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Confidence without the 
signs of arrogance will always 
have a better chance of bring-
ing out the right approach, but 
that confidence must never 
blind an owner to mistakes that 
might occur somewhere within 
a training program. This is es-
pecially so when an owner is 
prepared to accept any training 
hiccups or the performances 
are not the fault of the dog. An 
owner must always look closer 
to home for the causes of any 
deficiency.

Patience
Patience to build up and 

consolidate at each stage of 
training is important. Owners, 
when reaching a specific stage 
in training, often feel that they 
should immediately be taken 
on to the next stage. There are 
circumstances when this may 
have no adverse effect, but a 
period, albeit a short one, of 
consolidation will certainly 
benefit the stages of progres-
sion that are to follow.

This period of consolida-
tion not only gives the dog the 
opportunity to become accus-
tomed to his new learning but 
also allows the owner to bring 
in variations, such as distrac-
tions, to help create versatility 
and the maintenance of canine 
attention.

When problems or the like-
lihood of them come to the 
surface, patience should again 
be applied to work out the root 
of the predicament rather than 
trying to use a ‘quick fix’ to 
achieve progress.

Patience with a dog that 
is slower than expected is a 
virtue, but should not be over-
done if it is felt that the dog is 
taking advantage of situations. 
Although it is never a good 
policy for an owner to lose his 
temper with his dog I have, on 
occasions, found it necessary to 
ask an owner having a difficult 
time, to pretend he has run out 
of patience and apply this loss 
in a controlled manner. There 
is no such thing as a controlled 
situation when a person does 
run completely out of patience 
(loss of temper). He may regret 
his actions, but his dog’s confi-
dence will also have suffered 
badly.

Dogs are always capable of 
finding a weakness in the ar-
mory of their owners, especially 
when patience is not suitably 
balanced.

Organize
The ability to plan a se-

quence of training situations 
or the application of techniques 
will be very beneficial. It is 
always easier to remember or 
see from the records what and 
how things have been done 
in the past. The planning and 
execution of intermediate train-
ing targets will certainly help to 
maintain an organized mind.

Motivation
An owner should always 

have a reason for wanting to 
train his dog. It may be to pre-
vent problems or to cure them, 
to ensure that he brings up a 
well-behaved dog, or for the en-
joyment of an educated partner-
ship. Some owners may decide 

from the start that their goal is 
to progress into advanced work 
for a more professional or com-
petitive basis. There are also 
occasions when basic control 
training can be combined with 
the introductory elements of 
advanced work.

Having an objective and 
seeing satisfactory results en-
courages motivation and leads 
to an enthusiastic outlook.

Sympathy
An ounce of sympathy from 

an owner under the right condi-
tions can be a sign of consider-
ate handling. However, sympa-
thy at the wrong time can give 
the dog the impression that he 
can play on the softer feelings 
of his owner.

Humor
All activities in life benefit 

from a sense of humor and dog 
training is no different, so long 
as this sense of humor is never 
at the expense of the dog.

A happy and smiling face 
coming from his owner is all 
that many dogs need to put 
them in the right frame of mind.

It should be recognized that 
each of these particular skills 
and abilities are interrelated 
and a deficiency in one can ne-
gate the value of many others.

The partnership 
(To help complete this part 

of the picture.) To enjoy a dog’s 
company to the full he must 
be well behaved, have a bit 
of spirit - yes, to enjoy his life 
under his master’s roof - yes, to 
be considered a member of the 


