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Buy The Book

Adaptability
With such a wide variation from dog 

to dog and from owner to owner a precise  
and preconceived approach to training 
is not practical. Programs and targets 
certainly have their place and are of great 
value, but the time scale for progress is 
more of an individual assessment.

Some dogs have an inherited aptitude 
to certain aspects of training and some 
dogs can have virtually none in others. 
Some are very early in maturing and will 
advance quickly, while with other aspects 
of training, a very slow and painstaking 
approach will be required to achieve 
progress.

Being prepared to make changes in 
an approach to training is important, not 
necessarily to change the program but 
a small change in a technique can be as 
effective as aborting one approach for 
another. There are occasions when golden 
rules have to be broken (or temporarily 
suspended) to achieve realistic progress.

Long-term interests may have to 
be reconsidered to ensure that a block 
on progress has been overcome. Some 
dogs will flourish when training covers 
a narrow band of exercises where others 
would be bored. The same can be said for 
owners. It is generally found that it is the 
bored owners who finish up with bored 
dogs. Although a solid foundation in the 

exercises being trained is essential there are times 
when working for that foundation is the excuse to 
look for perfection in the shortest possible time.

The ability to apply adaptability comes with expe-
rience and it is often the adaptability of a fertile mind 
that comes to the rescue. Nothing (except cruelty) 
should be ruled out when considering changes to 
achieve success.

Confidence
An air of confidence combined with the ability to 

apply the various skills and abilities can only help to 
give a dog the confidence that he can achieve success 
with reliability.

Thanks to Swan Hill Press we offer you 
an excerpt from Dog Training and Behavior 
By John Cree, copyrights 2006

Since you can’t tell a book from its cover 
we offer you four pages from this book to 
decide if you want to do buy the book!

Understanding 
Owners
By John Cree


