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lects the actual dates within these 
guidelines. Season dates will be 
selected at the July 11 Commission 
meeting.

For more information on mi-
gratory game birds in North 
Carolina, visit www.ncwildlife.
org/hunting.

NORTH DAKOTA
SPRING BREEDING 

DUCK NUMBERS 
TALLIED

The North Dakota Game and 
Fish Department’s annual spring 
breeding duck survey showed an 
index of 3.9 million birds, down 
17 percent from last year but still 
73 percent above the long-term 
average (1948-2012).

Mike Szymanski, waterfowl 
biologist, said blue-winged teal 
and gadwall saw the largest de-
cline. “Blue-wings are coming 
off near-record highs, so it’s not 
unexpected to see the drop,” Szy-
manski said.

Blue-winged teal were down 
38 percent and gadwall 28 per-
cent. However, they are both well 
above the long-term average “ 
blue-winged teal 42 percent and 
gadwall 59 percent.

“Duck numbers are still really 
good, well above long-term aver-
ages,” Szymanski said, while men-
tioning that total duck numbers 
for 2013 are similar to estimates 
over the past decade.

Scaup showed a notable in-
crease from last year, while mal-
lards, pintails, shovelers and 
canvasback were essentially un-
changed.

The spring water index was up 
slightly from 2012. The water in-
dex is based on basins with water, 

and does not necessarily represent 
the amount of water contained in 
wetlands.

Water conditions were good 
in larger wetlands, but many shal-
low wetlands were on the verge 
of drying up the week the survey 
was conducted. “The somewhat 
poor wetland conditions prob-
ably resulted in losing ducks to 
Canadian nesting grounds,” Szy-
manski said. “A big factor was 
probably that our smaller, shallow 
wetland basins were not holding 
much water throughout much of 
the state and the larger wetlands 
were all frozen when ducks were 
migrating through North Dakota.”

Szymanski said water condi-
tions were much better in the 
northern half of the state. “Duck 
numbers were down roughly 30 
percent in the south central and 
southeastern areas of the state 
due to dry conditions,” he said. 
“However, breeding and renesting 
conditions aren’t reflected well in 
our data this year as most of the 
state got several inches of rain the 
week following our survey. That 
won’t change duck numbers, but 
it will mean better conditions for 
breeding and raising young.”

Additionally, the loss of CRP 
acres was evident during the sur-
vey, Szymanski said, as massive 
stretches of land conversion to 
cropland were obvious. “The loss 
of grass will hurt production of 
ducks and other grassland nesting 
birds,” he added. “However, the 
recent overly wet conditions will 
also help bridge the gap a little bit 
for ducks.”

Breeding was running behind 
from previous years as more pairs 
were present and nesting was 
just getting underway during the 
survey, Szymanski said. “But we 
won’t really know how the ducks 
did until we conduct the July 

brood survey.”
The July brood survey will 

provide a better idea of duck pro-
duction and insight into expecta-
tions for this fall.

GAME AND FISH PAYS 
$539,000 IN PROPERTY 

TAXES
The North Dakota Game and 

Fish Department recently paid more 
than $539,000 in taxes to counties 
in which the department owns or 
leases land. The 2012 in-lieu-of-tax 
payments are the same as property 
taxes paid by private landowners.

The Game and Fish Department 
manages more than 200,000 acres 
for wildlife habitat and public hunt-
ing in 51 counties. The department 
does not own or manage any land 
in Traill or Renville counties.

STATUS OF PUBLIC 
SHOOTING RANGES

The MacLean shooting range 
located near the MacLean boat 
ramp south of Bismarck is now 
open after being closed earlier this 
spring due to a wildfire and ensu-
ing high fire danger index.

Shooting is only allowed from 
the bench to the designated target 
stands. Tracer rounds and explod-
ing targets are prohibited. Any 
illegal activity should be reported 
to Report All Poachers by calling 
(800) 472-2121.

Future plans for MacLean 
in either 2013 or 2014 include 
improvements and expansion 
slightly to the west of the existing 
area, with shotgun, handgun, and 
100- and 200-yard rifle ranges.

MacLean Bottoms is two miles 
south of ND Highway 1804, ap-
proximately 15 miles southeast of 
Bismarck.


