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News from the Non-profits

MINNESOTA 
NATIVE ELECTED TO 
DUCKS UNLIMITED 

NATIONAL BOARD OF 
DIRECTORS

David Flink, of Hutchinson, 
Minn., was elected to Ducks Un-
limited Inc.’s national board of 
directors during the organization’s 
annual convention held recently in 
Portland, Ore.

“The leadership of our board 
of directors ensures we are ful-
filling our mission to conserve, 
restore and manage wetlands 
and associated habitats for North 
America’s waterfowl,” said DU 
CEO Dale Hall. “Our board mem-
bers are not paid for their work; 
rather they volunteer their time 
and resources because they feel so 
strongly about conservation. I wel-
come each new member and look 
forward to working with them in 
the years to come.”

Flink brings a wide breadth of 
experience to his position on the 
board, having served in a number 
of state-level positions in Minne-
sota including that of state chair. 
Flink enjoys anything related to 
the outdoors, but is especially pas-
sionate about waterfowling and 
waterfowl conservation.

Flink grew upon the prairies of 
southern Minnesota and observed 
first hand the impact of wetlands 
drainage on the prairie landscape. 
Dave and his wife Shari reside on 
a shallow lake near Hutchinson. 
In 2006, Dave and Shari donated 
a 50-acre easement to DU’s Living 
Lakes Initiative. 

“I grew up in a family that 
valued volunteering and making a 
difference. Through my continued 
service, I hope future generations 
have the continued opportunity to 
experience the great traditions of 
waterfowling.”

For a complete list of DU’s vol-
unteer board of directors, please 
visit www.ducks.org.

DUCKS UNLIMITED 
JUST ONE OF 

MANY OUTDOOR 
ORGANIZATIONS 
OPPOSING AB-711

BANNING 
TRADITIONAL 
AMMUNITION 
WOULD KILL 

CONSERVATION 
FUNDING, JOBS AND 

ECONOMY
View the letter to California’s 

Senate Natural Resources Com-
mittee opposing AB 711

Ducks Unlimited is just one 
of dozens of conservation orga-
nizations opposing California 
Assembly Bill 711, legislation that 
would ban the use of traditional 
ammunition for hunting. 

The collective group, the Mule 
Deer Foundation, National Wild 

Turkey Federation, Boone and 
Crockett Club and Rocky Moun-
tain Elk Foundation, recently sub-
mitted a joint letter to California’s 
Senate Natural Resources Com-
mittee citing numerous reasons for 
defeating the bill: “AB711 would 
be devastating to the thousands 
of Californians that participate in 
hunting and recreational shoot-
ing, the firearms and ammuni-
tions industries as well as the 
vital conservation programs they 
fund. Shooting sports participants 
and manufacturers are the larg-
est financial supporters of wild-
life conservation throughout the 
United States, having contributed 
over $5.4 billion to habitat conser-
vation, recreational shooting and 
wildlife management through 
Pittman-Robertson excise tax pay-
ments since 1991.” 

The letter also noted “reduc-
tion in hunting opportunities 
would serve as a significant threat 
to the many economic benefits that 
sportsmen and women currently 
generate in California. For exam-
ple, in 2011, the 394,471 California 
hunters alone paid nearly $153.3 
million in state and local taxes and 
employed 20,640 people that paid 
more than $758 million in salaries 
and wages. Further, hunters were 
responsible for over $1.1 billion 
in retail sales, which had a multi-
plier effect of nearly $2.17 billion. 
AB711 would threaten all of these 
astounding totals to the severe 
detriment of the state’s economy.” 

From a conservation perspec-
tive, DU’s Western Region Direc-
tor Mark Biddlecomb says AB 711 
would also have a critical impact 
on funding. 

“The ban on the use of lead 
ammunition is one waterfowl-
ers addressed many years ago; 
we haven’t used lead shot since 
the 1990s,” he said. “But AB 711 


