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new cooperative.
The 15 landowners within 

this southern Tuscola County 
cooperative will manage their 
properties, totaling over 1,200 
acres, to help pheasants thrive. 
Pheasants require large blocks of 
grassland habitat for nesting, and 
tall wetland and grassland plants 
such as cattails and switchgrass 
for winter cover.

The Michigan Pheasant Res-
toration Initiative is a conserva-
tion initiative of diverse partners 
working together to restore and 
enhance Michigan pheasant habi-
tat, populations and hunting op-
portunity on private and public 
lands. The initiative is accomplish-
ing its goals through the formation 
of cooperatives in the southeastern 
Lower Peninsula. The MPRI’s goal 
is to establish 10 cooperative areas 
by 2015, totaling 15,000 to 20,000 
acres of quality pheasant habitat.

Current pheasant cooperatives 
include the Lake Hudson Coop-
erative in Lenawee County, the 
Cheboyganing Co-op in Saginaw 
and Bay counties, the Baltimore 
Township Co-op in Barry County, 
the Saginaw County Co-op in 
Saginaw and Shiawassee coun-
ties, the Grindstone-Port Hope 
Sportsmen’s Club Pheasant Co-op 
in Huron County and the newly 
formed Tuscola County Pheasant 
Cooperative.

Those interested in partici-
pating in the Michigan Pheasant 

Restoration Initiative, 
forming their own neigh-
borhood pheasant co-
operative or finding out 
where they can join an 
existing co-op can con-
tact their local wildlife 
biologist or visit www.
michigan.gov/pheasant.

The Michigan Pheas-
ant Restoration Initiative 

is a cooperative partnership be-
tween the DNR, Pheasants Forev-
er, Michigan United Conservation 
Clubs, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service, the Michigan Department 
of Agriculture and Rural Develop-
ment, local conservation districts 
and other conservation organiza-
tions to facilitate a revitalization 
of Michigan’s pheasant popula-
tion. This initiative is intended 
to enhance small game hunting 
opportunities, increase wildlife 
populations, improve hunter 
satisfaction and help Michigan’s 
economy.

The Michigan Department of 
Natural Resources is committed 
to the conservation, protection, 
management, use and enjoyment 
of the state’s natural and cultural 
resources for current and future 
generations. For more informa-
tion, go to www.michigan.gov/
dnr.

MINNESOTA

THANKS TO THOSE 
WHO ENROLL LAND 

IN CRP
If you own private land in the 

agricultural part of the state, the 
future of wildlife and water qual-
ity depends on you.

This is true because grass-
lands, wetlands and other forms 
of cover are critical for providing 

pheasants, ducks and a myriad of 
nongame species with the nesting 
sites, food and shelter they need. 
That cover is found primarily on 
private lands.

For this reason I offer my sin-
cere thanks to those of you who 
have enrolled land in the Conser-
vation Reserve Program (CRP). 
You have been a friend to wildlife, 
soil, clean water and the Minneso-
tans who value them. Your efforts 
are appreciated. Hopefully, others 
will follow your example before 
the sign-up closes June 14.

Preserving grassland is one 
of the great environmental chal-
lenges we face. Long ago, tallgrass 
prairie covered about one-third 
of Minnesota and totaled some 18 
million acres. Today, less than 2 
percent remains. What remains is 
further threatened by the current 
combination of low interest rates, 
high corn and soybean prices and 
ever-increasing yields per acre that 
make it economically attractive to 
convert even marginal grassland 
that was never before deemed 
tillable.

Since 2007, conversion of idle 
lands to cropland has been ac-
celerating. In fact, grassland-to-
cropland conversions in the Corn 
Belt have not been this high since 
the 1920s and 1930s, the era of 
rapid mechanization of America’s 
agriculture. The National Agricul-
ture Statistics Service reports that 
grassland conversion to corn and 
soybeans (1 to 5.4 percent annu-
ally) across a significant portion 
of the Western Corn Belt is com-
parable to deforestation rates in 
Brazil, Malaysia and Indonesia.

Since its beginning in 1985, 
CRP has contributed to improv-
ing Minnesota’s water quality and 
done more for grassland wildlife 
than any other conservation pro-
gram. At one point, there were 1.9 


