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Numbers of an iconic Wis-
consin bird have plummeted in 
the last dozen years, prompting 
biologists to take action to keep 
the beloved greater prairie chicken 
from disappearing from the state 
forever.

Once found in every Wis-
consin county, today their 
population is fewer than 600, 
making them a threatened spe-
cies in Wisconsin.

Research at the University 
of Wisconsin-Milwaukee had 
suggested that the decline was 
caused by a lack of genetic di-
versity in the population.

So a team of conservation 
experts from across the region 
joined with the Wisconsin De-
partment of Natural Resources 
to initiate a bold strategy: They 
brought in female reinforcements 
from Minnesota with the goal of 
introducing some new genes into 
the local population. 

The introduced birds were out-
fitted with radio transmitters and 
turned loose on the Buena Vista 
Wildlife Area in central Wisconsin. 
The experiment was part of the 
DNR’s Greater Prairie Chicken 
Management Plan that also is ad-
dressing habitat concerns.

Besides the DNR and UWM, 
who addressed the genetics, the 
translocation team included the 
Minnesota Department of Natural 
Resources, The Nature Conser-

vancy-Minnesota Chapter, Uni-
versity of Minnesota-Crookston, 
University of Wisconsin-Madison, 
the Central Wisconsin Grassland 
Conservation Area Partnership 
and the Society of Tympanuchus 
Cupido Pinnatus. 

The results of their breeding 
project were successful, but not the 
answer to the long-term problem 
of declining populations, said Pe-
ter Dunn, a biologist at UWM and 
member of the Wisconsin Greater 
Prairie Chicken Genetics panel.

“We found the genetic diver-
sity to be at about the same level 
as it was before the experiment,” 
said Dunn. “While the project 
added some new genes to the Wis-
consin population, its real value 
was in offsetting losses in genetic 
variation that happen naturally 
in small populations through a 
phenomenon called drift.” 

Drift occurs when individuals 
with rare genes fail to reproduce 
and those genes become lost in the 

population simply by chance. In 
small populations, drift can lead to 
inbreeding and an increased inci-
dence of harmful traits that can have 
a negative effect on survival rates. 

The effect of drift means that 
the translocation of Minnesota 
hens simply held the line on loss of 
diversity. In fact, without continu-
ing translocation, it is unclear for 
how long the genes introduced by 
the project will persist.

Transport and tracking of the 
birds proved expensive and time-
consuming, but the project did of-
fer some good news: The scientists 
found no evidence of inbreeding, 

which reduces survival, and 
did not see a decrease in the 
number of eggs that hatched. 

“If genetic erosion isn’t the 
main cause of the population 
decline, scientists now need to 
investigate ecological concerns, 
like lack of abundant and suit-
able grassland habitat or poor 
chick survival as more likely 
culprits,” says Scott Hull, DNR 
wildlife research scientist.

Going forward, the scientists 
will analyze the demographic and 
genetic data to determine how 
many birds are needed to main-
tain or change genetic diversity 
and identify habitat management 
efforts that help more chicks to 
survive into adulthood.

The Buena Vista Wildlife Area 
is one of four DNR-managed 
properties in central Wisconsin 
that make up the Central Wiscon-
sin Grassland Conservation Area 
Project, which was established in 
2004 to protect Wisconsin’s native 
grassland wildlife, including the 
greater prairie chicken.

FOR MORE INFORMATION CON-
TACT: Scott Hull 608-224-6196; Bob 
Manwell 608-275-3317

Mystery Of The Disappearing 
Prairie Chickens

G r e a t e r  p r a i r i e  c h i c k e n 
WDNR Photo

THE BIRDS
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Medical

What it is: Kennel cough is 
the common term applied to a 
respiratory problem in canines 
similar to the human cold. Like 
the human cold, there are many 
causes of kennel cough. Most 
commonly, two organisms are 
responsible for kennel cough 
infections: Bordetella bronchi-
septicum bacterium and Para-
influenza virus.

Prevention: The kennel-
cough vaccine is available in 
two forms:  injectable or intra-
nasal (nose-drop) form. Most 
veterinarians prefer to use the 
intranasal form because it pro-
duces quicker immunity, does 
not cause swelling, and has 
none of the side effects of the 
injectable form, such as pain 
at the injection site. According 
to the manufacturer of the vac-
cine, kennel-cough immuniza-
tions should be given every six 
months, especially the intrana-
sal form. In reality, immunity 
can last quite a bit longer than 
that, possibly even several 
years following a vaccination.

Note: Despite adequate 
vaccination, dogs can still get 
kennel cough even if they are 
not exposed to other pets. There 
are so many organisms that 

can cause kennel cough, and 
our current vaccines contain 
only two of these. Addition-
ally, many pets are vaccinated 
within hours of entering a 
boarding or grooming facility, 
making the vaccine ineffec-
tive in preventing Bordetella 
or Parainfluenza infection. In 
these cases, it seems as if the 
mandatory vaccination is more 
to protect the facility legally 
than to help the pet medically.

Kennel Cough in Dogs
By Shawn Messonnier, DVM

Fact or 
Fiction?:  

Dogs’ mouths 
are cleaner 
than ours

Sadly, humans have nothing 
to brag about with regard to 
dental hygiene. Our mouths are 
petri dishes for bacteria, and an 
extraordinarily high percentage 
of human bites become infected. 
Most of us practice some form 
of dental prophylaxis—regular 
brushing, flossing, antibacterial 
dentifrices and mouthwashes, 
and regular dental care with 
a professional. Unfortunately, 

most owners do not consis-
tently brush their dog’s teeth, 
provide tooth-friendly foods, or 
schedule regular dental check-
ups or cleanings with their 
veterinarian. As a result, many 
dogs’ mouths house a variety 
of potentially harmful bacteria. 
Dogs bitten by other dogs are 
at risk of not only serious dam-
age from the bite itself but also 
a potentially life-threatening 
secondary bacterial infection.

Compared with most peo-
ple, a dog’s mouth is not cleaner 
than a human’s. In addition to 
less attention paid to oral hy-
giene, infrequency of regular 
brushing and dental cleaning, 
and a variety of unhygienic 
feeding and grooming prac-
tices, a dog’s mouth harbors a 
large population of potentially 
dangerous organisms, includ-
ing zoonotic organisms such 
as Giardia. So, any contact with 
dog mouths should be minimal. 
Any dog bite, whether to an-
other dog or to a human being, 
holds the possibility of infection 
and should be examined by a 
trained health professional.
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Surfing The Dognet
Wisdom gleaned from some online forums

Male or Female?
We are currently researching 

to make the best decision when 
purchasing a bird dog for the 
first time. Would like opinions 
on which you feel is best: male 
or female? It appears in our 
observations, that those who 
hunt birds in the field (which 
is our purpose) primarily use 
females and those who hunt 
waterfowl, use males. What do 
you choose and why? Thanks 
for your input.

Well I don't know if this 
response is relevant now as a 
month has gone by. I have used 
both male and female dogs in 
upland hunting. The females 
generally are more affection-
ate but if you want a dog to 
bond to your type of hunting 
personality males will give you 
all that they got. The real bot-
tom line is that either sex does 
a credible job and it is more of 
a people thing as to what you 
prefer male or female. Males 
of course have this territory 
marking thing so if you special 
plants and particularly trees 
they are going to get "marked 
"so to speak on the other side of 
things females have their heat 
cycles and this can be a trying 
experience for all. The best ad-
vice I can give is to chose the 
dog from quality FIELD stock 
male or female. The genetic 
make up is more important 
than the gender.

  Small Retrievers
Hi all, I am interested in 

small retrievers. What are the 
smallest breeds available? 
Where would I find one of 
these?

Hi if you do some searching 
you can find small Labradors, 
I actually have a litter coming 
that I expect to be on the smaller 
side excellent hunting with 
champions, excellent genetics 
as well. Labrador vary so much 
in size any more because so 
many are breeding them. Good 
luck. I have researched Ameri-
can water spaniel which are 
supposed to be good retrievers 
they are about size of a cocker, 
hard to find though.
  Retrieving

I have a black lab that is 4 
months old and has good ba-
sic obedience skills (sit ,stay, 
come). The problem I am hav-
ing is that she likes to fetch but 
won't deliver to hand. I have 
become frustrated with this and 
have scolded the dog and she 
stopped retrieving that night so 
I know that will not work. She 
is a very intelligent dog and has 
great potential but I don't want 
to be bending over to pick up 
ducks. I saw a show on teaching 
them the hold command while 
you lead them with the bumper 
in their mouth I can not get her 

to keep it in her mouth unless 
she has fetched it. Any advice 
would be helpful. Thanks

At four months of age you 
should be making retrieving 
the funest, happiest thing to 
do in her world. If she gets the 
bird (or bumper) back within 
reach of you it's fine for now. 
MAKE RETRIEVING FUN! 
You can be more demanding 
of her performance in the Here, 
Sit, and Stay stuff when you're 
NOT working on retrieving. At 
this age the dog should be on a 
leash or check cord (and I know 
it's a pain in the butt) whenever 
it's out of it's kennel. It allows 
you not pup to be in control at 
all times, and that is a very im-
portant concept for the pup to 
learn. Clean up the retrieve to 
hand thing later at the FF phase 
of training.
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After downing a limit of 
doves last Saturday at your 
family’s traditional opening 
day dove hunt, you feel con-
fident you’ll get another limit 
this coming weekend. 

After setting up in a favor-
ite spot near a dead tree in the 
early afternoon, you wait for 
groups of doves to come into 
the field. Instead, a swift gray 
bird comes in from behind at a 
45-degree angle. You raise your 
barrel, swing and fire, not puff-
ing a single feather on the dove 
that quickly swerves away, out 
of danger. 

After an hour of firing three 
shots and missing every bird, 
you wonder if you accidentally 
bent the barrel of your shot-
gun. You couldn’t miss a bird 
on opening day and now you 
cannot hit one to save your life. 

Those slow, naive doves 
of opening weekend are gone 
until September 1, 2013. Af-
ter opening weekend, doves 
smarten up. The birds that flew 
close to your spot on opening 
day are now flashes of rosy 
grey, coming in high and fast to 
the field. Trying to hit hunted, 
smart doves are some of the 
hardest shots in wingshooting, 
but also the most rewarding. 

Many dove hunters simply 

react to doves entering a field 
and give little thought to how 
they swing a shotgun. They just 
aim and shoot. 

You can hit the easy birds 
on opening day with this ap-
proach, but you must learn 
the proper tech-
niques of swing-
ing a shotgun to 
connect on the 
h a rd e s t  d o v e 
shots or water-
fowl. Two main 
methods domi-
nate  shotgun-
ning: the swing-
through and the 
sustained lead. 

“ I ’ v e  s h o t 
thousands of shells and hit 
many birds and I use the swing-
through method,” said Rocky 
Pritchert, migratory bird coor-
dinator for the Kentucky De-
partment of Fish and Wildlife 
Resources. “I swing the barrel, 
blot out the bird and pull the 
trigger.” 

Pritchert said this method 
automatically establishes lead, 
no matter the speed of the 
bird. “The gun speed com-
pensates for the lead in the 
swing-through method,” he 
explained. “You move the bar-

rel at the speed of the bird for 
an automatic adjustment.” 

An aid in remembering the 
sequence for the swing-through 
method is “butt, belly, beak, 
bang.” 

The sustained lead method 
works well for many shooters. 
In the swing-through method, 
it is really easy for a shooter to 
stop swinging the shotgun once 
they hear the shot and feel the 
recoil. They will miss the bird 
behind. 

“Think of your sight as a 
paint brush,” said James Cha-
ras, of Lexington, an excellent 
wing shooter. “Swing through 
and paint across the bird as you 
pull the trigger. This will ensure 
good follow through because 
you are thinking about mov-
ing the barrel as you pull the 
trigger.” 

With the sustained lead, 
you start the barrel out in front 
of the bird and keep swinging. 
Imagine the bird smoking a 
long cigar and you are trying 
to shoot the ash off it. 

Mastering one of these 

The Hardest Dove Shots

Taking Doves
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methods will help bag more 
doves as the close shots of last 
weekend morph into some of 
the more challenging shots in 
wing shooting. 

If you set up under a dead 
tree and birds come in high 
overhead, the swing-through 
methods works well. Start the 
gun barrel at the dove’s tail 
feathers and swing through the 
bird. Pull the trigger when the 
barrel blocks the bird. 

Many dove hunters can’t 
hit birds coming in fast at a 
45-degree angle, or quartering, 
into the field. The tendency is to 
shoot over or behind the dove. 
Aim for the inside wing tip and 
don’t cover the bird with the 
barrel. Keep the bird over the 
gun barrel and keep swinging. 

Some wingshooters strug-
gle with a dove flying straight 
away from them, but this is one 
of the easiest shots in the dove 
field. “Blot out the dove with 
the barrel and shoot,” Pritchert 
said. 

Doves often strafe a field 
later in the season by flying as 
fast as they can across it, often 
in doubles. They seem unin-

terested in landing in the field. 
These birds are extremely hard 
to hit, but placing the barrel in 
front of the bird, sustaining the 
lead and not stopping the gun 
swing should down a few. This 
shot is one often missed by all 
but the best wingshots. 

As the days shorten and 
nights lengthen in fall, long 
passing shots are often the rule. 

“Because doves are so small 
and fast, when they are at long 
range most hunters overesti-
mate how far away the birds 
are,” Pritchert said. “Most shots 
are less than 40 yards, even 
though they look much longer.” 

Pritchert recommends a 
modified choke, not full like 
many hunters use, for these 
long shots. “Choke science has 
come a long way,” Pritchert 
said. “I still use modified for 
these shots, it gives the shooter 
more room for error.” 

Treat long pass shots like 
crossing shots, but with a lon-
ger lead on the dove. These 
shots demand a high quality 
load. The cheap 100 packs of 
shotshells available Labor Day 
weekend at department stores 

won’t cut the mustard for long 
pass shooting. 

Spend the extra dollars 
and get a quality heavy field 
load. The cheap loads have just 
1-ounce of shot in 12-gauge 
while heavy field loads hold 
1 1/4-ounces. The difference 
amounts to 87 more pellets of 7 
1/2 size shot in the 1 1/4-ounce 
load versus the 1-ounce load. 
The extra shot also reduces the 
chances of crippling birds. 

Wear head-to-toe cam-
ouflage for these challeng-
ing hunts, especially a wide-
brimmed camouflage hat. Sun-
light reflects off the skin oils of 
your face as you tilt your head 
up for a shot, making the doves 
flare away from you. Some 
dove hunters wear mesh cam-
ouflage face masks for further 
concealment. 

The dove hunting season 
doesn’t end with Labor Day, 
but the shooting grows more 
difficult as the leaves change. 
Use these techniques to extend 
the season and hit some of the 
most difficult dove shots. 
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News from the Non-profits

MINNESOTA 
NATIVE ELECTED TO 
DUCKS UNLIMITED 

NATIONAL BOARD OF 
DIRECTORS

David Flink, of Hutchinson, 
Minn., was elected to Ducks Un-
limited Inc.’s national board of 
directors during the organization’s 
annual convention held recently in 
Portland, Ore.

“The leadership of our board 
of directors ensures we are ful-
filling our mission to conserve, 
restore and manage wetlands 
and associated habitats for North 
America’s waterfowl,” said DU 
CEO Dale Hall. “Our board mem-
bers are not paid for their work; 
rather they volunteer their time 
and resources because they feel so 
strongly about conservation. I wel-
come each new member and look 
forward to working with them in 
the years to come.”

Flink brings a wide breadth of 
experience to his position on the 
board, having served in a number 
of state-level positions in Minne-
sota including that of state chair. 
Flink enjoys anything related to 
the outdoors, but is especially pas-
sionate about waterfowling and 
waterfowl conservation.

Flink grew upon the prairies of 
southern Minnesota and observed 
first hand the impact of wetlands 
drainage on the prairie landscape. 
Dave and his wife Shari reside on 
a shallow lake near Hutchinson. 
In 2006, Dave and Shari donated 
a 50-acre easement to DU’s Living 
Lakes Initiative. 

“I grew up in a family that 
valued volunteering and making a 
difference. Through my continued 
service, I hope future generations 
have the continued opportunity to 
experience the great traditions of 
waterfowling.”

For a complete list of DU’s vol-
unteer board of directors, please 
visit www.ducks.org.

DUCKS UNLIMITED 
JUST ONE OF 

MANY OUTDOOR 
ORGANIZATIONS 
OPPOSING AB-711

BANNING 
TRADITIONAL 
AMMUNITION 
WOULD KILL 

CONSERVATION 
FUNDING, JOBS AND 

ECONOMY
View the letter to California’s 

Senate Natural Resources Com-
mittee opposing AB 711

Ducks Unlimited is just one 
of dozens of conservation orga-
nizations opposing California 
Assembly Bill 711, legislation that 
would ban the use of traditional 
ammunition for hunting. 

The collective group, the Mule 
Deer Foundation, National Wild 

Turkey Federation, Boone and 
Crockett Club and Rocky Moun-
tain Elk Foundation, recently sub-
mitted a joint letter to California’s 
Senate Natural Resources Com-
mittee citing numerous reasons for 
defeating the bill: “AB711 would 
be devastating to the thousands 
of Californians that participate in 
hunting and recreational shoot-
ing, the firearms and ammuni-
tions industries as well as the 
vital conservation programs they 
fund. Shooting sports participants 
and manufacturers are the larg-
est financial supporters of wild-
life conservation throughout the 
United States, having contributed 
over $5.4 billion to habitat conser-
vation, recreational shooting and 
wildlife management through 
Pittman-Robertson excise tax pay-
ments since 1991.” 

The letter also noted “reduc-
tion in hunting opportunities 
would serve as a significant threat 
to the many economic benefits that 
sportsmen and women currently 
generate in California. For exam-
ple, in 2011, the 394,471 California 
hunters alone paid nearly $153.3 
million in state and local taxes and 
employed 20,640 people that paid 
more than $758 million in salaries 
and wages. Further, hunters were 
responsible for over $1.1 billion 
in retail sales, which had a multi-
plier effect of nearly $2.17 billion. 
AB711 would threaten all of these 
astounding totals to the severe 
detriment of the state’s economy.” 

From a conservation perspec-
tive, DU’s Western Region Direc-
tor Mark Biddlecomb says AB 711 
would also have a critical impact 
on funding. 

“The ban on the use of lead 
ammunition is one waterfowl-
ers addressed many years ago; 
we haven’t used lead shot since 
the 1990s,” he said. “But AB 711 
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could seriously impact wildlife 
conservation efforts because the 
excise taxes firearms and ammu-
nition industry members pay on 
their products is a major source 
of revenue for our conservation 
projects.” 

The full contents of the letter 
to the Senate Natural Resources 
Committee can be viewed online 
here. 

Ducks Unlimited Inc. is the 
world’s largest non-profit orga-
nization dedicated to conserv-
ing North America’s continually 
disappearing waterfowl habitats. 
Established in 1937, Ducks Unlim-
ited has conserved nearly 15 mil-
lion acres thanks to contributions 
from more than a million support-
ers across the continent. Guided by 
science and dedicated to program 
efficiency, DU works toward the 
vision of wetlands sufficient to fill 
the skies with waterfowl today, 
tomorrow and forever. For more 
information on our work, visit 
www.ducks.org. 

HOME 
CONSERVATION 

FARM BILL US SENATE 
PASSES 2013 FARM 

BILL 
U.S. SENATE PASSES 

2013 FARM BILL
The U.S. Senate today passed 

a five-year farm bill, including a 
strong conservation title, with a 
final bipartisan vote of 66-27. The 
2013 Farm Bill conservation title 
includes top Ducks Unlimited 
priorities including a national Sod-
saver program and re-coupling 
conservation compliance to crop 
insurance. Both provisions are 
designed to encourage the con-
servation of our nation‚ wetlands 
and grasslands, which help keep 

our waters clean, prevent soil ero-
sion and provide critical habitat 
for waterfowl and other wildlife. 
National Sodsaver program and 
re-coupling conservation compli-
ance to crop insurance are tremen-
dous steps forward in slowing 
the devastating trend of wetland 
and grassland habitat loss,said 
DU CEO Dale Hall. Our nation is 
currently experiencing a rate of 
wetland and native prairie loss not 
seen since the Dust Bowl. These 
proactive programs will benefit 
humans and wildlife by ensuring 
clean drinking water, lessening the 
impact of floods, slowing the rate 
of habitat destruction and keep-
ing working farms and ranches 
productive. Recent South Dakota 
State University study found that 
the rates of grassland conversion 
since 2006 have been comparable 
to deforestation rates in South 
America and Asia in the 1980s 
and 1990s. The accelerated rate of 
conversion, in part due to the un-
intended consequences of current 
agriculture policy and advanced 
technology, has contributed to 
the loss of more than 70 percent 
of the nation‚ native grasslands 
and 50 percent of its wetlands. 
DU congratulates the Senate, led 
by Agriculture Committee Chair 
Debbie Stabenow and Ranking 
Member Thad Cochran, on this 
bipartisan accomplishment, Hall 
said. Now we look to the House of 
Representatives to bring their Ag-
riculture Committee-passed farm 
bill to the floor for a vote on final 
passage and bring the House and 
Senate farm bills into conference. 
The agriculture and conservation 
community urge a comprehensive 
farm bill be sent to the president 
before the current extension ex-
pires on September 30.

WETLAND 
CONDITIONS GOOD 

FOR NESTING 
MIGRATORY BIRDS

INTERNATIONAL 
MIGRATORY BIRD 

DAY MAY 11
As the breeding season for 

ducks in the Prairie Pothole Re-
gion gets into full swing, the world 
will be celebrating International 
Migratory Bird Day (IMBD) on 
Saturday, May 11. As IMBD draws 
near, Ducks Unlimited says habitat 
conditions in the continent‚ “Duck 
Factory” are above average. 

“Late snows have melted to 
refill wetlands, and we expect to 
see plenty of breeding ducks and 
waterbirds with the conditions we 
have,” said Dr. Johann Walker, DU 
director of conservation planning 
at the Great Plains Regional Office 
in Bismarck. 

The PPR, which extends from 
South Dakota to Saskatchewan, 
produces up to 70 percent of the 
continent‚ ducks. The extensive 
wetlands and intact grasslands 
provide safe nesting habitat for 
many different species of migra-
tory birds. Walker says grassland 
songbirds, shorebirds and raptors 
have also established territories 
and are beginning to lay eggs. 

I’m expecting the first pintails 
and mallards to start nesting a 
couple of weeks later than usual 
because of the late spring, Walker 
said. 

The PPR‚ small, seasonal wet-
lands are the key to the produc-
tivity of this region for breeding 
ducks. These wetlands provide 
abundant protein-rich inverte-
brate foods that female ducks need 
to produce a clutch of eggs and 
are ducklings‚ primary food. Last 
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year‚ wetland conditions were 
excellent across much of the PPR, 
resulting in a record breeding duck 
population of 48.6 million. 

Walker cautions that the sus-
tainability of today‚ healthy water-
fowl populations depends on in-
tact wetlands and secure grassland 
habitat for nesting in the future. 
“DU remains concerned about 
wetland drainage and the loss of 
native prairie and Conservation 
Reserve Program grassland that 
continues in the PPR,” he said. 

IMBD is an invitation to cel-
ebrate the birds arriving in your 
community and support migra-
tory bird conservation. The U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service website 
provides many ways people can 
celebrate International Migratory 
Bird Day. The site also has links to 
bird conservation plans. 

Ducks Unlimited Inc. is the 
world‚ largest non-profit orga-
nization dedicated to conserv-
ing North America’s continually 
disappearing waterfowl habitats. 
Established in 1937, Ducks Un-
limited has conserved more than 
13 million acres thanks to contri-
butions from more than a million 
supporters across the continent. 
Guided by science and dedicated 
to program efficiency, DU works 
toward the vision of wetlands 
sufficient to fill the skies with 
waterfowl today, tomorrow and 
forever. For more information on 
our work, visit www.ducks.org. 

PHEASANTS FOREVER 
ADDS THREE FARM 

BILL WILDLIFE 
BIOLOGISTS IN 

ILLINOIS ADDITION 
OF BIOLOGISTS 

REPRESENTS KEY 
COMPONENT TO 

CONTINUED UPLAND 
RESTORATION 

EFFORTS IN ILLINOIS
Illinois Pheasants Forever (PF) 

and Quail Forever (QF) recently 
hired three farm bill wildlife bi-
ologists (FBWB) in Illinois, bring-
ing the total number of wildlife 
biologists in the state to five. The 
biologist positions are a result of 
a partnership between Pheasants 
Forever and Quail Forever, the 
Natural Resources Conservation 
Service (NRCS) and the Illinois 
Department of Natural Resources 
with the intention of increasing 
wildlife and conservation aware-
ness in‚ The Land of Lincoln. 
“Illinois is second only to Iowa 
in expiring CRP contracts over 
the next year, says Aaron Kuehl, 
Pheasants Forever Illinois direc-
tor of conservation partnerships. 
“The expanded farm bill wildlife 
biologist partnership will help 
provide the necessary wildlife ex-
pertise and conservation technical 
assistance to private landowners 

to protect and expand upland 
habitat.” 

Pheasants Forever’s farm bill 
wildlife biologist program is de-
signed to educate farmers and 
landowners about the benefits of 
conservation programs, as well as 
assist those landowners after pro-
grams have been implemented. 
Farm bill wildlife biologists add 
wildlife technical assistance in 
USDA offices to assist the Natural 
Resources Conservation Service 
(NRCS), Farm Service Agency 
(FSA) and other conservation part-
ners with delivering conservation 
programs to landowners. 

Doug Gass‚ (Bloomington 
Area) - McLean, Dewitt, Liv-
ingston, Woodford and Tazewell 
Counties‚ Gass‚ experience in 
wildlife conservation and manage-
ment includes nearly ten years in 
agricultural and environmental 
fields with an emphasis on fire 
management, habitat restoration 
and outreach. Having participated 
in over sixty prescribed fires, con-
ducting outreach activities in a va-
riety of settings (most recently as a 
Peace Corps volunteer in Uganda) 
and carrying out a wide range of 
management activities in the Mid-
west and on the East Coast, Gass is 
a welcomed addition to the Illinois 
FBWB team and the state‚ restora-
tion efforts. Gass can be contacted 
at DGass@pheasantsforever.org or 
via phone at (309) 660-3971. 

“The farm bill wildlife biolo-
gist position is an ideal opportu-
nity to use my skill set of habitat 
management to benefit Illinois‚“ 
wildlife, and I am looking forward 
to once again calling the Midwest 
home, notes Gass. 

Brandon Bleuer‚ (Galesburg 
Area) Rock Island, Henry, Knox, 
Warren, and Mercer Counties‚ An 
Illinois native, Bleuer is‚familiar 
with the state‚ landscape and ecol-
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ogy, a knowledgebase he plans on 
using to improve upland wildlife 
populations in Knox and surround-
ing counties. Bleuer graduated from 
Upper Iowa University with a B.S. 
in Conservation Management. 
Prior to joining Pheasants Forever, 
Bleuer worked for Nahant Marsh 
as a Conservation Crew Leader and 
the Fayette County Conservation 
Board. Brandon can be contacted at 
BBleuer@pheasantsforever.org or 
309-660-3147. 

Brandon Beltz‚ (Effingham 
Area) Effingham, Fayette, Cumber-
land, Jasper and Clay Counties‚ An 
Illinois farm bill wildlife biologist 
since 2010, Beltz transitions into 
his new position serving the Effing-
ham area. Prior to this transition, 
Beltz worked as a farm bill wildlife 
biologist in the Champaign area 
providing technical assistance and 
promoting conservation programs 
to private landowners alongside 
local USDA, Soil and Water Conser-
vation Districts, DNR employees, as 
well as local PF/QF chapters. Beltz 
can be contacted at BBeltz@pheas-
antsforever.org or 217-853-0801. 

Jason Bleich, (Champaign Area) 
Champaign, Vermilion, Ford, Iro-
quois and Douglas Counties‚ A new 
employee of Pheasants Forever, Ble-
ich transitions into Brandon Beltz‚ 
formerly held Champaign County 
Farm Bill wildlife biologist position. 
Bleich graduated from Southern Il-
linois University in 2010, where he 
majored in zoology with a minor in 
environmental studies. In addition, 
Bleich interned at the Cache River 
National Wildlife Refuge in Arkan-
sas, the Iowa DNR, the Illinois DNR, 
and the Missouri Cooperative Fish 
and Wildlife Research Unit. 

“Throughout my education, I 
participated in projects with organi-
zations and agencies such as Pheas-
ants Forever, Ducks Unlimited, the 
Clinton Lake Waterfowl Associa-
tion, and the Illinois Department of 
Natural Resources, says Bleich. My 

experiences and volunteer efforts 
have helped me realize my pas-
sion for working in private land 
conservation. I feel that it is equally 
important to recognize and improve 
the quality of existing habitat as 
well as encourage and promote 
the establishment of new habitat. 
Now is a vital time to educate and 
communicate with landowners and 
producers how modern agriculture 
practices and wildlife habitat can 
co-exist and benefit one another.” 

Prior to joining Pheasants For-
ever, Bleich worked for the Ford 
County Soil and Water Conserva-
tion District. Bleich can be contacted 
at JBleich@pheasantsforever.org or 
217-855-0496. 

Pheasants Forever and Quail 
Forever‚ fifth farm bill wildlife 
biologist, Brady Wooten, covers 
Wayne, Jefferson, Marion, Hamilton 
and White Counties. Wooten can be 
contacted at BWooten@pheasants-
forever.org or (217) 853-9621. 

Farm bill wildlife biologists 
are employees of, and supervised 
by PF, with daily instruction and 
leadership provided by Natural 
Resources Conservation Service 
(NRCS), and Illinois Department of 
Natural Resources (IDNR). Funding 
is provided by NRCS, the IDNR and 
local PF/QF Chapters. The farm bill 
wildlife biologist program began 
in 2003 with 4 positions and has 
grown to over 100 positions located 
throughout the country. 

Illinois is home to 43 Pheasants 
Forever chapters, 18 Quail Forever 
chapters and a combined 10,400 PF/
QF members. For more information 
on‚The Habitat Organization‚ in Il-
linois, please contact Aaron Kuehl at 
(217) 341-7171 / email Aaron. 

Pheasants Forever, including 
its quail conservation division, 
Quail Forever, is the nation’s largest 
nonprofit organization dedicated to 
upland habitat conservation. Pheas-
ants Forever and Quail Forever have 
more than 135,000 members and 

720 local chapters across the United 
States and Canada. Chapters are 
empowered to determine how 100 
percent of their locally raised con-
servation funds are spent, the only 
national conservation organization 
that operates through this truly 
grassroots structure. 

PF CHAPTER 
OFFERING CRP 

SIGNING BONUS
Payment between 50 and 70 dol-

lars per acre for eligible landowners
CRP has, by protecting highly-

erodible and other environmentally-
sensitive land, created immeasur-
able wildlife, soil, water and air 
quality benefits since 1985.

The Sheboygan/Manitowoc 
Pheasants Forever chapter is offer-
ing a signing bonus for landowners 
enrolling in the USDA Conserva-
tion Reserve Program (CRP) Gen-
eral Sign-up 45, which runs May 20 
through June 14. The chapter will 
pay landowners $50 an acre for up 
to 10 acres, and for those enrolling 
more than 10 acres, $75 per acre. 

“This is our way of helping get 
more grassland habitat for pheas-
ants and other wildlife in our area,” 
said Craig Lukasavitz, chapter pres-
ident. “Lack of grasslands is a major 
cause for low pheasant populations 
in our area, and we hope the bonus 
will get landowners who are on the 
fence about signing up for CRP to 
enroll in the program.” 

An active force in upland res-
toration, the chapter annually pro-
vides no-cost food plot seed to 
landowners who want to provide 
winter food plots for pheasants and 
other wildlife. The program is coor-
dinated by chapter volunteer Dan 
Renzelman who noted, “This year 
the chapter ordered 40 bags of corn, 
10 bags of soybean and 15 bags of 
sorghum, and all but one bag of corn 
and sorghum were given to coop-
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erating landowners by mid-May.” 
In accordance with Pheasants 

Forever‚ local chapter model, the 
Sheboygan/Manitowoc Chapter 
uses funds raised by its annual 
banquet to provide for programs 
throughout its community. The ban-
quet is held each February, and is 
open to those volunteers who would 
like to be involved in local wild 
habitat projects and reintroducing 
youth to the outdoors. 

Landowners willing to take part 
in the chapter‚ CRP signing bonus 
program will have to sign an agree-
ment with the Sheboygan/Manito-
woc Pheasants Forever chapter and 
keep the land in the CRP program 
for 10 years. Funds for this chapter 
program are limited and are on a 
first come, first served basis. 

Wisconsin is home to 33 Pheas-
ants Forever chapters and over 9,000 
members. For more information 
about the chapter program, please 
contact Craig at 920-892-2511 / 
email Craig or Dan at 920-627-6665 
/ email Dan. For all other questions, 
please contact Doug Fendry, Pheas-
ants Forever regional wildlife biolo-
gist, at (608) 843-7999 / email Doug. 

Pheasants Forever, including 
its quail conservation division, 
Quail Forever, is the nation’s largest 
nonprofit organization dedicated to 
upland habitat conservation. Pheas-
ants Forever and Quail Forever have 
more than 135,000 members and 
720 local chapters across the United 
States and Canada. Chapters are 
empowered to determine how 100 
percent of their locally raised con-
servation funds are spent, the only 
national conservation organization 
that operates through this truly 
grassroots structure. 

Rehan Nana (651) 209-4973 

PHEASANTS FOREVER 
HOSTING HUNDREDS 

OF CRP MEETINGS 

FOR LANDOWNERS 
PRIOR TO SIGNUP 

GENERAL CRP SIGN-
UP RUNS MAY 20TH 

THROUGH JUNE 14TH
Pheasants Forever is hosting 

informational meetings across 
the Midwest for landowners and 
agricultural producers in advance 
of the USDA Farm Service Agency‚ 
Conservation Reserve Program 
(CRP) general sign-up that runs 
May 20th through June 14th. Led 
by Pheasants Forever Farm Bill 
Wildlife Biologists, landowners 
can learn how to increase their 
farm or ranch income while creat-
ing wildlife habitat in the process. 

“It is Pheasants Forever‚ belief 
that there is room for conserva-
tion on every farm and ranch in 
the country,” says Dave Nomsen, 
Pheasants Forever‚ Vice President 
of Government Affairs, “Just a 
look at recent history‚ from a wet 
cycle to a historic drought last year 
showcases this need for conserva-
tion. Programs like CRP provide 
stability for producers on lower-
yielding, tougher-to-farm acres, 
while simultaneously serving as 
America‚Äôs top habitat tool for 
pheasants and quail.” 

At CRP informational meet-
ings, Pheasants Forever Farm Bill 
Wildlife Biologists will discuss 
how the Conservation Reserve 
Program works, and provide land-
owners with expertise on increas-
ing the chances of their acreage 
qualifying for the program. While 
a majority of meetings are occur-
ring prior to the opening of CRP 
General Sign-Up 45, in some areas 
meetings extend into the first few 
weeks of the open sign-up period. 

Nomsen encourages landown-
ers to attend the meetings and to 
not assume there‚ no room for 

conservation practices in an era of 
record crop production and prices. 
“CRP rental rates may be signifi-
cantly higher in some areas than 
in years past, some CRP practices 
allow for haying and grazing, oth-
ers encourage pollinator habitat, 
and those pollinating insects are 
also necessary for agricultural 
production. Every farm in the 
country, whether it‚Äôs 200 acres 
or 2,000 acres, has a percentage of 
acreage in production that annu-
ally loses money. So we’re looking 
to work together with landowners 
to identify these areas and help 
their bottom line, and also help 
Pheasants Forever‚ bottom line of 
conserving wildlife habitat.” 

The CRP informational meet-
ings are organized by Pheasants 
Forever, Quail Forever, the Farm 
Service Agency and the Natural 
Resources Conservation Service. 

Landowners who can’t make a 
CRP informational meeting are en-
couraged to make an appointment 
with their local Pheasants Forever 
Farm Bill Wildlife Biologist or visit 
their local FSA office. 

Pheasants Forever, including 
its quail conservation division, 
Quail Forever, is the nation’s 
largest nonprofit organization 
dedicated to upland habitat con-
servation. Pheasants Forever and 
Quail Forever have more than 
135,000 members and 730 local 
chapters across the United States 
and Canada. Chapters are empow-
ered to determine how 100 percent 
of their locally raised conservation 
funds are spent, the only national 
conservation organization that 
operates through this truly grass-
roots structure. 

Rehan Nana (651) 209-4973 or 
email Rehan 


