting (17.3 percent) and clay-
target shooting (14.6 percent) were 
shooting sports also enjoyed by 
first-time buyers.

• First-time gun owners who 
have participated in hunting (53.2 
percent), practical pistol shooting 
(46.3 percent), clay-target sports 
(44.0 percent) and gun collecting 
(42.4 percent) said they want to 
increase their participation in 
these activities.

The top-ranking factors driv-
ing first-time gun purchases are 
home defense (87.3 percent), self-
defense (76.5 percent) and the desire 
to share shooting activities with 
family and friends (73.2 percent). 
Women, in particular, are highly 
focused on personal defense and 
self-sufficiency.

Older first-time buyers--the 55 
to 65 age group--indicated concern 
that firearms may no longer be 
available to them was one of many 
reasons for their purchase.

Most first-time buyers pur-
chased their guns through local 
gun shops (43.6 percent) and mass 
retailers such as Walmart and Ca-
bela’s (33.6 percent). First-time gun 
buyers spent an average of $515 for 
their first gun and nearly as much 
as for accessories ($504). Nearly a 
quarter of first-time buyers bought 
at least one more firearm within the 
first year after their first purchase 
spending more, on average, on the 
later purchase.

This report is exclusive to NSSF 
members and can accessed by 
logging in at www.nssf.org/mem-
bers and selecting NSSF Industry 
Research. For additional informa-
tion pertaining to NSSF industry 
research please visit www.nssf.org/
research or contact NSSF Director 
Industry Research and Analysis Jim 
Curcuruto at jcucuruto@nssf.org.

U.S. REP SAM GRAVES 
(R-MO.) PRAISED 

FOR INTRODUCTION 
OF H.R. 2361, 

PROTECTING 
AMERICANS SECOND 
AMENDMENT RIGHTS

 The National Shooting Sports 
Foundation (NSSF), the trade as-
sociation for the firearms and am-
munition industry, today praised 
U.S. Rep. Sam Graves (R-Mo.) for 
his introduction of H.R. 2361, leg-
islation intended to prevent states 
and municipalities from enacting 
or raising taxes or fees on the pur-
chase of firearms or ammunition.

“Congressman Graves is to be 
commended for introducing a bill 
to prevent one of the latest tactics 
of anti-gun politicians, that is 
pricing firearms and ammunition 
out of reach of responsible, law-
abiding Americans through new 
taxes on the state or local level,” 
said Lawrence G. Keane, senior 
vice president and general coun-
sel, NSSF. “We believe that such 
taxes are unconstitutional and, in 
effect, amount to a poll tax on the 
Second Amendment. We endorse 
H.R. 2361.”

Cook County, Illinois enacted 
a $25 tax on new firearms pur-
chases earlier this year and had 
considered a tax on ammunition, 
as well. Legislators in several 
other states, including California, 
Maryland and New Jersey have 
introduced similar proposals.

H.R. 2361 is known as the Pro-
tecting Honest, Everyday Ameri-
cans from Senseless and Needless 
Taxes Act, or PHEASANT Act.
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CREDIBILITY OF 
BLOOMBERG AND 

MAIG SUFFERS 
ENORMOUS BLOW
Things haven’t been going 

too well lately for New York City 
Mayor Michael Bloomberg. The 
billionaire mayor and his anti-gun 
group, Mayors Against Illegal 
Guns (MAIG) ran into criticism 
last week from Senator Chuck 
Schumer for attacking Democrat 
senators who voted against gun-
control legislation.

“Frankly, I don’t think Bloom-
berg’s ads are effective,” Schumer 
told Time magazine. “The Mayor 
of New York City putting ads 
against people in red states is not 
going to be effective.”

But Schumer’s comments were 
nothing compared to what came 
next.

At a New Hampshire stop on 
the Mayors Against Illegal Guns 
“No More Names” bus tour, orga-
nizers read the names of people 
killed by “gun violence” during 
the six months since the tragedy in 
Newtown. But there was something 
amiss: included among the names 
read was Tamerlan Tsarnaev, one 
of the Boston Marathon bombers. 
Observers were outraged.

While the reporter that cov-
ered the event for the New Hamp-
shire Union Leader didn’t mention 
this egregious misrepresentation 
until near the end of his story, oth-
ers paid much more attention to it. 
The news of this slap in the face to 
the victims of the Boston bombing 
spread quickly over the internet, 
picked up by the Washington 
Examiner, National Review, Fox 
News and the Drudge Report. A 
Bloomberg spokesperson eventu-
ally apologized for the mistake.

But the story didn’t end there. 
Tsarnaev was not the only gun 

“victim” on the bus tour’s list. 
It turns out that one of every 12 
names on the Bloomberg “victim” 
list are crime suspects “ including 
the likes of California cop killer 
Christopher Dorner. Bloomberg 
and MAIG’s worldview is so 
skewed, they think murderers are 
actually victims!

With this flub, Bloomberg has 
actually done our work for us, il-
lustrating that firearms are often 
used to neutralize criminals or ter-
rorists bent on mayhem. After all, 
that’s why the police carry them. 
But they are equally useful in the 
hands of law-abiding citizens 
when first responders aren’t pres-
ent to stop a criminal in his tracks.

Now Bloomberg’s people say 
they are going to “scrub” the list 
but the damage to his credibility 
can’t be reversed. And that has 
consequences in politics. In New 
Hampshire, there is mounting 
pressure on the mayor of Dover, 
the only MAIG member in the 
state, to resign from the group. 
Other politicians all across the 
country are having to reevaluate 
whether they can believe any of 
the claims made by MAIG, since 
this episode makes it clear that 
the group doesn’t even bother to 
check its facts before parading 
them before the media. And the 
bus tour faces an uncertain future, 
now having put itself in the box of 
having to decide which “victims 
of gun violence” are good or bad.

The bell cannot be un-rung. 
And this bell tolls for the credibil-
ity of any claims made by Bloom-
berg and MAIG. Mayors and other 
politicians across the country have 
now been warned.

Larry Keane is senior vice 
president and general counsel 
for the National Shooting Sports 
Foundation. Follow him on Twit-
ter at @lkeane.

NSSF EXPANDS 
HUNTING WORKS 

FOR 
AMERICA‚ HUNTING 

WORKS FOR 
PENNSYLVANIA 

IS NEWEST STATE 
CHAPTER ADDED TO 

AWARD-WINNING 
PROGRAM

The National Shooting Sports 
Foundation (NSSF), the trade as-
sociation for the firearms industry, 
is proud to announce that the 
Hunting Works for America foot-
print has grown and now includes 
a state chapter in Pennsylvania. 
Hunting Works for Pennsylvania 
joins Arizona, Minnesota, North 
Dakota, Iowa and Missouri as the 
sixth state to be included in the 
award-winning Hunting Works 
for America program.

The newly formed Hunting 
Works for Pennsylvania partner-
ship has more than 60 partner 
organizations and will be adding 
dozens more in the weeks and 
months to come.

Hunting Works for America, 
through its state organizations, 
is an initiative that seeks to bring 
into an alliance shooting sports 
organizations with businesses, 
workers and other non-traditional 
hunting entities such as chambers 
of commerce, convention and visi-
tors bureaus and other trade asso-
ciations, through a shared interest 
in the economic impact of hunting.

“Make no mistake, hunting 
in Pennsylvania is a powerful 
economic engine that supports 
conservation and jobs. Pennsyl-
vanians take their right to hunt 
seriously and one indicator of 
their impact is what we pay at 
the cash register,” said Chris Dol-
nack, senior vice president and 
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chief marketing officer for NSSF. 
“Hunters spend $986 million a 
year in Pennsylvania and contrib-
ute $121 million in state and local 
taxes. This spending translates 
into 15,000 Pennsylvania jobs, $529 
million in salaries and wages and 
an economic ripple effect of $1.6 
billion.”

Taxes, fees and surcharges that 
hunters pay when they purchase 
licenses, tags and equipment fund 
Pennsylvania’s conservation ef-
forts which benefit game and non-
game species as well as anyone 
who enjoys the outdoors.

Hunting Works for Pennsyl-
vania launched today with a press 
conference held at the State Capi-
tol. Hunting Works for Pennsyl-
vania is co-chaired by Vern Ross, 
vice president of the National 
Wild Turkey Federation Board, 
Rob Fulton, president and CEO 
of the Pennsylvania Association 
of Travel and Tourism, Janet Nyce, 
member of the Governor’s Advi-
sory Council on Hunting, Fishing 
and Conservation, and Joe Keffer, 
owner of The Sportsman’s Shop in 
New Holland, Penn.

Hunting Works for America 
initially launched in 2010 with 
Hunting Works for Arizona, Hunt-
ing Works for Minnesota and 
Hunting Works for North Dakota. 
These states were joined by Hunt-
ing Works for Iowa and Hunting 
Works for Missouri in 2012 and 
Hunting Works for Pennsylvania 
in 2013. All totaled, the Hunting 
Works for America program now 
represents more than 700 business-
es, organizations and associations 
representing tens of thousands of 
stakeholders.

Becoming a member of HW-
FPA is absolutely free of charge so 
please visit www.HuntingWorks-
forPA.com to learn more about 
how to become a partner and the 

program including leadership, 
members, social media opportu-
nities and local hunting seasons. 
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State News

ARKANSAS
DUNKLIN NAMED 

DUCKS UNLIMITED 
NATIONAL 
PRESIDENT

George Dunklin Jr., of 
Humphrey, whose term on 
the Arkansas Game and Fish 
Commission concluded a 
year ago, has been installed as 
the national president of Ducks 
Unlimited. 

He will be DU’s president for 
two years. 

Dunklin is the second former 
AGFC commissioner to head 
a major national conversation 
organization in recent years. Jim 
Hinkle of Mountain View was 
chairman of the National Wild 
Turkey Federation in 2010-2012. 

Dunklin is a rice farmer in 
addition to other business inter-
ests and has been involved in 
conservation, especially wetlands 
habitat, for many years. His Five 
Oaks Lodge near his home has 
an international reputation and 
is a model for many of his habitat 
endeavors. 

He was the 2009 Budweiser 
Conservationist of the Year, and 
he put the $50,000 received for this 
award into habitat work on Bayou 
Meto Wildlife Management Area. 
He was an AGFC commissioner 
from 2005 to June 30, 2012, and 
served as the agency’s chairman 
his final year. 

Dunklin and his wife Livia 
have three daughters, Megan, Hil-
ary and Lauren. 

Dunklin, a third generation 

rice farmer, said, “My father 
would constantly tell me that we 
did not own this land but were 
simply the tenants for the short 
time we were here. It’s our respon-
sibility to leave this land better 
than we found it, a responsibility 
that rings true for me today.” 

SUPER RETRIEVER 
SERIES COMING TO 

CAMP ROBINSON SUA 
 The Arkansas Game and 

Fish Commission’s Boone Pond 
retriever training area at Camp 
Robinson Special Use Area will 
play host to the Super Retriever 
Series May 31-June 2. 

The Super Retriever Series 
sanctions hunting retriever com-
petitions across the country, but 
the May 31-June 2 event near 
Mayflower is part of a fund-rais-
ing effort to expand the popular 
Boone Pond training area 
at Camp Robinson SUA. 

“The area has ex-
tremely high use at certain 
times of year,” said AGFC 
wildlife biologist Matt 
Mourot.  “Sometimes, 
there are dozens of people 
and retrievers using the 
area on a daily basis.” 

For the past two years, the 
Arkansas Game and Fish Com-
mission has been working with 

the Pin Oak Hunting Retriever 
Club and the Super Retriever 
Series to expand the highly 
popular retriever training 
area located off of Arkansas 
Highway 89 east of Mayflower. 
In 2012, the AGFC provided 
equipment and labor to clear 
an additional 25 acres adjacent 
to the existing training area. 
The retriever club has raised 
money and solicited in-kind 

donations of equipment and 
materials. 

“A few years ago, we began to 
see that there was a high demand, 
and we felt like we needed to 
add to it,” said Larry McMurry, 
a retriever trainer and member of 
the Pin Oak HRC. “People were 
pulling up and leaving because it 
was so crowded at times.” 

Working with Pin Oak HRC 
and other members of the state’s 
retriever training community, 
the AGFC originally developed 
the Boone Pond training area on 
Camp Robinson SUA in 2000. Use 
of the area skyrocketed over the 
next decade, including the use 
by the Super Retriever Series for 
nationally televised events. 

The AGFC and retriever train-
ing groups saw an opportunity 
to expand the area following a 
tornado that devastated timber 



36
We are the largest read hunting/dog magazine

© Bird Dog & Retriever News, PO Box 120089, New Brighton, MN 55112  612-868-9169

June/July 2013                                                     Now in our Twenty Second year                                                www.Bdarn.com
near the Boone Pond training area 
in the spring of 2011. The Super 
Retriever Series was set to hold 
an event there shortly after the 
tornado struck but couldn’t access 
the area because of an abundance 
of downed timber. The AGFC 
cleaned up the mess in time for 
the SRS to hold its event, and last 
summer the AGFC cleared addi-
tional timber and storm debris to 
prepare an additional 25 acres for 
future development. 

The Pin Oak HRC, Super Re-
triever Series and other Arkansas 
retriever clubs hope to construct 
a training pond on the additional 
25 acres and create additional op-
portunities for retriever training 
enthusiasts. 

For more information on the 
ongoing project or the May 31-
June 2 Super Retriever Series com-
petition, contact Larry McMurry 
at 501-580-1953 or by email at 
fieldrep9@att.net. 

AGFC AGREES TO 
LONG TERM LEASE 

ON MAUMELLE RIVER 
WMA

During today’s monthly meet-
ing of the Arkansas Game and 
Fish Commission, commissioners 
approved a long-term lease agree-
ment with Central Arkansas Water 
on the Maumelle River Wildlife 
Management Area. The AGFC 
has had informal discussions with 
CAW for several years to explore 
ways in which the two entities 
could form a partnership. 

Cost of the 99-year lease agree-
ment is $1 million and includes a 
total of 18,861 acres in the manage-
ment area. The management area 
would include, at the initiation of 
the lease, 9,861 acres in terrestrial 
habitat and the 9,000-acre Lake 
Maumelle. Beginning this year, 

the lease will be paid in three an-
nual payments. The money will 
come from $250,000 in federal aid 
funds and $83,333 in state match-
ing funds. The WMA is known for 
its hunting, fishing, hiking and 
wildlife viewing.

COLORADO
WOMEN INVITED TO 

GRANBY ‘CAST ‘N 
BLAST’ CLINIC

“ Women interested in learn-
ing the basics of fly fishing, shot-
guns and proper firearm handling 
are invited to a women-only ‘Cast 
‘N Blast’ clinic in Granby, Satur-
day, June 22.

Designed for beginners, no ex-
perience or equipment is required. 
Participants are advised to dress 
for the elements and bring all nec-
essary supplies, including water, 
insect repellent and sunscreen. 
Lunch, snacks and drinks will be 
provided. 

The class costs $20 and pre-
registration is required. Call Colo-
rado Parks and Wildlife’s Hot 
Sulphur Springs office at 970-
725-6200. Space is limited and the 
seminar is expected to fill quickly.

Participants are reminded that 
the class is not a Hunter Educa-
tion course, which is required to 
purchase a hunting license. To find 
a Hunter Education course, go to 
www.bit.ly/huntereducation, or 
call your local Colorado Parks and 
Wildlife office. 

‘Cast N Blast’ is offered 
through Colorado Parks and Wild-
life’s Hunter Outreach Program. 
The program includes workshops, 
clinics, seminars and educational 
hunts that focus on teaching 
the skills, ethics and traditions 
of hunting to novice youth and 
women.

HUNT APPLICATION 
INCREASE, SAGE-

GROUSE AND 
BUDGETS, TOP PWC 
MEET IN GUNNISON

The Colorado Parks and Wild-
life Commission received impor-
tant updates on local efforts to 
conserve Gunnison sage-grouse 
when the Commission met in 
Gunnison on Thursday and Fri-
day. Commissioners also received 
an update on a continued increase 
in the demand for big game hunt-
ing licenses in Colorado. Agency 
financial staff provided a presenta-
tion on future budget projections 
and explained that wildlife fund-
ing projections are not keeping 
pace with projected spending for 
the agency. Commissioners wel-
comed officials with Great Out-
doors Colorado for an overview of 
the nationally recognized program 
that distributes a portion of Colo-
rado Lottery proceeds to support 
Colorado’s amazing places and 
natural resources. 

Commissioners learned that 
Colorado continues to be popu-
lar with big-game hunters from 
around the nation. This year, 
Colorado Parks and Wildlife pro-
cessed 468,816 applications - a four 
percent increase over the 451,161 
applications submitted in 2012. 

“The best part of the applica-
tion process this year was the fact 
that more than 82-percent of the 
applications were submitted on-
line,” said Henrietta Turner, Lim-
ited License Manager for CPW. 

Online applications have vir-
tually no errors or underpayments 
when compared to paper applica-
tions. Additionally, paper applica-
tions require more resources to 
print, mail and process. 
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While demand for hunting 
in Colorado remains high, the 
number of licenses the agency can 
actually sell has declined as large 
elk herds have been reduced to 
address agricultural damage. Re-
ductions in license sales revenue 
means that the agency will need to 
reduce spending. To address rev-
enue declines in the fiscal year that 
begins in July, the agency plans 
to reduce funding for some grant 
programs, hold some vacant posi-
tions in the agency open, reduce 
operating budgets by five percent, 
and transfer some property main-
tenance costs to other funding 
sources. To address longer term 
projections of revenue decline, 
Colorado Parks and Wildlife has 
established a committee that will 
be developing three spending re-
duction proposals for Commission 
consideration later this fall.

On the sage-grouse front, 
Gunnison County Wildlife Coor-
dinator Jim Cochran talked to the 
Commission on Thursday. He pre-
sented information on the efforts 
by Gunnison County and area 
landowners to protect Gunnison 
sage-grouse habitat. Gunnison 
County Commissioners attended 
the meeting and expressed ap-
preciation for Colorado Parks and 
Wildlife’s work to keep Gunnison 
sage-grouse from being listed 
under the endangered species act. 

Commissioners also heard 
presentations regarding hunter 
and angler retention and recruit-
ment efforts taking place in other 
parts of the country. Arizona 
Game and Fish representative 
Scott Lavin discussed that agen-
cy’s efforts to bring new hunters 
and anglers into the field. National 
retention and recruitment expert 
Bill Creighton talked about how 
agencies can enhance customer 
experience. 

The meeting was held at the 
Aspinall-Wilson Center on the 
campus of Western State Colo-
rado University on Thursday and 
Friday. The meeting concluded at 
noon Friday. 

The Colorado Parks and Wild-
life Commission is an 11-member 
panel appointed by the governor. 
The Commission sets regulations 
and policies for Colorado’s state 
parks and wildlife programs. 
The Colorado Parks and Wildlife 
Commission meets monthly and 
travels to communities around 
the state to facilitate public par-
ticipation in its processes. The 
commission is scheduled to travel 
to Walden, Trinidad, Montrose, 
Lamar and Pueblo later this year.

LEARN TO HUNT 
PHEASANTS WITH 

CPW
Colorado Parks and Wildlife 

is inviting recent hunter educa-
tion graduates who would like 
advanced instruction on pheasant 
hunting to sign up for the agency’s 
Novice Hunter Program being 
launched this summer. 

The Novice Hunter Program 
is a new effort by Colorado Parks 
and Wildlife to give novice hunters 
the skills they need to become suc-
cessful pheasant hunters. Begin-
ning in late June, Colorado Parks 
and Wildlife will host a series of 
one-day programs and follow-up 
instruction to get novice hunters 
started on the path to becoming 
pheasant hunters.

One-day classes are scheduled 
for the weekends of June 22-23, 29-
30, August 17-18 and Sept. 21-22. 
Anyone who has graduated from 
a Colorado Parks and Wildlife 
Hunter Education Course between 
June 1, 2012 and June 1, 2013 is 
eligible to register.

“Pheasant hunting is a great 
way to introduce novices to our 
hunting traditions,” said Fort Col-
lins Area Wildlife Manager Mark 
Leslie. “But pheasants can be chal-
lenging for even seasoned hunters 
to harvest. We created the Novice 
Hunter Program to help beginners 
get the skills they need to become 
a successful hunter.”

Pheasant season is one of the 
high points on Colorado’s sport-
ing calendar. While ring-necked 
pheasants are not native, they’re 
wily, tough and well-adapted to 
eastern Colorado’s wide-open 
agricultural landscapes. Pheasant 
hunting has a low cost of entry 
“ a novice hunter needs only a 
shotgun, a hunting license, some 
hunter orange and a good pair of 
boots to take to the field. Colo-
rado leases about 250,000 acres of 
pheasant habitat for easy hunter 
access annually.

Novice Hunter classes start at 
the Wellington Senior Center with 
presentations on pheasant biol-
ogy, hunting tactics, hunting op-
portunities, laws, regulations and 
hunting ethics. A refresher course 
in safe firearms handling practices 
and range safety is also part of the 
curriculum. In the afternoon, stu-
dents will travel to the Wellington 
State Wildlife Area to receive basic 
wingshooting training under the 
eye of certified instructors and a 
range safety officer, in addition to 
instruction on scouting, hunting 
tactics and field safety. 

Students are encouraged to 
bring a well-fitting .12 or .20-gauge 
shotgun, though CPW will pro-
vide firearms for those who need 
a loaner. As a note, instructors 
will inspect firearms before allow-
ing them on the range. Please do 
not bring ammunition; it will be 
provided.
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This summer, wingshooting 

clinics will be offered to help pol-
ish shooting skills. In the fall, a 
limited number of mentored dove 
and pheasant hunts will also be 
offered. 

The course is free. However, 
students and mentors will need to 
have a valid 2013-14 small game 
hunting license to participate in 
fall hunting opportunities. 

Classes are limited to 30 stu-
dents each on a first-come, first-
served basis. The final class on 
Sept. 22 is for students 18 and 
older only. Please go to http://
register-ed.com/programs/
colorado/118-colorado-outreach 
and select a class take. 

For more information, contact 
wildlife.nhp@state.co.us.

GEORGIA
ACT NOW TO REDUCE 

NUISANCE GOOSE 
PROBLEMS THIS 

SUMMER
The Canada goose is an adapt-

able bird and can live in a vari-
ety of locations, including open 
farmland and rural reservoirs to 
suburban neighborhood ponds, 
office complexes, parks and other 
developed areas. According to the 
Georgia Department of Natural 
Resources’ Wildlife Resources Di-
vision, any increase in the goose 
population, especially in urban 
areas, typically brings an increase 
in nuisance complaints. 

“Geese that have adapted to 
people, either because they are be-
ing fed or because they are so close 
to humans on a daily basis, can 
become an aggressive pest,” says 
Greg Balkcom, state waterfowl 
biologist for the Wildlife Resources 
Division. “Additionally, when you 
have a resident goose population 

that continues to grow unchecked, 
you exponentially increase the 
amounts of feces and feathers 
found in the area.” 

PREVENTION 
METHODS 

 Harassment: Landowners 
who don’t want geese on their 
property can first try a variety of 
harassment techniques, including 
chemical repellents, mylar bal-
loons, wire/string barriers, and 
noise makers. These methods are 
proven to help reduce goose prob-
lems. However, they do require 
consistency from the property 
owner and are not always 100% 
effective. 

 Reduce Goose Reproduction: 
The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Ser-
vice issued regulations that allow 
for additional control measures, 
apart from harassment techniques 
and traditional hunting, to help 
address nuisance goose prob-
lems. One of those regulations 
is a permit for reducing goose 
reproduction through nest and 
egg destruction OR egg addling 
or oiling which prevent the eggs 
from hatching. 

“These permits are easy to ob-
tain, and can be useful in certain 
situations, such as a homeowner 
that may have geese nesting close 
to home” says Balkcom. “Addi-
tionally, it is a way to keep a mini-
mum number of adult geese on the 
property without the population 
growing too large through years 
of unchecked reproduction.” 

The permits are available at 
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service’s 
website at www.fws.gov/permits. 
The website also contains useful 
information on the methods for 
addling or oiling the eggs or de-
stroying the nests and when each 
method may be appropriate. 

The nesting season for geese 
is underway now, and landown-
ers and land managers who have 
problems with geese (homeown-
ers, golf course managers, city/
county managers, etc.), especially 
during the summer molting sea-
son, may be able to act now and 
reduce their nuisance problems 
later this year. 

 Relocation or Lethal Methods: 
Homeowners who would like to 
reduce or eliminate the popula-
tion on their property can obtain a 
permit from their local Wildlife Re-
sources Division Game Manage-
ment Section office (www.geor-
giawildlife.com/about/contact). 
This permit allows them to have 
the geese captured and relocated 
to a suitable area or allows them 
to legally and lethally remove the 
animals. The removal can be done 
by the homeowner or by a licensed 
nuisance wildlife trapper (list 
found at www.georgiawildlife.
com/nuisancewildlife). 

It is important to remember 
that Canada geese are a protected 
species under state and federal 
law. It is illegal to hunt, kill, sell, 
purchase or possess Canada geese 
except according to Georgia’s mi-
gratory bird regulations. 

For more information, visit 
the U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
website at www.fws.gov/permits. 
For a brochure on a variety of 
methods of dealing with nuisance 
geese, visit www.georgiawildlife.
com/hunting/game-manage-
ment/CanadaGoose. 

GEORGIA QUOTA 
HUNT APPLICATION 

PERIOD BEGINS JUNE 1
Beginning June 1, sportsmen 

and women of all ages can ap-
ply electronically for quota hunts 
including all adult/child, deer, al-
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ligator, waterfowl, dove and many 
others, according to the Georgia 
Department of Natural Resources’ 
Wildlife Resources Division. 

A quota hunt is a scheduled 
event at a Wildlife Management 
Area or other state-managed prop-
erty where a limited number of 
hunters are allowed. Quota levels 
are based upon the sound prin-
ciples of wildlife management and 
public desires for a quality hunt. 
These hunts provide a challeng-
ing experience to hunters of all 
levels. There is no application fee. 
However, selected hunters must 
be properly licensed to participate 
in a quota hunt. 

“All applicants must have an 
online quota hunt account to apply 
for these popular hunts. Interested 
persons who do not have an ac-
count should create one before 
applying,” said John Bowers, 
assistant chief of the Game Man-
agement Section of the Wildlife 
Resources Division. “Maintaining 
a current valid email is important 
to ensure timely notices of quota 
hunt confirmations and notices. 
Please review and update your 
account information regularly.” 

Quota Hunt System Tips 
 Where to Go: Visit the website 

www.georgiawildlife.com/hunt-
ing/quota. 

 Be Accurate: Quota hunt ap-
plicants must enter their Social 
Security Number correctly when 
creating their account. This en-
sures the transfer of any priority 
points from previous seasons to 
the new account. 

 Keep it Current: Make sure 
your email address is current and 
correct so that you can receive 
quota updates, confirmations and 
any notices about quota hunts. 

Application deadlines vary 
depending on hunt type. The first 

deadlines are July 31 for Alligator, 
August 15 for Dove, including 
Adult/Child, and September 1 for 
all types of Deer Hunts, including 
Adult/Child.

To be sure to get your applica-
tion in on time, check the complete 
deadline list located at www.geor-
giawildlife.com/hunting/quota. 

For more information, visit 
www.georgiawildlife.com/hunt-
ing/quota, email Brandon.an-
derson@dnr.state.ga.us or call 
770-761-3045. 

HOWELL TRACT 
UNVEILED TODAY: 

ADDITIONAL 
ACREAGE ADDED TO 
SHEFFIELD WMA FOR 

PUBLIC USE 
Georgia natural resources 

leaders today announced the ad-
dition of more than 1,050 acres, 
known as the Howell Tract, to 
the Sheffield Wildlife Manage-
ment Area in Paulding County. 
This newly unveiled tract prom-
ises to enhance Sheffield and the 
adjacently-located Paulding Forest 
WMA by increasing the available 
public land and the protection 
provided to an important ecologi-
cal area. 

“The Paulding and Sheffield 
WMAs have been identified as one 
of the Department’s six priority fo-
cus areas for habitat conservation 
in the State so we are excited about 
the addition of the Howell Tract 
to this important area,” said DNR 
Commissioner Mark Williams. “I 
especially want to thank the gener-
ous contributors that helped make 
this acquisition a reality.” 

More than 12,200 acres, located 
on these properties, are now pro-
tected thanks to the partnership 
between Paulding County and 

DNR. Both Sheffield and Paulding 
WMAs are sought out by hunters, 
anglers, hikers and birdwatchers. 
Additionally, the Paulding Forest 
WMA contains a portion of the 
Silver Comet Trail making it a 
favorite of bike riders. 

DNR will manage the new 
WMA for hunting in conjunc-
tion with the management of the 
natural habitat. The Howell Tract 
is heavily forested in a natural 
stand of timber, including globally 
rare montane longleaf pine, and 
a mature hardwood forest. These 
forests contribute to the high qual-
ity water found at Raccoon Creek, 
located on the property. This creek 
is one of the most important tribu-
taries within the Etowah basin as 
it supports viable populations of 
the basin’s diverse fish. The entire 
Etowah River system is a high 
priority area in Georgia’s Com-
prehensive Wildlife Conservation 
Strategy. 

The purchase of the Howell 
Tract was made possible by sev-
eral agencies, including Wildlife 
Restoration Program funds from 
the Georgia Wildlife Resources 
Division, a recovery grant from 
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, 
the Georgia Wetlands and Stream 
Trust Fund, National Wild Turkey 
Federation, the Dobbs Foundation, 
the Mountain Conservation Trust 
and state bond monies. 

For more information on the 
Sheffield or Paulding WMAs, visit 
www.georgiawildlife.com/hunt-
ing/wildlife-management-areas

IDAHO
FISH AND GAME 

HOSTS PROJECT WILD 
WORKSHOP FOR 

TEACHERS
An Introductory Project WILD 


