
28
We are the largest read hunting/dog magazine

© Bird Dog & Retriever News, PO Box 120089, New Brighton, MN 55112  612-868-9169

June/July 2013                                                     Now in our Twenty Second year                                                www.Bdarn.com

ogy, a knowledgebase he plans on 
using to improve upland wildlife 
populations in Knox and surround-
ing counties. Bleuer graduated from 
Upper Iowa University with a B.S. 
in Conservation Management. 
Prior to joining Pheasants Forever, 
Bleuer worked for Nahant Marsh 
as a Conservation Crew Leader and 
the Fayette County Conservation 
Board. Brandon can be contacted at 
BBleuer@pheasantsforever.org or 
309-660-3147. 

Brandon Beltz‚ (Effingham 
Area) Effingham, Fayette, Cumber-
land, Jasper and Clay Counties‚ An 
Illinois farm bill wildlife biologist 
since 2010, Beltz transitions into 
his new position serving the Effing-
ham area. Prior to this transition, 
Beltz worked as a farm bill wildlife 
biologist in the Champaign area 
providing technical assistance and 
promoting conservation programs 
to private landowners alongside 
local USDA, Soil and Water Conser-
vation Districts, DNR employees, as 
well as local PF/QF chapters. Beltz 
can be contacted at BBeltz@pheas-
antsforever.org or 217-853-0801. 

Jason Bleich, (Champaign Area) 
Champaign, Vermilion, Ford, Iro-
quois and Douglas Counties‚ A new 
employee of Pheasants Forever, Ble-
ich transitions into Brandon Beltz‚ 
formerly held Champaign County 
Farm Bill wildlife biologist position. 
Bleich graduated from Southern Il-
linois University in 2010, where he 
majored in zoology with a minor in 
environmental studies. In addition, 
Bleich interned at the Cache River 
National Wildlife Refuge in Arkan-
sas, the Iowa DNR, the Illinois DNR, 
and the Missouri Cooperative Fish 
and Wildlife Research Unit. 

“Throughout my education, I 
participated in projects with organi-
zations and agencies such as Pheas-
ants Forever, Ducks Unlimited, the 
Clinton Lake Waterfowl Associa-
tion, and the Illinois Department of 
Natural Resources, says Bleich. My 

experiences and volunteer efforts 
have helped me realize my pas-
sion for working in private land 
conservation. I feel that it is equally 
important to recognize and improve 
the quality of existing habitat as 
well as encourage and promote 
the establishment of new habitat. 
Now is a vital time to educate and 
communicate with landowners and 
producers how modern agriculture 
practices and wildlife habitat can 
co-exist and benefit one another.” 

Prior to joining Pheasants For-
ever, Bleich worked for the Ford 
County Soil and Water Conserva-
tion District. Bleich can be contacted 
at JBleich@pheasantsforever.org or 
217-855-0496. 

Pheasants Forever and Quail 
Forever‚ fifth farm bill wildlife 
biologist, Brady Wooten, covers 
Wayne, Jefferson, Marion, Hamilton 
and White Counties. Wooten can be 
contacted at BWooten@pheasants-
forever.org or (217) 853-9621. 

Farm bill wildlife biologists 
are employees of, and supervised 
by PF, with daily instruction and 
leadership provided by Natural 
Resources Conservation Service 
(NRCS), and Illinois Department of 
Natural Resources (IDNR). Funding 
is provided by NRCS, the IDNR and 
local PF/QF Chapters. The farm bill 
wildlife biologist program began 
in 2003 with 4 positions and has 
grown to over 100 positions located 
throughout the country. 

Illinois is home to 43 Pheasants 
Forever chapters, 18 Quail Forever 
chapters and a combined 10,400 PF/
QF members. For more information 
on‚The Habitat Organization‚ in Il-
linois, please contact Aaron Kuehl at 
(217) 341-7171 / email Aaron. 

Pheasants Forever, including 
its quail conservation division, 
Quail Forever, is the nation’s largest 
nonprofit organization dedicated to 
upland habitat conservation. Pheas-
ants Forever and Quail Forever have 
more than 135,000 members and 

720 local chapters across the United 
States and Canada. Chapters are 
empowered to determine how 100 
percent of their locally raised con-
servation funds are spent, the only 
national conservation organization 
that operates through this truly 
grassroots structure. 

PF CHAPTER 
OFFERING CRP 

SIGNING BONUS
Payment between 50 and 70 dol-

lars per acre for eligible landowners
CRP has, by protecting highly-

erodible and other environmentally-
sensitive land, created immeasur-
able wildlife, soil, water and air 
quality benefits since 1985.

The Sheboygan/Manitowoc 
Pheasants Forever chapter is offer-
ing a signing bonus for landowners 
enrolling in the USDA Conserva-
tion Reserve Program (CRP) Gen-
eral Sign-up 45, which runs May 20 
through June 14. The chapter will 
pay landowners $50 an acre for up 
to 10 acres, and for those enrolling 
more than 10 acres, $75 per acre. 

“This is our way of helping get 
more grassland habitat for pheas-
ants and other wildlife in our area,” 
said Craig Lukasavitz, chapter pres-
ident. “Lack of grasslands is a major 
cause for low pheasant populations 
in our area, and we hope the bonus 
will get landowners who are on the 
fence about signing up for CRP to 
enroll in the program.” 

An active force in upland res-
toration, the chapter annually pro-
vides no-cost food plot seed to 
landowners who want to provide 
winter food plots for pheasants and 
other wildlife. The program is coor-
dinated by chapter volunteer Dan 
Renzelman who noted, “This year 
the chapter ordered 40 bags of corn, 
10 bags of soybean and 15 bags of 
sorghum, and all but one bag of corn 
and sorghum were given to coop-


