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This survey was originally 
scheduled to be mailed last year, 
but due to some unforeseen cir-
cumstances, was delayed. The 
National Dove Hunter Survey is 
scheduled to begin in June 2013, 
and will be compiled by the end 
of the 2013. 

“Nationally, there are more 
than one million dove hunters 
in the United States. This survey 
will encompass all regions of the 
country and will give us an excel-
lent picture of hunter opinions 
and needs.” says Dr. Ken Richkus 
of the Service’s Population and 
Habitat Assessment Branch. “The 
Service and the states want to 
make sure we use the best science-
based information for the man-
agement and conservation of our 
migratory bird resources and take 
hunter opinions and preferences 
into account whenever possible.” 

Dove hunting is hugely popu-
lar in South Carolina, ranking 
second behind deer hunting in 
total number of hunters, accord-
ing to S.C. Department of Natural 
Resources (DNR) Assistant Chief 
of Wildlife Billy Dukes. “Dove 
hunters who receive a survey are 
strongly encouraged to take the 
time to complete and return it in 
the postage-paid envelope provid-
ed,” Dukes added. “Their answers 
are very important to the future of 
mourning dove management, and 
we appreciate their efforts to tell us 
what they think.”

For information on the Nation-
al Dove Hunter Survey, contact 
Billy Dukes, DNR Assistant Chief 
of Wildlife, at (803) 734-3609.

SOUTH DAKOTA

GFP COMMISSION 
PROPOSAL WOULD 

CLOSE 2013 SAGE 
GROUSE SEASON
The Game, Fish and Parks 

Commission has proposed clos-
ing the 2013 Sage Grouse hunting 
season in South Dakota.

The proposal comes from GFP 
staff recommendations based on 
spring lek survey results.

“We have seen a downward 
trend in the number of male 
sage grouse on their breeding 
grounds,” Chad Switzer, GFP 
wildlife program administrator, 
said. “The number of male sage 
grouse counted on our priority 
leks dropped below the 100 thresh-
old. Following the actions outlined 
in the existing management plan, 
we recommended the sage grouse 
season close for 2013.”

South Dakota has held a re-
stricted season since 2000 by 
offering a two-day season with 
one bird per hunter per season. In 
2012 there were 35 hunters who 
harvested nine sage grouse.

The proposal to close the 2013 
sage grouse hunting season will be 
finalized at the July 8-9 GFP Com-
mission meeting, which will be 
held in Pierre at the Ramkota Riv-
erCentre. To view the full propos-
als on those seasons, visit: www.
gfp.sd.gov/agency/commission/
default.aspx and look under the 
“Rule Proposals” heading.

To comment on any of the 
proposals, send a letter to: South 
Dakota Game, Fish and Parks 
Commission, 523 E. Capitol Ave., 
Pierre, SD 57501; or email wild.
info@state.sd.us. Comments on 
proposal will be taken until 5 p.m. 

CDT on June 5. To be included in 
the public record, please include 
your full name and city of resi-
dence.

To comment in person on this 
proposed rules change, the GFP 
Commission will host a public 
hearing beginning at 2 p.m. CDT 
as part of their meeting on Mon-
day, July 8.

SEPTEMBER CANADA 
GOOSE HUNTING 

SEASON PROPOSED
Changes proposed by the 

South Dakota Game, Fish and 
Parks Commission would adjust 
the start date for the September 
Canada goose hunting season.

The proposed change would 
move the start date from the first 
Saturday in September to Septem-
ber 1. In addition, the Commission 
proposed to modify the boundar-
ies of Units 1 and 2 near the Mis-
souri River. Adjusting boundaries 
will provide future Canada goose 
hunting opportunities in Tripp 
County and portions of Charles 
Mix County (east of Highway 281 
and north of Highway 46) by add-
ing these areas to Unit 2.

The season would be open 
from Sept. 1-30 with a daily limit 
of 15 Canada geese and possession 
limit of 30. Nonresidents are not 
allowed to hunt in the counties 
of Beadle, Brookings, Hanson, 
Kingsbury, Lake, Lincoln, Mc-
Cook, Miner, Minnehaha, Moody, 
Sanborn, Turner and Union.

In addition, the Commission 
finalized the Youth Waterfowl sea-
son with no changes and will run 
Sept. 21-22. This season is open 
to both resident and nonresident 
youth who have not reached the 
age of 16 by the first day of the 
season. Limits and regulations will 


