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The Schmidt Bottoms shooting 
range south of Mandan is open 
and was upgraded just last year 
with 100-yard, 200-yard, shotgun 
and pistol ranges. Schmidt Bot-
toms is located approximately 13 
miles south of Mandan on ND 
Highway 1806.

The public shooting range at 
the Wilton Mine Wildlife Manage-
ment Area is currently closed due 
to wet conditions. Wilton Mine 
WMA is approximately two miles 
east of Wilton. 

Interested users can check the 
status of all public shooting ranges 
by accessing the North Dakota 
Game and Fish Department web-
site, gf.nd.gov.

SAGE GROUSE 
COUNTS REMAIN 

LOW
Results from North Dakota’s 

spring sage grouse survey indicate 
the number of strutting males ob-
served remains well below man-
agement objectives. Therefore, the 
sage grouse hunting season will 
remain closed in 2013.

Aaron Robinson, North Da-
kota Game and Fish Department 
upland game bird biologist, said 
biologists counted a record low 
50 males on 11 active strutting 
grounds earlier in May. Last year, 
72 males were counted on 12 active 
leks in the southwest.

“The most plausible reason 
why the population declined so 
dramatically this year was the 
severe drought the southwest ex-
perienced last summer,” Robinson 
said. “Sage grouse live in very arid 
dry areas, and in severe drought 
and heat, chicks are not able to find 
insects, which account for almost 
100 percent of their diet while they 
are growing. This vital source of 

protein is necessary for develop-
ment of young chicks and drought 
typically reduces the availability 
of insects.”

Due to the abnormal rainfall 
and dry conditions from last sum-
mer, Robinson said the potential 
for a successful nesting season this 
year is slim due to limited residual 
grass cover.

“We have learned from our 
recent research conducted in 
North Dakota that sage grouse rely 
heavily on residual grass cover 
for concealment during nesting 
season,” he added. “Without grass 
cover, mortality of females on 
nests increases and the probability 
that the nest will be depredated 
also increases. The outlook for a 
favorable hatch this year does not 
look optimistic.”

Sage grouse management 
in North Dakota has followed a 
specific plan developed by a di-
verse group of participants. The 
plan outlines hunting harvest 
objectives for the species, with a 
recommendation that the hunting 
season close if the spring census 
indicates fewer than 100 males in 
the population. If the spring breed-
ing population increases above 100 
males, Game and Fish Department 
biologists will evaluate if a hunt-
ing season is plausible given the 
threats facing the species in North 
Dakota.

Sage grouse are North Da-
kota’s largest native upland game 
bird. They are found in extreme 
southwestern North Dakota, pri-
marily in Bowman and Slope 
counties.

PENNSYLVANIA

WANTED: CLUBS 
TO HOST JUNIOR 

PHEASANT HUNTS
Game Commission seeks part-

ners to help expand popular 
program 

 After more than a decade of 
success, the Pennsylvania Game 
Commission is working to expand 
its Junior Pheasant Hunt Program 
and is seeking partners to do so.

 The commission is asking 
sportsmen’s clubs and other con-
servation organizations to meet an 
increasing demand created by the 
youngsters who want to partici-
pate in the program. 

And this year, clubs have the 
opportunity to host not one, but 
two organized junior pheasant 
hunts, and have been given lee-
way to accept more participants 
at the events they host.

 Those new options are 
among the many reasons inter-
ested clubs might want to start 
planning their events now. 

 The Game Commission 
has organized junior pheasant 
hunts since 2002 as a way to cre-
ate more hunting opportunities 
for both prospective and current 
junior hunters ages 12 to 16. To 
participate, junior hunters must 
have successfully completed the 
basic Hunter-Trapper Education 
course, however, they do not need 
to purchase a hunting license. 

 Recently, the program’s 
popularity has swelled. In 2012, 
26 events filled within a two-week 
period, and the Game Commis-
sion estimates at least 3,000 more 
young hunters would take part if 
given the opportunity. 

The program has great po-


