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After downing a limit of 
doves last Saturday at your 
family’s traditional opening 
day dove hunt, you feel con-
fident you’ll get another limit 
this coming weekend. 

After setting up in a favor-
ite spot near a dead tree in the 
early afternoon, you wait for 
groups of doves to come into 
the field. Instead, a swift gray 
bird comes in from behind at a 
45-degree angle. You raise your 
barrel, swing and fire, not puff-
ing a single feather on the dove 
that quickly swerves away, out 
of danger. 

After an hour of firing three 
shots and missing every bird, 
you wonder if you accidentally 
bent the barrel of your shot-
gun. You couldn’t miss a bird 
on opening day and now you 
cannot hit one to save your life. 

Those slow, naive doves 
of opening weekend are gone 
until September 1, 2013. Af-
ter opening weekend, doves 
smarten up. The birds that flew 
close to your spot on opening 
day are now flashes of rosy 
grey, coming in high and fast to 
the field. Trying to hit hunted, 
smart doves are some of the 
hardest shots in wingshooting, 
but also the most rewarding. 

Many dove hunters simply 

react to doves entering a field 
and give little thought to how 
they swing a shotgun. They just 
aim and shoot. 

You can hit the easy birds 
on opening day with this ap-
proach, but you must learn 
the proper tech-
niques of swing-
ing a shotgun to 
connect on the 
h a rd e s t  d o v e 
shots or water-
fowl. Two main 
methods domi-
nate  shotgun-
ning: the swing-
through and the 
sustained lead. 

“ I ’ v e  s h o t 
thousands of shells and hit 
many birds and I use the swing-
through method,” said Rocky 
Pritchert, migratory bird coor-
dinator for the Kentucky De-
partment of Fish and Wildlife 
Resources. “I swing the barrel, 
blot out the bird and pull the 
trigger.” 

Pritchert said this method 
automatically establishes lead, 
no matter the speed of the 
bird. “The gun speed com-
pensates for the lead in the 
swing-through method,” he 
explained. “You move the bar-

rel at the speed of the bird for 
an automatic adjustment.” 

An aid in remembering the 
sequence for the swing-through 
method is “butt, belly, beak, 
bang.” 

The sustained lead method 
works well for many shooters. 
In the swing-through method, 
it is really easy for a shooter to 
stop swinging the shotgun once 
they hear the shot and feel the 
recoil. They will miss the bird 
behind. 

“Think of your sight as a 
paint brush,” said James Cha-
ras, of Lexington, an excellent 
wing shooter. “Swing through 
and paint across the bird as you 
pull the trigger. This will ensure 
good follow through because 
you are thinking about mov-
ing the barrel as you pull the 
trigger.” 

With the sustained lead, 
you start the barrel out in front 
of the bird and keep swinging. 
Imagine the bird smoking a 
long cigar and you are trying 
to shoot the ash off it. 
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