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While demand for hunting 
in Colorado remains high, the 
number of licenses the agency can 
actually sell has declined as large 
elk herds have been reduced to 
address agricultural damage. Re-
ductions in license sales revenue 
means that the agency will need to 
reduce spending. To address rev-
enue declines in the fiscal year that 
begins in July, the agency plans 
to reduce funding for some grant 
programs, hold some vacant posi-
tions in the agency open, reduce 
operating budgets by five percent, 
and transfer some property main-
tenance costs to other funding 
sources. To address longer term 
projections of revenue decline, 
Colorado Parks and Wildlife has 
established a committee that will 
be developing three spending re-
duction proposals for Commission 
consideration later this fall.

On the sage-grouse front, 
Gunnison County Wildlife Coor-
dinator Jim Cochran talked to the 
Commission on Thursday. He pre-
sented information on the efforts 
by Gunnison County and area 
landowners to protect Gunnison 
sage-grouse habitat. Gunnison 
County Commissioners attended 
the meeting and expressed ap-
preciation for Colorado Parks and 
Wildlife’s work to keep Gunnison 
sage-grouse from being listed 
under the endangered species act. 

Commissioners also heard 
presentations regarding hunter 
and angler retention and recruit-
ment efforts taking place in other 
parts of the country. Arizona 
Game and Fish representative 
Scott Lavin discussed that agen-
cy’s efforts to bring new hunters 
and anglers into the field. National 
retention and recruitment expert 
Bill Creighton talked about how 
agencies can enhance customer 
experience. 

The meeting was held at the 
Aspinall-Wilson Center on the 
campus of Western State Colo-
rado University on Thursday and 
Friday. The meeting concluded at 
noon Friday. 

The Colorado Parks and Wild-
life Commission is an 11-member 
panel appointed by the governor. 
The Commission sets regulations 
and policies for Colorado’s state 
parks and wildlife programs. 
The Colorado Parks and Wildlife 
Commission meets monthly and 
travels to communities around 
the state to facilitate public par-
ticipation in its processes. The 
commission is scheduled to travel 
to Walden, Trinidad, Montrose, 
Lamar and Pueblo later this year.

LEARN TO HUNT 
PHEASANTS WITH 

CPW
Colorado Parks and Wildlife 

is inviting recent hunter educa-
tion graduates who would like 
advanced instruction on pheasant 
hunting to sign up for the agency’s 
Novice Hunter Program being 
launched this summer. 

The Novice Hunter Program 
is a new effort by Colorado Parks 
and Wildlife to give novice hunters 
the skills they need to become suc-
cessful pheasant hunters. Begin-
ning in late June, Colorado Parks 
and Wildlife will host a series of 
one-day programs and follow-up 
instruction to get novice hunters 
started on the path to becoming 
pheasant hunters.

One-day classes are scheduled 
for the weekends of June 22-23, 29-
30, August 17-18 and Sept. 21-22. 
Anyone who has graduated from 
a Colorado Parks and Wildlife 
Hunter Education Course between 
June 1, 2012 and June 1, 2013 is 
eligible to register.

“Pheasant hunting is a great 
way to introduce novices to our 
hunting traditions,” said Fort Col-
lins Area Wildlife Manager Mark 
Leslie. “But pheasants can be chal-
lenging for even seasoned hunters 
to harvest. We created the Novice 
Hunter Program to help beginners 
get the skills they need to become 
a successful hunter.”

Pheasant season is one of the 
high points on Colorado’s sport-
ing calendar. While ring-necked 
pheasants are not native, they’re 
wily, tough and well-adapted to 
eastern Colorado’s wide-open 
agricultural landscapes. Pheasant 
hunting has a low cost of entry 
“ a novice hunter needs only a 
shotgun, a hunting license, some 
hunter orange and a good pair of 
boots to take to the field. Colo-
rado leases about 250,000 acres of 
pheasant habitat for easy hunter 
access annually.

Novice Hunter classes start at 
the Wellington Senior Center with 
presentations on pheasant biol-
ogy, hunting tactics, hunting op-
portunities, laws, regulations and 
hunting ethics. A refresher course 
in safe firearms handling practices 
and range safety is also part of the 
curriculum. In the afternoon, stu-
dents will travel to the Wellington 
State Wildlife Area to receive basic 
wingshooting training under the 
eye of certified instructors and a 
range safety officer, in addition to 
instruction on scouting, hunting 
tactics and field safety. 

Students are encouraged to 
bring a well-fitting .12 or .20-gauge 
shotgun, though CPW will pro-
vide firearms for those who need 
a loaner. As a note, instructors 
will inspect firearms before allow-
ing them on the range. Please do 
not bring ammunition; it will be 
provided.


