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News From The AKC

Chairman’s Report 
-- Making a Difference for 

Canine Health and Well-Being -

At the March Delegates 
meeting, Article III of the Amer-
ican Kennel Club Bylaws was 
amended to include the follow-
ing: “The objects of the Club 
shall be to advance canine health 
and well-being…” Someone un-
familiar with the AKC might see 
this as a beginning. In fact, noth-
ing could be further from the 
truth.  Instead, this amendment 
signals the commitment each 
of us has to the never-ending 
journey begun decades ago by 
our responsible breeders and 
breed Parent Clubs - a journey 
that is making a difference for 
dog health and well-being, but 
one that is not truly understood 
by the public.

Probably the most well-
known product of the journey is 
the AKC Canine Health Founda-
tion, which was instituted by the 
AKC in 1995 and is the largest 
funder of exclusively canine 
health research in the world 
today. Since its inception, the 
AKCCHF has funded almost 600 
grants, totaling nearly $30 mil-
lion – all addressing the health 
needs of dogs during their life-
time by focusing on all aspects 
of their physical, emotional and 
social well-being. What is not 
known by many people is that 
over 30 years ago the AKC was 
the first and the principle funder 
of the research that developed 
the vaccine for canine parvovi-

rus, thus saving thousands of 
puppies’ lives around the world.

There is no doubt that re-
sponsible breeders - in their 
efforts to protect, preserve, and 
improve their breeds with every 
litter - embrace the advances in 
health screening and tests. These 
breeders apply their understand-
ing of the science of genetics 
by utilizing the screening and 
testing protocols designed to 
aid in the selection of a sire and 
dam. Today there are a number 
of health registries that support 
breeders in that selection pro-
cess, including the Orthopedic 
Foundation for Animals (OFA) 
and the Canine Eye Registration 
Foundation (CERF). In addition, 
the AKCCHF and the OFA cre-
ated the Canine Health Infor-
mation Center (CHIC). Working 
with participating Parent Clubs, 
CHIC provides a centralized 
health database used as a re-
source for breeders of purebred 
dogs to research information on 
the health issues prevalent in 
specific breeds. 

The AKC recognizes our 
breeders’ motto of “Breed to 
Improve,” and offers significant 
information to help them achieve 
their ongoing quest. CHIC is but 
one of the many examples of 
available information and op-
portunities for advancing knowl-
edge for the AKC breeder. The 
AKC offers breeders information 
via the website and the quarterly 
AKC Breeder Newsletter - cover-
ing a wide range of topics of in-
terest to breeders. The AKCCHF 

hosts the National AKC Parent 
Club Canine Health Confer-
ence, affording dog breeders the 
opportunity to meet, learn, and 
share ideas with some of the 
most sought after researchers 
and experts in their fields. The 
latest addition to AKC programs 
helping breeders is the AKC 
Breeder-to-Breeder Workshop 
coming to the AKC/Eukanuba 
National Championship in Or-
lando this December. This will 
be a free workshop open to all 
AKC breeders. Pre-eminent ex-
pert AKC breeders will share the 
thinking behind their successful 
breeding programs in a learning 
experience that is sure to deliver 
“news you can use.”

The improvements we are 
seeing in the health of our dogs 
are a direct result of responsible 
breeders’ commitment to utiliz-
ing today’s science.

Our AKC Breed Parent Clubs 
are strongly committed to the 
journey of improving the health 
and well-being of their breeds 
through educational outreach 
and funding research studies. 
Virtually every Parent Club’s 
website includes a prominent 
health section supporting health 
awareness and education in their 
breed, identifying beneficial 
screening and testing protocols, 
and reporting on funded studies. 
In the aggregate, AKC Parent 
Clubs have contributed millions 
of dollars to fund research stud-
ies - many already yielding the 
science to change lives.

As George Bernard Shaw 
said, “We are made wise not 
by the recollection of our past, 
but by the responsibility for our 
future.” By adding “health and 


