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be the same for standard duck and 
goose seasons.

The September Canada goose 
hunting season proposal will be 
finalized at the July 8-9 GFP Com-
mission meeting, which will be 
held in Pierre at the Ramkota Riv-
erCentre. To view the full propos-
als on those seasons, visit: www.
gfp.sd.gov/agency/commission/
default.aspx and look under the 
“Rule Proposals” heading.

To comment on any of the 
proposals, send a letter to: South 
Dakota Game, Fish and Parks 
Commission, 523 E. Capitol Ave., 
Pierre, SD 57501; or email wild.
info@state.sd.us. Comments on 
proposal will be taken until 5 p.m. 
CDT on June 5. To be included in 
the public record, please include 
your full name and city of resi-
dence.

To comment in person on this 
proposal, the GFP Commission 
will host a public 
hearing beginning 
at 2 p.m. CDT as part 
of their meeting on 
Monday, July 8.

UTAH

APPROVED 
UPLAND 

GAME HUNT 
CHANGES 
You’ll have to 

wait until Sept. 2 to 
hunt doves and pi-
geons in Utah this 
fall. But when the 
hunt starts, you can 
hunt band-tailed pi-
geons across the state. 
And you can have 
more mourning and 
white-winged doves 
in your possession.

Starting this fall, you can have 
30 mourning doves in your pos-
session. The daily bag limit is still 
10 doves.

Members of the Utah Wildlife 
Board approved rules for Utah’s 
2013”2014 upland game hunting 
seasons at a meeting on June 4. The 
changes they approved include 
the following:

Hunts start Sept. 2
Utah’s dove and pigeon hunts, 

and the state’s forest grouse, cot-
tontail rabbit, snowshoe hare and 
sandhill crane hunts, usually start 
on Sept. 1.

Blair Stringham, migratory 
game bird coordinator for the Di-
vision of Wildlife Resources, says 
Utah law doesn’t allow a hunt to 
start on a Sunday. “That’s why this 
year’s hunts will start on Monday, 
Sept. 2,” he says.

PIGEON CHANGES
In the past, you could hunt 

band-tailed pigeons in 13 of Utah’s 
29 counties. Those 13 counties are 
the counties pigeons are usually 
found in.

Starting this season, the Wild-
life Board has made the regula-
tions easier to understand: You 
can now take band-tailed pigeons 
anywhere in Utah.

The board also voted to de-
crease the daily band-tailed pi-
geon bag limit from five pigeons 
a day to two birds a day.

Stringham says band-tailed pi-
geons have declined in number since 
the 1960s. “With the reduced limit,” 
he says, “we’re comfortable allowing 
pigeon hunting across Utah.”

MORE DOVES
Starting this season, you can 

possess more mourning and 
white-winged doves.

You still may not take more 
than 10 doves a day. But the pos-
session limit has been increased 
from 20 doves to 30 doves.

Keeping the daily dove bag 
limit at 10 doves, but allowing 
hunters to have 30 doves in their 
possession, will help those who 
travel a long distance to hunt.

“Instead of having to pack up 
and head home after two days of 
hunting,” Stringham says, “you 
can extend your hunting trip an 
extra day because you can have 
10 additional doves in your pos-
session.”

2013-2014 UPLAND 
GAME GUIDEBOOK

You can see all of the upland 
game hunting rules the board ap-
proved in the 2013”2014 Upland 
Game and Turkey Guidebook. 
The free guidebook should be 
available at wildlife.utah.gov/
guidebooks by June 24.


