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Mallards

Fax: 877-822-2927
443 Jimmy Carriker Rd, Ellerbe, NC 28339

The devil with a problem is 
that it comes at you whole and all 
at once. The answer to the prob-
lem, on the other hand, comes 
in small parts that arrive at odd 
times. When you least expect it, 
some small segment of the an-
swer is delivered. Perhaps it’s in 
the form of a paragraph read in a 
newspaper article. Maybe a friend 
gives a small piece of advice. 
Sometimes, while working on 
an unrelated project, the answer 
to a fragment of the problem is 
discovered. Then, one morning 
you wake up, and there it is! The 
whole answer.

Time and civilization work 
against my grouse hunting. Hard-
ly a year goes by that I don’t lose 
a cover to a land sale or aging 
forage or a deed that gives Suzie 
five acres so that she can put up a 
trailer. That is a devil of a problem.

So, in the middle of my life, I 
decided to put together a map of 
all the places I hunt grouse and 
study it a long time. I thought that 
if I could see the pattern it made, 
and then I would better know 
where to go next.

The problem I was searching 
to solve was for more places to kill 
more grouse. What I learned was 
that I could not confine the nature 
of the grouse and where it lives 

to those limits. The answer was 
available, but I had to stop think-
ing like the goal oriented, type A, 
anal-retentive human I am. I had 
to give up my world, where the 
rules are:

Believe nothing that cannot be 
proved.

Respect nothing that cannot be 
understood.

Value nothing that cannot be 
sold.

The lesser gods, the green 
leaves, the wind, the whole water 
brotherhood-all of them-were 
searching for me. After all, how 
can I prove that the black geese 
fly by the stars when the stars are 
behind the clouds? How can I un-
derstand that the bumblebee flies 
when science says that it cannot? 
For that matter, can I put a value 
upon the tight, exciting knot in 
my stomach when I see a dog on 
point? None of this advances any 
stock market nor earns interest. 
I live in a world where money is 
life’s report card.

The answer is the same as in 
shooting: trust your instinct; more 
by faith, less by sight.

Civilization has piled layers 
and layers of gray matter on top 
of it, but curled up in a quiet cor-
ner of my mind there is the voice 

of the morning wind, warning of 
sea storms. There was a time when 
my ear could divine the pads of 
a hunting beast. My hair, now 
so barber cut and dry, was once 
a messenger of direction when 
combed by the wind. Inside my 
chest, in a quiet corner of my heart, 
in the blood of my body, a part of 
the water brotherhood lives today. 
This human form is thousands of 
years old. Some small element of 
me has heard all the songs, sailed 
the cold seas, and survived the 
storms. I know this is true because 
I am here today.

If I want to hear the small 
voices, then I must listen in the 
quiet. It is a hard thing to do be-
cause in today’s world it is more 
important to know the levers and 
knobs of the big engines. The 
search is no longer for food and 
life; it is the quest for money with 
money, all the things made by the 
big engines can be bought. The 
machine sound is now the sound 
of survival. If the power fails, the 
machine noise is gone. Suddenly, 
everything else that was thought 
to be mute, docile, and tamed, has 
a sound. The old voices are always 
there; they’re just overwhelmed by 
the white noise of progress.

Consider this:
A coin tossed into the air, the 

petals plucked from a daisy, the 
open pages of a fallen book, are 
not read as statistical noise; but as 
signs, messages, a dialogue with 
eternity.

-Gabriel Zaid
More voices of lesser gods.
Sometimes these ancient voic-

es reach out to me, linking my 
childhood to who I am and con-
necting me to the people who 
went before me. Within them, if 
the night is quiet and the grass 
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is new, float sounds like spring 
peepers or perhaps a summer 
robin or, later in the night, a night 
hawk. Or maybe there’s a siren, if 
the weekend is busy and the night 
is hot. In the fall, there might be a 
dog, a mile away, tied up outside 
and not happy about it. These are 
messages for the ears, yet there are 
times in autumn when the air is 
lined with shimmering strands of 
spider silk, as if each tiny creature 
has suddenly found it necessary to 
leap into the breeze, sending me a 
visual message to tempt my fate, 
attached to a long, single rainbow 
of thread.

These lesser gods and the 
beauty of their message are not yet 
lost to those who will listen.

When I am in my covers and 
along my creeks, my mind is quiet. 
I can listen and heed their voices. 
It’s not as if I receive any words. 
There are no spooky echoes in my 
head. Rather the feeling is one of 
being in harmony with everything 
around me. The way I walk, pause, 
turn, and stop is not chosen with 
any conscious thought on my part. 
A likely looking grouse corner is 
approached by one direction this 
day and the opposite direction the 
next. I am successful both times.

In other places and circum-
stances, people call that following 
a “hunch.” The whole concept 
is now an established legal prin-
ciple called “probable cause.” It is 
nothing more or less than paying 
attention to the nagging thought in 
the head and doing what it says. 
I think that in my quiet mind the 
“gut reaction” is just being obedi-
ent to another will. I have, from 
time to time, tried to force my 
thoughts onto the task. It doesn’t 
work.

  This year I searched for 
some new places. I selected each 
piece of land because it had, on 

paper, all the necessary logical 
elements of a place where birds 
would be found. But within fifty 
yards or so, I knew by the feel-
ing in my gut that the cover was 
no good. It had everything that 
grouse need to get by: trees of the 
right age and gray dogwood in the 
right places, but it had no “soul.” 
There was no harmony for me 
to blend into. Admittedly, I hear 
what pleases me, and sometimes 
I don’t understand it all at once, so 
I often spent a couple hours trying 
to prove my inner voices wrong. 
But I could hear something after I 
quieted my mind.

The voice said, “You’re wast-
ing your time.”

I have other covers that are 
pretty much birdless, but I don’t 
go there for the hunting. These are 
just beautiful, spiritual places to 
be-churches in the natural world. 
They speak to me and I walk in 
them to listen to the voices and 
soak up what they have to tell me. 
When I come home my wife asks 
me if I “got anything.” I always 
answer yes and go downstairs to 
clean the gun and hang up my 
hunting clothes.

“Where is it?” she asks.
I just smile and pat myself on 

the chest. It’s in there. I can feel 
it, stored away in small parts I 
don’t understand right then. Not 
all messages are addressed to the 
mind; some are communications 
with the soul. The intellect is but 
one small part of the whole. When 
I do understand, I get a lump in 
the throat and a thrill in the heart.

These waters of the Mayo 
and the Stoney are, through their 
puddles and streams, in my heart 
and at the heart of my every ap-
pearance in them. Water is, as I 
said at the beginning, the mother 
element-part salt, sun, and time; 
pulsing in our blood; sustaining 

life; bringing into being nine-
tenths of everything alive; creating 
a water brotherhood in the leafy 
places where men and grouse 
wander. Water has a way of going 
beyond the reach of its rivers. It 
is the paper for the words of the 
lesser gods.

I am native to these places. I 
know them intimately enough that 
I can say where the lesser gods 
live. I have stayed long enough to 
listen for their voices.

Ted Lundrigan hails from 
central MN

We have let you read about 
eight pages of this 207 page book

¬© 2002 Ted Nelson Lund-
rigan Reprinted with permission 
of Countrysport Press, Camden, 
Maine (www.countrysportpress.
com). 
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Great Dogs

 Good dogs come and good 
but great dogs are few and far 
between. Jenny was a great 
dog and a great Vizsla and we 
lost her to cancer a few weeks 
ago. It was without question 
the toughest night of my life. 
Thanks god my wife Ellen was 
there to get us through.

 Jenny was our third Vizsla, 
my second, our son Ron you 
may remember had a Vizsla 
Ener that barely made it a year 
when she, a big runner, met her 
fate on a freeway. Jazz was my/
our first Vizsla. But Jenny was 
different then the other two.

 A good dog will do what 
they are suppose to and fit in 
well with the family and life. A 
great dog will do the same and 
on occasion give you the Oh 
My God moments. That was 
Jenny. Great dogs, typically 
come from nationally known 
breeders, are: the cheapest and 
best dogs, considering: training 
cost, vet bills, ect. that you will 
ever have.

 All three of our Vizslas can 
be traced back to the Busch Ken-
nel run by Jim & Linda Busch 
of Winnebago North Central 
Illinois. You can find them 

on our website. You can also 
find the article I did on them 
and the reference to Jim who 
I aptly named the Vizsla Guru 
which has spread throughout 
the Vizsla world ten years later.

 Jim and Linda breed great 
all purpose Vizslas. Their dogs 
are equally at home, in the field 
and look great in the show ring. 
I have always been a big fan 
of dual dogs. They are rarely 
the best at anything, but they 
are the type of dog that when 
they jump out of your truck to 
go hunting any observers will 
usually say: Oh My God where 
did you get that dog. And Jenny 
was all of that and more.

 I contacted Jim and Linda 
Busch when my first Vizsla: 
Jazz was graying up at ten 
years old. I knew within two 
years I should start working 
on a replacement. Jim said: 
“Tell me what you want in a 
dog and we’ll get a breeding 
done for you.” And he did. Two 
years later I was surrounded by 
Vizsla pups sorting from eight 
to that pick of the litter who 
was Jenny.

 Jenny was the runt of the lit-
ter. I like runts. They need to try 
harder to survive, and that she 

did. If you get a chance to get 
pick of the litter, turn it down, 
typically the breeder will talk 
you through it and pick a much 
better dog then an amateur can. 
And at seven weeks it’s all a 
crap shoot.

 So starting from eight, 
wanting a female I eliminated 
half the litter. Then not liking 
white on a Vizsla, which with 
all likelihood would go away 
as they matured I eliminated 
another female. So I was left 
with three. Two were nice 
looking Vizslas with nothing 
wrong with them. And then 
there was this scrappy runt 
of the litter wearing the blue 
collar we normally put on our 
dogs, that walked like royalty, 
who’s name would end up be-
ing Jenny.

 The choice was made, pa-
pers signed and Jim Vizsla 
Guru said, “you picked a great 
dog, she’ll be fine, now don’t 
YOU let ME down.” And in 
fact all a good breeder can get 
for you is potential; the rest is 
in your hands.

 So Ron, Ellen and I traveled 
back to the Twin Cities from 
northern Illinois with Jazz, 
Ron’s Springer Scooby and 
Jenny. We weren’t five miles 
before I heard this tiny little 
thing but forth her claim to 
something with such force that 
the older dogs were amazed 
and just listened an OMG. She 
was a pistol.

 We weren’t home a week 
and she pointed her first bird 
at less then eight weeks of age 
and a “Classy” point at that. 

We Lost A Great Dog: Jenny
By Dennis Guldan
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Within six months the points 
came daily and she grew into 
the great dog her bloodlines 
supported.

 At six months she was at 
the Land O Lakes Kennel Club 
show in St Paul. As we left the 
ring winning 
our class the 
judged turned 
to me and said: 
“the pup did 
GREAT, the han-
dler could use 
some work!”

 In spring 
J e n n y  s p e n t 
ten days with 
Ed Erickson of 
Autumn Breeze 
Kennels a Ger-
man Shorthair 
B re e d e r  a n d 
NAVHDA train-
er an hour north 
of the Twin Cit-
ies. Ed in a short 
time turned a 
bundle of juve-
nile potential 
to a young dog 
ready to enter 
the field trial 
and hunt test 
circuit.

 That spring 
Jenny and I ran 
her first Junior 
Hunt test. For 
those unfamil-
iar with pointer hunt tests, 
basically the club flags in an 
area the size of a football field, 
plants six birds and brings in 
two dogs and handlers as two 
judges watch on horse back. 

The dogs simply need to find 
and point one bird in fifteen 
minutes running free in the test 
area. Jenny found and pointed 
four, they other dog found none 
in the same area. The judged 
both said, damn good dog I 

hope we see more of her at the 
tests. That weekend we passed 
our first two of our four legs of 
the Junior Hunter title Jenny 
would get.

 For the third pass Jenny got 
back on the Illinois turf she was 
born by. I ran as brace mates 
with Jim Busch on the darkest, 
rainiest day you would ever 
run dogs. Jim’s dog found four 
birds; Jenny found one with the 

clock almost 
e x p i r e d .  I 
asked Jim lat-
er what I was 
doing wrong. 
Jim said we 
are running 
quail, every-
one  knows 
q u a i l  r u n 
back to where 
they were re-
leased so he 
had his dog 
work the area 
by the gallery 
w h e r e  t h e 
quail yet to be 
set out were 
chirping. The 
Vizsla Guru 
again showed 
a great dog is 
only as good 
as the handler 
allows them 
to be.

 On  the 
l as t  l eg  o f 
J enny’s  JH 
title we were 
running a bit 
bigger area in 
Minnesota . 

One of the differences between 
dogs running Junior Hunter 
and those running Senior Hunt-
er is in Senior the dog needs to 
naturally back. Which means 
when one dog goes on point, if 
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your dog sees the other dog go 
on point, instead of rushing in, 
they should also go on point. 
Thus “honoring” the point. 
Well the other dog found a bird 
first and went on point. Just 
then I heard a judge say, “We 
have an honor”. I looked down 
and Jenny was honoring the 
point, first time I had ever seen 
it in her. ANOTHER Oh My 
God moment you regularly see 
in great dogs. Jenny also found 
her own bird at that event and 
she got her JH title.

 Jenny also ran her first field 
trial in northern Wisconsin. At 
that event we were to find a 
bird in a square mile. She did a 
great job for a nine month old, 
at regularly checking in but 
found no bird. Her brace mate 

ran ahead and they were still 
looking for her two hours later. 
Great dogs don’t always have 
good manners, Jenny did.

 Being a publisher, husband 
and dad in a tough economy 
sometimes does not leave you 
the resources one needs to do 
all one might want to do. So 
Jenny never became a cham-
pion and had only a JH in her 
title. That failure is mine.

But I got a call one day from 
Jim Busch. He said Jerry Jordan 
of  Kojac German Shorthair 
Kennels of Iowa said he had 
Jenny for her annual training 
time and said to Jim: “I’m not a 
Red Dog guy, but if I ever were 
to own one, I’d love to have 
one out of Jenny.” So Jim and 
Jerry wanted to know when we 
were breeding Jenny because 
they could place all her pups 
if we wanted to breed her. The 
problem is Jenny rarely came 
into heat, something that gave 
her a special place as an indoor 
dog in Ellen’s heart and thus we 
never had a litter.

 Jenny was also great on the 
hunt. We were hunting pheas-
ants once in South Dakota when 
a Lab buddy of mine laughed at 
me because Jenny was on point 
on a clump of weeds. He said 
look your dogs is on false point. 
Well I owed it to her to prove  
Jenny was right and yes there 
was a bird there! My buddy 
took a look at his lab that was 
just in the area and said; maybe 
I should look at a Vizsla for my 
next dog.

 Another time at a writers 
hunt in chest tall grass in South 

Dakota Jenny gave me another 
OMG moment by popping up 
every few steps so she was the 
only dog we could keep track 
of. Impressed the hell out of 
the other writers and hunt staff.

 But those days are gone 
and so is Jenny. She got old as 
we all do. She came down with 
cancer that the doctor could just 
not get all of it. On Friday when 
she could hardly stand I told 
her and Ellen that Jenny would 
be put down on Monday. Sadly 
it was twelve hours too late for 
her body started shutting down 
twelve hours earlier. Making 
her last twelve hours with us 
her most uncomfortable.

I thought about a lot in those 
last twelve hours and Jenny will 
help me write several upcom-
ing articles about your final 
days with your dog. Hopefully 
making your last twelve hours 
with your dog better then ours.

 Jenny understood her place 
in life. And when we got Jersey 
an eight year old rescue Vizsla 
from Iowa Vizsla Rescue to take 
her spot so we would not lose 
Scooby our Springer that was 
stressed to the max having to 
be the alpha dog of the house as 
Jenny’s days were numbered, 
Jenny yielded her alpha posi-
tion with barely a bark.

Jenny will be missed and 
I’d like to thank all those that 
helped her be the great dog 
she was.

 Dennis Guldan hails from 
New Brighton, MN 
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New AKC Breeds

The American Kennel Club, 
founded in 1884, maintains the 
largest registry of purebred 
dogs in the world, and current-
ly registers 164 breeds, repre-
senting a wide variety of sizes, 
colors, coats, temperaments 
and heritages. The Bluetick 
Coonhound, Boykin Spaniel 
and Redbone Coonhound are 
the newest breeds, accepted 
December 30, 2009. The next 
breeds in line for full recogni-
tion by AKC are the Icelandic 
Sheepdog, Cane Corso and 
Leonberger. The three will be 
eligible for AKC registration on 
June 1, 2010 and for competi-
tion in the Herding and Work-
ing Groups on June 30, 2010.

A dog that has full registra-
tion with the AKC is eligible 
to participate in many of the 
more than 20,000 events offered 
by the AKC and its affiliated 
clubs each year (some events 
are breed-specific).

Internationally, there are 
approximately 400 breeds that 
are listed with registry organi-
zations in other countries. The 
AKC, however, does not reg-
ister all of these breeds, either 
because there are too few dogs 
(of that breed) in this country or 

there is too little interest among 
owners of these breeds to obtain 
AKC registered status. Because 
the AKC is a “club of clubs,” 
owners of a particular breed, 
wishing to have that breed 
registered, must establish an 
organized National Breed Club.

AKC Foundation Stock 
Service

Breeds that wish to begin 
the road to full AKC recogni-
tion must be recorded with an 
accepted registry (maintained 
by the national breed club or the 
optional AKC Foundation Stock 
Service). The AKC Foundation 
Stock Service (FSS) is the AKC’s 
recording service for purebred 
breeds that are not yet eligible 
for AKC registration. Currently, 
there are 65 breeds in the FSS, 
but acceptance into the program 
does not ultimately guarantee 
full AKC registration.

To be considered for listing 
as an FSS breed, the Breed Club 
must send in a written request, 
along with additional documen-
tation such as a written history 
and a written breed standard. 
Photographs are also required 
at the time of application. Once 
all information is presented to 
the Staff Executive Committee, 

a decision is made to allow or 
deny each request.

Miscellaneous Class
The recognition process be-

gins with a written request to 
compete in the Miscellaneous 
Class from the National Breed 
Club. To be eligible for consid-
eration to become an AKC rec-
ognized breed, the following 
general criteria must be met:

    A demonstrated follow-
ing and interest (minimum of 
100 active household mem-
bers) in the breed (in the form 
of a National Breed Club).

    A sufficient population 
in this country (minimum of 
300-400 dogs), with a three-
generation pedigree. Dogs in 
that pedigree must all be of the 
same breed.

    Geographic distribution 
of the dogs and people (located 
in 20 or more states).

    AKC must review and 
approve the club’s breed stan-
dard as well as the club’s con-
stitution and by-laws. Breed 
observations must be com-
pleted by AKC Field Staff.

If a substantial nationwide 
interest and activity in the 
breed is demonstrated and 
the above criteria met, the in-
formation is presented to the 
AKC Board of Directors for 
consideration to compete in 
the Miscellaneous Class.

Eleven breeds are currently 
eligible to compete in the 
Miscellaneous Class: Ameri-
can English Foxhound, Cane 
Corso, Cesky Terrier, Entle-

What Does it Take to be an 
AKC Registered Breed?



16
We are the largest read hunting/dog magazine

© Bird Dog & Retriever News, PO Box 120089, New Brighton, MN 55112  612-868-9169

June/July 2013                                                     Now in our Twenty Second year                                                www.Bdarn.com

bucher Mountain Dog, Finnish 
Lapphund, Icelandic Sheep-
dog, Leonberger, Norwegian 
Lundehund, Russell Terrier, 
Treeing Walker Coonhound, 
Xoloitzcuintli

Moving from 
Miscellaneous Class to 
Full AKC Registration

While there is no estab-
lished “quota” or timetable 
for adding new breeds, dogs 
typically compete in the Miscel-
laneous Class for one to three 
years. At the end of the first 
year, AKC contacts the National 
Breed Club for updates on the 
number of dogs and litters 
recorded, and the number of 
dogs who have entered events 
since being eligible to compete 
in the Miscellaneous Class. Fi-

nally, the club must have held 
matches, local and national 
breed specialty shows, judges’ 
workshops and breed seminars.

When all criteria are met, 
the information is presented to 
the Board of Directors for full 
recognition.



17
Magazine and web pages ads starting from $120/Yr

© Bird Dog & Retriever News, PO Box 120089, New Brighton, MN 55112  612-868-9169

June/July  2013                              We average over a half-million hits a month on the net.                        www.Bdarn.com

Buy The Book

Adaptability
With such a wide variation from dog 

to dog and from owner to owner a precise  
and preconceived approach to training 
is not practical. Programs and targets 
certainly have their place and are of great 
value, but the time scale for progress is 
more of an individual assessment.

Some dogs have an inherited aptitude 
to certain aspects of training and some 
dogs can have virtually none in others. 
Some are very early in maturing and will 
advance quickly, while with other aspects 
of training, a very slow and painstaking 
approach will be required to achieve 
progress.

Being prepared to make changes in 
an approach to training is important, not 
necessarily to change the program but 
a small change in a technique can be as 
effective as aborting one approach for 
another. There are occasions when golden 
rules have to be broken (or temporarily 
suspended) to achieve realistic progress.

Long-term interests may have to 
be reconsidered to ensure that a block 
on progress has been overcome. Some 
dogs will flourish when training covers 
a narrow band of exercises where others 
would be bored. The same can be said for 
owners. It is generally found that it is the 
bored owners who finish up with bored 
dogs. Although a solid foundation in the 

exercises being trained is essential there are times 
when working for that foundation is the excuse to 
look for perfection in the shortest possible time.

The ability to apply adaptability comes with expe-
rience and it is often the adaptability of a fertile mind 
that comes to the rescue. Nothing (except cruelty) 
should be ruled out when considering changes to 
achieve success.

Confidence
An air of confidence combined with the ability to 

apply the various skills and abilities can only help to 
give a dog the confidence that he can achieve success 
with reliability.

Thanks to Swan Hill Press we offer you 
an excerpt from Dog Training and Behavior 
By John Cree, copyrights 2006

Since you can’t tell a book from its cover 
we offer you four pages from this book to 
decide if you want to do buy the book!

Understanding 
Owners
By John Cree
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Confidence without the 
signs of arrogance will always 
have a better chance of bring-
ing out the right approach, but 
that confidence must never 
blind an owner to mistakes that 
might occur somewhere within 
a training program. This is es-
pecially so when an owner is 
prepared to accept any training 
hiccups or the performances 
are not the fault of the dog. An 
owner must always look closer 
to home for the causes of any 
deficiency.

Patience
Patience to build up and 

consolidate at each stage of 
training is important. Owners, 
when reaching a specific stage 
in training, often feel that they 
should immediately be taken 
on to the next stage. There are 
circumstances when this may 
have no adverse effect, but a 
period, albeit a short one, of 
consolidation will certainly 
benefit the stages of progres-
sion that are to follow.

This period of consolida-
tion not only gives the dog the 
opportunity to become accus-
tomed to his new learning but 
also allows the owner to bring 
in variations, such as distrac-
tions, to help create versatility 
and the maintenance of canine 
attention.

When problems or the like-
lihood of them come to the 
surface, patience should again 
be applied to work out the root 
of the predicament rather than 
trying to use a ‘quick fix’ to 
achieve progress.

Patience with a dog that 
is slower than expected is a 
virtue, but should not be over-
done if it is felt that the dog is 
taking advantage of situations. 
Although it is never a good 
policy for an owner to lose his 
temper with his dog I have, on 
occasions, found it necessary to 
ask an owner having a difficult 
time, to pretend he has run out 
of patience and apply this loss 
in a controlled manner. There 
is no such thing as a controlled 
situation when a person does 
run completely out of patience 
(loss of temper). He may regret 
his actions, but his dog’s confi-
dence will also have suffered 
badly.

Dogs are always capable of 
finding a weakness in the ar-
mory of their owners, especially 
when patience is not suitably 
balanced.

Organize
The ability to plan a se-

quence of training situations 
or the application of techniques 
will be very beneficial. It is 
always easier to remember or 
see from the records what and 
how things have been done 
in the past. The planning and 
execution of intermediate train-
ing targets will certainly help to 
maintain an organized mind.

Motivation
An owner should always 

have a reason for wanting to 
train his dog. It may be to pre-
vent problems or to cure them, 
to ensure that he brings up a 
well-behaved dog, or for the en-
joyment of an educated partner-
ship. Some owners may decide 

from the start that their goal is 
to progress into advanced work 
for a more professional or com-
petitive basis. There are also 
occasions when basic control 
training can be combined with 
the introductory elements of 
advanced work.

Having an objective and 
seeing satisfactory results en-
courages motivation and leads 
to an enthusiastic outlook.

Sympathy
An ounce of sympathy from 

an owner under the right condi-
tions can be a sign of consider-
ate handling. However, sympa-
thy at the wrong time can give 
the dog the impression that he 
can play on the softer feelings 
of his owner.

Humor
All activities in life benefit 

from a sense of humor and dog 
training is no different, so long 
as this sense of humor is never 
at the expense of the dog.

A happy and smiling face 
coming from his owner is all 
that many dogs need to put 
them in the right frame of mind.

It should be recognized that 
each of these particular skills 
and abilities are interrelated 
and a deficiency in one can ne-
gate the value of many others.

The partnership 
(To help complete this part 

of the picture.) To enjoy a dog’s 
company to the full he must 
be well behaved, have a bit 
of spirit - yes, to enjoy his life 
under his master’s roof - yes, to 
be considered a member of the 
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family - yes, but in his proper 
place. A dog is a pack animal 
by nature; he is either the pack 
leader or just a member of the 
pack finding his own place in 
the pecking order. Within the 
family, he can only be a member 
of the pack, and his place in the 
pecking order must be below 
the other members of the fam-
ily. Brought up correctly, treated 
fairly, with consideration and 
encouraged to enjoy his life, 
he will understand his place in 
the community, just as nature 
intended.

Although the dog 
owner must be the 
pack leader, the rela-
tionship can be treated 
more as a partnership, 
with the dog as the 
junior and the human 
as the senior member 
of the partnership. It 
must be recognized 
that dogs know their 
owners better than 
owners know their 
dogs, or themselves. 

Dogs seem to be capable of 
analyzing all our strengths 
and weaknesses; they have 
much more time than we have 
to carry out this analysis very 
successfully.

The true loyalty of a dog to 
his owner has got to be earned. 
The goodwill, which is built up 
between dog and owner, can 
be likened to a bank balance, 
with the dog’s loyalty being 
measured in a similar manner 
to that of a bank manager to a 
client. A bank manager’s loy-
alty is built on confidence and 
any overdraft is granted on his 
assessment of the client’s ability 
to honor his debts. The expec-
tation of loyalty from a dog is 
based on ‘goodwill as the cur-

rency the dog understands’. 
To go too deep into debt with 
a dog, without him feeling that 
the situation will improve, will 
certainly damage any loyalty 
already built up and do great 
harm to the partnership.

It should be recognized 
that the dog is never at fault. 
He is a product of man’s ef-
fect on breeding, on the dog’s 
upbringing, also subsequent 
conditioning and training, 
The dog is the result of the 
owner’s choice, the environ-
ment in which he has lived 
and on the owner’s approach 
to his environment. The owner 
must accept full responsibility 
for any of his failings.

Dog Training and Behavior 
By John Cree. Reprinted with 
permission: Copyrights Swan 
Hill Press Press  2006


