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well-being” so prominently into 
our Bylaws, we are re-affirming 
our commitment and our respon-
sibility to ensure that every AKC 
dog can be a better dog and a 
quality pet. Our collective com-
mitment to protecting, preserv-
ing, and improving the dogs we 
breed is vital and strong.

While we continue our mis-
sion, we must address a cru-
cial issue: The fastest way to 
improve the lives of dogs is to 
connect knowledgeable puppy 
buyers with responsible breed-
ers who register with the AKC. 
Unfortunately, we know that is 
not always the case. Not every 
dog breeder shares the motto 
“Breed to Improve,” and not ev-
ery puppy buyer knows how to 
discern those that do from those 
that don’t.

It is imperative that we have 
a better informed, more knowl-
edgeable puppy buyer – par-
ticularly in regard to health and 
well-being. In the spirit affirmed 
by Nelson Mandela, educating 
puppy buyers is the most power-
ful weapon we can use to change 
the destiny of dogs. We are ag-
gressively committed to being 
at the forefront of that education.

And it is imperative that 
we have a way for responsible 
breeders to identify themselves 
and their litters. Certainly, our 
10,000–member Breeder of Merit 
program is one way for the pub-
lic to identify breeders who cer-
tify that applicable health screens 
are performed on their breeding 
stock as recommended by their 
breed’s Parent Club. However, 
not every responsible breeder 
meets all of the Breeder of Merit 
requirements around sport par-

ticipation. A manageable way 
of identifying all AKC breed-
ers who certify that applicable 
health screens were performed 
is a necessary goal in our desire 
to help buyers find healthy pup-
pies.

In light of the importance of 
improving the health and well-
being of all dogs, the Delegates 
acted wisely by writing the com-
mitment to both into the Objects 
of the AKC Bylaws. While this 
is a reaffirmation of our beliefs 
and actions for the last 100+ 
years, it shall be addressed with 
energy – much like Yul Brynner’s 
pronouncement from Cecil B. 
DeMille’s epic film The Ten Com-
mandments, “So let it be written; 
so let it be done.” 

Your comments and sugges-
tions are most welcome atk@
akc.org.

Sincerely,, Alan Kalter, Chair-
man

Highlights From The 
June 2013 AKC Delegate 

and Board Meetings 
Highlights from the June 

11-12, 2013 meetings of the AKC 
Delegates and AKC Board of 
Directors are as follows. Full de-
tails on these actions, as well as 
other actions taken, are included 
in the minutes for the meetings, 
which will be posted on the AKC 
website.

Delegate Meeting

• The Delegates approved 
an amendment to the Rules 
for Pointing Breed Field Trials 
to permit the Irish Setter Club 

of America to hold a Gun Dog 
Championship open to walking 
handlers only. 

• It was reported that AKC 
had retained the Edelman PR 
firm to assist in its public rela-
tions outreach and communica-
tions efforts.

Board Meeting

• The Board adopted a 
procedure for the selection of 
the Conformation Judges Review 
Committee. The committee is to 
consist of two Executive Field 
Representatives and three judges 
randomly selected from a Board-
approved pool of judges. The 
full details are in the June 2013 
minutes.

• The Board approved the 
creation of a new AKC Com-
munity Canine Testing Program 
which targets the pet-owning 
public. The program builds on 
the skills learned in the CGC pro-
gram. Effective October 1, 2013, 
dogs that pass the Community 
Canine test will receive the title 
of Community Canine (CMC).

• The Federacion Canina 
Dominicana (Dominican Re-
public) was added to the list of 
foreign registries with pedigrees 
acceptable for AKC registration.

• The National Owner 
Handled Series competition may 
be offered at any independent 
Conformation event (All-Breed, 
Group Specialty) beginning with 
the 2014 qualifying period (Octo-
ber 10, 2013).


