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remain idle for two or three years 
in a row before being disked up 
again and provided ideal nesting 
and winter cover. It is this type of 
habitat that we are lacking today, 
but it requires landowners to cre-
ate and maintain it.” 

The DNR Fish & Wildlife’s 
Private Lands Unit works with 
landowners to restore quail and 
pheasant habitat. A district wild-
life biologist will meet with the 
landowner, inspect the property 
and prepare a detailed manage-
ment plan. The biologist will also 
discuss financial assistance pro-
grams that are available through 
the DNR Fish & Wildlife to help 
offset the cost of habitat restora-
tion or maintenance. Qualified 
landowners are reimbursed for 
finished work in the amount 
agreed to by DNR Fish & Wildlife. 
Enhanced cost-share assistance is 
available to landowners in any of 
the Division’s quail or pheasant 
priority areas. 

“Each district wildlife biolo-
gist has a quail or pheasant prior-
ity area,” said Josh Griffin, south 
region private lands supervisor 
for DFW. “The more pheasant 
and quail habitat we can create or 
restore in these areas, the greater 
the potential for these birds to 
disburse into other areas of good 
habitat and maintain sustainable 
populations.” 

To determine if your land is in a 
quail or pheasant priority area, see 
dnr.IN.gov/dnr/wild/2352.htm. 

For more information on quail 
or pheasant priority areas, or 
for information on developing 
wildlife habitat on your property, 
contact your local district wildlife 
biologist. A directory is at dnr.
IN.gov/fishwild/2716.htm. 

Contact Information: Name: 
Josh Griffin Phone: (812) 526-8475 
Email: dnrnews@dnr.in.gov

SMALL GAME 
HUNTING SURVEY 
SENT TO INDIANA 

HUNTERS
The Indiana Department of 

Natural Resources has mailed a 
survey to 15,540 Indiana hunters 
to help improve the management 
of Indiana’s small game and fur-
bearer species. 

By completing this 20-question 
survey, hunters can give opinions 
on their hunting experiences of 
quail, grouse, pheasant, squirrel, 
rabbit, woodcock and crow. 

DNR research biologists will 
gather the information and sum-
marize it to help with manage-
ment practices for these species. 

“Hunter surveys are essential 
to determining how far Indiana 
hunters are willing to travel to 
hunt, the number of days they 
hunted, and if they’re satisfied 
with their hunting experiences,” 
said Budd Veverka, farmland 
game research biologist with the 
DNR Division of Fish & Wildlife. 
“This information is integral to 
our management plans and strate-
gies.” 

If you received a survey, be 
aware that the return date has been 
changed to June 1, 2013. 

Return the survey by that date 
for a chance to win Indiana sport-
ing licenses and stamp privileges 
worth up to $50. 

Contact Information: Budd 
Veverka Phone: (812) 334-1137 
Email: dnrnews@dnr.in.gov

 

IOWA
TRUMPETER SWAN 
RELEASE PLANNED 

AT FOUR SOUTHWEST 
IOWA SITES

Trumpeter swans will be re-
leased at four locations in south-
west Iowa as part of the Iowa 
Department of Natural Resources 
trumpeter swan relocation efforts 
to restore a wild free flying popu-
lation to Iowa. 

Four swans will be released at 
10 a.m., May 8, at the Mt. Ayr Wild-
life Area’s Walnut Creek Lake, 
with the help from the Ringgold 
County Conservation Board. 

Four swans will be released 
at 2 p.m., May 8, at Summit Lake, 
near Creston. The swans will be 
released near the boat ramp on the 
south side of Hwy. 25.

Four swans will be released at 
10:30 a.m., May 9, at Viking Lake 
State Park, near Stanton, with 
the help from the Montgomery 
County Conservation Board. The 
swans will be released near the 
restaurant/beach area.

Four swans will be released 
at 2:30 p.m., May 9, at Lake Anita 
State Park, near Anita, with the 
help from the Cass County Con-
servation Board. 

The public is invited to the 
releases. There will be a 20 minute 
presentation including an oppor-
tunity to see the swans up close. 
Trumpeter swans are the largest 
waterfowl in North America. The 
all white birds can weigh up to 
32 pounds and have an eight foot 
wingspan. 

The releases will occur rain 
or shine.


