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gratory game birds in New York, 
visit the DEC website.

Governor Cuomo’s NY Open 
for Hunting and Fishing initiative 
is an effort to improve recreational 
activities for in-state and out-of-
state sportsmen and sportswomen 
and to boost tourism opportunities 
throughout the state. This initia-
tive includes the streamlining of 
hunting and fishing licensing and 
reducing license fees, improved 
access for fishing at various sites 
across the state, and increasing 
hunting opportunities in various 
regions.

DEC ANNOUNCES 
TENTATIVE 2013-14 

MIGRATORY GAME 
BIRD HUNTING 

SEASONS
Early Announcement Will 

Help Hunters Plan Trips
The tentative schedule for 

many of New York’s 2013-14 mi-
gratory game bird seasons is now 
available, allowing sportsmen 
and sportswomen to plan outdoor 
activities well in advance, New 
York State Department of Envi-
ronmental Conservation (DEC) 
Commissioner Joe Martens an-
nounced today. Tentative season 
dates for ducks, geese, woodcock, 
snipe and rails can be found on the 
DEC website.

“New York’s Open for Hunt-
ing and Fishing Initiative sup-
ports tourism opportunities to 
further benefit sportsmen and 
sportswomen throughout the 
state,” Commissioner Martens 
said. “DEC announces the ten-
tative schedule so hunters can 
begin making plans for statewide 
hunting trips and for a safe and 
successful season. Still, we always 
remind hunters to check the final 

dates, usually issued in late sum-
mer, before going afield.”

The final season dates, bag 
limits and other regulations for 
2013-14 migratory game bird 
hunting seasons in New York will 
be posted on DEC’s website and 
announced by a statewide news 
release, once they are approved by 
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. 
Hunters should confirm the final 
season dates before going afield.

The tentative season dates 
were developed by a team of DEC 
staff representing all regions of the 
state, taking into consideration 
anticipated federal regulations for 
the coming year and recommen-
dations from Waterfowl Hunter 
Task Forces established by DEC 
for each zone. DEC has used a task 
force approach since 1997, and it 
has been very helpful for setting 
seasons where hunter preferences 
are diverse. For more information 
about the Waterfowl Hunter Task 
Forces, go to the DEC website.

Tentative season dates for the 
Lake Champlain Zone were not 
included because they will be de-
termined by the Vermont Fish and 
Wildlife Board following public 
meetings likely to be held in Au-
gust in Whitehall, NY and Burling-
ton, VT. DEC encourages New York 
waterfowl hunters who frequent 
the Champlain Zone to attend 
one of these meetings; details will 
be announced later this summer. 
Comments and suggestions about 
the Lake Champlain Zone may also 
be submitted to any DEC season-
setting team member or by e-mail 
to wfseason@gw.dec.state.ny.us.

Copies of the 2013-14 migrato-
ry game bird hunting regulations 
brochure will be available on the 
DEC website in late August and by 
mid-September wherever hunting 
licenses are sold.

Governor Cuomo’s NY Open 
for Hunting and Fishing Initiative 
is an effort to improve recreational 
activities for in-state and out-of-
state sportsmen and sportswomen 
and to boost tourism opportunities 
throughout the state. This initia-
tive includes the streamlining of 
hunting and fishing licensing and 
reducing license fees, improved 
access for fishing at various sites 
across the state, and increasing 
hunting opportunities in various 
regions.

For more information about 
waterfowl and migratory game 
bird hunting in New York, visit 
the DEC website.

NORTH 
CAROLINA

PUBLIC INVITED TO 
COMMENT ON EARLY 

MIGRATORY GAME 
BIRD SEASONS

Starting June 3, the N.C. Wild-
life Resources Commission is invit-
ing public comments on the early 
waterfowl and webless migratory 
game bird hunting seasons.

The seasons include dove, 
woodcock, rail, snipe and thos 
waterfowl seasons beginning be-
fore October 1. Input on extended 
falconry seasons for webless spe-
cies will also be taken at this time. 
Comment on proposed dates for 
the seasons by going to www.
ncwildlife.org and clicking on 
“Submit Comments” at the bottom 
of the page. 

Comments will be accepted 
from June 3 through June 20.

Every year, the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service provides frame-
works from which to choose the 
seasons, and the Commission se-


