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News from the Enemy Camps & the Good Guys

NSSF STUDY: FIRST-
TIME GUN BUYERS
A study commissioned by the 

National Shooting Sports Foun-
dation reveals that first-time gun 
buyers are largely active in one or 
more shooting activities and that 
women are motivated to purchase 
their first firearm predominately 
for personal defense.

NSSF is the trade association 
for the firearms, ammunition, 
hunting and shooting sports in-
dustry.

The study, “NSSF Report: 
First-Time Gun Buyer,” was done 
to help determine the motivations 
for the first firearm purchase and 
how these firearms are being 
used. The online research was 
conducted in March -- April 2013 
and involved consumers aged 22 
to 65 who bought their first firearm 
during 2012. InfoManiacs Inc., 
conducted the research.

Key findings include . . . 
• The majority of first-time 

buyers (60.3 percent) tend to be 
active, using their gun once per 
month or more, with one in five 
reporting usage of once a week 
or more.

• Target shooting is by far 
the most popular shooting activ-
ity among first-time gun owners, 
with 84.3 percent of respondents 
saying they used their firearms 
for this purpose, followed by 
hunting (37.7 percent) and plink-
ing (27.4 percent). Practical pistol 
shooting (17.3 percent) and clay-
target shooting (14.6 percent) were 
shooting sports also enjoyed by 
first-time buyers.

• First-time gun owners who 
have participated in hunting (53.2 
percent), practical pistol shooting 
(46.3 percent), clay-target sports 
(44.0 percent) and gun collecting 
(42.4 percent) said they want to 
increase their participation in 
these activities.

The top-ranking factors driv-
ing first-time gun purchases are 
home defense (87.3 percent), self-
defense (76.5 percent) and the desire 
to share shooting activities with 
family and friends (73.2 percent). 
Women, in particular, are highly 
focused on personal defense and 
self-sufficiency.

Older first-time buyers--the 55 
to 65 age group--indicated concern 
that firearms may no longer be 
available to them was one of many 
reasons for their purchase.

Most first-time buyers pur-
chased their guns through local 
gun shops (43.6 percent) and mass 
retailers such as Walmart and Ca-
bela’s (33.6 percent). First-time gun 
buyers spent an average of $515 for 
their first gun and nearly as much 
as for accessories ($504). Nearly a 
quarter of first-time buyers bought 
at least one more firearm within the 
first year after their first purchase 
spending more, on average, on the 
later purchase.

This report is exclusive to NSSF 
members and can accessed by 
logging in at www.nssf.org/mem-
bers and selecting NSSF Industry 
Research. For additional informa-
tion pertaining to NSSF industry 
research please visit www.nssf.org/
research or contact NSSF Director 
Industry Research and Analysis Jim 
Curcuruto at jcucuruto@nssf.org.

U.S. REP SAM GRAVES 
(R-MO.) PRAISED 

FOR INTRODUCTION 
OF H.R. 2361, 

PROTECTING 
AMERICANS SECOND 
AMENDMENT RIGHTS

 The National Shooting Sports 
Foundation (NSSF), the trade as-
sociation for the firearms and am-
munition industry, today praised 
U.S. Rep. Sam Graves (R-Mo.) for 
his introduction of H.R. 2361, leg-
islation intended to prevent states 
and municipalities from enacting 
or raising taxes or fees on the pur-
chase of firearms or ammunition.

“Congressman Graves is to be 
commended for introducing a bill 
to prevent one of the latest tactics 
of anti-gun politicians, that is 
pricing firearms and ammunition 
out of reach of responsible, law-
abiding Americans through new 
taxes on the state or local level,” 
said Lawrence G. Keane, senior 
vice president and general coun-
sel, NSSF. “We believe that such 
taxes are unconstitutional and, in 
effect, amount to a poll tax on the 
Second Amendment. We endorse 
H.R. 2361.”

Cook County, Illinois enacted 
a $25 tax on new firearms pur-
chases earlier this year and had 
considered a tax on ammunition, 
as well. Legislators in several 
other states, including California, 
Maryland and New Jersey have 
introduced similar proposals.

H.R. 2361 is known as the Pro-
tecting Honest, Everyday Ameri-
cans from Senseless and Needless 
Taxes Act, or PHEASANT Act.


