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portant to note that both fishing 
and public access are being re-
stricted at these sites until July 
1, and starting this year the use 
of watercraft on all Sand Creek 
WMA waters will be restricted 
until July 15.

“Access is being restricted, 
because nesting swans are gen-
erally intolerant of disturbance 
by humans, especially with 
younger pairs or nests estab-
lished in areas of low human 
activity,” Sand Creek WMA 
Manager Eric Anderson said.

This is the 19th year that 
IDFG has closed these ponds 
for the opening weekend of 
fishing season.

“Without the closures, 
chances are good that human 
disturbance would cause the 
swans to abandon their nests, 
resulting in a loss of production 
for the year,” Anderson said.

An additional access modi-
fication was started two years 
ago when the use of watercraft 
was prohibited on all of the 
WMA waters until July 15. The 
mid-July date is recommended 
by the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Ser-
vice as the date that affords the 
greatest potential for waterfowl 
in the intermountain region to 
fledge successfully. 

The cooperation of sports-
men at Sand Creek will help in-
sure the success of the recovery 
efforts. The remainder of the 
WMA is open to the public, and 
anglers are invited to enjoy fish-
ing at Ponds 1 and 2 and Blue 
Creek Reservoir. Area users are 
asked to respect all wildlife, es-
pecially nesting waterfowl, and 
obey all posted closures. 

Updated hunt planner, 
open data page available 

online
Idaho Fish and Game has 

updated the Hunt Planner for 
the 2012-2013 hunting seasons. 

The Hunt Planner is an 
interactive online tool that al-
lows hunters to search for and 
create maps for hunting areas of 
interest. It is available at http://
fishandgame.idaho.gov/ifwis/
huntplanner/.

Hunters simply answer a 
few questions about what game 
they would like to hunt, how, 
where and when they would 
like to hunt it, and a list of all 
the available hunts that meet 
their criteria will be generated.

They can then select a hunt 
area from this list, and the Hunt 
Planner will create a map that 
can be printed or provide links 
to an interactive map that can 
be customized further.

The Hunt Planner also gen-
erates helpful information for 
the hunt area selected, such as: 

General season harvest sta-
tistics.

How to get there and 
current road condition.

In addition, hunters may 
download current and past 
controlled hunt boundaries, 
from the Idaho Fish and Wild-
life Information System “Open 
Data” page at https://fishand-
game.idaho.gov/ifwis/portal/
opendata. The information can 
be viewed in Google Earth and 
GIS programs.

Hunters can also download 
data for game management 
units, elk and wolf manage-
ment zones, generalized game 
animal distributions and cur-
rent and past Access Yes! prop-
erty boundaries.
Team works with idaho 
f&g to preserve wildlife 

habitat
Idaho Department of Fish 

and Game is getting some help 
from an AmeriCorps National 
Civilian Community Corps 
team to improve wildlife habi-
tat in the Boise River area this 
spring.

The team will be serving on 
various projects until May 10, 
and will assist Fish and Game 
staff members at two wildlife 
management areas - the Boise 
River and Cecil D. Andrus 
WMAs - to improve the areas.

Near Boise, the team will 
be helping with fence construc-
tion and repair, repairing dam-
aged roads, and planting silver 
sagebrush, a desirable wildlife 
forage plant. Fish and Game 
has 10,000 sagebrush seedlings 
that need to be planted, and the 
team plans to get as many done 
as possible. Fish and Game also 
needs to have some entrance 
gates repaired and painted for 
the upcoming summer.

Project work near Cam-
bridge includes construction 
and repair of fencing, native 
shrub planting and removal of 
exotic weeds, installing blue-
bird boxes, removing downed 
trees that are blocking roads 
and trails, and repairing creek 
crossings.

“I’m looking forward to 
working with the Fish and 
Game department and learn-
ing about the wildlife of Idaho 
while connecting with the com-
munities of Southern Idaho,” 
corps member Kristen Dyke 
said.

AmeriCorps NCCC is a 
full-time, residential, national 
service program in which 1,200 
young adults serve nation-
wide each year. During their 
10-month term, corps members 
- all 18 to 24 years old - work 
on teams of eight to 12 on 
projects related to natural and 
other disasters, infrastructure 
improvement, environmental 
stewardship and conservation, 
energy conservation, and urban 
and rural development.

Young hunters have 
a blast at kamiah’s 

flying-b ranch
It has often been said that 

young people are the future.
Young hunters are also the 

future of conservation and the 
hunting tradition. By intro-
ducing our youth to the joys 
of hunting at an early age, we 
can ensure the future of hunt-
ing and conservation remains 
strong.

Some dedicated Idahoans 
are doing just that. 

Thanks to the generous 
donation from the Flying-B 
Ranch, National Wild Turkey 
Federation, and Idaho Depart-
ment of Fish and Game (IDFG), 
26 orange-clad young hunters 
were recently provided a free 
upland game hunting and safe-

ty clinic at the Flying-B Ranch 
near Kamiah.

Recently graduating from 
hunter education courses 
taught in Grangeville, Nez 
Perce and Riggins, the youth 
were selected for their out-
standing behavior, class par-
ticipation and positive attitude.

The Flying-B Ranch is a pri-
vate hunting preserve near Ka-
miah that has some of the best 
pheasant and chukar hunting 
in the country. Ranch owner, 
Bob Burlingame, donated his 
entire facility, clay targets, game 
birds, professional staff and 
dogs for the day. Several IDFG 
conservation officers provided 
instruction and supervision, 
and the National Wild Turkey 
Federation provided the am-
munition. 

The eventful day started 
with a safety presentation and 
hunting demonstration by 
ranch personnel, followed by 
an introduction to the Flying-
B’s world class pointing dogs. 
Next, the students received 
detailed instruction in shotgun 
shooting and each practiced 
their shooting skills at fast fly-
ing targets at the sporting clay 
range.

Anxious to begin what they 
were promised, the youth were 
then divided into groups con-
sisting of four hunters. Each 
hunt group was supervised by 
a dog handler and at least two 
adult mentors. Parents were 
also welcome to follow along 
as the young hunters put their 
knowledge and newly devel-
oped skills to practice pursuing 
both chukar and pheasant.

For safety reasons, only two 
youth hunters in the group 
were allowed to load their gun 
as their intense hunting dog 
pointed a hiding bird. An in-
structor was with each student 
as the bird flushed to assure a 
safe shot. More impressive than 
some of the outstanding shots 
the students made were the po-
tential shots not taken because 
of safety issues.

“This is our sixth annual All 
Star Hunt at the Flying-B” said 
event organizer, George Fischer, 
IDFG District Conservation Of-
ficer. “It’s a challenge, but it’s 
priceless to see the kids face 
light up with their first clay tar-
get or feel the excitement when 
they approach a dog on point.”

The clinic’s overall goal was 
to promote a better understand-
ing and interest in hunting and 
wildlife conservation that will 
help assure hunting’s future. 
Principles of safe hunting and 
ethics were also reinforced 
through the close supervision 
provided by the adult mentors. 

When youngsters are given 
the opportunity at one-on-one, 
hands-on hunting experiences 
and training in the field, all of 
the aspects of the hunting tra-
dition including ethics, safety, 
and responsibility are likely to 
be passed on. 

“There’s really no better 
way to introduce a kid to safe, 
ethical and responsible aspects 
of hunting than with the close 
supervision of an adult men-
tor,” says Fischer.

Some youth who are inter-
ested in hunting have never 
been around people who hunt. 
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In fact, many kids have only 
experienced the great outdoors 
through the internet, video 
games or the television. Expos-
ing youth to positive hunting 
experiences at an early age is 
a critical first step in regaining 
and ensuring the connection 
with the outdoors and with car-
rying on the hunting tradition. 

Idaho Fish and Game offers 
reduced price hunting licenses 
and tags for both resident and 
nonresident youth, as well as 
several youth-only controlled 
big game hunts. Youth hunts for 
turkey, waterfowl and pheas-
ants are also available prior to 
the general season opening day. 
Youth ages 10 to 15 who com-
plete a hunter education course 
and purchase a hunting license 
and appropriate permits and 
tags are eligible to participate 
in youth hunts.

ILLINOIS
Wingshooting Clinics

The IDNR and participating 
partners sponsor wingshoot-
ing clinics at sites throughout 
Illinois to help improve the 
shooting skills of participants. 
Youth/Women’s clinics are 
designed to teach participants 
basic firearm safety and the 
fundamentals of wingshooting. 
Hunter clinics are designed 
to enhance the wingshooting 
skills of hunters and provide 
sound wingshooting prac-
tice techniques. The clinics 
are conducted on weekends 
throughout the spring, summer 
and early fall.   For a complete 
schedule, check the webpage 

at this link:   http://dnr.state.
il.us/lands/landmgt/pro-
grams/wingshooting/Wing-
shootingDates.htm

INDIANA
DNR seeks input on fish, 

hunt, trap regulations
Entry Description
The DNR Division of Fish 

& Wildlife wants to hear your 
ideas on fishing, hunting and 
trapping regulations in Indiana, 
and it doesn’t require attending 
a meeting to give your input. 

Call it a “virtual” open 
house. 

From May 15 to June 1, 
the public will be able to use a 
convenient online form to con-
tribute ideas and suggestions 
as well as provide input on is-
sues the DNR has identified for 
consideration. 

To find the online form, go 
to wildlife.IN.gov and click on 
the “Got INput?” box near the 
middle of the page. The form 
will be available for use begin-
ning May 15. 

“This is an opportunity for 
people to let us know what 
changes they would like us to 
consider,” said Gregg McCol-
lam, assistant director of the 
Division of Fish & Wildlife. 
“This process also allows us 
to get much needed feedback 
on issues that the division is in 
interested in moving forward.” 

The online form allows 
people to comment quickly and 
enables DFW staff to organize 
the public input into categories. 

Input on fishing, hunting 
and trapping regulations also 
can be mailed to: 

DNR Division of Fish & 
Wildlife 

Attn: Proposed Regulatory 
Changes 

402 W. Washington St., 
Room W 273 

Indianapolis, IN 46204 
After compiling the input, 

DFW staff will evaluate the 
comments and suggestions and 
come back in mid-summer with 
a second round of feedback 
both online and at open house 
meetings before proposing 
rules to the Natural Resources 
Commission. 

KANSAS
AERIAL SURVEY TO 

SEARCH LESSER 
PRAIRIE CHICKEN 

RANGE
Helicopters will be used 

to search for new breeding 
grounds; data may help prevent 
endangered species listing

PRATT — Kansas Depart-
ment of Wildlife, Parks and 
Tourism (KDWPT) biologists 
are cooperating with the West-
ern Association of Fish & Wild-
life Agencies (WAFWA) to 
find new lesser prairie chicken 
breeding grounds, called “leks,” 
in western Kansas. WAFWA re-
ceived funding to evaluate an 
aerial survey technique that can 
be used for uniform monitoring 
across the five-state range of the 
lesser prairie chicken. 

During the survey this 
spring, surveyors will fly low-
elevation transects in helicop-
ters within several randomly 
chosen 10-square kilometer 
blocks throughout the lesser 
prairie chicken range, which 
includes portions of western 
Kansas, southeastern Colo-
rado, western Oklahoma, north 
Texas, and eastern New Mexico. 
Field crews will train on March 
29-31 in Trego County and con-
duct official survey work across 
all of western Kansas until the 
middle of May. 

“Everyone in western Kan-
sas is asked to be on the alert 
for prairie chicken leks,” says 
KDWPT small game coordina-
tor Jim Pitman. “We are trying 
to acquire better information 
on the distribution and popu-
lation of lesser prairie chickens 
to help guide an impending 
Endangered Species Act list-
ing decision being developed 
by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service. This data, coupled with 
U.S. Department of Agriculture 
conservation efforts, provide us 
with the information that may 
help prevent listing of the lesser 
prairie chicken. 

“If a lek is observed this 
spring, we are asking that it be 
reported to the nearest KDWPT 
biologist or law enforcement 
officer. We also have an online 
reporting database. This infor-
mation is extremely important 
to the department because it 
will help us target conserva-
tion programs and provide site 
recommendations to energy 
developers.” 

The work was contracted to 
Western Ecosystems Technolo-
gy, Inc., of Cheyenne, Wyo., and 
the aerial survey protocol was 
developed by the Lesser Prairie 
Chicken Interstate Working 
Group, of which KDWPT is a 
partner.

LOUISIANA
L.W.F.C. Approves 

Notices of Intent for 
2012-14 Hunting Seasons 

and the 2012-13 WMA 
Seasons

 The Louisiana Wildlife and 
Fisheries Commission, during 
their May 3 monthly meeting, 
approved two notices of in-
tent (NOI) that included two 
amendments for the 2012-14 
hunting seasons and the 2012-
13 Wildlife Management Area 
(WMA) hunting season.

Notable changes to the up-
coming hunting seasons in-
clude modifying the primitive 
firearm definition by removing 
the pre-1900 designation, allow-
ing the take of rabbits, squirrels, 

and outlaw quadrupeds with 
air rifles, modifying the hunt-
ing season for lands within the 
Morganza Floodway from I-10 
south within the protection 
levees of the Atchafalaya Basin 
and providing increased deer 
hunting opportunity in Area 5. 
In addition, the season limit for 
deer for the 2013-14 season was 
changed to allow for the take of 
no more than 3 antlered deer or 
4 antlerless deer.

The first amendment to the 
original NOI for the 2012-13 
General-WMA Hunting Regu-
lations allows for changing the 
firearm language specific for 
the take of raccoon and opos-
sum to be consistent with the 
firearms legal to take small 
game, making .22 caliber or 
smaller legal.

A second amendment will 
allow for a bird dog train-
ing area in Kisatchie National 
Forest, on that portion of the 
Vernon Unit of the Calcasieu 
Ranger District known as the 
“dove field”, to allow for bird 
dog training year round, except 
during turkey season.
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Included in the Commission 
approvals is the list of primitive 
firearm calibers, smaller than 
.38, that will be legal for deer 
hunting beginning with the 
2012-13 season. Those calibers 
include the  .38-55 Winchester, 
.375 Winchester, .357 S&W 
Magnum, .38 S&W Special, .35 
Winchester SL and .351 Win-
chester SL.

To view the full notices 
of intent, as presented Feb. 2, 
2012 by the Louisiana Depart-
ment of Wildlife and Fisheries, 
and subsequent amendments, 
please visit http://www.wlf.
louisiana.gov/action-items.

For more information, contact 
Randy Myers at 225-765-2359 or 
rmyers@wlf.louisiana.gov.

MARYLAND
Junior Hunter Field 

Days Set For The Eastern 
Shore

Young people interested 
in wildlife and the outdoors 
are invited to join staff from 
the Maryland Department of 
Natural Resources (DNR) and 
local conservation groups to 
learn about a variety of topics 
related to wildlife management 
and stewardship during Junior 
Hunter Field Days on June 2 
in Sudlersville and June 16 in 
Princess Anne. 

“This is an opportunity for 
Maryland youth interested in 
wildlife activities to discover 
and connect with their natural 
world,” said Patricia Allen, 
information & education pro-
gram manager for DNR’s Wild-
life & Heritage Service. “It gives 
children the chance to become 

involved in the management 
of our natural resources and to 
learn about hunting and the im-
portant role it plays in wildlife 
conservation.” 

Young people with an inter-
est in hunting, shooting sports, 
and wildlife and fisheries man-
agement will work closely with 
DNR and local conservationists 
in a safe, mentored setting. 
Participants will learn about 
natural resources stewardship, 
wildlife and fisheries biology, 
and safety and ethical conduct 
in the field. They will also 
have the chance to watch and 
try activities such as archery, 
sporting clays, turkey hunting 
and fishing. DNR will provide 
all the equipment and certi-
fied instructors will oversee all 
shooting activities. 

The events will take place 
from 8:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.

June 2 at the Sudlersville 
Skeet Club, 1240 Duhamel 
Corners Road, Sudlersville and

June 16 at the Somerset 
County Fairgrounds, 11828 
Crisfield Lane, Princess Anne

The events are free and open 
to ages 8 to 16. Participants 
and their parents will also be 
provided with lunch. Preregis-
tration is required and limited 
to the first 100 applicants, so 
interested youth should register 
early. More information or reg-
istration is available by calling 
410-260-8545 for the Sudlers-
ville event or 410-219-8418 for 
the Somerset County event, or 
visiting dnr.maryland.gov/
wildlife/Education/youth/
Jr_Hunter_Field_Days.asp.

MICHIGAN
DNR heads to Gaylord, 

Iron Mountain, 
Newberry and Lansing 

for local input on 
Michigan’s forest, 

timber and wildfire 
management

Recognizing the importance 
of ongoing, meaningful con-
versation about the health and 
sustainability of Michigan’s 
world-class forest resources, 
the Department of Natural 
Resources today announced 
that officials from its Forest 
Resources Division will offer 
a series of “forest community” 
information meetings during 
May and June.

The DNR sees these meet-
ings - in Gaylord, Iron Moun-
tain, Newberry and Lansing 
- as a valuable opportunity 
to exchange ideas with busi-
nesses and organizations that 
have an interest in Michigan’s 
timber and wildfire manage-
ment. Meetings are set for the 
following dates and locations 
(all times are local): 

Wednesday, May 16, in 
Gaylord - Treetops Resort, 3962 
Wilkinson Road, 6 p.m.

Tuesday, June 5, in Iron 
Mountain - Recreation Lanes, 
1555 North Stevenson Ave., 6 
p.m.

Wednesday, June 6, in New-
berry - America’s Best Hotel, 
12956 State Route M-28, 6 p.m.

Wednesday, June 13, in Lan-
sing - Ramada Inn Convention 
Center, 7501 W. Saginaw, 6 p.m.

Meeting attendees will re-
ceive updates on a variety of 
Forest Resources Division top-
ics, including: forest ownership; 
the division budget; timber 
management on state forest 
lands; the wildfire program; 
eco-region plans; forest roads; 
and private land management, 
including the Commercial For-
est and Qualified Forest pro-
grams.

Bill O’Neill, acting chief of 
the Forest Resources Division, 
said the DNR has, over the last 
year, made significant, strategic 
changes to its forest and wild-
fire programs - all designed to 
better leverage staff expertise, 
improve communication inside 
and outside of the division, and 
achieve long-term manage-
ment solutions that cut across 
all interest groups to speak to 
everyone’s goals.

“We are taking this show 
on the road, to meet our stake-
holders where they live and 
work,” O’Neill said. “Many 
people - within the DNR, in pri-
vate industry and in our com-
munities - care passionately 
about the health and viability 
of Michigan’s forest resources 
and programs. We’re look-
ing forward to working more 
closely with all of these groups, 
and these public meetings are a 
great next step.”

Anyone with questions 
about the meetings or accom-
modations or who would like to 
suggest other topics for discus-
sion should contact Miss Kim 
Korbecki of the Forest Resourc-
es Division at 517-373-1246 or 
korbeckik@michigan.gov.

The Michigan Department 
of Natural Resources is com-
mitted to the conservation, 
protection, management, use 
and enjoyment of the state’s 
natural and cultural resources 
for current and future genera-
tions. For more information, go 
to www.michigan.gov/dnr.

DNR offers introductory 
shotgun shooting classes for 
women in West, Southeast 
Michigan

The Department of Natural 
Resources will offer two Intro-
duction to Shotgun Shooting 
classes for women in May as part 
of its popular Becoming an Out-
doors-Woman (BOW) program:

Southeast Michigan - Sun-
day, May 20, from 2 to 6 p.m.

Hosted by Detroit Sports-
men’s Congress

49800 Dequindre Road, in 
Utica

www.d-s-c.org
$30 per person (20-gauge 

ammunition will be provid-
ed; those bringing their own 
12-gauge shotguns will need to 
provide their own ammunition)

West Michigan - Tuesday, 
May 22, from 5 to 9 p.m.

Hosted by the Great Lakes 
Outdoors Foundation at the 
Caledonia Sportsman’s Club

10721 Coldwater Road SE, 
in Alto

www.calsportsmansclub.
com

$30 per person, includes 
ammunition (donated by the 
Great Lakes Outdoors Founda-
tion)

This shooting class, for be-
ginners as well as those who 
would like to sharpen their 
shotgun skills, will emphasize 
firearm safety. Participants will 
get one-on-one training from 
certified instructors. They will 
learn and practice shotgun 
shooting technique, determin-
ing their dominant eye, proper 
stance and firearm fit and will 
practice their skills shooting 
trap.

Attendees may bring their 
own shotgun or one will be 
provided for their use. Eye 
and ear protection also will be 
available.

For registration forms and 
information on this and other 
BOW events, visit www.michi-
gan.gov/bow, email dnr-out-
doors-woman@michigan.gov 
or call 517-241-2225.

Becoming an Outdoors-
Woman helps women learn 
about and enjoy hunting, fish-
ing, backpacking, shooting 
sports, canoeing and many 
other outdoor recreation activi-
ties. BOW specializes in begin-
ners, but also offers a variety of 
programs that support a mix of 
skill levels. BOW is a noncom-
petitive program, designed to 
let each individual learn and 
gain confidence at her own 
pace. The program emphasizes 
the enjoyment, fun and cama-
raderie of outdoor activities, 
while sharing in one another’s 
success. Learn more at www.
michigan.gov/bow.

The Michigan Department 
of Natural Resources is com-
mitted to the conservation, 
protection, management, use 
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and enjoyment of the state’s 
natural and cultural resources 
for current and future genera-
tions. For more information, go 
to www.michigan.gov/dnr.

MINNESOTA
Greater prairie chickens 

whoop it up in the 
Crookston area

It’s that time of year again 
when birding enthusiasts flock 
to northwestern Minnesota 
to view, photograph and join 
greater prairie chickens on their 
“booming grounds” as they 
perform their spring courting 
ritual.

“It sounds like you’re listen-
ing to a chorus when you’re 
close to them,” said Ross Hier, 
assistant area wildlife manager 
for the Department of Natural 
Resources (DNR) in Crookston. 
“There’s really no good way to 
describe it; it’s best to experi-
ence it in person.”

Prairie chicken viewing 
blinds have been installed in 
several locations by staff from 
the DNR area wildlife office at 
Crookston and the U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service (USFWS). 

The chickens congregate in 
grassland areas called “leks” 
where males boom, flutter up-
ward in the air, and stomp their 
feet in an effort to impress the 
females and stimulate breeding. 
Busily displaying their skills, 
males are best known for the 
melancholy “woooooo-oo” 
sound created by releasing air 
from their brilliant orange neck 
sacks. They also emit a variety 

of “true vocalizations” such as 
the very loud “whooooop” call. 
In concert with other males, 
courting sounds are very rau-
cous and can be heard over long 
distances.

Opportunities to view the 
chickens are now a regular and 
welcome event, thanks in large 
part to grassland restoration ef-
forts by the DNR, USFWS, The 
Nature Conservancy, and pri-
vate landowners who enrolled 
in the Conservation Reserve 
Program (CRP) and/or keep 
native and tame grasslands on 
their property.

Over the past 40 years, such 
efforts have created large tracts 
of public and private grass-
lands that have helped return 
this native “prairie grouse” to 
its old haunts and build a stable 
population in northwestern 
Minnesota.

In 1910, prairie chickens oc-
cupied almost all of Minnesota, 
following behind the pioneers 
as they turned the forests into 
open grass and brushlands. 
However, by the 1980s, only 
1,600 birds remained in north-
western Minnesota as changes 
to the landscape began to de-
grade prairie habitat, making 
it less desirable for the birds. 
This change was led by the 
reduction in grasslands as ag-
ricultural activities increased 
in size and intensity. In the for-
mer timbered areas, succession 
favored sharp-tailed grouse as 
brush habitats increased and 
eventually gave way to wooded 
habitat fit for ruffed grouse.

Prairie chickens were des-
ignated as a species of special 
concern in 1984, at which point 
most birds were restricted to 
a strip of grasslands in north-
western Minnesota, primarily 
in the beach ridge complex of 
Glacial Lake Agassiz, where 
large tracts of grasslands mixed 
with agricultural lands existed. 
Presently, wildlife managers 
estimate the prairie chicken 
population to be about 6,000-
7,000, occupying a narrow 
range between Crookston and 
Fergus Falls.

The future of prairie chick-
ens can be summed up in one 
word – grass – and lots of it, 
managed to remain vigorous 
and healthy. In many areas, 
however, grassland acreage 
continues to be converted to 
forestland through either plant-
ing or natural succession, or to 
large tracts of cropland.

The loss of CRP grasslands 
is most critical, Hier said. To-
day’s high commodity prices 
have resulted in a large decline 
in private grassland habitat 
over the last couple of years as 
landowners convert their CRP 
grasslands into croplands. This 
trend is expected to continue, 
greatly increasing the impor-
tance of enhancing, restoring 
and creating grassland habitat 
on publicly owned lands, such 
as DNR wildlife management 
areas and USFWS refuges. 

“Prairie chickens and other 
wildlife can’t compete for land 
with commodities,” said Hier. 
“Managing for high quality 
grassland habitat on publicly 
owned property is now more 

critical than ever as we lose 
valuable grasslands to crops.”

Hier knows the future of 
greater prairie chickens and 
other prairie wildlife popula-
tions means protecting existing 
prairie grasslands, encourag-
ing landowners to retain their 
grasslands, and using manage-
ment tools such as prescribed 
burning, brush mowing and 
invasive species control to 
maintain and enhance existing 
habitat. To prairie chickens, his 
efforts mean the existence of 
critical nesting, roosting and 
booming-grounds habitat.

For those who enjoy view-
ing greater prairie chickens, 
habitat management and pro-
tection means having the op-
portunity to grab the binocu-
lars and outdoor gear and hit 
the blinds for a little song and 
dance.

To reserve a viewing blind 
this spring, call the DNR area 
wildlife office in Crookston at 
218-281-6063.

For additional viewing op-
portunities at the Glacial Ridge 

National Wildlife Refuge near 
Crookston and the Nature 
Conservancy’s Bluestem Prairie 
Preserve near Glyndon, visit 
http://www.nature.org/Min-
nesota.

For more information on 
greater prairie chickens, visit 
www.dnr.state.mn.us/rsg.

To  v i e w  a  v i d e o  o f 
booming prairie chickens, visit 
http://www.youtube.com/
MinnesotaDNR. 

MISSOURI
FFA and High School 
Trap Championship 
draws more than 750 

students
More than 75,000 shots rang 

out from the Missouri Trap 
Shooters Association home 
grounds at 51 Trapshooters 
Road in Linn Creek on April 
28 for the 25th annual Missouri 
FFA and High School Trap 
Championship. More than 750 
students from all over the state 
participated in the event.

The Missouri Department of 
Conservation (MDC) cospon-
sors the championship and 
more than 40 staff helped with 
scoring at the event.

“The weather turned out to 
be nice day so we saw several 
very high scores,” said MDC 
Education Outreach Coordinator 
Eric Edwards, who helped with 
scoring. “We even had to have 
a shoot off to decide placement 
in some divisions because of all 
the 99- and 98-out-of-100 scores.”

The overall high score went 
to Austin Harris of Gateway-
Clay-Busters from Defiance 
with a perfect score of 100 out of 
100. Top honors for Ladies divi-
sion went to Samantha Foppe of 
Team Henges from High Ridge 
with a score of 98 out of 100. Re-
bekah Lowen, Emily Hampson, 
Tricia Cook, Torie Beckmann 
and Katy Stecker of Gateway 
Clay-Busters took team overall 
high score for Ladies with 441 
out of 500. High school divi-
sion champs were Corey Green, 
Joseph Mace, Tyler Schulte, 
Zach Schmitz and Kurt Grote 
of Gateway Clay-Busters with 
a team score of 487 out of 500.

“Some of these kids are 
multi-sport athletes, but for 
many of them, this is their pas-
sion,” said Edwards. “I talked 
to one young lady who just 
returned from shooting in a 
tournament in Florida. It’s how 
she spent her spring break! 
These outstanding youth, along 
with their dedicated coaches, 
show that not only is Missouri 
a great place to hunt and fish, 
but a great place to enjoy the 
shooting sports too!
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For a complete list of scores 
and winners, visit Missouri 
Trap Shooters Association on-
line at motraps.com/.

MONTANA
Sage Grouse Trapping 
& Translocation Project 

Completed
A two-year sage grouse 

trapping project that captured a 
total of 40 birds on the northern 
Montana prairie for transloca-
tion to Alberta has been com-
pleted.

In Canada sage grouse are 
classified as an endangered spe-
cies, and wildlife officials say 
their numbers in southeastern 
Alberta have declined about 80 
percent since 1970. In an effort 
to increase the population of 
birds there, Alberta biologists 
in 2010 asked permission to 
capture up to 40 sage grouse in 
Montana and bring them across 
the international border for re-
establishment. 

Last year biologists and 
technicians with the Montana 
Department of Fish, Wildlife 

& Parks (FWP) and Alberta 
Sustainable Resource Devel-
opment, a ministry within the 
provincial government, were 
hampered by poor weather and 
were only able to capture and 
moved nine of the birds from 
southern Phillips County. The 
final trapping and transferring 
of 31additional birds from sites 
in southern Valley County took 
place over the past few weeks. 

“Unlike last year, this year 
we had excellent weather and 
operating conditions, which al-
lowed everything to go smooth-
ly,” said FWP Region 6 Biologist 
Kelvin Johnson, who coordi-
nated the project on the United 
States’ side. “The releases also 
took place without any prob-
lems. To date, the birds there 
appear to be keying in on the 
habitat. Some birds also appear 
to be nesting.”

The trapping project in-
volved locating the birds dur-
ing the day at their breed-
ing display areas, commonly 
known as leks, and coming 
back to capture them at night 
using all-terrain vehicles, spot-
lights and long-handled nets. 

A total of 37 female sage 
grouse and three males were 
captured and moved. All cap-
tured and released birds were 
fitted with GPS radios to allow 
Canadian biologists to follow 
them and determine their sur-
vival and reproductive success.  

Biologists say the Canadian 
birds are naturally associated 
with the northern Montana 
sage grouse. In many areas of 
Montana, particularly in FWP 
Region 6, sage grouse num-
bers remain steady and strong 
because important habitat has 
been protected. 

“This translocation came 
out of a larger, cooperative 
conservation and habitat ef-
fort called the Northern Sage 
Brush Steppe Initiative, which 
has resulted in close coordina-
tion over the last six years for 
the Alberta, Saskatchewan and 
Montana wildlife agencies,” 
said FWP Region 6 Supervisor 
Pat Gunderson. 

The sage grouse transloca-
tion project – which underwent 
public review in an Environ-
mental Assessment and ap-
proval by the Montana Fish, 
Wildlife & Parks Commission 
-- is not expected to negatively 
impact overall bird numbers. 
In Valley and Phillips counties 
the estimated minimum spring 
population of sage grouse has 
been 15,000 birds over the past 
five years.

“We feel that helping Alberta 
wildlife managers maintain 
their sage grouse population 
will help to keep the birds off the 
endangered species list in the 
United States by maintaining 

and hopefully expanding their 
overall range,” Gunderson said.

NORTH DAKOTA
Game and Fish Pays 
$484,000 in Property 

Taxes
The North Dakota Game 

and Fish Department recently 
paid $484,822 in taxes to coun-
ties in which the department 
owns or leases land. The 2011 
in-lieu-of-tax payments are the 
same as property taxes paid by 
private landowners.

The Game and Fish De-
partment manages more than 
200,000 acres for wildlife habi-
tat and public hunting in 50 
counties. The department does 
not own or manage any land in 
Traill or Renville counties.

Following is a list of coun-
ties and the tax payments 
they received: Adams, 141.18; 
Billings, 0.00; Grant, 668.47; 
Ramsey, 3,706.43; Barnes, 
4,687.02; Griggs, 388.62; Ran-
som, 1,220.33; Benson, 3,320.89; 
Hettinger, 3,020.48; Richland, 
14,959.16; Bottineau, 4,313.42; 
Kidder,  9,671.99; Rolette, 
18,860.49; Bowman, 1,470.22; 
LaMoure, 6,881.08; Sargent, 
12,822.69; Burke, 748.67; Logan, 
1,462.03; Sheridan, 60,835.64; 
Burleigh, 25,622.37; McHenry, 
1,551.15; Sioux, 395.44; Cass, 
6,508.24; McIntosh, 7,109.54; 
Slope, 1,583.42;  Cavalier, 
21,375.08; McKenzie, 32,468.02; 
Stark, 233.17; Dickey, 16,428.27; 
McLean, 50,570.15; Steele, 
8,588.51; Divide, 1,407.01; 
Mercer, 10,874.90; Stutsman, 
7,675.51;  Dunn, 6,673.06; 
Morton, 16,583.30; Towner, 

2,049.83; Eddy, 3,572.13; Moun-
trail, 9,088.82; Walsh, 8,652.13; 
Emmons, 3,330.99; Nelson, 
4,766.52; Ward, 91.63; Fos-
ter, 2,983.80; Oliver, 2,475.03; 
Wells, 46,414.47; Golden Valley, 
185.20; Pembina, 14,744.34; Wil-
liams, 7,647.71; Grand Forks, 
11,837.01; Pierce, 2,157.23 
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Game and Fish Using 
Airplane for Seeding 

WMAs
The North Dakota Game 

and Fish Department is using 
an airplane to seed portions 
of wildlife management areas 
south of Bismarck-Mandan and 
near Lake Sakakawea.

Bill Haase, wildlife resource 
management supervisor, said 
seeding by airplane is needed 
because certain areas are inac-
cessible by ground equipment.

“We are seeding grass and 
some forbs species on 1,100 
acres of the Oahe bottoms and 
another 500 acres on Douglas 
Creek, Detrobriand and Beaver 
Creek,” Haase said. “Our intent 
is to have more desirable spe-
cies out-compete nondesirable 
species for wildlife habitat.”   

The project is underway and 
will continue through April.


