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To meet the exemption re-

quirements for the newly de-
fined retail pet store, buyers 
must be allowed to physically 
enter the retail seller’s place of 
business or residence in order to 
personally observe the animals 
available for sale prior to pur-
chase and/or to take custody of 
the animals after purchase. In 
addition, breeders must have 
four or less breeding females 
and can only sell the offspring 
of the breeding females that 
were born and raised on their 
premises, and sold for pets or 
exhibition.

USDA/APHIS issued a 
press release this afternoon: 
USDA Proposes to Close Loop-
hole on Retail Pet Sales to 
Ensure Health and Humane 
Treatment which can be found 
at this link: http://tinyurl.
com/7b9kbpj 

The notice is scheduled for 
publication within a week in 
the Federal Register. The pro-
posed rule and an FAQ are cur-
rently available at www.aphis.
usda.gov.  

Proposed Rule is Docket 
No. APHIS-2011-0003, Regula-
tory Analysis and Development 
PPD APHIS, Station 3A-03.8, 
4700 River Road Unit 118, 
Riverdale, MD, 20737-1238.

Once the rule is published 
there will be a 60 day comment 
period.  

The APHIS Factsheet states: 
under the proposed rule, no 
dog or other pet animal will 
be sold at retail without either 
public or APHIS oversight. 
Obviously this rulemaking 

proposal will have far reach-
ing impacts on sportsmen, dog, 
cat, and small animal breeders. 
SAOVA will distribute further 
analysis and updates as the rule 
making process continues.  

Susan Wolf

Sportsmen’s & Animal 
Owners’ Voting Alliance

Working to Identify and 
Elect Supportive Legislators

A Clean Gun is a Ready 
Gun

Whether you shoot often 
or occasionally, the fact is that 
most firearms operate more 
smoothly and dependably 
when cleaned and cared for 
properly. The bad news is that 
if you’ve ever spoken to other 
shooters, you know that there 
are as many theories on gun 
cleaning and care as there are 
types of firearms and ammuni-
tions. To say this information is 
confusing and overwhelming 
is an understatement. Now, 
you have better information 
available.

The staff at Otis Technology 
has developed a series of videos 
that can guide you through 
proper care and cleaning of 
nearly any type of firearm. 
You’ll find more than a dozen 
guidance videos, plus another 
section with useful gun clean-
ing tips. Another series of vid-
eos helps solve the mystery of 
cleaning patches—and which 
ones to use in your next fire-
arm cleaning chore. This is one 
series of videos that nearly ev-
eryone who pulls a trigger will 
benefit from watching.

Of course no gun cleaning 
projects should be undertaken 
without first knowing the rules 
of gun safety. You should also 
look for the section on prod-
uct discounts. Saving money 
means more dollars to buy 
more ammunition—and shoot 
more often. And if you need 
more reason to buy a new shot-
gun or rifle, some stores and 
gun shops are having sales now 
as hunters think about hunting  
gobblers with a scattergun or 
are make plans for a summer 
varmint hunt with a rifle.

State News

CAlifoRNiA
Adult and Youth Artists 

Sought to Enter 2012 
California State Duck 

Stamp  Contest
Adult and youth artists 

from around the country are 
invited to submit their original 
artwork to the 2012 California 
Duck Stamp Contest. The Cali-
fornia Department of Fish and 
Game (DFG) will accept sub-
missions from April 30 through 
May 30.

This is the first year the con-
test is open to youth artists – in 
previous years it was geared to 
artists 18 or older. The youth 
contest is open to any artist 
under the age of 18 as of April 
30, 2012. The winning artwork 
from the adult contest will be 
reproduced on the 2012 Califor-
nia Duck Stamp and the youth 
winner will receive an award. 
The top contest submissions 
will also be showcased at the 
Pacific Flyway Decoy Associa-
tion’s art show in July.

The picture must depict the 
species selected by the Califor-
nia Fish and Game Commis-
sion, which is the Aleutian Can-
ada Goose (Branta canadensis 
leucopareia).

The design is to be in full 
color and in the medium (or 
combination of mediums) of the 
artist’s choosing, except that no 
photographic process, digital 
art, metallic paints or fluores-

cent paints may be used in the 
finished design. Photographs, 
computer-generated art, art 
produced from a computer 
printer or other computer/
mechanical output device (air 
brush method excepted) are not 
eligible to be entered into the 
contest and will be disqualified. 
The design must be the contes-
tant’s original “hand drawn” 
creation. The entry design may 
not be copied or duplicated 
from previously published art, 
including photographs, or from 
images in any format published 
on the Internet.

All entries must be accom-
panied by a completed par-
ticipation agreement and entry 
form. These forms and the offi-
cial rules are available online at 
www.dfg.ca.gov/duckstamp.

Entries will be judged at a 
public event to be held in Sac-
ramento in June. The judges’ 
panel, which will consist of 
experts in the fields of orni-
thology, conservation, and art 
and printing will choose first-, 
second- and third-place win-
ners along with an honorable 
mention in both contests.

Since 1971, the California 
Duck Stamp Program’s an-
nual contest has attracted top 
wildlife artists from around the 
country. All proceeds generated 
from stamp sales go directly to 
waterfowl conservation proj-
ects throughout California. In 
past years, hunters were re-

quired to purchase and affix the 
stamp to their hunting license. 
Now California has moved to 
an automated licensing sys-
tem and hunters are no longer 
required to carry the physical 
stamps in the field (proof of 
purchase prints directly onto 
the license). However, DFG will 
still produce the stamps, which 
can be requested by interested 
individuals on DFG’s website 
at www.dfg.ca.gov/licensing/
collectorstamps/.

ColoRADo
Women invited to learn 
shotgun, fly-fishing and 

archery skills
Colorado Parks and Wildlife 

is inviting   women interested 
in learning the basics of fly-
fishing, shotgun shooting and 
archery to attend the popular 
Cast, Blast and Twang seminar 
to be held in Collbran, Saturday, 
May 19. 

Taught by Colorado Parks 
and Wildlife officers and vol-
unteers, the three-part class is 
designed specifically for those 
who have an interest in learning 
about these popular outdoor 
activities in a comfortable, 
women-only class.

“Some women may not 
have a mentor or an experi-
enced person to teach them 
these skills, and this class is per-
fect for them,” said Education 
Coordinator Kathleen Tadvick. 

Cast, Blast and Twang is 
part of Colorado Parks and 
Wildlife’s Women Afield Pro-
gram. Through workshops, 

http://tinyurl.com/7b9kbpj
http://tinyurl.com/7b9kbpj
http://www.aphis.usda.gov/
http://www.aphis.usda.gov/
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clinics, seminars, and edu-
cational hunts, the program 
focuses on teaching the skills, 
ethics and traditions of hunting 
to novice women.

The clinic begins at 8:30 a.m. 
and is scheduled to conclude 
mid-afternoon of the same day.

For additional details, or 
to register for the class, please 
contact Kathleen Tadvick at 
970-255-6181.

Prairie Chicken Tours 
offer Colorado wonder

Birders, families, and wild-
life fans alike will delight in 
this opportunity to watch the 
annual courtship dance of the 
greater prairie chicken, one 
of Colorado’s amazing avian 
inhabitants.   On weekends 
throughout March and April, 
the town of Wray, Colorado 
in partnership with the Colo-
rado Parks and Wildlife, will 
offer guided tours to view the 
birds - locally called the “sand-
hill dancers” - in their natural 
habitat.

“Many birders visit Wray 
to see the prairie chickens and 
mark them off their “Life Lists” 
for bird watching,” said Josh 
Melby, district wildlife manager 
for Wray, “ What they find here 
is one of the most fascinating 
and memorable mating rituals 
they’ll ever see in the wild.”

Each year, wildlife enthu-
siasts and birdwatchers come 
from around the world to enjoy 
this rare opportunity to view 
greater prairie chickens and 
their exotic courtship display. 
To ensure that wildlife watchers 

avoid any harmful disturbance 
to the birds during the court-
ship period, tour participants 
will use a special viewing blind, 
seating only 20 people per 
trip. Reservations are required. 
For more information, go to: 
http://www.wraychamber.
net or call the Wray Chamber 
of Commerce at 970-332-3484.

Greater prairie chickens 
were declared endangered in 
1972, but have recovered due 
to cooperative efforts of local 
landowners and the Colorado 
Parks and Wildlife. There are 
approximately 10,000 to 12,000 
greater prairie chickens in the 
state at this time, most of which 
live on private property in the 
sandhill region of northeast 
Colorado.

The greater prairie chick-
en tours are made possible 
through a cooperative effort of   
Colorado Parks and Wildlife, 
the East Yuma County Histori-
cal Society, the Wray Chamber 
of Commerce, and local land-
owners and volunteers. The 
town of Wray is located on US 
hwy 34, about three hours driv-
ing time from Denver or Fort 
Collins.

Did you know?
- Colorado is home to 9 

species of grouse; the greater 
prairie chicken, lesser prairie 
chicken, dusky grouse (former-
ly blue grouse), sharp-tailed 
grouse, greater sage grouse, 
Gunnison sage grouse, the 
mountain sharp-tailed grouse, 
the plains sharp-tailed grouse 
and white tailed ptarmigan. All 
grouse have feathered legs.

- You can participate in 

tours to see the sharp-tailed 
grouse courtship dances in the 
Yampa Valley, and the greater 
sage grouse in Walden. For in-
formation, see http://wildlife.
state.co.us/Viewing/Events-
Festivals/

-Some traditional dances 
of the North American Plains 
Indians are believed to have 
been inspired by the courtship 
dances of the prairie chicken.

-The Conservation Reserve 
Program of the U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture may be one 
helpful tool for prairie-chicken 
conservation. Farmers enrolled 
in the program agree to plant 
appropriate vegetation on eli-
gible fields, field edges and 
stream banks to create wild-
life habitat and retain topsoil. 
Agricultural lands restored to 
grasslands under the CRP pro-
gram could be valuable habitat 
for Greater Prairie-Chickens in 
some areas. To learn more about 
the CRP and/or how you can 
enroll see: http://www.fsa.
usda.gov/FSA/crp 

For more information about 
viewing wildlife in Colorado, 
go to:

http://wildlife.state.co.us/
Viewing/Pages/Viewing.aspx

DElAWARE
2012 Delaware Junior 
Duck Stamp winners 

announced
Statistic entries created by 

students in grades K through 
12 from all over the state were 
judged in the 2012 Junior Duck 
Stamp Contest. Winners are on 

display at the Bombay Hook 
National Wildlife Refuge Visi-
tor Center near Smyrna now 
through Saturday, April 7.

Maria Ji, a 16-year-old from 
Wilmington and first place win-
ner for grades 10 through 12, 
won best of show for the third 
consecutive year. Her acrylic 
painting depicts a spectacled 
eider on the water. 

Second runner-up was Tony 
Monaco, age 11, of Seaford, for 
his oil painting of a Canada 
goose. 

Third runner-up was Han-
nah Doyle, age 12, of Seaford, 
for her watercolor of a green-
winged teal.

Maria’s winning Duck 
Stamp entry will be judged 
along with other state winners 
on April 20 in the Federal Junior 
Duck Stamp Design Contest, 
sponsored by the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service’s Office of the 
Interior and slated to be held 
this year at the Patuxent Re-
search Refuge in Laurel, Md., 
near Washington, D.C. The 
best of show winner of the fed-
eral competition will have his 
or her artwork made into the 
2012-2013 Junior Duck Stamp 
and will also receive a $5,000 
scholarship.

“The Junior Duck Stamp 
program is unique because it 
teaches biology and habitat 
conservation through scien-
tific observation and artistic 
interpretation to K through 12 
students,” said Dawn Webb, 
coordinator of the Delaware 
Junior Duck Stamp program.

Dorothy McCormick, age 8, 
the winner of this year’s kin-

dergarten through third grade 
division, said she studied ducks 
in the pond near her Mills-
boro home and in bird books 
to create her watercolor of an 
American wigeon. “When you 
start, you think it’s about the 
art,” said her mother, Shawna 
McCormick. “But you really 
need to understand the ducks 
and their environment.”

“The opportunity to com-
pete in something is always an 
asset for kids’ learning,” said 
judge Rick Berry, a member of 
Delaware’s Advisory Council 
on Wildlife and Freshwater Fish 
and of Ducks Unlimited. “It 
gives kids the chance to learn 
about habitat around them, to 
learn about wildlife around 
them.” 

The judges panel also in-
cluded Delaware Division of 
Fish and Wildlife Director Da-
vid Saveikis; retired wildlife 
biologist Bill Whitman, who 
founded the Delaware Junior 
Duck Stamp Contest in 1994; 
well-known wildlife artist and 
Federal Duck Stamp Competi-
tion winner Richard Clifton of 

Milford; and Dan Stotts, biolo-
gist, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Ser-
vice. Judges base their decisions 
on anatomical accuracy of the 
waterfowl depicted, how well 
the work illustrates the species 
and its habitat, and which art-
work would translate best into 
a stamp.

All 33 participants in the 
18th annual contest received 
a certificate, ribbons and 
prizes from sponsors. Entries, 
which depict a species chosen 
from a list of North American 
waterfowl, were sponsored by 
teachers, schools, organizations 
and individuals.

First place winners are:
Grades K-3: Dorothy Mc-

Cormick, age 8, of Millsboro, 
“Swimming Along.”

Grades 4-6: Tie: Tony Mona-
co, age 11, of Seaford, “Canada 
Goose on the Nanticoke,” and 
Daniel Winston, age 12, of Mil-
ford, untitled. Tony won first 
place for grades 4-6 last year 
and first place for grades K-3 
in 2010.
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Grades 7-9: Hannah Doyle, 
age 12, of Seaford, “Duck on a 
Pond.”

Grades 10-12: Maria Ji, age 
16, of Wilmington, untitled.

Second place winners are: 
    Grades K-3: Mercy Win-

ston, age 8, of Milford.
    Grades 4-6: Kayla Booros, 

age 11, of Bridgeville.
    Grades 7-9: Rachael Win-

ston, age 13, of Milford.
Grades 10-12: Alicia Hale, 

age 15, of Bridgeville.
Third place winners are: 
  Grades K-3: Samuel Win-

ston, age 5, of Milford.
Grades 4-6: Tie: Wayne Mor-

ris, age 10, of Clayton, and 
Grace Winston, age 10, of Mil-
ford.

 Grades 7-9: Bridget John-
son, age 13, of Seaford.

Grades 10-12: Tie: Josiah 
Winston, age 15, and Joy Win-
ston, age 17, both of Milford.

Honorable mentions are: 
Grades K-3: Emma Jane 

Morris, age 5, Clayton; Parker 
Reb, age 5, Felton; Talon Webb, 
age 7, Greenwood; and Aaron 
Reb, age 7, Felton.

Grades 4-6: Rocklin Reb, age 
11, Felton; Bayleigh Carlisle, 
age 10, Seaford; Magdalyn Reb, 
age 9, Felton; Atira Forrest, age 
10, Newark; Fiona Piper, age 
11, Newark; Sabrina Baillie, 
age 11, Newark; Alice Toll, age 
10, Newark; Quinton Kramack, 
age 10, Newark; John Rich-
mond, age 10, Newark; Sarah 
Schoen, age 10, Newark; Gevon 
Cheatham, age 11, Newark; and 

Michael Jones, age 11, Newark.
Grades 7-9: Jerald Reb, age 

12, Felton.
Grades 10-12: Jonathan 

Winston, age 19, Milford.  
Conservation message win-

ners are:
First place: Alicia Hale, age 

15, Bridgeville – “Conservation 
is fighting today to save tomor-
row.”

Second place: Josiah Win-
ston, age 15, Milford – “By 
preserving our wetlands, we 
can help protect our plants and 
wildlife.”

Third place: Jerald Reb, 
age 12, Felton – “Animals and 
plants are important because 
without them humans could 
not survive.   Also, they are fun 
to observe and it would be sad 
without them.”   

Honorable Mention: Doro-
thy McCormick, age 8, Mills-
boro – Ducks Unite Caring 
Kids!   

Honorable Mention: Bay-
leigh Carlisle, age 10, Seaford 
– “We need to keep all wildlife 
safe by not polluting, over 
harvesting and creating more 
wildlife habitats.”   

Bombay Hook National 
Wildlife Refuge is located at 
2591 Whitehall Neck Road, 
Smyrna, DE 19977, off Route 
9 east of the town of Smyrna.   
The refuge’s visitor center is 
open from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
weekdays and from 9 a.m. to 5 
p.m. Saturdays and Sundays. 
The refuge is open from sunrise 
to sunset; entrance fees apply. 
For more information about the 

refuge, please visit www.fws.
gov/northeast/bombayhook.

For more information about 
displaying the artwork or about 
the Delaware Junior Duck 
Stamp Contest, please contact 
Dawn Webb, contest coordina-
tor, 302-422-1329.

The Junior Duck Stamp 
Competition is a federal pro-
gram that is sponsored in Dela-
ware by the DNREC Division of 
Fish and Wildlife.
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floRiDA
Apply for special-

opportunity fall hunts
Outta’ the Woods
Friday, May 04, 2012
Media contact: Tony Young
If you haven’t been seeing 

the quantity or quality of game 
you’d like, you may want to 
consider applying for a special-
opportunity hunt. For the past 
15 years, the Florida Fish and 
Wildlife Conservation Com-
mission (FWC) has offered 
these unique fall-season hunts 
for deer, wild hog and released 
quail on the state’s arguably 
best public hunting lands. 
Maybe it’s time you look into 
getting in on the action and ex-
perience the hunt of a lifetime.

These extraordinary hunts 
offer large tracts of land with 
an abundance of game and 
low hunting pressure. All deer 
hunts enable you to take only 
mature bucks with at least one 
antler having four or more 
points, one inch or longer. 
Hunters can take does during 

archery hunts and, if they draw 
an antlerless deer permit, also 
during general gun hunts. This 
practice of deer management 
offers hunters excellent chances 
of taking quality bucks and the 
opportunity to take a doe on 
public land. Wild hogs also are 
legal to take, and there is no size 
or bag limit on them.

These special-opportunity 
deer and wild hog hunts take 
place on Fort Drum (Indian 
River County), Lake Panasoff-
kee (Sumter County), Triple N 
Ranch (Osceola County) and 
Green Swamp West Unit (Pasco 
County) wildlife management 
areas.

Fort Drum has 20 permits 
available for its seven-day 
general-gun deer and hog hunt 
on 20,858 acres; they cost $50, 
should you get drawn. Lake 
Panasoffkee offers eight four-
day archery hunts on the 8,676-
acre tract, which cost $100 each. 
Triple N Ranch has two seven-
day general-gun deer and hog 
hunts on its 15,391 acres, and 
each permit costs $175.

Green Swamp West Unit is 
where James Stovall took the 
state’s highest-scoring deer on 
record – a 25-point, nontypical 
that netted a 206 Boone-and-
Crockett score. He took the tro-
phy buck in 1999 after getting 
drawn for the special-oppor-
tunity archery hunt. The area 
offers archery and gun hunts on 
34,335 acres, and permits cost 
$100 each.

The FWC also has week-
long released-quail hunts on 
the Blackwater Carr Unit in 
Santa Rosa County. With these 

hunts, you must bring and 
release your own pen-raised 
quail. There’s just one $100 
permit available for each of the 
16 weeks, and if you’re lucky 
enough to draw one, you and 
up to three of your friends will 
have the entire 590 acres to 
yourselves.

If you’d like to apply for any 
of these great hunts, the first 
thing you’ll need to do is get a 
2012-2013 Special-Opportunity 
Fall Hunt Worksheet – available 
at MyFWC.com/License.

Beginning at 10 a.m. (EDT) 
on May 1, you can submit your 
completed application at My-
FWC.com/License or at any 
county tax collector’s office or 
license agent. The application 
period runs through June 5.

These coveted permits are 
issued by random drawing, 
and you may apply for as many 
hunts and dates as you like to 
increase your chances of being 
selected. You must include a $5 
nonrefundable fee for each hunt 
you apply for, though hunters 
are limited to drawing only one 
permit per hunt.

If you’re selected in the 
random drawing, you have 
until the deadline specified 
to pay the cost of the selected 
hunt. You can do this online at 
MyFWC.com/License or at any 
license agent or tax collector’s 
office. If not, you forfeit it, and 
it’ll go to the next applicant se-
lected in the random drawing.             

Whether still hunting by 
yourself or hunting with family 
and friends for deer, hogs or re-
leased quail, the FWC’s special-
opportunity fall hunts are just 

what the doctor ordered for a 
premium hunting experience.

GEoRGiA
Temporary Closures 
Upcoming for Two 

Public Shooting Ranges
Two of Georgia’s public 

shooting ranges located on 
Wildlife Management Areas 
(WMA) will close for a short 
period of time beginning later 
this month, according to the 
Georgia Department of Natural 
Resources, Wildlife Resources 
Division (WRD).  

The two ranges are the 
Richmond Hill WMA Shooting 
Range and the Wilson Shoals 
WMA Shooting Range:

Richmond Hill WMA Shoot-
ing Range, located in Bryan 
County, will temporarily close 
for safety reasons on May 14 
due to nearby timber manage-
ment.   Current plans are to 
re-open the 100-yard range by 
June 15.    

Wilson Shoals WMA Shoot-
ing Range, located near Gaines-
ville in Hall County, will close 
on May 22 only to complete 
improvements to this 75-yard 
firearms range.   These im-
provements include installing 
seating for waiting shooters, 
constructing a sign-in area, 
upgrading the restroom and in-
stalling a gun-cleaning station.  

Georgia has 18 public shoot-
ing ranges (firearms or shotgun 
ranges) and 11 archery ranges.   
To receive free updates on 
ranges (closures, new ranges, 
etc.), be sure to “click” on 
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the red envelope at http://
georgiawildlife.com/hunting/
archery-shooting-ranges and 
sign up!  

Range visitors should note 
that most areas require posses-
sion of a  Georgia Outdoor Rec-
reational Pass (GORP) or other 
qualifying license prior to use.   
Be sure you have the appro-
priate license before visiting.   
For information, visit http://
georgiawildlife.com/hunting/
archery-shooting-ranges.  

Georgia DNR Accepting 
Public Comment on Grant to 
Increase Public Access

Expanding and enhanc-
ing public access to Wildlife 
Management areas is a priority 
for the Georgia Department of 
Natural Resources, Wildlife 
Resources Division (WRD).   A 
grant received by WRD will as-
sist with this priority, but first 
the agency is seeking public 
comment for a required envi-
ronmental assessment prior to 
the funds being awarded.  

The grant is through the Vol-
untary Public Access-Habitat 
Incentive Program of the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture’s 
Farm Service Agency. Using 
the existing Wildlife Manage-
ment Area (WMA) program as 
a model, WRD’s grant proposal 
will provide new public hunt-
ing and fishing opportunities 
through participating landown-
ers.  

“Our goal is to enroll an 
additional 15,000 WMA acres 
as well as add 1,000 to 1,200 
acres of dove fields,” says 
Alex Coley, assistant chief of 
Game Management. “Partici-

pating landowners will benefit 
from improved wildlife habitat 
through technical guidance, 
management recommendations 
and habitat development from 
WRD personnel.” 

The state currently leases 
more than 120,000 acres of 
WMAs and dove fields for the 
current public access program. 
This grant would expand this 
acreage by providing more 
than $300,000 for the next three 
years.  

Also allowable may be rec-
reational activities that are 
compatible with hunting and 
fishing. These include bird 
watching, hiking, nature ob-
servation and canoeing as well 
as possibly mountain biking 
and horseback riding. These 
activities will be negotiated 
in the individual landowner 
agreements.  

Wildlife Resources will 
evaluate potential lands for 
appropriate habitat and acces-
sibility. These lands will receive 
promotion in the official Geor-
gia Hunting Seasons & Regula-
tions guide and through media 
outreach.  

A portion of the grant pro-
vides coordination for private 
landowners to offer public 
hunting, fishing and other out-
door recreation opportunities 
on their land -- without being 
added to the WMA system. 
These public offerings could be 
targeted to specific groups such 
as youth, people with disabili-
ties, or other special audiences, 
as directed by the donor or the 
agency.  

WRD conducted a Pro-
grammatic Environmental As-
sessment (PEA) as part of the 
grant process. The public is 
encouraged to review the PEA 
and the full proposal, then 
provide comments. Comments 
will be accepted through April 
14, 2012.  

You can find the proposal, 
PEA and how to comment at 
www.georgiawildlife.com/
node/2892 .  

New Mobile App on 
Target for Georgia 

outdoorsmen!
Enhance your outdoor ex-

perience by downloading the 
new mobile app from the Geor-
gia Department of Natural Re-
sources.   The Official Georgia 
DNR Pocket Ranger® Mobile 
Tour Guide is offered free and is 
on-target for all hunters, fisher-
men and outdoorsmen accord-
ing to the Georgia Department 
of Natural Resources, Wildlife 
Resources Division.  

The Pocket Ranger® is an 
all-encompassing app that 
allows you to explore the out-
doors like you never have 
before. Pocket Ranger® gives 
users full access to informa-
tion for each of Georgia’s DNR 
facilities—look up hunting 
regulations, retrieve facility 
maps, buy licenses and per-
mits and stay current on our 
events. The app’s advanced 
GPS section allows users to 
track, mark, record and share 
their explorations and discov-
eries easily with other Pocket 
Ranger® users as well as family 
and friends.  

This new app, developed for 
IPhone and Android platforms, 
uses some of the most advanced 
GPS smartphone technology 
to provide users with valuable 
features that will enhance their 
visits to Wildlife Management 
Areas (WMA), Public Fishing 
Areas (PFA) and other state 
owned lands. The app—devel-
oped collaboratively between 
Georgia’s Department of Natu-
ral Resources and ParksByNa-
ture Network—is available for 
free to smartphone users, and 
can be downloaded by visiting 
Apple iTunes, Android Market 
or www.StateParkApps.com. 

“The new Pocket Ranger® 
Mobile Tour Guide makes ex-
ploring Georgia’s outdoor areas 
easier than ever,” said Dan For-
ster, Wildlife Resources Direc-
tor. “It has an activity search 
feature which allows you to 
find the closest place to hunt, 
fish, ride horses, bird watch 
or just explore trails.   It also 
includes detailed descriptions 
of each area with all amenities 
available at the site, current 
weather reports and maps for 
WMAs, PFAS and all state 
owned lands.”  

GPS technology plays a 
pivotal role in the app’s safety 
functions, including a safety 
alert feature that informs des-
ignated contacts on your phone 
of your GPS coordinates in case 
of an emergency.  

“I am very excited about 
the new safety alert feature 
which will assist us finding 
your location if you are lost,” 
said Forster.   “This technol-
ogy will aid our Conservation 

Rangers in providing assistance 
if needed.”  

This spring, Pocket Rang-
er® introduces GeoChallenge, 
a new feature that includes 
geoquest activities as well as 
games. Enjoy the fun, new ways 
to navigate, learn and explore 
your favorite areas by complet-
ing the various challenges. The 
challenges and quests will be 
added and updated regularly.  

With an extensive list of 
features, social sharing options 
and safety functions, the Official 
Georgia DNR Pocket Ranger® 
Mobile Tour Guide is one of 
the most highly developed, free 
apps on the market. Download 
it today to begin the fun!

ioWA
Public Comments 

Sought on Proposed 
Changes to Deer, 

Waterfowl, furbearer 
Seasons

Public comment is being 
sought through May 23 on 
changes to Iowa’s waterfowl, 
deer and furbearer seasons, ap-

proved recently by the Natural 
Resource Commission. A public 
hearing to discuss the changes 
and accept comments will be 
held at 1 p.m. May 23 on the 4th 
floor of the Wallace State Office 
Building in Des Moines. 

The proposed waterfowl 
changes include a three-zone, 
two-season split, with the Mis-
souri River zone as the new 
third zone.   The change would 
also reduce the Canada goose 
zone boundaries and allow 
landowners and their families 
to have the opportunity to 
hunt their own land within the 
closed zone. 

Proposed resident deer 
hunting changes include re-
ducing the county antlerless 
quotas by 13,000 in 20 counties, 
eliminating the November ant-
lerless deer season, shortening 
the January antlerless season by 
one week and limiting hunters 
who obtain an early muzzle-
loader license from obtaining 
an antlerless license during ei-
ther of the two shotgun seasons.

To read the proposals in 
their entirety, go to the Iowa De-
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partment of Natural Resources 
website at www.iowadnr.gov 
and click on “Hunting.” (Re-
view the Proposed Changes) 

Interested parties may make 
written suggestions or com-
ments on the proposals on or 
before May 23. Written com-
ments may be directed to Wild-
life Bureau Chief, Wallace State 
Office Building, 502 E.9th St., 
Des Moines, IA 50319-0034, by 
email to wildlife@dnr.iowa.
gov, or by fax at 515-281-6794. 
Persons wishing to convey their 
comments orally may contact 
the Wildlife Bureau by phone at 
515-281-5034, or visit the fourth 
floor of the Wallace State Office 
Building during regular busi-
ness hours. 

The public hearing will 
begin at 1 p.m., May 23, on the 
fourth floor of the Wallace State 
Office Building in Des Moines. 
Persons may present their 
views either orally or in writ-
ing. Participants will be asked 
to give their name and address 
for the record and to confine 
their remarks to the subject of 
the amendments. 

Any person who intends to 
attend the public hearing and 
has special requirements, such 
as those related to hearing or 
mobility impairments, should 
contact the Iowa Department 
of Natural Resources to request 
specific accommodations.

Plan Now for Next 
Winter for Pheasants, 

other Wildlife
Now is the time to begin 

planning shelterbelts and food 

plots for next winter.   
Winter food plots of corn, 

sorghum, or other grains are 
used by all kinds of wildlife 
to help them survive.   Well-
designed shelterbelts provide 
important cover and food plots 
an additional food source to 
help pheasant, quail, and other 
wildlife survive periods of 
heavy snow.   

“There have been few docu-
mented cases of pheasants actu-
ally starving to death in Iowa,” 
said Todd Bogenschutz, upland 
wildlife research biologist with 
the Department of Natural Re-
sources.   “Virtually all of Iowa’s 
winter mortality is attributed 
to severe winter storms with 
the birds dying of exposure to 
predators or the weather.”   

Shelterbelts provide excel-
lent winter cover for pheasants 
and other wildlife from expo-
sure from predators or weather.   
A food plot associated with 
a shelterbelt likely improves 
survival.   

So why plant food plots for 
pheasants if they seldom starve 
in winter?   

“First, food plots provide 
winter habitat as well as food. 
In fact, if properly designed and 
large enough, the habitat created 
by a food plot is much more 
beneficial to wildlife than the 
food itself.   Second, food plots 
allow pheasants to obtain a meal 
quickly thereby limiting their 
exposure to predators and maxi-
mizing their energy reserves,” 
said Bogenschutz.   “If hens have 
good fat supplies coming out of 
the winter, they are more likely 
to nest successfully.”   

Bogenschutz offers the fol-
lowing suggestions for plan-
ning shelterbelts and food plots 
for pheasant and quail:

Corn and sorghum grains 
provide the most reliable food 
source throughout the winter 
as they resist lodging in heavy 
snows.   Pheasants prefer corn 
to sorghum, although sorghum 
provides better winter habitat.   
Sorghum is also less attractive 
to deer.

Place food plots away from 
tall deciduous trees that pro-
vide raptors with a place sit 
and watch food plots and next 
to wetlands, CRP fields, and 
multi-row shrub-conifer shel-
terbelts that provide good win-
ter habitat.

Size of food plots depends 
upon its placement.   If the plot 
is next to good winter cover, a 
smaller plot can be installed, 
but two-acres at minimum.   If 
winter cover is marginal, like a 
ditch, then plot must be larger) 
to provide cover as well as food, 
like 5-10 acres.

Depending on the amount 
of use some food plots can be 
left for two years.   The weedy 
growth that follows in the sec-
ond year provides excellent 
nesting, brood rearing, and 
winter habitat for pheasants 
and other upland wildlife.   
Food plots that have heavy 
deer use generally need to be 
replanted every year.

Cost-share assistance or 
seed for food plot establish-
ment is available from most 
county Pheasants Forever chap-
ters or local coops.   People can 
also contact their local wildlife 

biologist for information on 
how to establish and design 
shelterbelts or food plots that 
benefit wildlife. 

http://www.iowadnr.gov/
Environment/LandSteward-
ship/WildlifeLandownerAs-
sistance/TechnicalAssistance.
aspx

Commission Approves 
Changes to fall Hunting 

Seasons
Changes to Iowa’s water-

fowl, deer and furbearer sea-
sons, were approved during the 
April 12 meeting of the Natural 
Resource Commission of the 
Iowa Department of Natural 
Resources. 

The season proposals will 
be available for public com-
ment in May prior to a public 
hearing on May 23. 

Approved changes to the 
waterfowl regulations include 
a three zone, two season split 
with the Missouri River zone 
as the new third zone, and 
reduced Canada goose zone 
boundaries in some areas. 

Changes to the resident 
deer hunting seasons this fall 
include reducing the county 
antlerless quotas by 13,000 in 
20 counties, eliminating the 
November antlerless deer sea-
son, and shortening the January 
antlerless season by one week. 

Approved changes to fur-
bearer regulations include in-
creasing the bobcat quota from 
350 to 450 and river otter quota 
from 650 to 850. 

DNR offers Help 
During Extended CRP 

Signup
The USDA has extended the 

signup deadline for the general 
Conservation Reserve Program, 
a popular way for landowners 
to conserve land while improv-
ing soil, water and wildlife 
habitat.

  The deadline moved from 
April 6 to 13, giving farmers an 
extra week to enroll in the pro-
gram at their local USDA Farm 
Service Agency office. 

That gives interested land-
owners more time to make 
decisions about which plants to 
plant and which acres to enroll 
or re-enroll. Those decisions 
are important because the Farm 
Service Agency evaluates the 
offers based on the contract cost 
and the Environmental Benefits 
Index. 

The DNR’s biologists and 
foresters can help land own-
ers increase their scores on the 
Environmental Benefits Index, 
enhancing their changes of 
having the contract accepted. 
Higher scores indicate more 
benefits, increasing protection 
for water quality, soil erosion 
and wildlife habitat. For ex-
ample, choosing the steepest 
land to put in CRP will reduce 
soil erosion more than enrolling 
a flatter field. Planting trees or 
a diverse mix of native grasses 
and wildflowers will provide 
a higher score than planting a 
stand of non-native cool season 
grass, but may take more man-
agement and be more costly to 
initially establish.

“Another thing to consider 
is that it’s not about the price 
of corn anymore, it’s about the 
profit margin,” said Todd Bo-
genschutz, the DNR’s pheasant 
biologist. “Input costs, includ-
ing rent, are going up. So with 
$5 and $6 corn, that definitely 
should be a consideration on 
marginal ground.” 

  The DNR’s wildlife bi-
ologists and foresters can offer 
help on plant species that will 
help landowners meet their 
goals for wildlife and erosion 
control. Find out more about 
how to make a competitive 
CRP bid at www.iowadnr.gov 
or www.fsa.usda.gov.

iDAHo
Access modifications 
at sand creek w m a in 

effect until july 1
The recovery of trumpeter 

swans in the Yellowstone Eco-
system has been one of wildlife 
management’s success stories 
over the past seventy five years. 

Among the key locations 
in the ongoing recovery efforts 
has been the Idaho Department 
of Fish & Game’s Sand Creek 
Wildlife Management Area 
near St. Anthony.

The continued attempts to 
nest by trumpeter swans at the 
Sand Creek WMA means that 
Fish and Game will once again 
delay opening access to por-
tions of the WMA until July 1. 

Areas that are specifically 
restricted from all public access 
include Ponds 3 and 4 in the 
main pond complex. It is im-


