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million acres of CRP in Minnesota; 
today that amount is about 1.4 
million acres. Since 2007, however, 
Minnesota has lost 425,000 acres of 
CRP. Another 625,000 acres of CRP 
in the state is scheduled to expire 
over the next five years. Together, 
that’s a land mass roughly the size 
of Rhode Island.

If you are enrolled in CRP 
please consider re-enrolling. If you 
have land that could be enrolled, 
please consider it. You might also 
consider enrolling your grassland 
in the Walk-In Access program. 
This program provides financial 
incentives for landowners to keep 
land in CRP by allowing public 
hunting on that land. Now en-
tering its third year, the walk-in 
program has expanded to 35 coun-
ties in western Minnesota, with a 
goal of enrolling 25,000 acres. This 
program has proven successful for 
both landowners and hunters.

Your local Farm Service Agen-
cy office can provide more infor-
mation on CRP and the Walk-In 
Access program. At many loca-
tions you will meet specialized 
consultants funded by the Farm 
Bill Partnership and supported 
by the Board of Water and Soil 
Resources, Minnesota Department 
of Natural Resources, Pheasants 
Forever and the Environment and 
Natural Resources Trust Fund.

So stop by. Ask questions. Get 
answers. And know that if you do 
enroll, you will make a positive 
impact on our environment for 
years to come, and for that, I “ and 
all Minnesotans “ thank you.

MONTANA
FWP SEEKS 

APPLICANTS FOR 
CITIZEN ADVISORY 

COMMITTEE
FWP is seeking volunteer ap-

plicants to fill four slots on the 
Region One Citizen Advisory 
Committee (CAC). The 14-mem-
ber CAC is in its 18th year and 
was established to provide input 
and guidance to FWP from the 
public. This is a general advisory 
committee that works with FWP 
on all issues and programs.

CAC members come from 
across northwest Montana. Advi-
sors serve in a volunteer capacity 
with meals and mileage provided. 
Evening meetings are held about 
six times per year.

The function of the CAC is to:
 • Help promote Montana’s 

strong hunting, fishing, trapping, 
and recreational traditions;

 • Help make FWP personnel 
more available and responsive to 
the public

 • Contribute to local decision-
making and local solutions

 • Help FWP be aware of issues 
before they become problems

 • Influence the choice of proj-
ects to benefit the Region’s fish, 
wildlife, habitat, anglers, hunters, 
and other recreationists.

Some of the major issues and 
programs which have involved the 
CAC include: boating rules, lake 
management, big game seasons, 
bear management, predator man-
agement, hunting plans, fisheries 
management, and information 
and media.

To apply for the CAC, con-
tact FWP at 752-5501. Interested 
persons will receive an applica-

tion by mail or email. You may 
request an application via email 
by contacting Martha Abbrescia 
at mabbrescia@mt.gov

FWP SEEKS COMMENT 
ON WILDLIFE 
PROPOSALS

The Montana Fish, Wildlife 
& Parks Commission is seeking 
public comment on several wild-
life and hunting related proposals.

The proposals include:
 the 2013 upland game bird 

quotas and limits, which will 
mostly remain identical to last 
year. The lone change includes 
increasing permit quotas for fall 
turkey hunts in Gallatin County 
from 10 to 50, and from two to 10 
for the area’s youth hunt.

 an agreement to a court-or-
dered settlement with a landown-
er to provide road and parking 
access to the Marias River Wildlife 
Management Areas southeast of 
Shelby.

 a work plan for using an 
expected $27,000 in nongame 
check-off funds donated to FWP 
by Montana taxpayers to fund 
species of concern inventory and 
monitoring; ranking habitat for 
conservation; a student stipend for 
nongame research; ongoing syl-
vatic plague vaccine research for 
black-footed ferret recovery; and 
education and outreach efforts.

 a hunting access agreement 
that would continue to provide 
public access to some elk hunters 
in exchange for a hunting district 
411-21 either-sex permit for use by 
a Swanz Ranch family member. 
FWP would issue four additional 
411-21 permits to hunters from a 
list of unsuccessful applicants for 
hunting only on the Swanz prop-
erty. Based on positive post-hunt 


