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available through the AKC 
website. In addition, the AKC 
and the AKC/CHF launched 
the Breeders Symposia in 1994 
targeted to both novice and 
experienced breeders.

Breeding, as exemplified 
by the Rockefeller creed of 
responsibility, obligation, and 
duty, and as practiced by our 
Parent Club breeders, is a labor 
of love – for dogs. Our breeders 
are not only at the core of what 
we do, they are a powerful force 
in creating the public’s percep-
tion of all we do. We are now 
developing a new social media 
strategy to help tell our story – 
our breeders and their stories 
will be a part of that. At the 
heart of those stories is that the 
difference between a purebred 
dog and a well-bred purebred 
dog is just this: an AKC breeder. 
How can you top a story like 
that?

As always, please feel free 
to contact me at atk@akc.org.

Sincerely,

Alan Kalter

Chairman
AKC Invites All-Breed 

Clubs to Host an Owner-
Handler Series Event
Print This Article

The AKC Owner-Handler 
Series launched in January 2012 
as a pilot program to celebrate 
the owner-handlers who are the 
core of the conformation dog 
sport and make up the major-
ity of show entries. Based on 
the positive feedback received 
from exhibitors, the American 

USDA/APHIS 
NOW ACCEPTING 
COMMENTS ON 
FEDERAL RULE 

PROPOSAL
Yesterday,  a proposed 

change to how the United 
States Department of Agri-
culture (USDA)/Animal and 
Plant Health Inspection Ser-
vice (APHIS) may administer 
federal Animal Welfare Act 
(AWA) regulations affecting 
“Retail Pet Stores and Licensing 
Exemptions” was published to 
the Federal Register. Comments 
on the proposal are now being 
accepted by APHIS.

The American Kennel Club 
continues to believe that the 
proposed changes have the 
potential to significantly impact 
AKC breeders, and encourages 
all interested parties to review 
the proposed rule and offer 
comment.

Questions and Answers: 
Proposed Rule –
Retail Pet Sales
What is APHIS 

proposing?
APHIS is proposing to re-

vise its defi nition of “retail 
pet store” to close a loophole 
that has in some cases threat-
ened the health of pets sold 
sight unseen over the Internet 
and via phone- and mailbased 
businesses. Under the current 
defi nition of “retail pet store,” 
which was developed over 
40 years ago and predates the 

Kennel Club® (AKC®) has 
opened the Series to every All-
Breed club.

Any All-Breed club with an 
event date after July 3, 2012 is 
now eligible to offer the AKC 
Owner-Handler Series at their 
show after applying for it and 
listing it in the premium list. 
The AKC Owner-Handler Se-
ries events currently scheduled 
can be found at: http://www.
akc.org/ohs/events.cfm.

“We launched the AKC 
Owner-Handler Series with a 
handful of events, and based 
on their success, we’re opening 
this Series so that more owner-
handlers can participate,” said 
AKC Director of Event Opera-
tions Bobby Birdsong. “More 
than 80% of dogs in the ring 
are shown by their owners and 
we’re happy to celebrate the 
owner-handler’s dedication to 
their breed and dogs.”

The top-ranked dogs from 
the AKC Owner-Handler Series 
are posted on www.akc.org. 
Rankings of the dogs compet-
ing in the series are compiled 
based on the special Point 
Schedule for Best of Breed, 
Group and Best in Show place-
ments in this specific series 
competition. View the current 
rankings at: http://www.akc.
org/ohs/points_ranking/

For more information about 
eligibility or judging procedure, 
visit the AKC Owner-Handler 
Series Q&A. If you have ques-
tions about hosting one of these 
events, please contact Bri Tesarz 
at glt@akc.org or 919-816-3514.

Internet, some breeders selling 
pets are taking advantage of a 
loophole that improperly ex-
empts them from meeting the 
basic requirements of the Ani-
mal Welfare Act. The proposed 
rule will close this loophole, 
ensuring that animals sold over 
the Internet and via phone- and 
mail-based businesses are bet-
ter monitored for their overall 
health and humane treatment.

The proposal will restore 
the definition to its original 
intent so that it limits the retail 
pet store exemption to only 
business and residences:

• where buyers physically 
enter to observe the animals 
available for sale prior to pur-
chasing them, and

• where only the following 
animals are sold or offered for 
sale at retail for use as pets: 
Dogs, cats, rabbits, guinea pigs, 
hamsters, gerbils, rats, mice, 
gophers, chinchilla, domestic 
ferrets, domestic farm animals, 
birds, and coldblooded species.

APHIS is also proposing to 
increase the number of breed-
ing females from three to four 
that small hobby breeders can 
own and still be exempt from 
licensing requirements. To meet 
the exemption requirements, 
these breeders can only sell the 
offspring of the breeding fe-
males that were born and raised 
on their premises, and sold for 
only pets or exhibition.

Why does APHIS want to 
change this rule?

This proposed rule is in-
tended to help ensure that 
consumers will be purchasing 
healthy animals for pets.

The current definition of 
“retail pet store” was written 
in the 1970s to exempt from 
federal regulation traditional 
pet stores and other facilities 
whose animals are subject to 
a certain degree of oversight 
from customers who enter their 
shop.

Today, the Internet allows 
retailers to sell animals directly 
to the public sight-unseen. Be-
cause the current definition is 
broadly defined, those retailers 
continue to qualify for exemp-
tion, even though they don’t 
meet the intent of the definition. 
As a result, some buyers have 
received animals with a conta-
gious disease, general illness, 
genetic deformities or other 
medical and social issues. Some 
of these buyers also received 
animals that were too young to 
be weaned.

APHIS wants to restore the 
original intent of the Animal 
Welfare Act and modernize its 
regulations to reflect today’s 
business practices.

The change to the small 
hobby breeder licensing ex-
emption will increase the num-
ber of breeding females from 
three to four. This will allow us 
to focus more on the facilities 
that present the greatest risk of 
noncompliance with the regu-
lations.

How will this affect retail 
pet stores?

This proposed rule would 
not affect traditional retail pet 
stores, breeders, and other deal-
ers whose buyers physically 
enter the premises. They will 
continue to be exempt from 
licensing and inspection under 
the Animal Welfare Act. How-
ever, they will still be subject to 
any applicable individual state 
and county regulations.

How will this affect Inter-
net, phone- and mail order 
retailers?

The proposal will affect 
these retailers if they currently 
sell their pet animals to buyers 
sight-unseen.

Pet animal retailers will 
have a choice. They can either 
sell their animals to buyers 
who physically enter their 
store to visibly observe the ani-
mals available for sale, or they 
can obtain a license under the 
Animal Welfare Act and allow 
APHIS inspectors to inspect 
their facility.

What will this mean for 
consumers?

The changes will help pro-
tect consumers. Under the 
proposed rule, no dog or other 
pet animal will be sold at retail 
without either public or APHIS 
oversight.

What is the Animal Welfare 
Act?

The Animal Welfare Act sets 
standards for humane care and 
treatment that must be pro-
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vided for certain animals that 
are bred for commercial sale; 
exhibited to the public; used in 
biomedical research; or trans-
ported commercially. The act 
does not apply to cold-blooded 
animals or agricultural animals 
used for food or fiber.

Individuals and entities 
licensed under the Animal 
Welfare Act must provide their 
animals with adequate hous-
ing, sanitation, nutrition, water 
and veterinary care. They must 
also protect the animals from 
extreme weather and tempera-
tures.

What does a proposed rule 
mean?

APHIS has issued this pro-
posed rule as part of its rule 
making process. It is just a 
proposal, issued for public 
review and comment. It has no 
immediate effect on potentially 
regulated facilities.

What is the next step in the 
rule making process?

The proposed rule is avail-
able for public review and com-
ment for the next 60 days. Once 
the comment period closes, 
APHIS will consider all com-
ments received.

How can I comment on this 
proposal?

To comment on this pro-
posal, you can submit your 
comments one of two ways:

• Visit the Federal Rulemak-
ing Portal at www.regulations.
gov/#!documentDetail;D=AP 
HIS-2011-0003

• Mail your comments to: 
Docket No. APHIS-2011-

0003, Regulatory Analysis 
and Development PPD

APHIS, Station 3A-03.8, 
4700 River Road Unit 118,

Riverdale, MD, 20737-1238.

Missouri To Consider 
Changes To Seizure Law 

Tomorrow (4/25)
The Missouri Senate Agri-

culture, Food Production, and 
Outdoor Resources will consid-
er a bill tomorrow that would 
make several positive changes 
to the state’s laws regarding 
animal seizure laws.

Among these changes is 
a provision stating that no 
animal may be intentionally 
euthanized or sterilized until 
legal proceedings have been 
concluded.

Missouri dog owners and 
breeders are encouraged to con-
tact the Senate committee mem-
bers and respectfully ask them 
to support this bill that will help 
ensure the rights of dog owners 
are protected. Scroll down for 
hearing and committee contact 
information.

Summary:

House Bill 1444 makes sev-
eral changes to the state’s ani-
mal seizure laws, including:

 Prohibiting sterilization 
during the trial unless medi-
cally necessary.

 Clarifying procedures re-

garding payments for animal 
care – The bill clarifies that 
bonds to pay for the care of 
animals must be reasonable and 
are only required for the period 
from the end of the disposition 
hearing until a final judgment 
is reached. If the charges are 
dismissed or the owner is ac-
quitted, the owner is not liable 
for any costs relating to the care 
or housing of the animal while 
the charges were pending.

 Establishing penalties for 
unauthorized sterilization or 
euthanasia – Anyone who ster-
ilizes or euthanizes a seized 
animal except when deemed 
medically necessary is guilty 
of a class B misdemeanor. Each 
animal constitutes a separate 
offense. A second or subsequent 
violation would result in a class 
A misdemeanor.

 Requiring proper care for 
impounded animals as deter-
mined by state law for that 
specific animal. Likewise, im-
pounding organizations will 
be liable to the animal’s owner 
for damages for any acts of neg-
ligence or abuse to the animal 
that occur while the animal is 
within that organization’s care 
or custody.

AKC Government Rela-
tions believes House Bill 1444 
makes appropriate and positive 
changes to the state’s animal 
seizure laws and ensures that 
the rights of dog owners are 
protected throughout any legal 
proceedings.

How You Can Help:

Contact the members of the 

Senate Agriculture, Food Pro-
duction, and Outdoor Resourc-
es Committee and respectfully 
ask them to support House Bill 
1444.

Contact information is as 
follows:

Senator Brian Munzlinger, 
Chair Phone: (573) 751-7985 
Fax: (573) 522-3722

Senator Mike Parson Phone: 
(573) 751-8793 E-mail: mpar-
son@senate.mo.gov

Senator Dan Brown Phone: 
(573) 751-5713 Fax: (573) 751-
0733 E-mail: Dan.Brown@sen-
ate.mo.gov

Senator Chuck Purgason 
Phone: (573) 751-1882 Fax: 
(573) 526-4716 E-mail: Chuck.
Purgason@senate.mo.gov

Senator Bill Stouffer Phone: 
(573) 751-1507 Toll-Free: (866) 
768-3987 Fax: (573) 751-9764 E-
mail: bstouffer@senate.mo.gov

Senator Victor Callahan 
Phone: (573) 751-3074 Fax: (573) 
751-4551

Senator Ryan McKenna 
Phone: (573) 751-1492

AKC Government Relations 
will continue to provide up-
dates as they become available. 
For more information, contact 
AKC GR at (919) 816-3720 or 
doglaw@akc.org.

Iowa Update: Breeder 
Bill Numbers Changed, 

Bills Advancing
Iowa Senate committees 

have approved two measures 
that would make detrimental 
changes to the laws regulating 
commercial breeders, defined 
in current law as anyone who 
owns at least four intact dogs 
or cats and receives any consid-
eration for breeding.

While the bills are virtually 
identical to the ones that were 
scheduled for consideration last 
week, the bill numbers have 
changed. If you reside or par-
ticipate in dog events in Iowa, 
please contact the members of 
the Iowa Senate and respect-
fully ask them to oppose Senate 
File 2290 and Senate File 2301.

Background:

Iowa Code defines a “com-
mercial breeder” as someone 
who sells, exchanges, or leases 
dogs (or even offers to do so) in 
return for consideration. While 
those who keep dogs or cats for 
“hunting, for practice training, 
for exhibition at shows or field 
or obedience trials” are exempt-
ed, if anyone has four or more 
intact dogs and receives any 
kind of consideration for breed-
ing, they are considered a com-
mercial breeder and must be 
licensed, inspected, and comply 
with commercial breeder laws. 
This would include offering a 
dog at stud and receiving any 
compensation or “consider-
ation” from the resulting litter. 
The term “consideration” is not 
defined.

Senate File 2290 (formerly 
Senate File 2073):

Senate File 2290 creates 
guidelines for what a com-
mercial breeder licensee must 
do when a license is expired or 
revoked. If a licensee is unable 
or decided not to obtain a new 
license, then the owner is given 
120 days to either sterilize their 
dogs and cats or “dispose” of 
them until they are under the 
commercial breeder threshold 
(the previous version of this bill 
allowed for 45 days). The bill 
states that this may be done by 
selling the dogs (if the breeder 
is able to obtain a temporary 
authorization), transferring the 
titles, or “humane destruction”.

Continued regulations are 
making it increasingly difficult 
for responsible dog breeders to 
comply with new requirements. 
Under this bill, responsible 
dog owners could be forced to 
give up or euthanize their dogs 
rather than keep them in safe, 
caring environments.

Senate File 2301(formerly 
Senate Study Bill 3159):

Senate File 2301 makes sev-
eral significant changes to the 
laws regarding “commercial 
breeders”, including:

 Surety Bond or Letter of 
Credit Requirement – SF 2301 
would require all licensees to 
obtain a surety bond or an ir-
revocable letter of credit from 
a financial institution that will 
then be used if an animal is 
placed with a custodian as a re-
sult of a violation of the state’s 
animal cruelty or neglect laws. 
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News from the Enemy Camps & the Good Guys

New York Bill Would 
Pave Way for Dove 

Hunting Season
Senate Bill 6968, sponsored 

by Senator John A. DeFrancisco 
(R-Syracuse), would classify 
mourning doves as “migratory 
game birds,” allowing New 
York wildlife officials to set a 
dove hunting season.

While mourning doves are 
considered migratory by the 
federal government, they are 
not classified as such by the 
state of New York.  Thus, the 
state’s Department of Environ-
mental Conservation (DEC) has 
been unable to establish a dove 
hunting season.

“Doves are one of the post 
popular game birds in the U.S 
and there is no reason to con-
tinue to prohibit dove hunting 
in New York,” said Jeremy 
Rine, U.S. Sportsmen’s Alliance 
in-house counsel and associate 
director of state services.  “For 
too long, the politics of the anti-
hunting lobby, and not sound 
science, have prevented a dove 
season in New York.  It’s time 
that New York sportsmen are 
afforded the same opportunity 
as sportsmen in other states.  
New York sportsmen must 
reach out to their elected offi-
cials today to support SB 6968.”

The DEC’s website states 
that “[t]here is no biological 
reason why doves could not be 

hunted in New York” and that 
dove numbers in the state have 
significantly increased over the 
past 40 years.  New York is one 
of only nine states that prohibit 
dove hunting. Just last year, 
Iowa opened up a dove hunting 
season after years of fighting 
anti-hunting influences.

Senate Bill 6968 is currently 
pending before New York’s 
Senate Environmental Conser-
vation Committee.

Take Action!  New York 
sportsmen should contact their 
state senators and ask them 
to support Senate Bill 6968.  
Visit USSA’s Legislative Action 
Center for your state senator’s 
contact information.

Delaware Anti-Tethering 
Bill Introduced

Senate Bill 211, sponsored 
by Senator Patricia M. Blevins 
(D- Elsmere), would add com-
monly used dog tethering prac-
tices to the states definition of 
animal cruelty.   Animal cruelty 
is a Class A misdemeanor in 
Delaware.  The bill would:

Prohibit tethering a dog for 
more than 18 hours in a 24-hour 
period;

Completely prohibit teth-
ering a dog under the age of 
four months for any amount of 
time; and

Ban tethering a nursing fe-
male dog if any of its offspring 
are “present.”

Many respectable sporting 
dog owners safely and hu-
manely tether their dogs.  Set-
ting an arbitrary cap on the 
amount of time a person can 
keep a dog tethered will only 
criminalize responsible dog 
owners and will do nothing to 
stop bad actors who are treating 
dogs poorly.

Further, the bill’s complete 
prohibitions on tethering dogs 
under four months of age and 
nursing females while their off-
spring are present is vague and 
could be interpreted to even 
prohibit keeping these types of 
dogs on a leash.

The bill was sent to the Sen-
ate Committee on Judiciary 
which is chaired by bill sponsor 
Senator Blevins.

“This bill is nothing more 
than an outright assault on 
dog tethering,” said Jeremy 
Rine, U.S. Sportsmen’s Alli-
ance in-house counsel and 
associate director of state ser-
vices.  “Sportsmen need to let 
members of the committee 
know that they oppose Senate 
Bill 211.”
Take Action! Delaware sports-
men should contact members 
of the Senate Committee on Ju-
diciary and ask them to oppose 
Senate Bill 211.  Tell them it is 
unnecessary and could punish 
law abiding dog owners.

The AKC believes this is an 
unnecessary and unreasonable 
requirement. It also makes the 
unfair and offensive assump-
tion that a license holder will at 
some point be irresponsible or 
cruel to their animals.

 Ability to Deny License With-
out Hearing – This bill also re-
moves the ability for a person 
seeking a license to have a public 
hearing if their application for 
commercial breeder authorization 
is denied. As a result, the depart-
ment may simply determine that 
someone is not in compliance with 
the laws and regulations regarding 
care and conditions for animals, 
and there is no ability for the ap-
plicant to appeal.

 Those who are denied a 
license must then never receive 
any consideration for breeding 
a dog, or ensure they have three 
or fewer intact dogs.

How You Can Help:

Both bills are pending con-
sideration by the full Senate. 
Contact the members of the 
Iowa Senate today and ask 
them to vote “no” on Senate 
File 2301 and Senate File 2290. 
Click here to find the name and 
contact information for your 
State Senator (Be sure to contact 
your State Senator, rather than 
U.S. Senator).

The AKC Government Re-
lations Department (AKC GR) 
is closely tracking both pieces 
of legislation and will provide 
more information as it becomes 
available. For questions or more 
information, contact AKC GR 
at (919) 816-3720 or doglaw@
akc.org.
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The Committee members 
can be contacted at:

Chair Patricia M. Blevins 
(D-Elsmere) – 302-744-4133 
Patricia.blevins@state.de.us 
Sen. Anthony J. DeLuca (D-
Varlano) – 302-744-4165 An-
thony.DeLuca@state.de.us 
Sen. Margaret Rose Hen-
ry (D- Wilmington East) – 
3 0 2 - 7 4 4 - 4 1 9 1  M a rg a re t -
R o s e . H e n r y @ s t a t e . d e . u s 
S e n .  H a r r i s  B .  M c D o w -
ell (D-Wilmington North) 
–  3 0 2 - 7 4 4 - 4 1 4 7  H a r r i s .
M c D o w e l l @ s t a t e . d e . u s 
S e n .  F.  G a r y  S i m p s o n 
( R - M i l f o r d )  –  3 0 2 - 7 4 4 -
4134 gsimpson@udel.edu 
Sen. Liane M. Sorenson (R- 
Hockessin) – 302-744-4136 Li-
ane.Sorenson@state.de.us

NSSF Accepting 
Applications for $100,000 

in Grants to Local Boy 
Scouts Councils

 Boy Scouts Councils, are 
you up for the challenge?

For the second year, the 
National Shooting Sports Foun-
dation will make available a 
total of $100,000 in challenge 
grants to encourage developing 
and expanding shooting sports 
programs at local Boy Scouts of 
America Councils.

The challenge grants from 
NSSF, the trade association 
for the firearms, ammunition, 
hunting and shooting sports 
industry, are available to quali-
fying BSA Councils that plan to 
strengthen and increase their 
activities in the shooting sports. 

Such programs teach Scouts 
marksmanship skills, firearm 
and range safety, teamwork and 
fundraising.

“Our challenge grant pro-
gram extends our longstanding 
partnership with the Boy Scouts 
of America and presents coun-
cils with a great opportunity to 
teach Scouts about the shooting 
sports and safe, responsible 
firearms ownership,” said Me-
lissa Schilling, NSSF’s director 
of recruitment and retention. 
“Target shooting is one of the 
most popular Scouting activi-
ties, and NSSF hopes even more 
Scouts will gain knowledge of 
the shooting sports by taking 
advantage of these grants.”

BSA Councils applying 
for a grant must specifically 
earmark funds for shooting 
sports programs and provide 
matching funds at least equal 
to the grant request. NSSF will 
provide funding to the first 50 
qualifying applicants up to a 
maximum of $2,000 in match-
ing support.

Councils must use awarded 
funds toward the purchase of 
equipment and supplies for 
their shooting sports activities 
from an NSSF member retailer, 
a list of which is available at 
www.nssf.org/retailers/find. 
Examples of qualifying pur-
chases are ammunition, eye and 
ear protection, firearms, targets 
and shooting vests.

Applicants may view NSSF 
BSA Council Challenge Grant 
guidelines and application 

procedures at www.nssf.org/
bsagrant. For information con-
tact Melissa Schilling at NSSF 
at mschilling@nssf.org. 

House Passes 
‘Sportsmen’s Heritage 

Act’
The National Shooting 

Sports Foundation (NSSF), 
the trade association for the 
firearms, ammunition, hunt-
ing and shooting sports indus-
try, hailed today’s passage of 
the Sportsmen’s Heritage Act 
of 2012 (H.R. 4089). The bill 
passed the House with a 274-
146 vote.

Sponsored by Rep. Jeff Mill-
er (R-Fla.), the bill combines 
four legislative priorities that 
will expand recreational hunt-
ing, shooting and fishing op-
portunities and also reaffirms 
existing law and heads off 
determined bureaucratic efforts 
to deny hunters and shooters 
from using traditional ammu-
nition. This important legisla-
tion is supported by more than 
35 national conservation and 
sportsmen’s groups.

“NSSF thanks Rep. Miller 
for his exceptional leadership 
in helping to expand access 
and opportunities for sports-
men and in protecting and 
preserving America’s hunting 
and shooting heritage,” said 
Lawrence G. Keane, NSSF se-
nior vice president and general 
counsel. “We look forward to 
seeking passage of the bill in 
the Senate.”

Said Rep. Miller, “I think it 
is important to recognize the 

contributions that sportsmen 
make to protect our nation’s 
most precious resources. Out-
door activities like hunting and 
fishing are a central part of our 
heritage and way of life, but 
they also help fund a good por-
tion of our conservation efforts. 
We must remain ever diligent to 
ensure the rights of sportsmen. 
Thanks to the members of the 
sportsmen’s community, Con-
gressional Sportsmen’s Caucus 
and the House Committee on 
Natural Resources, H.R. 4089 
will be able to address some of 
the most pressing concerns the 
outdoors community faces.”

Included in H.R. 4089 is the 
Hunting, Fishing, and Recre-
ational Shooting Protection Act. 
The bill amends the Toxic Sub-
stances Control Act to clarify 
the original intent of Congress 
to exclude traditional ammuni-
tion — ammunition containing 
lead-core components — and 
fishing tackle from regulation 
by the Environmental Protec-
tion Agency.

H.R. 4089 includes other 
key legislative priorities of the 
sportsmen’s community:

The Recreational Fishing 
and Hunting Heritage Oppor-
tunities Act, which requires 
federal land managers to sup-
port and facilitate use and ac-
cess for hunting, fishing and 
recreational shooting.

The Recreational Shooting 
Protection Act, which requires 
National Monument land to 
be open to access and use for 
recreational shooting.

The Polar Bear Conserva-
tion and Fairness Act, which 
will allow the importation of 
polar bear parts taken in a hunt 
in Canada, if legally harvested 
before certain dates.
When Ethical Treatment 

Goes Wrong
Could it be true that in an 

animal shelter run by a society 
dedicated to the ethical treat-
ment of animals the percent-
age of animals killed is nearly 
95 percent?  Is it true that the 
percentage of animals success-
fully adopted out is less than 1 
percent?

A report in Psychology To-
day by Stanley Coren, Ph.D., 
F.R.S.C. in Canine Corner, de-
tails that nearly 95 percent of 
the animals entrusted to PETA 
are killed.  The report also 
notes that the group cannot 
back up its recent claims that 
kennel crates are harmful to 
dogs. PETA ran half-page ads 
in many newspapers claiming 
that the standard kennel crates 
used in many homes to contain 
dogs were harmful to them. Dr. 
Coren went looking for the facts 
and could not find supporting 
details about crates being harm-

ful to dogs anywhere, not even 
on PETA’s website.

Dr. Coren did, however, 
find revealing facts through 
Virginia’s Department of Ag-
riculture and Consumer Ser-
vices (VDACS) through free-
dom of information requests. 
Now much of the same in-
formation can be found on 
the VDACS website (http://
www.virginia.gov/vdacs_ar/
cgi-bin/Vdacs_search.cgi?link_
select=facility&form=fac_
s e l e c t & f a c _
num=157&year=2006).

In Virginia all animal shel-
ters must report the number of 
cats and dogs they take in each 
year, how many animals were 
reclaimed by their owners, ad-
opted out, transferred to other 
agencies, died of natural causes, 
were killed, and how many the 
shelter held alive at the end of 
the calendar year. This research-
er’s correspondence suggested 
that the proportion of animals 
being killed by PETA was ex-
tremely high and was causing 
public concern in Virginia.

Just more misleading of 
the public by a radical animal 
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rights group that professes to 
help animals.

Details are at http://www.
psychologytoday.com/blog/
canine-corner/201204/when-
the-ethical-treatment-animals-
goes-wrong

Who’s Supporting 
Animal Rights?

Ever wonder which groups 
are supporting the animal rights 
movement through partner-
ships and dollars?  The Ameri-
can Society for the Prevention 
of Cruelty to Animals (ASPCA) 
works to end trapping and 
hunting.  On the group’s web-
site, ASPCA boasts of partner-
ships with:

Bank of America
Lowes
Wal-Mart
CVS Pharmacies
Big Lots!
Family Dollar Stores
Morton Salt
Subaru
Walker’s Shortbread

Ironically, the Lowes out-
door dog kennels that ASPCA 
promotes online would become 
illegal in several states if recent-
ly introduced laws, prohibiting 
keeping dogs outdoors unsu-
pervised, are passed. Who’s go-
ing to explain this self-induced 
predicament to the company 
and ASPCA?

Partnership Gets Young 
Women Outdoors

The shooting and hunting 
community has gained a much 
larger participation base thanks 
to a new partnership between 
the U.S. Sportsmen’s Alliance 
Foundation’s (USSAF) Trail-
blazer Adventure Program and 
the American Heritage Girls 
(AHG).  The two organizations 
signed a Memorandum of Un-
derstanding on May 16.

Under this new agreement, 
all current and potential mem-
bers of AHG nationwide will 
have an opportunity to experi-
ence the excitement of outdoor 
adventures including shooting 
sports, archery, fishing, and a 
host of other hands-on outdoor 
related activities.

The USSAF Trailblazer Ad-
venture Program staff will be 
working with AHG troops 
across the country to introduce 
them to the enjoyment of the 
outdoors and the connection 
between American sportsmen 
and women and conservation.

“The USSA Foundation 
leadership is really excited 

about this new educational 
opportunity to introduce girls 
– beginning at an early age 
– to the wonderment of the 
outdoors.” said Bud Pidgeon, 
USSA president and CEO.

Joining Pidgeon in signing 
the MOU was AHG Executive 
Director and Founder Patti 
Garibay.  The two leaders were 
surrounded by AHG troup 
members holding bows and 
air rifles.

The relationship that led 
to the MOU was cultivated 
at the Boy Scouts of America 
Philmont Scout Ranch in New 
Mexico.  USSA will be working 
with AHG to develop outdoor 
programs and create leadership 
opportunities for girls. USSA 
will also teach outdoor training 
workshops at the 2012 AHG 
National Conference this fall.

The American Heritage 
Girls is a Christ-centered scout-
ing organization for girls K-18 
years of age. The organization 
is headquartered in Cincinnati, 
Ohio and has more than 300 
troops across America.  The 
national program promotes 
character development for 

young women based on Chris-
tian values and encourages a 
strong family environment. 
AHG participants acquire skills 
that will assist them in all areas 
of life, whether it is “how to use 
a computer, sew on a button, 
protect one’s self, or what it 
takes to be an astronaut.”

The USSAF Trailblazer Ad-
venture Program introduces 
youth and their families to out-
door activities such as shooting, 
fishing, hunting, and trapping.  
More than 1.3 million youth 
and their families have partici-
pated in a Trailblazer program 
since its inception in 2001.

Details are at www.ahgon-
line.org or contact Kali Parmley, 
U.S. Sportsmen’s Alliance as-
sociate director of education at 
(614) 888-4868 ext. 219 or e-mail 
kparmley@ussportsmen.org.

Anti-Hunting Bill Passes 
California Senate

California Senate Bill 1221, 
a bill that will ban the use of 
hounds to hunt black bears 
and bobcats, passed the state’s 
Senate today. The passage of 
SB 1221 by the senate casts a 
dark cloud over the future of all 
hunting and wildlife manage-
ment in California.  Senate Bill 
1221 passed with a vote of 22 to 
15 in favor.

The bill, which is spon-
sored by the radical animal 
rights group Humane Society 
of the United States (HSUS), 
triggered a strong outpouring 
of opposition from California 
sportsmen and women, plus 

sportsmen’s organizations, 
in the state and nationwide. 
The U.S. Sportsmen’s Alliance 
(USSA) denounced this retalia-
tory wildlife management bill 
that was created when HSUS 
could not have a state game 
commissioner removed for his 
legal mountain lion hunt.  As 
the bill moved forward from 
introduction and through the 
hearing process, hundreds of 
opponents wearing orange 
“NO on SB 1221” buttons also 
packed the corridors of the 
capital to let their Senators 
know they opposed this anti-
hunting bill. 

“The California Senate 
today chose retribution and 
revenge over sound science-
based wildlife management,” 
explained Evan Heusinkveld, 
USSA’s director of state servic-
es. “Despite having a Fish and 
Game Commission explicitly 
designed to handle these ques-
tions free from the politics of 
the statehouse, the California 
Senate voted in favor of a hunt-
ing ban.”

USSA has been work-
ing with the Masters of Fox-
hounds Association, California 
Houndsmen for Conservation 
and the California Outdoor 
Heritage Alliance to defeat SB 
1221.

Fast Facts on SB 1221

The bill would outlaw the 
use of hounds to hunt bears 
and bobcats.

Hunting bears and bobcats 
with hounds has been legal 
since the state formally orga-

nized a game commission and 
established game management 
and hunting laws.

Hounds are actually used in 
wildlife management practices 
and projects.

Hunters using hounds to 
pursue bears actually take few-
er bears than is recommended 
by the state’s game department.

This bill is being pushed 
by the radical animal rights 
group—the Humane Society 
of the United States—the same 
group that has pushed anti-
farming and puppy mill bills 
in California in the past.

USDA seeks change to 
regulate Internet and 

retail pet sales
Dear SAOVA Friends,

This afternoon USDA’s Ani-
mal and Plant Health Inspec-
tion Service (APHIS) held a 
stakeholders conference call to 
announce a forthcoming pro-
posal to revise its definition of 
“retail pet store”.  APHIS states 
this proposal restores the defi-
nition to its original intent so 
that it limits the retail pet store 
exemption to only those places 
where buyers physically enter 
to observe the animals avail-
able for sale prior to purchas-
ing them and where certain 
animals are sold or offered for 
sale at retail for use as pets.  
The definition of pet includes 
dogs, cats, rabbits, guinea pigs, 
hamsters, gerbils, rats, mice, 
gophers, chinchilla, domestic 
ferrets, domestic farm animals, 
birds, and coldblooded species.
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