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State News

ARKANSAS
DUNKLIN NAMED 

DUCKS UNLIMITED 
NATIONAL 
PRESIDENT

George Dunklin Jr., of 
Humphrey, whose term on 
the Arkansas Game and Fish 
Commission concluded a 
year ago, has been installed as 
the national president of Ducks 
Unlimited. 

He will be DU’s president for 
two years. 

Dunklin is the second former 
AGFC commissioner to head 
a major national conversation 
organization in recent years. Jim 
Hinkle of Mountain View was 
chairman of the National Wild 
Turkey Federation in 2010-2012. 

Dunklin is a rice farmer in 
addition to other business inter-
ests and has been involved in 
conservation, especially wetlands 
habitat, for many years. His Five 
Oaks Lodge near his home has 
an international reputation and 
is a model for many of his habitat 
endeavors. 

He was the 2009 Budweiser 
Conservationist of the Year, and 
he put the $50,000 received for this 
award into habitat work on Bayou 
Meto Wildlife Management Area. 
He was an AGFC commissioner 
from 2005 to June 30, 2012, and 
served as the agency’s chairman 
his final year. 

Dunklin and his wife Livia 
have three daughters, Megan, Hil-
ary and Lauren. 

Dunklin, a third generation 

rice farmer, said, “My father 
would constantly tell me that we 
did not own this land but were 
simply the tenants for the short 
time we were here. It’s our respon-
sibility to leave this land better 
than we found it, a responsibility 
that rings true for me today.” 

SUPER RETRIEVER 
SERIES COMING TO 

CAMP ROBINSON SUA 
 The Arkansas Game and 

Fish Commission’s Boone Pond 
retriever training area at Camp 
Robinson Special Use Area will 
play host to the Super Retriever 
Series May 31-June 2. 

The Super Retriever Series 
sanctions hunting retriever com-
petitions across the country, but 
the May 31-June 2 event near 
Mayflower is part of a fund-rais-
ing effort to expand the popular 
Boone Pond training area 
at Camp Robinson SUA. 

“The area has ex-
tremely high use at certain 
times of year,” said AGFC 
wildlife biologist Matt 
Mourot.  “Sometimes, 
there are dozens of people 
and retrievers using the 
area on a daily basis.” 

For the past two years, the 
Arkansas Game and Fish Com-
mission has been working with 

the Pin Oak Hunting Retriever 
Club and the Super Retriever 
Series to expand the highly 
popular retriever training 
area located off of Arkansas 
Highway 89 east of Mayflower. 
In 2012, the AGFC provided 
equipment and labor to clear 
an additional 25 acres adjacent 
to the existing training area. 
The retriever club has raised 
money and solicited in-kind 

donations of equipment and 
materials. 

“A few years ago, we began to 
see that there was a high demand, 
and we felt like we needed to 
add to it,” said Larry McMurry, 
a retriever trainer and member of 
the Pin Oak HRC. “People were 
pulling up and leaving because it 
was so crowded at times.” 

Working with Pin Oak HRC 
and other members of the state’s 
retriever training community, 
the AGFC originally developed 
the Boone Pond training area on 
Camp Robinson SUA in 2000. Use 
of the area skyrocketed over the 
next decade, including the use 
by the Super Retriever Series for 
nationally televised events. 

The AGFC and retriever train-
ing groups saw an opportunity 
to expand the area following a 
tornado that devastated timber 


