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Nebraska
Teal WMa Closed to 

Target shooting
 Teal Wildlife Manage-

ment Area (WMA) in Lan-
caster County is closed to target 
shooting, effective immediately, 
because of safety concerns, ac-
cording to the Nebraska Game 
and Parks Commission.

“With the area being rela-
tively small and the proximity 
of neighboring buildings, the 
area really has no safe place to 
shoot,” said Pat Molini, Game 
and Parks’ southeast district 
wildlife manager.

Consult the current Ne-
braska Hunting Guide for a 
list of WMAs closed to target 
shooting. “Target shooters on 
WMAs should choose safe 
areas to shoot, with adequate 
backstops,” Molini said. “Be 
aware of your target and what’s 
beyond it, and please leave 
nothing but your tracks.”

Nebraska Youth 
Conservation Program 

begins in June
A new program to teach life 

skills and introduce natural re-
sources to at-risk young people 
across Nebraska will begin in 
June, according to the Nebraska 
Game and Parks Commission.

In the Nebraska Youth Con-
servation Program, youth ages 
16-20 years will be selected 
to complete work on projects 
within the park and wild-
life management areas. They 
will be provided with outdoor 
educational opportunities to 

enhance their experience.
The program, which will 

run from June 25 through Aug. 
3, was created with the passage 
of LB 549 in 2011, identifying 
Game and Parks as the agency 
to administer the program. The 
bill was introduced by state 
Sen. Brenda Council of Omaha.

The program is partnering 
with the Nebraska Department 
of Labor to recruit participants 
and crew leaders. Those inter-
ested should apply at http://
neworks.nebraska.gov. The 
application deadline is Friday, 
April 27. Participants and crew 
leaders will be employed by 
Game and Parks.

Eligible participants must 
be unemployed Nebraska resi-
dents and meet at least one of 
the following criteria:

— Be at risk of dropping out 
of school.

— Come from a low-income 
family.

— Must have been impacted 
directly by substance or physi-
cal abuse.

— Must have had negative 
contact with law enforcement.

There will be 16 crews across 
Nebraska, each having 10 youth 
and two crew leaders. There 
will be six crews from Omaha, 
two from Lincoln and one each 
from Norfolk, Grand Island, 
Lexington, McCook, North 
Platte, Valentine, Ogallala and 
Scottsbluff.

Each crew will have a facil-
ity maintenance leader teaching 
the youth the skills to complete 
the projects, as well as a coun-
selor.

Work projects will include 
building picnic shelters, vault 
toilets and playgrounds. They 
also will work on campground 
electrical projects, shoreline res-
toration, fishing access, repairs 
to docks, painting, landscaping, 
fencing, trash removal, trail 
development and maintenance, 
and aquatic habitat.

NeW MexiCo
Prairie CHiCkeN 
FesTiVaL PosTer 

CoNTesT WiNNers 
seLeCTeD

Digital artist Megan Bry-
ant’s striking image of a boom-
ing lesser prairie chicken was 
selected as the winner of the 
2012 High Plains Lesser Prairie 
Chicken Festival poster contest.

Bryant, a student at East-
ern New Mexico University in 
Portales, was among about 25 
artists who entered this year’s 
adult category of the contest. As 
the overall winner, she will re-
ceive $300 and her artwork will 
be reproduced as the annual 
poster for the festival, which 
will be April 20-23 this year in 
Milnesand.

Gabrielle Gaderborg, 11, of 
Albuquerque, won the category 
for grades K-6 with her color-
ful pastel of a booming prairie 
chicken. Raul Barriga-Perez 
of Clovis won the grades 7-12 
category with a remarkably de-
tailed pencil drawing of a male 
prairie chicken. Both youth 
winners will receive $50 prizes.

Sponsored by the New Mex-
ico Department of Game and 

Fish, The Nature Conservancy, 
the Milnesand community and 
other partners, the High Plains 
Prairie Chicken Festival cele-
brates the lesser prairie chicken 
and the Llano Estacado (staked 
plains) of eastern New Mexico. 
Festival participants see prairie 
chickens perform their colorful 
early morning courtship danc-
es, learn about the cultural and 
natural history of the southern 
Great Plains, take dailybirding 
tours, and enjoy good food and 
western hospitality.

This year ’s 11th annual 
festival is sold out. The festival 
is limited to 100 participants 
because of the sensitivity of the 
lesser prairie chickens during-
breeding season. Those inter-
ested in attending next year’s 
festival can find information 
by e-mailing chickenfestival@
yahoo.com

NeVaDa
sHooTiNG raNGe 

GraNT FUNDs 
aVaiLabLe

The Nevada Department 
of Wildlife (NDOW) like most 
state wildlife agencies receives 
the bulk of its funding through 
user fees (hunting and fishing 
licenses, big game tags, etc.) 
and excise taxes on shooting, ar-
chery, angling and recreational 
boating equipment collected by 
the federal government under 
the Pittman-Robertson (PR) and 
Dingell-Johnson (DJ) Acts. In 
turn, NDOW wants to return 
some of those tax revenues 
to Nevada through shooting 
range grants and is seeking 
worthy projects to do just that.

Any individual or organi-
zation with a shooting range 
project proposal is encouraged 
to apply, but of course all grants 
come with some basic quali-
fications and stipulations and 
shooting range grant funds are 
no exception.

The range must be open to 
the public for free or a reason-
able charge. If fees are charged 
the proceeds must go to main-
taining or improving range 
facilities.

A local government en-
tity (city, county, township, 
etc.) must be willing to accept 
the funds, agree to oversee 
the project and sign a long-
term agreement ensuring facil-
ity availability, operations and 
maintenance.

25 percent match must be 
provided. The match can come 
in many forms including cash, 
donated goods and/or services 
and volunteer time.

PR excise tax revenue is 
returned to the states via the 
US Fish and Wildlife Service’s    
Federal Assistance Program, 
with a portion of the funds ear-
marked specifically for Hunter 
Education or shooting range 
development and enhance-
ment. These funds are allocated 
though a formula which takes 
into account the state’s popula-
tion, number of licensed hunt-
ers and land mass, which in 
Nevada’s case translates into 
$80,000 that is available on an 
annual basis.

In the past, NDOW range 
grant funds have been used to 
help support the Clark County 
Shooting Park, Washoe County 

Regional Archery Facility and 
shooting ranges in Douglas, 
Elko, Humboldt counties and 
many others across the state. 
These ranges have helped meet 
the need for local shooting fa-
cilities and NDOW is always on 
the lookout for other projects.

“NDOW’s number one pri-
ority when it comes to shooting 
ranges is to have an adequate 
number of facilities that provide 
safe, convenient, affordable 
places for the public to shoot,” 
said John McKay, NDOW out-
door education coordinator. 
“A lot of traditional shooting 
areas have been closed due to 
development, environmental 
degradation and other safety 
concerns. As a result, many 
communities lack the shooting 
ranges necessary for the general 
public to practice safe recre-
ational shooting and NDOW 
wants to support projects that 
provide places to shoot.”

http://www.ndow.org/
a b o u t / n e w s / p r / 2 0 1 2 /
April/2012_Shooting_Range_
Grant_Cost_Share_Applica-
tion2.doc

PeNNsYLVaNia
CNr to begin 
implementing 

recommendations of 
Task Force on Target 
range in Michaux 

state Forest in Franklin 
County

 DCNR to Begin Implement-
ing Recommendations of Task 
Force on Target Range in Mi-
chaux State Forest in Franklin 
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County Department of Conser-
vation and Natural Resources 
Secretary Richard Allan today 
announced that the department 
will move forward on the rec-
ommendations of a task force 
of stakeholders to improve and 
reopen for a three-year period 
a public shooting range on the 
Michaux State Forest in Frank-
lin County. 

The  range ,  or ig ina l ly 
opened in 2003, was closed in 
June 2010 due to maintenance 
issues; a need to develop base-
line measures of lead and other 
contaminants associated with 
small arms; and ongoing mis-
use and vandalism at the site. 

“DCNR is responsible for 
managing our state forest for 
multiple uses and values that 
sometimes conflict. There’s 
often a challenge with a high 
impact activity such as shoot-
ing sports and the many other 
forest user groups,” Allan said. 
“We work to provide a bridge-
building role in these situations 
which was the reason for the 
task force and public process.” 

The site of the closed range 
is a former borrow pit and was 
already used as a range for 
several years, making it more 
attractive than an undisturbed 
remote area of the forest. 

There will be a number of 
improvements made to the 
site, and management policies 
and procedures put in place, 
including: 

 _A fence with lockable 
gates; 

 _Limiting range hours to 
avoid early morning and late 
evening hours and splitting 

the week roughly in half be-
tween open and closed days 
(for example either Saturday or 
Sunday each weekend, and 2.5 
days during the week); 

 _A site monitoring and mit-
igation plant will be developed 
for contaminants commonly 
associated with target ranges; 

 _A surrounding berm on 
both the handgun and rifle 
range that will deflect the noise 
straight up around the range 
area; and 

 _One non-use weekend 
day every month to facilitate 
volunteer cleanup and mainte-
nance efforts to meet outlined 
standards. 

“During the three year pe-
riod, we will collect good, hard 
data to determine if operation 
of the range is sustainable, and 
then we’ll make a permanent 
decision about the future of the 
range,” Allan said. 

Allan added that the task 
force will be expanded to in-
volve local academic and other 
experts to develop contaminant 
protocols and the site manage-
ment plan to protect visitor 
safety, wildlife and prevent 
ground and surface water con-
tamination. 

“The development of the 
plan and a number of other 
management issues need to 
be put in place, as well as site 
improvements, before the range 
will actually be open again, 
making timing difficult to pre-
dict,” Allan said. 

He noted the most opti-
mistic scenario for re-opening 
would be fall 2012. 

“The proposal to reopen the 
shooting range is in keeping 
with our mission to manage 
the forests in a way that makes 
them accessible to the public; 
balances the needs of various 
stakeholders including hunters 
and shooting sports enthusi-
asts; and continues to protect 
and sustain the forest for future 
generations,” Allan said. 

Michaux State Forest en-
compasses more than 85,000 
acres in the South Mountain 
area of Cumberland, Franklin 
and Adams counties. Consid-
ered Pennsylvania’s “cradle of 
forestry,” Michaux is the site 
of first forestry school, Mont 
Alto. The forest is named for 
the French botanist, Andre 
Michaux, who discovered and 
named many plants in the 18th 
century. 

For more information about 
the Michaux State Forest, go 
to www.dcnr.state.pa.us and 
choose “Find a Forest.” 

Media contact: Christina 
Novak, 717-772-9101

 DCNr announces 
Major expansion of 

ibberson Conservation 
area 

Harrisburg – Department 
of Conservation and Natural 
Resources Secretary Richard 
Allan today announced that 
433 woodland acres currently 
known as the Alpha Tree Farm 
will be added to the Joseph E. 
Ibberson Conservation Area in 
Dauphin County as the result 
of a generous donation by Mr. 
Ibbersons estate. 

The original 350 acres of the 
conservation area were donated 
to DCNR by Ibberson, a former 
state employee, in 1998. He 
died last year. 

“Mr. Ibberson was fondly 
known for his forest conser-
vation and philanthropy, and 
we are thrilled to receive this 
land as a gift to the citizens of 
Pennsylvania „to be held in the 
public trust, with minimal de-
velopment, as was his desire,” 
Allan said. 

The original Ibberson Con-
servation Area contains cen-
turies-old timber stands. The 
Alpha Tree Farm, which is sepa-
rate from the original area and 
will be known as the “western” 
portion, is located on the north 
slope of Peters Mountain in 
Halifax, Dauphin County. 

“It’s amazing that a mod-
estly-paid employee of DCNR 
could contribute so much to the 
forestry profession and to the 
people of Pennsylvania,” said 
Dr. Henry Gerhold, co-executor 
of the Ibberson estate. “Besides 
giving the properties which he 
loved dearly, he made substan-
tial gifts to support the educa-
tion of the next generation of 
foresters.” 

“We had the pleasure of 
working with this fellow Penn 
Stater over much of his produc-
tive career, and we recognize 
Ibberson’s gift to the common-
wealth as an intrinsic measure 
of this gentleman’s profession, 
his love of forests and his de-
sire to share this particular 
gem with his fellow citizens of 
Pennsylvania. Long may his 
virtues live and contribute to 

the lives of others,” co-executor 
Dr. Charles Strauss said. 

DCNR intends to improve 
the current public access area 
on the farm and will work to 
add connecting trails to the 
nearby Appalachian Trail. 

After graduation from Yale 
in 1948, Ibberson was recruited 
and hired by the Department 
of Forests and Waters, Bureau 
of Forestry, to develop the 
first forest management plans 
for the then 2-million acres of 
Pennsylvania state forest land. 

By 1955, all of the forests 
were mapped and had man-
agement plans. Ibberson then 
created the Division of Forests 
Advisory Services which fur-
ther expanded the management 
plans and targeted the preser-
vation of endangered species 
and wetlands. 

From this work grew the 
Division of Forest Pest Man-
agement, which became a rec-
ognized leader in rearing and 
releasing predators and para-
sites to effectively control forest 
pests. 

Ibberson was instrumental 
in establishing the service for-
ester program and now there 
are foresters in many counties 
to aid private citizens in manag-
ing their forested land. 

Beginning in 1962, Ibberson 
began buying land in Dauphin 
County to create a tree farm 
on which he practiced various 
forms of forest management. In 
1977, he retired as the chief of 
the Division of Forestry Advi-
sory Services for the Pennsyl-
vania Department of Forest and 

Waters, now known as DCNR, 
but continued to actively tree 
farm his own property and 
serve as a forestry consultant. 

Mr. Ibberson passed away 
on April 23, 2011. 

Conservation areas are man-
aged in the state park system, 
but differ slightly as they are 
donated and protected as open 
space for passive recreation, 
with no through roads. 

For more information about 
the Joseph E. Ibberson Conser-
vation Area, go to www.dcnr.
state.pa.us and choose “Find 
a Park.” 

Media contact: Christina 
Novak, 717-772-9101 

soUTH DakoTa
Warm Weather allows 

Facilities to open at 
state Parks

The unseasonably warm 
spring is keeping state park 
campgrounds in South Dakota 
busier than normal and has 
allowed showers and flush toi-
lets to be operational ahead of 
schedule to meet the demand.

“When the weather cooper-
ates, spring is a great time to 
camp at state parks,” said State 
Parks and Recreation Director 
Doug Hofer. “There are plenty 
of campsites available, and no 
reservations are needed.”

At least one shower house 
is open in each of the following 
parks:

Angostura Recreation Area 
near Hot Springs 
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Big Sioux Recreation Area 
near Brandon 

Buryanek Recreation Area 
near Platte 

Custer State Park near 
Custer 

Chief White Crane Recre-
ation Area near Yankton 

Cow Creek Recreation Area 
north of Pierre 

Lake Louise Recreation 
Area near Miller 

Lake Poinsett Recreation 
Area near Arlington 

Lake Vermillion Recreation 
Area near Canistota 

Lewis and Clark Recreation 
Area near Yankton 

Newton Hills State Park 
near Canton 

Oakwood Lakes State Park 
near Bruce 

Palisades State Park near 
Garretson 

Pickerel Lake Recreation 
area near Waubay 

Pierson Ranch Recreation 
Area near Yankton 

Shadehill Recreation Area 
near Lemmon 

Snake Creek Recreation 
Area near Platte 

West Bend Recreation Area 
east of Pierre 

West Whitlock Recreation 
Area near Gettysburg

Camping is available on a 
first-come, first-served basis 
until May 18, when sites can be 
reserved. Camping reservations 
can be made online 90 days pri-
or to arrival at www.campsd.
com or by calling 1-800-710-
2267.-GFP-

state Park becoming an 
outdoor Family Weekend 
Taking registrations

Lake Vermillion Recreation 
Area near Canistota will host 
the Becoming an Outdoor Fam-
ily weekend June 22-24.

The event is designed for 
beginning camping families, 
families that would like to try 
new outdoor activities, and 
those who enjoy the company 
of like-minded families.

“Becoming an Outdoor 
Family is a great opportunity 
to try different activities, learn 
new skills, and spend a week-
end outdoors with your fam-
ily,” said Emilie Miller, program 
specialist for South Dakota state 
parks. “It’s also a great oppor-
tunity to meet other families 
with similar interests.”

Workshop fees are $50 per 
family. The fee includes instruc-
tion in all sessions, program 
materials, equipment use dur-
ing the workshop, and an elec-
tric campsite for two nights. A 
campsite reservation will be 
made for participating families.

A park entrance license is 
required to enter the park and 
is not included in the registra-
tion fee.

Session choices include ar-
chery, kayaking, Dutch-oven 
cooking, outdoor photography, 
shooting sports, animal ID, GPS 
and geocaching, and fishing. 
All ages are welcome to take 
part.

To register your family for 
Becoming an Outdoor Family, 
fill out a registration form and 
mail the form and payment to: 

South Dakota Department of 
Game, Fish and Parks, Becom-
ing an Outdoor Family, 523 E. 
Capitol Avenue, Pierre, SDÂ   
57501. Registration forms are 
available online at http://gfp.
sd.gov/outdoor-learning/BOF.
aspx or by calling 605-773-3391. 
-GFP- 

south Dakota GFP 
Division of Wildlife 
Honors employees
The South Dakota Game, 

Fish and Parks Division of 
Wildlife has honored two of its 
employees for their service, as 
well as special recognition to 
staff for their efforts providing 
assistance during major flood-
ing in 2011.

Nick Cochran, a conser-
vation officer based out of 
Aberdeen, was presented the 
Division’s Exemplary Public 
Service Award.

Besides his regular respon-
sibilities, Cochran has provided 
additional support to the com-
munity and several groups 
within the community. His 
public service includes: Hunt-
SAFE and Bowhunter Educa-
tion classes, Boy Scouts and 
Girl Scouts, Camp Dream (part 
of the Dream Makers Founda-
tion for special needs children), 
Blessings of the Night (an inte-
gration of faith and hunting), 
National Night Out (a crime 
and drug prevention event), 
and work with the Lions Club, 
Kiwanis and Aberdeen Cham-
ber of Commerce.

The Division of Wildlife 
Distinguished Achievement 

Award was presented to Scott 
Mikkelson, a 23-year GFP em-
ployee who serves as a wildlife 
crime investigator.

Mikkelson helped evolve 
the wildlife investigator posi-
tion for GFP as an integral 
segment of the agency’s law 
enforcement program special-
izing in undercover work. He 
was recognized for team-build-
ing skills that forged working 
relationships with GFP staff 
throughout the western half of 
the state as well as investigators 
in other states, federal officials, 
and prosecutors.

The Division Excellence in 
Teamwork Award is usually 
given to a specific group of 
employees whose coordinated 
efforts accomplish certain proj-
ects. It was deemed that this 
description fit all staff who 
were part of the 2011 Wildlife 
Division Missouri River Flood 
Response Team.

“The Division of Wild-
life mission motto is ‘Serving 
People, Managing Wildlife,’” 
Division Director Tony Leif 
said. “There is a reason why 
we put ‘Serving People’ first 
in that statement. We put a 
high priority on working with 
South Dakotans to manage our 
natural resources. I believe the 
valiant effort on the part of our 
staff during last year’s flooding 
exemplifies our commitment to 
serving the people of our state.”

More than 23,400 hours 
were expended to provide relief 
and support during the flood-
ing. About 80 GFP staffers par-
ticipated in flood-prevention 
and relief efforts in the Pierre/

Fort Pierre area, and more than 
50 staffers did likewise in the 
Dakota Dunes area.

Response efforts by Wildlife 
Division employees included: 
staffing at the State Emergency 
Operations Center; transport-
ing sandbags, pumps, vehicles, 
boats and other flood-related 
materials; signage, inspection 
and security for levees; wildlife 
control on levees; search and 
rescue teams; assist local home-
owners in dealing with fish kill 
and disposal issues; and coordi-
nating water closures with the 
Governor’s Office.  

south Dakota GFP 
Commission Finalizes 

Waterfowl seasons
The South Dakota Game, 

Fish and Parks Commission has 
finalized 2012 license structure 
details for nonresident water-
fowl, tundra swan, and special 
Canada goose hunting seasons, 
with the same structure as 2011.

Hunting dates for most of 
those waterfowl seasons will 
not be finalized until early Au-
gust, and will be based on the 
season framework provided 
by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service.

The maximum number of 
nonresident waterfowl licenses 
available by lottery drawing 
will be 4,000 special nonresident 
waterfowl licenses, 2,000 early 
fall Canada goose temporary 
nonresident licenses, 2,000 fall 
three-day temporary nonresi-
dent waterfowl licenses, and 
10,000 spring snow goose tem-
porary nonresident licenses.

The tundra swan season will 
open Oct. 1 and run through 
the conclusion of the fall light 
goose season. There will be 
1,100 resident licenses and 200 
nonresident licenses available 
to individuals who are licensed 
to hunt waterfowl.

The tundra swan season will 
be open in east of the Missouri 
River except Charles Mix, Bon 
Homme, Yankton, Clay, Union, 
Lincoln, Turner, Hutchinson 
and Douglas counties.

Bennett County will have 
a Canada goose season avail-
able by special permit only, 
open Oct. 20 through Dec. 23. 
There will be 800 three-tag 
licenses available to South Da-
kota residents. In addition, 25 
nonresident two-tag licenses 
will be available as part of the 
nonresident waterfowl license 
quota.

The application process for 
those licenses will open by mid 
June. The application dead-
line for the lottery drawing of 
licenses will be July 6 for non-
resident waterfowl licenses and 
Bennett County goose licenses, 
and Aug. 10 for tundra swan 
licenses.

TeNNessee
May 14 Deadline 

approaching to submit 
Comments on 2012-
13 Hunting seasons’ 

Proposals
The comment period for 

submitting comments con-
cerning the Tennessee Wildlife 
Resources Agency 2012-13 
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hunting seasons’ regulations 
proposals is coming to a close. 
The comment period will be 
open until May 14.

TWRA staff made its pro-
posals during the April meet-
ing of the Tennessee Wildlife 
Resources Commission. (To 
see the April TWRC meeting 
release and the proposals, click 
here.)

Public comments will be 
considered by TWRAs Wildlife 
Division staff and may be pre-
sented as proposals for regula-
tion changes.  Comments may 
be submitted by mail to: 2012-
13 Hunting Season Comments, 
TWRA, Wildlife Management 
Division, P.O. 40747, Nash-
ville, TN 37204 or emailed to 
twra.comment@tn.gov.  Please 
include Hunting Season Com-
ments on the subject line of 
emailed submissions.

The 2012-13 hunting sea-
sons will be set during the 
TWRC’s May 17-18 meeting to 
be held in Nashville.

2012-13 Hunting seasons 
Preview Presented at 
april TWrC Meeting

 The Tennessee Wildlife 
Resources Agency made its 
2012-13 hunting seasons recom-
mendations at the April meet-
ing of the Tennessee Wildlife 
Resources Commission with 
a few changes to the current 
regulations.

  TWRA Wildlife and For-
estry Division Chief Daryl Rata-
jczak and members of his staff 
made presentations to TWRC 
members. (Attached below at 

the end of the release are pdfs of 
the five proclamations that the 
TWRA is proposing to change. 
Changes are out-lined in red).

In regard to white-tailed 
deer hunting, the TWRA is pro-
posing to increase the antlerless 
archery season bag limit in Unit 
B to four deer per season. Also, 
allow Unit B counties the entire 
14-day muzzleloader season to 
harvest a bag limit of one ant-
lerless deer. Non-quota antler-
less gun hunts were added in 
Campbell, Jackson, Morgan, 
and Scott counties.

A limited season for red 
deer was initiated in Claiborne 
County last year and the TWRA 
is recommending the season 
run concurrent with the white-
tailed deer season in 2012-13. 
The area is south of the Powell 
River in Claiborne County.

The state is coming off a 
record harvest for black bears. 
Surveys indicate the popula-
tion is thriving, allowing the 
agency to increase the number 
of bear hunting opportunities. 
Bear hunting days, with dogs 
permitted, will increase on 
three separate hunts with the 
increase varying 10 to 12 days, 
depending on the particular 
county. Also, there will be an 
increase of the bear dog train-
ing season by 4 to 14 days, also 
depending on the county.

During fall turkey season, 
archers will be given an op-
portunity to harvest the full 
county bag limit in the counties 
that are open. The fall turkey 
counties will be expanded to 
include Cumberland, Grundy, 
Hamilton, Madison, Putnam, 

Sequatchie, and Van Buren 
counties as well as increase bag 
limits in many East Tennessee 
counties. Fall turkey bag lim-
its would be reduced in three 
southern Middle Tennessee 
counties which are Giles, Law-
rence and Wayne.

The TWRA is proposing 
season date adjustments on 
numerous Wild Management 
Areas (WMAs). The complete 
list of changes is also available 
on the attachments below.  

In addition, the TWRC re-
quested that the agency con-
sider extending the end of 
deer gun season to the first full 
weekend of January. Commis-
sion members also requested 
the agency consider extending 
the quail season until the last 
day of February.

  Don Crawford, Information 
and Education Division Assis-
tant Chief, gave a presentation 
on the recently-held National 
Archery in the Schools Program 
(NASP) State Tournament. The 
event drew a record number of 
participants and eight teams 
and more than 50 individuals 
earned the right to advance to 
next month’s national tourna-
ment in Louisville, Ky.

The TWRC will hold its next 
meeting May 17-18 in Nashville 
at the TWRA Region II Ray Bell 
Building in Nashville.

  The TWRA is soliciting 
comments for its 2012-13 hunt-
ing seasons regulations propos-
als. This is an opportunity for 
the public to share ideas and 
concerns about hunting regula-
tions with TWRA staff.

  Public comments will be 
considered by TWRAs Wildlife 
Division staff and may be pre-
sented as proposals for regula-
tion changes.  Comments may 
be submitted by mail to: 2012-
13 Hunting Season Comments, 
TWRA, Wildlife Management 
Division, P.O. 40747, Nash-
ville, TN 37204 or emailed to 
twra.comment@tn.gov.  Please 
include Hunting Season Com-
ments on the subject line of 
emailed submissions.  

The comment period con-
cerning the 2012-13 proposed 
hunting seasons regulations 
will be open until May 14, 2012.

WasHiNGToN
Commission rejects 

electronic duck decoys 
New hunting rules ap-

proved by the Washington 
Fish and Wildlife Commission 
for the 2012-14 seasons will 
expand hunting opportunities 
for elk and cougar, but leave 
intact the statewide ban on us-
ing electronic decoys to attract 
waterfowl. 

The commission, a nine-
member citizen panel that sets 
policy for the Washington De-
partment of Fish and Wildlife 
(WDFW), took action on those 
and dozens of other proposed 
rules during a public meeting 
March 13-14 in Olympia. 

With most of the state’s 10 
elk herds increasing in size, the 
commission increased the num-
ber of bull-elk permits for the 
Nooksack, Blue Mountain and 
Yakima herds. Permits for ant-
lerless elk were also increased 

in the Yakima and Colockum 
areas. 

In addition, a day was add-
ed to the general season for elk 
hunters using modern firearms 
in western Washington, giving 
those hunters a total of 12 days 
in the field this year. 

“The health of our elk herds 
has shown real improvement 
since 2001, when the depart-
ment started developing man-
agement plans specific to each 
herd,” said Commission Chair 
Miranda Wecker. “Most of our 
elk herds are now at or near the 
population goals established 
under those plans.” 

The commission also ex-
panded hunting seasons for 
cougar, reflecting changes in 
laws and management models 
for the species. Starting Sept. 
1, the general hunting season 
will run through March 31 
statewide, so long as harvest 
guidelines are not exceeded. 

In addition, the commis-
sion added two landowners to 
the state’s Landowner Hunt-
ing Permit Program, which 
sets terms for special hunts on 
participants’ property. With 
the new additions in Spokane 
and Walla Walla counties, nine 
landowners are now enrolled 
in the program, all of them in 
eastern Washington. 

But the commission rejected 
a proposal to lift the statewide 
ban on using electronic decoys 
to attract waterfowl. Also not 
adopted was a proposal to al-
low the use of illuminated ar-
row nocks, which make it easier 
for bow hunters to recover their 
arrows. The commission did, 

however, indicate a willingness 
to revisit that issue next year. 

“The commission has strug-
gled with the issue of allowing 
new technologies in hunting,” 
Wecker said. “It raises ques-
tions of fair chase, equal op-
portunity among hunters and 
the very tradition of the sport. 
The commission has to uphold 
those standards, and some of 
us believe we have to draw the 
line at the use of electronics.” 

All of the changes approved 
by the commission will be 
posted on WDFW’s website 
(http://wdfw.wa.gov/hunt-
ing/regulations/) and incor-
porated into the state’s 2012 Big 
Game pamphlet, available later 
this month. 

In other business, the com-
mission approved a request by 
WDFW to purchase 1,144 acres 
along Asotin Creek in Asotin 
County and 49 acres on the 
Methow River in Okanogan 
County to maintain habitat for 
fish and wildlife. 

Both properties support 
salmon and bull trout popula-
tions listed for protection under 
federal endangered species 
laws. The Asotin property also 
features shrub-steppe habi-
tat beneficial to sharp-tailed 
grouse, elk, and bighorn sheep. 

Also approved was a State-
ment on Wolves in Washington, 
developed by the commission 
to guide WDFW’s implementa-
tion of the state’s wolf plan. The 
final statement will be posted 
later this week on the commis-
sion’s website at http://wdfw.
wa.gov/commission/. 
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WisCoNsiN
Cooperative effort leads 

to major rifle range 
improvements

What began as an idea is 
turning into reality at a rifle 
range near Wautoma in Waush-
ara County. The original range, 
built on state property in the 
1960s, was becoming increas-
ingly unsafe due to its layout.

“The berms between the 
shooting lanes were very, very 
low,” said Paul Samerdyke, a 
wildlife biologist with the De-
partment of Natural Resources. 
“People walking up to the range 
had to come through a wooded 
area, which led them right up 
against the range itself.”

This aerial photo shows 
berms being constructed 
at the new Wautoma rifle 

range.
When discussions began 

about renovating the range, 
Operating Engineers Local 
139 based in Coloma stepped 
forward, making a significant 
donation of time and resources 
toward the project. About 25 
students and their trainers 
began by designing a layout 
for the new range and within a 
day, dug a sample on their own 
property for DNR staff to see.

Then the heavy machinery 
arrived on site, 16 pieces to be 
exact, ready to move sand and 
top soil from the property into 
four separate range lengths: 50 
feet for handguns and 50, 100 
and 200 yards for shotguns and 
rifle shooting. 

“The new design makes 
it significantly safer for ev-
eryone enjoying the range,” 
Samerdyke said. 

“There are 25 foot high 
backstop berms for the shoot-
ing. There are 14 foot high 
berms between each shooting 
range so now there will be no 
stray bullets,” explained Dan 
Sperberg of Operating Engi-
neers Local 139, “The old road 
went through wetlands. We 
reclaimed that land by taking 
the road out and restoring it to 
its natural state.”

The next best thing to the co-
operative effort is the funding. 
OE 139 spent approximately 
$2,400 a day in fuel and did 
the work free of charge. Gravel 
to pave the new road and 
walkways came from wildlife 
and sharecrop funds that are 
allocated for infrastructure 
use. DNR is currently seeking 
donations to cover the costs of 
grass seed.

In addition, the Wautoma 
High School shop class is build-
ing a handicapped bench for 
the facility. DNR is looking at 
restoring some of the bench-
es, which were previously 
there, while prison officials 
in Redgranite contacted the 
agency about building picnic 
tables and benches as well.

The range is expected to 
reopen to the public in late May.

F O R  M O R E  I N F O R -
MATION CONTACT: Paul 
Samerdyke - 920-787-7428 or 
Trish Ossmann, DNR Northeast 
Region public affairs manager 
– 920-662-5122

WYoMiNG
Pine bluffs Pheasants 

Forever Chapter receives 
National award

Conducting a prescribed 
burn to improve upland game 
bird habitat is one of the many 
youth activities of the Pine 
Bluffs Pheasants Forever Chap-
ter. 

Laramie County may not be 
known nationally for its pheas-
ants – but if it wasn’t before, it 
sure is known nationally now 
for its Pheasants Forever chap-
ter. The High Plains Chapter 
of Pine Bluffs was honored 
with the No Child Left Indoors 
National Award at the organi-
zation’s national Pheasant Fest 
& Quail Classic in Kansas City, 
Mo. Feb. 17.

The chapter was lauded 
for its myriad annual youth 
events including family shoot-
ing range day, mentored pheas-
ant and goose hunts, wildlife 
field day for Pine Bluffs, Albin, 
Carpenter, and Burns kinder-
garten -sixth graders and wild 
game processing day.

“We’re proud of what all 
chapters do for youth, but the 
High Plains chapter goes above 
and beyond with all their ef-
forts,” said Cheryl Riley, Pheas-
ants Forever’s vice president 
of Education and Outreach. 
“The chapter recognizes that 
it takes more than a one-time 
event to keep youth engaged 
and they have addressed that 
with a variety of activities led 
by individuals youngsters can 
relate to.”

With the interest and fol-

lowing generated from the 
activities, High Plains took 
the outreach a step further by 
starting a youth-only Pheasants 
Forever chapter in 2010 – one 
of only six youth chapters na-
tionwide.

“The High Plains chapter 
has had a strong youth focus 
since the start, thanks in large 
part to our initial youth co-
ordinator, Spike Giachino,” 
said Dean Bowman, one of the 
chapter’s founding members 
and former president. “Spike 
got our youth outreach rolling 
and it continues to grow.”

Bowman accepted the fifth 
annual No Child Left Indoors 
Award on behalf of the chapter 
at national convention. “This 
was a team effort and we have 
a very strong and dedicated 
team,” he said. “Brian and Patty 
Mann along with my wife BJ are 
constantly looking for activities 
to generate outdoor interest in 
the kids.”

The High Plains Chapter 
#321 was founded in 1990 in 
Cheyenne and moved to Pine 
Bluffs in 2000 where Glenn 
Manley is the current President. 
The chapter currently sports 
327 members.

“Hopefully the news of this 
award will help individual 
hunters and other outdoor or-
ganizations realize there are 
many kids out there begging 
to go hunting or just get out-
doors -- but educating comes 
with a price,” he said, adding 
the chapter always needs and 
welcomes sponsors for their 
youth activities.

“We keep the kids and our-
selves busy with fund raising 
activities to support the groups’ 
interests.”

Both the High Plains Chap-
ter and their student chapter, 
the Texas Trail Ringnecks, were 
also recognized for their educa-
tion fund-raising in the March 
issue of Pheasants Forever mag-
azine. Of the 700 plus Pheasants 
Forever chapters, High Plains 
ranked ninth and the Texas Trail 
Ringnecks 43rd.

(Contact: Jeff Obrecht (307) 
777-4532) 

Us F&W
ohio Youth Wins the 
Federal Junior Duck 
stamp Competition
The U.S. Fish and Wildlife 

Service announced today a 
northern pintail was selected 
to appear on the 2012-2013 
Federal Junior Duck Stamp. 
The design for the new stamp, 
painted by Christine Clayton, 
was chosen by a panel of judges 
at the national Junior Duck 
Stamp Art Contest, held at the 
Patuxent Research Refuge in 
Laurel, Md.

“I congratulate our winning 
artist and all of the talented 
young people who participate 
in the Junior Duck Stamp Con-
servation and Design Program 
each year,” said Dan Ashe, 
Director of the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service. “Now in its 
twentieth year, the Junior Duck 
Stamp Competition is the cul-
mination of a year-long Junior 
Duck Stamp conservation pro-
gram used by educators across 
the nation to connect youth 
with nature and inspire bud-
ding wildlife artists.”

The oil painting, which won 
the Ohio Junior Duck Stamp 
Contest, was judged the winner 
among Best-of-Show entries 
from all 50 states, the District of 
Columbia, Puerto Rico and the 
U.S. Virgin Islands.   Proceeds 
from sales of the Junior Duck 
Stamp -- which the Service sells 
for $5 -- support environmental 
education.

Matthew Messina of Avon, 
Conn., took second place with 
an oil painting depicting a 
single wood duck.   Third place 
went to Hyun Wang of Ca.  for 
his rendition of a pair of hooded 
mergansers.   The 2012 Federal 
Junior Duck Stamp Conserva-
tion Message Contest win-


