
43
Magazine and web pages ads starting from $120/Yr

© Bird Dog & Retriever News, PO Box 120089, New Brighton, MN 55112  612-868-9169

June/July  2013                              We average over a half-million hits a month on the net.                        www.Bdarn.com

Delabar State Park, two miles 
north of Oquawka. 

Additional hunting infor-
mation and maps on the above 
sites can be accessed at http://
dnr.state.il.us/lands/landmgt/
hunter_fact_sheet/index.htm 

NEWS BITS
Online Dove Permits: Online 

applications will be accepted from 
resident Illinois hunters from June 
11-July 2 for the first lottery for Il-
linois Free Dove Hunting Permits 
for hunting at select state sites. 
Applications may be submitted 
for the second lottery by resident 
hunters who were unsuccessful 
in the first lottery, residents who 
did not apply in the first lottery, 
and non-resident hunters for the 
second lottery drawing from July 
3-16. After the second lottery per-
mit application deadline on July 
16, hunters may apply for remain-
ing free dove permits on a first-
come, first-served basis beginning 
at 8 a.m. on July 31. For more in-
formation on dove hunting permit 
areas and free dove permits, check 
the IDNR website at www.dnr.il-
linois.gov/hunting/dove

Wingshooting Clinics: The 
IDNR and participating partners 
sponsor wingshooting clinics at 
sites throughout Illinois to help 
improve the shooting skills of par-
ticipants. Youth/Women’s clinics 
are designed to teach participants 
basic firearm safety and the funda-
mentals of wingshooting. Hunter 
clinics are designed to enhance 
the wingshooting skills of hunters 
and provide sound wingshooting 
practice techniques. The clinics are 
conducted on select weekends this 
summer and early fall. For a com-
plete schedule, check the webpage 
at this link: http://dnr.state.il.us/
lands/landmgt/programs/wing-
shooting/WingshootingDates.htm

INDIANA
INDIANA HUNTERS 
TO PARTICIPATE IN 
NATIONAL DOVE 

HUNTING SURVEY
An upcoming survey will ask 

dove hunters in Indiana and across 
the U.S. to share their experiences 
and opinions about dove hunting. 

Topics in the National Dove 
Hunter Survey will include time 
spent hunting, demographics, con-
straints to hunting, and thoughts 
about potential effects of lead from 
spent ammunition on mourning 
doves and other wildlife. The 
study is a cooperative effort by 
state fish and wildlife agencies, in-
cluding the Indiana DNR Division 
of Fish & Wildlife, the National 
Flyway Council, and the U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service (USFWS). 

Mailing to a random sample of 
dove hunters will begin June 20. 
The survey will be completed by 
the end of 2013 and a final report 
will be delivered to involved agen-
cies in March 2014. 

“We really hope each dove 
hunter who receives a survey takes 
the time to complete and return 
it in the postage-paid envelope 
provided,” said Ken Richkus of 
the USFWS Population and Habi-
tat Assessment Branch. “Their 
answers are very important, and 
we appreciate their efforts to tell 
us what they think.” 

The National Dove Hunter 
Survey will give the USFWS a 
picture of mourning dove hunter 
thoughts and needs by state, 
region and nationwide, Richkus 
said. 

Hoosier hunters harvest more 
doves than any other species in 
Indiana, typically around 200,000 
annually. The birds are hunted 
in Indiana by more than 10,000 

hunters. 
“Dove hunting is enjoyed by 

many hunters here in Indiana, and 
I am glad they will have the op-
portunity to voice their opinions 
about this very important game 
bird,” said Budd Veverka, DNR 
Division of Fish & Wildlife’s farm-
land game research biologist. 

DNR Fish & Wildlife also 
works with the USFWS to conduct 
a statewide mourning dove calling 
survey each spring to determine 
population trends and a mourn-
ing dove banding program for a 
long-term harvest management 
strategy. 

Contact Information: Name: 
Budd Veverka Phone: (812) 334-
1137 Email: dnrnews@dnr.in.gov

GAME BIRD HABITAT 
DEVELOPMENT 

FUNDS AVAILABLE 
FOR LANDOWNERS

Private landowners looking 
to improve wildlife habitat on 
their property may qualify for 
financial assistance through the 
DNR Division of Fish & Wildlife, 
particularly if they want to ben-
efit bobwhite quail and ring-neck 
pheasants. 

Bobwhite quail and ring-neck 
pheasant are prized game birds. 
However, populations of both 
have suffered from permanent 
habitat loss or lack of maintenance 
on existing habitat. 

“It used to be that farming 
practices created and maintained 
a lot of the habitat that quail and 
pheasants needed,” said Gary 
Langell, private lands program 
manager for DNR Fish & Wild-
life. “More ground was typically 
disturbed each year than what 
was planted and harvested. Many 
of those disturbed areas would 


