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genuine misgivings about pur-
suing this bird. After all, if Ol’ 
Bad Blue wasn't dangerous, 
why hadn't someone from the 
village dropped him by now? 
Why should the villagers re-
cruit hired guns? Lacking an-
swers to these mysteries, I was 
inclined to demur to Hoseh-
ead's undisguised reservations.

"Halvorsen," I said, "I forgot 
to water my geraniums. If you 
don't mind, I'll just scurry back 
to Angoon, catch the mail plane 
home, and take care of that im-
portant oversight."

"Plastic flowers don't raise a 
thirst," Old Halvorsen decreed. 
Then he got down on his hands 
and knees and began comfort-
ing Hosehead and whisper-
ing in his ear. After about a 
half-hour of this man-to-dog 
communication Hosehead mi-
raculously stopped trembling 
and reverted to normal. He 
even showed assertiveness. He 
began prancing impatiently as 
if waiting to follow us. When 
Old Halvorsen said, "Let's go," 
Hosehead heeled and the two 
of them nosed off into the direc-
tion from which the dog had 
recently fled.

Old Halvorsen had taken 
up the chase, and there was 
I, Hamlet -like, between the 
devil and the deep blue sea. To 
be left alone in the woods not 
knowing the whereabouts of 
Ol’ Bad Blue, or to sally forth on 
a suicidal mission, to purposely 
seek out this crazed and evil 
bird. Either choice was as rash 
as visiting a proctologist named 
Rambo.

“Ah well," I figured, "when 
in Nome, do as the Nomans 
do." I minced after man and dog 
like Mary's little lamb.

W h a t e v e r  b e a s t  O l d 
Halvorsen and Hosehead were 
tracking was obviously on the 
move. The trail led on for miles, 
and the only reason I wasn't 
fit to be tied was because this 
steeplechase was slowly cir-
cling back toward the village 
of Angoon.

If Hosehead's quarry was 
Ol’ Bad Blue I had some re-
thinking to do, because some-
where I had inherited the no-
tion that birds were supposed 
to fly. After about two hours 
of slogging through wet brush 
I learned that an out-of-shape 
grouse hunter can do a fair imi-
tation of an Eskimo down on all 
fours calling a walrus.

It's traditional at the end of 
a season to look back and take 
stock of what happened. As 
everyone knows, grouse hunt-
ers are a cut above the average 
mortal. They donate to local 
theatre companies and they 
support the work of struggling 
young artists. They have the ca-
pacity to reflect and to ponder. 
Comparing the grouse hunter 
to a callous duck shooter or 
a lowlife ptarmigan sluicer is 
like comparing the finest aged-
in-oak whiskey with green 
homebrew. The ending to the 
typical grouse hunt set forth in 
this story can be appreciated 
only by another outdoorsman 
of high character. The unsea-
soned and the ill-informed 
would not identify with the 

code of ethics exhibited by your 
typical hardbitten blue grouse 
man. The sense of fair play and 
sportsmanship Old Halvorsen 
and I demonstrated that day on 
Admiralty Island is akin only to 
that of an experienced and skill-
ful fly fisherman who melds his 
talents with the conservation 
principle of catch and release, 
taking home only the memories 
and the triumph of the pursuit.

I t  happened l ike this . 
Hosehead's tracking led us to 
the base of a hill. Your typi-
cal duck hunter or ptarmigan 
sluicer would have called it a 
cliff. In fact, they would have 
likened it to the south face of 
the Matterhorn, but it was only 
a hill. Hosehead was pointing 
up the slope. I could see that it 
was time for me to take charge 
of the hunt.

The hill was a giant solid 
patch of brush for a quarter 
mile, alders and devils club 
parallel to the ground and in-
tertangled like cold spaghetti. If 
we kept tracking Ol’ Bad Blue 
through the brush, when he 
came to its end he would just 
fly off the hill and leave us there 
emptyhanded.

The conditions were perfect 
for what I had in mind since we 
were downwind from the thick 
alders.

"Halvorsen," I said, "this is 
the perfect opportunity to use 
that grouse whistle you gave 
me last Christmas."

"I don't think I'd do that if I 
were you," he retorted.

I ignored him and uncased 

the little untried beauty. It was 
a finely tuned instrument, 
hand crafted from the finest 
Vermont maple by a craftsman 
from Louisiana. I couldn't recall 
hearing a female grouse before, 
but I figured that no grouse ever 
got stoop-necked from packing 
around brains, and after all, 
this was the mating season. I 
began an acoustical exhibition 
I felt offered to Ol’ Bad Blue the 
promise of a torrid love affair.

My weather-tanned face 
scanned the cold and shallow 
light of the thick brush and 
I heard the distant sound of 
brush crackling.

"Here he comes," I said. 
''About 400 yards and headed 
this way."

Old Halvorsen was bab-
bling and carrying on about 
something but I continued to 
call. There was no question 
it was working. I heard Old 
Halvorsen's safety snap off as 
I issued a series of notes so 
haunting, so wild, so pure, so 
spellbinding, Hosehead began 
to tremble again.

I smiled and called again, 
as would a grouse reading 
the menu at Blueberry King. 
The noise in the brush was 
definitely closer, and we waited 
silently.

Simultaneously, it seemed, 
Hosehead and Old Halvorsen 
raised noses to the air, and it 
was Old Halvorsen who spoke 
for them both.

"What does a bear smell 
like?" he asked.

Six minutes later we were 
puffing our arrival at the float 
plane dock in Angoon. Thor-
oughly bushed, we dropped 
our guns and vests, and sat 
back to wait for the Grumman, 
relaxing with the carefree ease 
of the experienced professional 
hunters that we were. The 
villagers gathered around, in-
specting our guns and looking 
for signs of a great kill. One of 
them boldly beseeched us to 
tell our story, but true to grouse 
hunting tradition, we remained 
somewhat recalcitrant about 
that. We explained that we were 
grateful for the opportunity to 
have been of service to them, 
especially on such a glorious 
day. And if another dangerous 
animal ever presented them 
with problems, it would be 
selfish of us not to allow the 
pleasure of coming here to be 
experienced by someone else. 
To prove my sincerity, I gave 
them my grouse whistle. 
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Greater prairie chick-
ens, missing for 
some years among 

the grasses at Wah-Kon-Tah 
Prairie, strutted and boomed 
again this spring in an eons-old 
mating ritual. Biologists, dig-
ging deep in grassland ecology 
to save the species in Missouri, 
brought them back. Now, they 
watch to see if this iconic but 
state-endangered member of 
the grouse family can be re-
stored longterm to prairies 
where they once thrived.

“Hopeful is the right word,” 
said Max Alleger, grassland 
bird coordinator for the Mis-
souri Department of Conser-
vation (MDC). “Perhaps our 
biggest question is whether 
intensive management can in 
the long run balance the fact 
that our grasslands are limited 
in size. Do we have enough 
grasslands to support prairie 
chickens on the landscape?”

A five-year translocation 
project by MDC to help an-
swer the question concluded 
in April. MDC crews trapped 
Kansas prairie chickens where 
they are plentiful in the grassy 
Smoky Hills. Biologists then 

gave the birds leg bands and 
tiny radio transmitters before 
releasing them at Wah-Kon-Tah’s 
native grasslands north of El 
Dorado Springs.

Those prairie chickens will 
help land managers serve the 
species. Observers track the 
birds’ movements visually or 
via radio telemetry. Results tell 
researchers how habitat manage-
ment can help the ground-dwell-
ing birds sustain populations.

“In the last five years, I’ve 
learned a lot about prairie chick-
ens from this study,” said Len 
Gilmore, an MDC wildlife man-
agement biologist based in El 
Dorado. “They like hanging out 
in the short grasses and feeding 
there, and they go to our prairies 
with taller grasses to roost at 
night.”

Prairie chickens this spring 
used three leks – courtship and 
mating sites – at the 3,000-acre 
Wah-Kon-Tah Prairie in St. Clair 
and Cedar counties. Some court-
ing males and females were 
hatched and reared on the area, 
an encouraging sign that repro-
duction is occurring.

“The number of leks indi-
cates the population is increas-

ing,” Gilmore said. “They’re 
breaking off and forming new 
booming grounds.”

Prairie chickens once num-
bered in the hundreds of thou-
sands in Missouri on wide-open 
grasslands and areas mixed with 
native trees, wildflowers and 
grasses. But cities, farming and 
fire suppression during the past 
two centuries altered landscapes 
the birds evolved upon.

Today, less than one half of 
one percent of Missouri’s origi-
nal prairie remains, and those 
remnants are scattered. Prairie 
chicken flocks endured into 
the late 1900s on or near native 
grassland remnants in north-
ern and western Missouri. But 
in recent years their numbers 
plunged to critically low levels 
– dozens rather than hundreds 
or thousands – and some flocks 
vanished.

Low reproduction due to 
poor weather conditions for 
nesting, habitat decline and 
predators are suspected con-
tributors to decline, biologists 
theorize. Prairie chickens have 
a high natural mortality rate, 50 
percent or more annually with 
birds generally living only a few 
years. Low numbers in flocks 
means high risk for the species.

The flocks living in the Wah-
Kon-Tah area vanished by 2004. 
A small flock using MDC’s 
Taberville Prairie Conservation 
Area about 10 miles away sur-
vived in low numbers.

MDC began releasing Kansas 
prairie chickens at Wah-Kon-Tah 
in 2008 to see if prairie chickens 
could be re-introduced to a land-

scape where they once thrived. 
This spring, 19 males and 44 
females were released on the 
native and restored grassland, 
which is a partnership between 
MDC and The Nature Conser-
vancy of Missouri.

The tracking study is provid-
ing answers about their habits 
and surprises.

A landscape with diverse 
heights of grasses and forbs is 
important, Gilmore said. 
Prairie chickens like to build 
nests on the ground in tall-
er cover. But they don’t 
like to nest too far from 
shorter grasses where they 
and chicks can easily move 
about, feed and rest. But 50 
percent or more of an area 
should have grasses tall 
enough to provide good 
nesting cover. A lack of large 
quantities of high-quality 
nesting cover may have led 
to prairie chicken declines.

The study confirms 
that prairie chickens have 
a strong affinity for “high-
clipped” grasses, places 
where plants are tall enough 
for them to duck and hide in, 
but also short enough for them 
to raise their heads above and 
watch for predators. Public land 
managers now use prescribed 
fire, cattle grazing, mowing and 
haying to get the variety in grass 
heights that prairie chickens 
prefer. Prairies or pastures left to 
grow rank without disturbance 
don’t serve prairie chickens well.

A surprise from the radio 
telemetry tracking is how far 
prairie chickens move about on 

a landscape. They easily move 
20 to 30 miles across rivers, 
roads and wooded fence rows. 
They won’t feed and roost on 
the ground near tree lines but 
they will cross them on long 
journeys. One bird flew to Kan-
sas and then returned. Another 
spent the winter in a crop field 
in northwestern Vernon County 
and then returned to Wah-Kan-
Tah for spring.

There is surprising interac-

tion between the flock at Wah-
Kan-Tah and the one at the 
Taberville prairie. Prairie chick-
ens have also moved to other 
prairie remnants or traditional 
lek sites that have not had birds 
in recent years, Gilmore said. 
The movement may be a spe-
cies evolutionary survival skill 
for mixing genetics. Their abil-
ity to navigate back and forth 
across the countryside and their 
choices to settle in at places that 
held prairie chickens years ago 
is uncanny.

One concern was that with 
low numbers of prairie chickens, 
less genetic diversity could cause 
fewer eggs to be laid by hens. But 
thus far, clutch sizes are healthy 
with 11 to 14 eggs in nests.

As the translocation of Kan-
sas birds ends, monitoring re-
sults are prompting MDC biolo-
gists to provide more variation 
and diversity in plant species 
and heights than what occurred 
in past decades on public grass-

lands. Partnerships with pri-
vate landowners are also an 
important component in prairie 
chicken recovery.

“It’s very important that all 
the habitat pieces are lined up 
right,” Alleger said. “Prairie 
chickens are a worthwhile spe-
cies. We’re trying to do our level 
best to keep them in Missouri.”

New hope arrives for 
endangered prairie chickens

By Bill Graham

Prairie Chickens

Courtesy Missouri Department of Conservation
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News from the Non-profits

DU recognizes Senate 
agricultural committee's 
progress on 2012 Farm 

Bill
 Ducks Unlimited compli-

ments the U.S. Senate Com-
mittee on Agriculture, Nu-
trition and Forestry and its 
chairwoman, Sen. Debbie 
Stabenow, on the April 20 
introduction of the 2012 Farm 
Bill in the Senate. DU Great 
Lakes/Atlantic Regional Di-
rector Becky Humphries com-
mented on the bipartisan 
effort to ensure that conserva-
tion is a key component of the 
Farm Bill, benefiting agricul-
tural producers, sportsmen 
and women and the general 
public.

"DU is pleased that the 
chairwoman and the commit-
tee included key conservation 
elements such as the Conser-
vation Reserve Program, Wet-
lands Reserve Program and a 
new regional partnership pro-
gram that contribute to soil, 
water and wildlife benefits," 

Humphries said. "The bipar-
tisan committee had to make 
difficult cuts and streamline 
programs, while ensuring 
producers maintained effec-
tive conservation tools that 
have been the backbone of 
private land conservation in 
previous farm bills."

The new regional partner-
ship program is an innova-
tive approach to targeted 
conservation activities for 
watersheds in critical need, 
such as the Great Lakes. "This 
program will incentivize col-
laboration among federal, 
state and private partners to 
target and focus conserva-
tion efforts in watersheds 
to improve water quality 
and reduce sediment, giving 
landowners and the general 
public a bigger bang for their 
buck," Humphries explained. 
"Hunters, anglers and wildlife 
watchers will benefit as well, 
due to the increased conser-
vation efforts on working 
lands."

Creative ideas to help 
farmers obtain added benefits 
from conservation practices, 
such as limited haying and 
grazing on Conservation 
Reserve Program lands, will 
give landowners more flex-
ibility and use of their con-
served lands, while saving 

taxpayer dollars by reducing 
payments on these higher-use 
lands.

While DU is pleased with 
this initial framework, the 
organization remains con-
cerned about maintaining 
strong protections for critical 
wetlands via the Swamp-
buster program, and advanc-
ing protections for native 
grasslands on continentally 
important landscapes such as 
the Prairie Pothole Region in 
the Dakotas.

"Wetlands are critical 
not only as waterfowl and 
other wildlife habitat, but 
also to help improve water 
quality and reduce flooding 
for downstream residents," 
Humphries said. "As the 
world leader in wetlands con-
servation, DU and our more 
than 1 million supporters and 
partners stand ready to work 
with Congress to maintain 
strong wetland protections 
like Swampbuster, which are 
critical to the future of conti-
nental waterfowl populations 
and our nation's hunting 
heritage."

DU is also strongly en-
couraging Congress to in-
clude a Sodsaver provision 
in the Farm Bill to maintain 
native grasslands for wildlife 
and ranchers and discourage 
taxpayer-incentivized conver-
sion of marginal lands not 
well suited for crop produc-
tion.

"DU looks forward to 
working with Chairwoman 
Stabenow and the Senate 
Committee on Agriculture, 
Nutrition and Forestry as the 
2012 Farm Bill moves towards 
the Senate floor, and hope-
fully in the House in the near 
term," Humphries said. "DU 
remains committed to playing 
a critical and supportive role 
to ensure the Farm Bill conser-
vation title gives agricultural 
producers the programs and 
tools they need to manage 
and maintain productive soil 
and water resources, while 
generating benefits for wa-
terfowl, hunters, anglers and 
wildlife watchers."

Ducks Unlimited 
joins other 

conservation, 
sportsmen’s groups in 
support of Sodsaver

In a letter submitted this 
week, hunting and fishing and 
conservation groups urged 
House Agriculture Committee 
Chairman Frank Lucas (OK) 
and ranking member Collin 
Peterson (MN) to adopt the 
Farm Bill’s Sodsaver provision 
to promote “responsible stew-
ardship of agricultural land 
and direct program benefits to 
acreage that is most suited for 
crop production.”

Ducks Unlimited signed the 
letter alongside approximately 
30 other groups, including the 
American Sportfishing Asso-
ciation, Izaak Walton League 

of America, National Wildlife 
Federation, Pheasants Forever 
and Theodore Roosevelt Con-
servation Partnership.

Sodsaver is of particular 
significance to DU’s conser-
vation work, as the provision 
is aimed at protecting native 
grasslands from being con-
verted to cropland in high-risk 
landscapes such as the Prairie 
Pothole Region of North and 
South Dakota.

The Senate farm bill ap-
proved by the Agriculture, Nu-
trition and Forestry Committee 
on April 26 includes a Sodsaver 
provision sponsored by Sen. 
John Thune (SD) and Mike 
Johanns (NE). While the time 
table for action in the House is 
still uncertain, DU and its part-
ners are working aggressively 
in the House to make sure 
Agriculture Committee mem-
bers know how important the 
Sodsaver provision is to DU’s 
conservation mission.

Local Ducks Unlimited 
chapter makes Top 100 
Roseville MN chapter 
recognized nationally

 The President’s Top 100 is 
one of the most highly sought-
after titles of recognition Ducks 
Unlimited offers to chapters 
throughout the nation. Each 
year, the list is comprised of the 
top 100 fundraising chapters 
in the United States. Through 
the efforts of these volunteer 
committees, DU is able to pur-
sue its mission of conserving, 
enhancing and restoring North 

America’s wetlands. This past 
fall, the Roseville chapter made 
the Top 100 list as one of the 
organization’s best fundraising 
chapters.      

“These fundraising events 
are the backbone of DU’s habi-
tat conservation efforts, and 
the volunteers who make up 
these chapters are the grass-
roots force making a difference 
for North American waterfowl 
populations,” said DU Presi-
dent John Newman. “It takes 
a great deal of effort to crack 
the Top 100, and these chapters 
deserve to be congratulated by 
every person who enjoys the 
outdoors.”

The Rosevil le chapter 
earned a spot in the Top 100 
out of the more than 2,700 DU 
chapters nationwide. DU’s 
event fundraising system has 
long been a model for other 
conservation organizations 
around the world and has 
funded a significant portion 
of the more than 12 million 
acres of wetlands and associ-
ated habitat DU has conserved 
since 1937.

This year’s Top 100 chap-
ters also have the distinction 
of being honored during DU’s 
75th Anniversary year, cel-
ebrated with special events and 
wetland project dedications 
nationwide. The Top 100 will 
be recognized during DU’s 
75th National Convention in 
Nashville at the end of May, 
with many chapter representa-
tives in attendance.
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PF, Sportsmen’s 
Groups Urge Keeping 

Land and Water 
Conservation Funding in 

Transportation Bill

Pheasants Forever and 
Ducks Unlimited will partner 
with South Dakota farmer/
ranchers and sportsmen in a 
telephone news conference on 
Thursday, May 24 to spotlight 
the opportunity to secure land 
and water conservation fund-
ing in the final transportation 
bill by the reauthorization 
deadline of June 30.

The House and Senate are 
currently debating two ver-
sions of a transportation bill in 
the hope of finding agreement 
on one final package. The Sen-
ate’s version of the Transporta-
tion bill (S. 1813) ensures that 
the funds authorized for the 
Land and Water Conserva-
tion Fund (LWCF) are spent 
for their intended purpose 
in each of the next two years 
and permanently commits 
1.5% of LWCF to projects that 
provide public access for hunt-

ing, fishing, and other outdoor 
recreation. This was added 
to the Senate bill during floor 
consideration in March, pass-
ing by an overwhelming 76-22 
bipartisan vote.

Securing this funding will 
be vital for areas like the Prai-
rie Pothole Region – one of the 
country’s most at-risk land-
scapes, but also an area well 
known to sportsmen for its 
importance for migratory wa-
terfowl and for upland birds. 
LWCF has also helped to pro-
vide access for hunting and 
fishing at hundreds of national 
wildlife refuges, national for-
ests, and national recreation 
areas, as well as state parks and 
wildlife management areas.

The teleconference will give 
reporters a chance to hear about 
the opportunity to secure ad-
ditional funding for habitat 
conservation and outdoor rec-
reation access and will provide 
an example of the areas that 
would benefit from funding.

For more info: l 800-621-
4410, passcode 6758331# 

Nebraska’s Landowners 
May Enroll in Wheat 
Stubble Management 

Program by July 1
South-Central Focus on 

Pheasants Events Scheduled 
in June

Pheasants, quail and other 
grassland birds benefit from 
the cover and food resources 
provided by taller stubble.

Pheasants, quail and other 
grassland birds benefit from 
the cover and food resources 
provided by taller stubble.

Nebraska - May 23 -

Landowners in parts of 
south-central Nebraska have 
until July 1 to enroll wheat 
stubble acres into an incen-
tive program offered under 
the South-Central Focus on 
Pheasants Initiative. The goals 
of the program are to increase 
and improve pheasant habitat, 
increase bird populations and 
provide additional public hunt-
ing access on private land.

Focus on Pheasants is a joint 
effort by the Nebraska Game 
and Parks Commission, Pheas-
ants Forever and conservation 
partners to increase the pheas-
ant population by creating and 
enhancing habitat through 
practices such as stubble man-
agement, interseeding, light 
disking, prescribed burning 
and the planting of native 
grasses and forbs.

The Wheat Stubble Manage-
ment Program will be offered 
in southern Harlan and Furnas 
counties, an area known as the 
South-Central Focus on Pheas-
ants area. In this new program, 
landowners are eligible to re-
ceive a $15-per-acre incentive 
for leaving wheat stubble taller 
than 15 inches undisturbed 
until April 1. Each landowner 
may enroll up to 320 acres per 
year for two years. Although 
optional, landowners earn ad-
ditional $3-per-acre payments 
if they allow public walk-in 

hunting access. Similar incen-
tives will be offered for tall milo 
stubble before the fall harvest.

Leaving tall stubble pro-
vides multiple benefits to ag-
riculture producers in dryland 
cropping rotations, including 
moisture savings and higher 
subsequent yields. Pheasants, 
quail and other grassland birds 
also benefit from the taller cov-
er and food resources provided.

Interested landowners 
should call Game and Parks’ 
John Laux at 308-928-2541 or 
Justin Haahr at 308-865-5308.

South-Central Focus on 
Pheasants Events Scheduled 
in June

South-central Nebraska 
landowners can attend two 
Focus on Pheasants events in 
early June to learn management 
practices that can increase agri-
cultural profitability and create 
wildlife habitat.

A habitat tour at Harlan 
County Lake is scheduled for 
June 6 at 9 a.m. at the Method-
ist Cove shelter. The tour will 
showcase grassland manage-
ment techniques implemented 
around the lake to improve 
habitat for pheasants, quail and 
other grassland birds.

The Ag and Pheasants 
Workshop will be held June 
7 at 9 a.m. at the Community 
Building in Beaver City, 318 
10th St. This event will high-
light management strategies 
for ag producers that increase 
profitably and create habitat 
beneficial to wildlife. Speak-
ers will discuss the economic 

benefits of tall wheat/
milo stubble in dry-
land crop rotations. 
With the recent estab-
lishment of the new 
focus area in southern 
Harlan and Furnas 
counties, landowners 
are urged to attend to 
learn about the new 
FOP landowner in-
centives and other 
programs offered in 
their area.

To register for the 
events, contact Game 
and Parks’ John Laux 
at 308-928-2541.

Rehan Nana (651) 
209-4973 Rnana@pheasantsfor-
ever.org

Haysville’s Corby 
Named Quail Forever 

Youth Education 
Coordinator in Kansas

Rose Corby a former Kansas 
Hunter Education Instructor of 
the Year

Quail Forever has named 
Rose Corby of Haysville, Kan-
sas, as the organization’s first-
ever Youth Education Coordi-
nator in the state. Corby will be 
working with the 40 Pheasants 
Forever chapters and 11 Quail 
Forever chapters in the state, 
as well as other conservation 
organizations, to recruit and 
increase youth participation 
in upland hunting and other 
outdoor activities.

Funding for the new posi-
tion was made possible by a 
collective effort that included 
Kansas Pheasants Forever and 
Quail Forever chapters, the 
Kansas Department of Wildlife, 
Parks and Tourism, Pass It On! 
Outdoor Mentors, and the Na-
tional Wild Turkey Federation.

“We are excited to create 
this special partnership in Kan-
sas,” says Cheryl Riley, vice 
president of education and out-
reach at Pheasants Forever and 
Quail Forever. “Rose will be in-
strumental in bringing together 
conservation organizations 
throughout Kansas to involve 
young people from diverse 
backgrounds in a wide variety 
of outdoor activities. Only by 
getting families engaged can 
we hope to develop the next 
generation of conservationists.”

Corby has been active in 
the Kansas hunter education 
program for 12 years, and she 
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was named the 2010 “Kansas 
Hunter Education Instructor 
of the Year.” She organized in-
structor workshops and hunter 
education classes and was 
successful in establishing ac-
credited Hunter Education 
Instructor courses at Wichita 
State University and Kansas 
State University.

“I am looking forward to in-
creasing the number of youths 
participating in existing out-
door events and through the 
collaboration of the various 
organizations involved we can 
expect to see a tremendous 
growth not only in attendance 
of our youths but the number 
of events available throughout 
the state of Kansas,” says Rose 
Corby, “It is through programs 
such as ‘Pass It On’, ‘No Child 
Left Indoors’, and the Leopold 
Education Project that we can 
provide excellent opportunities 
to educate our youths about the 
value of nature and the role that 
sportsmen play in conserving 
our wildlife and their natural 
habitat.”

Corby is a recent graduate 
of Wichita State University. 
She will be working from her 
home in Haysville and can be 
contacted at (316) 209-8118 or 
Email Rose.

Rehan Nana (651) 209-4973 
Rnana@quailforever.org

Kentucky Quail 
Unlimited Supports New 

Salato Center
Prairie-Bobwhite Exhibit

Kentucky Quail Unlim-
ited participated in the recent 
dedication of the Salato Cen-
ter’s new Prairie-Bobwhite Ex-
hibit in Frankfort, KY. “We are 
pleased to provide support for 
this fine exhibit and the outdoor 
educational opportunities it 
will provide,” stated Jack Por-
ter, KYQU State Chairman and 
Salt River QU chapter chair-
man. The exhibit is designed for 
a hands-on learning experience 
about efforts throughout Ken-
tucky to restore and manage 
prairie habitats and wildlife 
that use those areas, like bob-

white quail.
Families and kids can learn 

how prairie habitats help wild-
life by imaging they are a bob-
white quail chick that hatches 
from an oversized quail egg 
and then has the opportu-
nity to travel through good or 
poor cover to reunit with their 
mother.

The Salato Wildlife Educa-
tion Center staff worked closely 
with the Department’s Wildlife 
Division to design the new ex-
hibit. The Salt River Chapter of 
Quail Unlimited donated $6,000 
and $10,000 in funds from the 
sale of Kentucky QU bobwhite 
quail speciality license plates 
were also used to assist in con-
struction of the exhibit.

For more information about 
the Salato Center activities,

call 1-800-858-1549, ext. 
4445 or go to www.fw.ky.gov.

News From The AKC
covers everything from plan-
ning a breeding to whelping 
a litter to puppy care. We’ve 
made registering a litter easier 
through our online litter regis-
tration service. And by using 
your My AKC Account, a lot 
of the work is done for you. We 
developed AKC Online Record 
Keeping as a centralized area 
to maintain dog and litter re-
cords, your puppy owners and 
co-owners information, and 
the ability to quickly print pre-
filled records – all free for AKC 
breeders.

Breeders have told us that 
a constant flow of useful in-
formation is a crucial necessity 
in their quest for continuous 
improvement of their breed-
ing programs. In response 
to that need, we created the 
AKC Breeder Newsletter, a free 
quarterly publication covering 
nutrition, breeding techniques, 
health concerns, genetics, and 
informative interviews with 
respected AKC breeders. If you 
haven’t seen it lately, check out 
the latest issue (and back issues 
as well) on the AKC website 
under the "Breeders" tab.

Health is an important focus 
point for all responsible breed-
ers. Even our most strident de-
tractors are compelled to admit 
that AKC Parent Club breeders 
are dedicated to producing 
healthy puppies. Our commit-
ment to health and our breeders 
led to the establishment of the 
AKC Canine Health Founda-
tion. The AKC/CHF produces 
a series of podcasts on a variety 
of health issues called Genome 
Barks. All of the podcasts are 

May Chairman’s Report
AKC Breeders a Labor of 

Love 
One of the founding fathers 

of the American Kennel Club 
was William G. Rockefeller; his 
family is featured prominently 
throughout the history of the 
AKC. The Rockefellers had a 
family creed that formed their 
guiding principles. Visitors to 
New York will find it carved in 
granite at the entrance to the 
winter skating rink/summer 
restaurant area of Rockefeller 
Plaza. Included in the creed is 
the following principle: "every 
right implies a responsibility; 
every opportunity, an obliga-
tion; every possession, a duty." 
While I would venture that the 
vast majority of us don’t know 
a Rockefeller today, I believe we 
embrace the sentiment of the 
Rockefeller creed when it comes 
to our dogs. And nowhere is it 
more evident than among the 
breeders who are members of 
AKC Parent Clubs.

Through knowledge, pas-
sion, and determination, these 
breeders not only help preserve 
breed type, but improve the 
health, temperament and qual-
ity of their respective breeds 
as well. Responsible breeders 
serve as canine ambassadors, 
opening their homes to prospec-
tive owners, matching puppies 
with suitable families and bring-

ing the AKC into their puppy 
owners’ lives. But the most no-
ticeable accomplishment of our 
breeders can be seen in homes 
throughout America, in the 
happy and healthy family pets 
that bring joy and rewards be-
yond measure to their families. 
In fact, 90% of the dogs from all 
AKC registered litters are not 
bred, nor are they entered in 
any AKC event. Families have 
experienced not only a well-
bred puppy, but also a sup-
portive breeder who is there to 
provide advice on every issue 
imaginable throughout their 
dog’s life. It simply is what our 
breeders do and do so well.

The American Kennel Club 
values the hard work and im-
portance of those who maintain 
and improve the future of pure-
bred dogs; the Breeder of the 
Year award and the Breeder of 
Merit program were created to 
recognize these achievements. 
However, AKC’s commitment 
to our breeders goes far be-
yond recognition. The AKC 
has a number of supportive 
programs for breeders.

The AKC website (the excit-
ing re-imagination is coming 
this summer) is a deep resource 
for breeders, with help for all 
breeders. For the novice or 
infrequent breeder, there is 
solid information to help them 
through that somewhat scary, 
yet magical, experience. The 
first-time breeder’s resource 


