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year‚ wetland conditions were 
excellent across much of the PPR, 
resulting in a record breeding duck 
population of 48.6 million. 

Walker cautions that the sus-
tainability of today‚ healthy water-
fowl populations depends on in-
tact wetlands and secure grassland 
habitat for nesting in the future. 
“DU remains concerned about 
wetland drainage and the loss of 
native prairie and Conservation 
Reserve Program grassland that 
continues in the PPR,” he said. 

IMBD is an invitation to cel-
ebrate the birds arriving in your 
community and support migra-
tory bird conservation. The U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service website 
provides many ways people can 
celebrate International Migratory 
Bird Day. The site also has links to 
bird conservation plans. 

Ducks Unlimited Inc. is the 
world‚ largest non-profit orga-
nization dedicated to conserv-
ing North America’s continually 
disappearing waterfowl habitats. 
Established in 1937, Ducks Un-
limited has conserved more than 
13 million acres thanks to contri-
butions from more than a million 
supporters across the continent. 
Guided by science and dedicated 
to program efficiency, DU works 
toward the vision of wetlands 
sufficient to fill the skies with 
waterfowl today, tomorrow and 
forever. For more information on 
our work, visit www.ducks.org. 

PHEASANTS FOREVER 
ADDS THREE FARM 

BILL WILDLIFE 
BIOLOGISTS IN 

ILLINOIS ADDITION 
OF BIOLOGISTS 

REPRESENTS KEY 
COMPONENT TO 

CONTINUED UPLAND 
RESTORATION 

EFFORTS IN ILLINOIS
Illinois Pheasants Forever (PF) 

and Quail Forever (QF) recently 
hired three farm bill wildlife bi-
ologists (FBWB) in Illinois, bring-
ing the total number of wildlife 
biologists in the state to five. The 
biologist positions are a result of 
a partnership between Pheasants 
Forever and Quail Forever, the 
Natural Resources Conservation 
Service (NRCS) and the Illinois 
Department of Natural Resources 
with the intention of increasing 
wildlife and conservation aware-
ness in‚ The Land of Lincoln. 
“Illinois is second only to Iowa 
in expiring CRP contracts over 
the next year, says Aaron Kuehl, 
Pheasants Forever Illinois direc-
tor of conservation partnerships. 
“The expanded farm bill wildlife 
biologist partnership will help 
provide the necessary wildlife ex-
pertise and conservation technical 
assistance to private landowners 

to protect and expand upland 
habitat.” 

Pheasants Forever’s farm bill 
wildlife biologist program is de-
signed to educate farmers and 
landowners about the benefits of 
conservation programs, as well as 
assist those landowners after pro-
grams have been implemented. 
Farm bill wildlife biologists add 
wildlife technical assistance in 
USDA offices to assist the Natural 
Resources Conservation Service 
(NRCS), Farm Service Agency 
(FSA) and other conservation part-
ners with delivering conservation 
programs to landowners. 

Doug Gass‚ (Bloomington 
Area) - McLean, Dewitt, Liv-
ingston, Woodford and Tazewell 
Counties‚ Gass‚ experience in 
wildlife conservation and manage-
ment includes nearly ten years in 
agricultural and environmental 
fields with an emphasis on fire 
management, habitat restoration 
and outreach. Having participated 
in over sixty prescribed fires, con-
ducting outreach activities in a va-
riety of settings (most recently as a 
Peace Corps volunteer in Uganda) 
and carrying out a wide range of 
management activities in the Mid-
west and on the East Coast, Gass is 
a welcomed addition to the Illinois 
FBWB team and the state‚ restora-
tion efforts. Gass can be contacted 
at DGass@pheasantsforever.org or 
via phone at (309) 660-3971. 

“The farm bill wildlife biolo-
gist position is an ideal opportu-
nity to use my skill set of habitat 
management to benefit Illinois‚“ 
wildlife, and I am looking forward 
to once again calling the Midwest 
home, notes Gass. 

Brandon Bleuer‚ (Galesburg 
Area) Rock Island, Henry, Knox, 
Warren, and Mercer Counties‚ An 
Illinois native, Bleuer is‚familiar 
with the state‚ landscape and ecol-


