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family - yes, but in his proper 
place. A dog is a pack animal 
by nature; he is either the pack 
leader or just a member of the 
pack finding his own place in 
the pecking order. Within the 
family, he can only be a member 
of the pack, and his place in the 
pecking order must be below 
the other members of the fam-
ily. Brought up correctly, treated 
fairly, with consideration and 
encouraged to enjoy his life, 
he will understand his place in 
the community, just as nature 
intended.

Although the dog 
owner must be the 
pack leader, the rela-
tionship can be treated 
more as a partnership, 
with the dog as the 
junior and the human 
as the senior member 
of the partnership. It 
must be recognized 
that dogs know their 
owners better than 
owners know their 
dogs, or themselves. 

Dogs seem to be capable of 
analyzing all our strengths 
and weaknesses; they have 
much more time than we have 
to carry out this analysis very 
successfully.

The true loyalty of a dog to 
his owner has got to be earned. 
The goodwill, which is built up 
between dog and owner, can 
be likened to a bank balance, 
with the dog’s loyalty being 
measured in a similar manner 
to that of a bank manager to a 
client. A bank manager’s loy-
alty is built on confidence and 
any overdraft is granted on his 
assessment of the client’s ability 
to honor his debts. The expec-
tation of loyalty from a dog is 
based on ‘goodwill as the cur-

rency the dog understands’. 
To go too deep into debt with 
a dog, without him feeling that 
the situation will improve, will 
certainly damage any loyalty 
already built up and do great 
harm to the partnership.

It should be recognized 
that the dog is never at fault. 
He is a product of man’s ef-
fect on breeding, on the dog’s 
upbringing, also subsequent 
conditioning and training, 
The dog is the result of the 
owner’s choice, the environ-
ment in which he has lived 
and on the owner’s approach 
to his environment. The owner 
must accept full responsibility 
for any of his failings.
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