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“Stay’ exercises are notched 
up in degree of difficulty, with 
longer wait times, and with 
the handlers leaving the ring 
and going “out of sight.”

Utility is the most complex 
class. The dogs must respond 
to a series of hand signals 
(“Signal Exercise”), and stand 
for a more thorough examina-
tion (“Moving Stand”). For 
“Scent Discrimination,” a pile 
of identical articles (5 metal 
and 5 leather) is placed on 
the ground. The handler puts 
her scent on one leather and 
one metal article, and the dog 
must pick out and retrieve the 
articles bearing the handler’s 
scent. The dog must retrieve 
one of three gloves placed 
around the ring (“Directed 
Retrieve”), run away from the 
handler, stop, turn and sit on 
command and then take one of 
two jumps as indicated by the 
judge (“Directed Jumping”)

Each class level is divided 
into “A” and “B” sections, 
and there are many different 
criteria for which class a team 
enters. But the most impor-
tant part of this structure for 
those of you starting out is 
the Novice “A” class. This is 
your turf, newbie! No one can 
enter this class who has ever 
before shown a dog to a title. 
You only get to be Novice A 
once in your career, at the very 
beginning. Because we want 
you to stick with it, great care 
is taken with Novice A. Before 
the class starts the judge walks 
all of the entrants around the 

ring, talks them through the 
routine and answers ques-
tions. Many clubs offer extra 
prizes and gifts for Novice A 
participants (yea, free stuff!) 
There is no question that Nov-
ice A is the lifeblood of the 
sport, because from its ranks 
will come the top competi-
tors of tomorrow (that could 
be you!).

Rally
Rally Obedience, a very 

young sport (AKC offered the 
first class in 2005) was designed 
as a fun introduction to Obedi-
ence. It is also a terrific way to 
prepare a young dog for the 
stress and excitement of trial-
ing. As in Obedience, there 
are three levels of increasing 
difficulty: Novice (beginner); 
Advanced (intermediate); and 
Excellent (highest). A perfect 
score is 100, and a qualifying 
score is 70. When you get three 
legs (qualifying scores) you 
get a title: RN (Rally Novice); 
RA (Rally Advanced); and RE 
(Rally Excellent). The crowning 
achievement in Rally is the RAE 
title, awarded for receiving 10 
“double Q’s,” i.e., a qualifying 
score in both Excellent and 
Advanced at the same trial. The 
course is different each time, 
with the judges choosing 10 to 
20 exercises from a group of 
over 40. judging is less stringent 
than Obedience and a sense of 
teamwork and enthusiasm is 
paramount. (For more on Rally, 
see Chapter 5.) Rally is a bit like 
a treasure hunt, as you proceed 
from sign to sign and do what is 
asked of you at each stop.

Agility
There are lots of sources 

for information on Agility, 
but I mention it here because 
there is some confusion about 
its relationship to Obedience. 
While it’s true that an Agility 
dog must have basic obedience 
skills, it is a very different game 
with its own rules (and titles). 
I’m sure many of you have seen 
an Agility trial on TV, where 
a dog runs through a pre-set 
course of obstacles, climbing 
up and down A-frames, bur-
rowing through tunnels, going 
over colorful jumps and gen-
erally having a ball. Agility is 
like the horse world’s “Grand 
Prix jumping” and is the fastest 
growing dog sport in America.

Learning the rules
There are several rule 

books you need in order to 
fully understand the workings 
of an AKC Obedience or Rally 
trial. Each booklet costs under 
$9.00, or can be downloaded 
for free.

To order the actual booklet: 
Go to AKC.org.

Click on “Store,” on the top 
toolbar.

Scroll down to “Rules, 
Regulations and Resources” 
and click: Select “Companion 
Events.”

Go to “Select a Book.” Here 
you can purchase “Obedience 
and Rally Regulations.”

Go back to “Rules, Regula-
tions and Resources.” Click 

on “Club and Conformation 
Events.”

Select “Rules Applying to 
Dog Shows” and “Dealing 
with Misconduct.”

To download for free:

• Go to http://wwwakc.
org/rules/

• Select “Obedience Reg-
ulations,” “AKC Rally Regu-
lations,” “Rules Applying to 
Dog Shows” and “Dealing 
With Misconduct at AKC 
Events.”

The Obedience and Rally 
rule books should become 
your bible. Study them. Keep 
them in your training bag 
and read them often. The bet-
ter you know these rules, the 
more effective you can be as 
a handler, and the more con-
fident you will be in the ring. 
Read the sections for judges 
and Stewards, as well. They 
provide valuable insights into 
scoring. 

“Rules Applying to Dog 
Shows” and “Dealing with 
Misconduct” contain proce-
dures that also apply to Obe-
dience and Rally.

I have focused here on the 
AKC material, but remem-
ber to get the rules from the 
other registries if you decide 
to compete in their events. 
Each group has variations on 
the exercises. For instance, in 
AKC the Novice Class recall 
has the handler crossing the 
ring, turning and, on instruc-
tion from the judge, calling 

her dog. But in UKC, the dog 
must clear a jump on the way 
back to his handler. It’s not the 
same thing, at all!

So, which sport works 
for you? Are you attracted to 
the tight teamwork of Obedi-
ence? Do you like the idea of 
constantly communicating 
with your dog and doing 
something slightly different 
each time you go in the ring, 
as in Rally? Or are you only 
happy when you and Fido are 
on the move, running, jump-
ing and dashing around an 
Agility course? One thing is 
for certain; if you participate 
in any of these activities, you 
will have a bond with your 
dog that casual pet owners 
rarely experience.
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Meet The Breeder

When I sit behind a  show 
booth, as I just  did a few weeks 
ago, the most asked question I 
get is: “What is the best type of 
dog?” My response is always: 
”What type of hunting do you 
do?” Half the time their re-
sponse is: “Every kind of hunt-
ing.”  If that is truly the case 
and you go grouse 
hunting for the 
opener, woodcock 
hunting the next 
weekend, followed 
by a sharptail week-
end,  then duck 
opener, some early 
geese and dove, 
p h e a s a n t  w h e n 
their time comes 
and close with late 
season goose… AND you want 
a great pointing dog… I have 
one recommendation get a 
Wirehaired Pointing Griffon, 
and get one from De Jac Pine 
Kennels of central Wisconsin.

We have been wanting to do 
an article on Dave & Julie Carl-
strom of Bancroft, WI for sever-
al years. This summer all of our 
schedules aligned and we made 
it there. Dave & Julie have been 

breeding, running, judging and 
receiving NAVHDA awards for 
their Griffons for most of the 
past 13 years.  To give you an 
idea about how many litters 
they have they are working on 
their “P Litter” which means 
litter number sixteen.

Dave & Julie were breeding 
Brittanys for ten years prior so 
they know their dogs. They got 
their first Griffon in 1991. Brits 
and Griffs  are the same in some 
ways - good temperament and 
great with kids but are a world 
away from each other in other 
ways. Many Brits are known 
as big runners. Griffons are 
slower, closer more meticulous 
working dogs. Though both 
dogs will do water retrieves, 

the Griffon is simply better 
designed for water work espe-
cially as the temperatures drop. 
And the Carlstroms will con-
tend that a Griffons nose is at 
par with a German Shorthairs.

Of all the breeders we have 
done articles on I think the Carl-
stroms are the most interesting 
and particular in how they deal 
with their pups. Julie has an 
article from the late 80s about 
stressing pups; She has taken 
the method to heart. In the ar-
ticle pups of 5-10 days old are 
placed on cool smooth surface 
for 5 minutes.  While on the 
cool surface a towel is placed 
in the dryer. After five minutes 
the pup is placed on the warm 
towel. All the time they cannot 
touch mom or other pups they 

are used to in the 
litter.

This technique 
i s  repea ted  for 
about a week. Af-
ter a few days the 
pups accept the 
environment they 
are placed in. Ac-
cepting the environ-
ment and adjusting 
is something many 

dogs never deal with, they are 
continually fighting to become 
the alpha. The Carlstroms have 
found “stressing” the pups at 
the young age produces a litter 
without an alpha and a much 
more biddable pups and litters. 
Their wall of breeder awards 
would back that up.

Dave & Julie sell their pups 
with a written contract and 
guarantee.  All pups are reg-

impressed Ellen, dressed in 
black, was not a hair was left 
on her blouse.  That cannot be 
said of our springer Scooby a 
field springer.

After our talk inside, we 
toured Dave and Julies kennel, 
a place to be proud of. Then 
we watched these happy dogs 
work. Dave got a duck and did 
some water retrieves with sev-
eral dogs. The dogs are water 
nuts. They then wanted us to 
watch their fieldwork, but run-
ning short of time and seeing 
the wall of awards we’ll just 
take that for granted. All these 

for dogs that can point like a 
shorthair and pull a duck out of 
the water on some of the coldest 
days… quite the dogs.

So what does a pup from the 
award winning De Jac Griffons 
cost? A $200.00 deposit will 

Dejac’s Griffons: A Great 
Versatile Option

By Dennis Guldan

istered and micro chipped for 
permanent ID. And all their 
pups are named and dual reg-
istered with NAVHDA & Field 
Dog Stud book, with an AKC 
as an option. But you don’t 
get that registration until until 
after you have a hip evalua-
tion from either Penn Hip or 
OFA and tested your pup in a 
NAHVDA Natural Ability test. 
Unfortunately, many puppy 
owners never complete their 
registration requirements.

Are you looking for names 
for your pup? The Carlstroms 
have a great system. They have 
a book: Billboards Top 40’s 
Rock & Roll Songs back to 
1956. Every pup’s regis-
tered name is a song title. 
You of course can name 
your pup any call name  
you desire.

Dave and Julie also 
reserve the right, though 
rarely used, of the third 
puppy in any litter or mat-
ing you have.  This is more 
of a way to guarantee ac-
cess to their bloodlines in 
case something happens. 

So how about their 
dogs? They are VERY in-
telligent and very well 
mannered. We had three 
dogs in the house during 
the interview and all were 
well mannered. One had a ten-
nis ball which he would push 
over the edge of a stair and play 
a retriever game with itself. 

The same dog nine-month-
old pup wanted to get in Ellen’s 
lap. It was a fairly big dog… it 
just wanted to play. But what 

get you on the list for a pup. 
Total price is $1000.00 That 
may seem pricey but fourteen 
years ago the Carstroms paid 
$600 for their first Griffon. And 
I don’t know anyone who has 
ever bought a quality dog and 
regretted it.  Their website is 

www.dejacpinekennels.
com or call them at 715-
421-3227 they are great 
people with great dogs.

Dennis Guldan is the 
publisher of Bird Dog & 
Retriever News and hails 
from New Brighton, MN 
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Politics & Hunting ODYSSEY GSP: 
The finest name in 
quality companion 

GSP gun dogs 
today. An enduring 
commitment to total 

GSP excellence. 
Strong natural ability, 
correct conformation 
& great dispositions. 

“PROVEN” 
www.odysseygsp.net

Contact us: Odyssey@unitedsky.net 660-582-2737

The last 30 days have 
been chock full of 
key events that have 

a tremendous impact on the 
future of hunting, fishing 
and recreational shooting in 
America – events that are 
leading many sportsmen and 
women to draw conclusions 
about (or further cement their 
conclusions about) Democratic 
decision makers.

In the nation’s capitol, Con-
gress debated sportsmen’s 
access to public land, whether 
EPA could regulate ammuni-
tion and fishing tackle, wheth-
er recreational shooting should 
be permissible on national 
monument land where com-
patible, and last whether the 
United States should allow the 
importation of legally hunted 
trophies.

In California, the Senate 
debated whether to ban hunt-
ing black bears and bobcats 
using hounds. 

In Ohio, lawmakers pro-
tested colleagues holding clay 
bird shooting events as politi-
cal fundraisers in the wake of a 

school shooting that occurred in 
February 250 miles away from 
the proposed event.

In each of these cases, it was 
Democrats who led the charge 
opposing hunting rights, re-
stricting target shooting or 
decrying the use of firearms for 
recreational purposes.

In Congress, HR, 4089, 
the Sportsmen’s Heritage Act 
passed by an overwhelming 
274-146 vote.  Of the no votes, 
144 were Democrats. (79% 
of the Democrats in the U.S. 
House)

In California, SB 1221 passed 
the Senate Natural Resources 
Committee 5-3; followed by a 
5-2 vote before the Appropria-
tions Committee.  All yes votes 
were Democrats.  Not a single 
democrat voted to protect hunt-
ing.

And as one might expect, 
the howls of protest over the 
shooting event fundraiser in 
Ohio were by Democratic law-
makers; while the shoot was 
held by a Republican.

It’s not news that sportsmen 
have a much harder time gain-

ing support from Democratic 
lawmakers.  The question is 
why?  There are so many rea-
sons why the left-wing should 
love American hunters.

Here are seven:

We’re a minority.  There are 
roughly 20 million hunters in 
the United States, making us 
less than seven percent of the 
population.  Democrats purport 
to be the champions of the un-
der-represented.  Here we are!

We eat free range / organic 
food.  Democrats decry large 
livestock farms, and the use of 
hormones in meat.  Whether 
deer or duck, game is the ul-
timate healthy choice.  What’s 
the difference between free-
range chicken and free-range 
pheasant?

We preserve green space.  
No single group of Americans 
puts more money into habitat 
acquisition and preservation 
than hunters…billions upon 
billions of our license dollars 
and taxes on firearms and am-
munition for land that everyone 
else can use for free.  I thought 
Democrats love free stuff!

We feed the hungry.  Each 
year, hunters donate thousands 
of pounds of venison to local 
food pantries.  One would think 
the party of the Great Society 
would welcome our contribu-
tion to the safety net.

We support women’s rights.  
There are few things that make 
a sportsman happier than suc-
cessfully hooking a woman on 
hunting.  We’re even okay that 

they outshoot us many times.

We’re just regular folks.  For 
every African big-game hunter, 
there are thousands of hunters 
making a blue-collar living, and 
driving our American made 
trucks.

We’re animal lovers.  Hunt-
ers are the ones who pay for 
endangered species rehabilita-
tion, not Hollywood actors or 
fashion models.  And don’t 
even get me started on our 
dogs.  No one loves and is more 
obsessed with dogs than hunt-
ers.  And we don’t keep our 
dogs caged in purses where 
they can’t even turn around or 
stretch their legs.

My hope is that our left-
leaning law makers will read 
this article, and realize that we 
really do have so much in com-
mon.  And that they will join the 
minority of Democratic legisla-
tors who do vote pro-hunting 
and put an end to the discrimi-
nation that we have endured 
over the last thirty plus years.  
I’m hoping their position on 
hunting is evolving.

We will have at least two 
opportunities to see if this hap-
pens.

This week the full California 
Senate will likely vote on SB 
1221.  We will need no votes 
from Democrats to stop the 
hunting ban.

And the fate of HR 4089 
rests in the hands of the Demo-
cratically controlled United 
States Senate.

It’s an Election year.  What 

better time to show 20 mil-
lion Americans who their real 
friends are.

Share this:

    Facebook233

    Twitter17

    LinkedIn4

    Email

    More

7 Reasons the Left Should Be 
Pro-Hunting

By Rob Sexton
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Fall Elections

Unfortunately the vast ma-
jority of elected officials are not 
hunters.  So it is up to sports-
men to convince them why they 
should care about our issues.  
Of course there are roughly 20 
million hunters in America, so 
that is a huge start.  But what 
about the many candidates 

for office who represent areas 
where we just don’t have a lot 
of sportsmen and women?

If you live in one of these 
places you need to be armed 
with some good reasons why 
your elected official should care 
about hunting.  For many of 
them, hunting just doesn’t seem 
like a big deal.  Many dismiss it 
as a second-class issue.

Here’s why hunting is in the 
same class as the economy, jobs, 
healthcare, and the budget:

#1 Hunting is a major eco-
nomic driver.  Hunters buying 
gas, lodging, firearms, and 
other gear pump nearly $25 
billion into our economy every 
year just from retail sales.  The 
overall impact on our nation’s 
economy from hunters is more 
than $66 billion per year.  Hunt-
ing in America:  An Economic 
Engine and Conservation Pow-
erhouse.

If hunting itself was a corpo-
ration it would be high on the 
Fortune 500 list of America’s 
largest companies, ranking 
above well-known companies 
like Coca-Cola.  Hunting in 
America.

#2 Hunting means jobs.  The 
astounding economic impact 
attributed to hunters creates 
and supports jobs, and lots of 
them.  Hunting supports nearly 
600,000 jobs nationwide.  Hunt-
ing in America.

Laws that prohibit hunting 
or laws that keep hunters out of 
the woods come with a cost to 
both our economy and to jobs.

#3 Hunting promotes a 
healthy lifestyle.  It’s well 
known that America’s increas-
ingly indoor lifestyle contrib-
utes to obesity which is a ma-
jor factor in increased health 
problems and healthcare costs.  
Getting youth (and adults) to 
spend more time outdoors is 
one way to combat obesity.  
Check out No Child Left Inside 
for some information on obesity 
and the indoor lifestyle.

Hunters are active – they 
get off the couch and move.  
They slog through marshes to 
duck blinds, hike the Rocky 
Mountains in search of elk, and 
spend their time in the off sea-
son hanging treestands.

Exercise is a major factor in 
leading a healthy lifestyle and 
fewer trips to the doctor and 
insurance claims mean lower 
costs and lower health insur-
ance rates.  Exercising is pre-
ventative medicine that helps 
keep healthcare costs from 
climbing.

The healthcare debate is 
not going away anytime soon.  
Protecting hunting and open-
ing the doors for new hunters 
encourages an active outdoor 

lifestyle and plays a legitimate 
role in the healthcare discus-
sion.

#4 Hunters and anglers 
fund habitat preservation and 
fish and wildlife conservation.  
Every day hunters and anglers 
contribute more than $4.7 mil-
lion to wildlife conservation 
– that’s more than $1.7 billion 
annually!  The Hunter and Con-
servation.  This funding comes 
from sportsmen and women 
purchasing hunting and fish-
ing licenses as well as through 
excise taxes on firearms, am-
munition, and fishing gear.

Even if conservation is not 
their top priority, elected of-
ficials would struggle to come 
up with the funds to replace 

what sportsmen and women 
voluntarily contribute each 
year for conservation given the 
challenges facing Social Secu-
rity, Medicare, national defense, 
and more.

Restrictions on hunting and 
angling would just add more 
burden to the nation’s budget 
woes.

Resources to Keep You In-
formed

It’s vital as the election 
draws near that sportsmen and 
women stay informed on things 
both in Washington D.C. and 
in state capitals.  Here are two 
tools to help:

Check out the U.S. Sports-
men’s Alliance website to learn 
more about pro- and anti-hunt-

Four Reasons Hunting Really 
Matters in the 2012 Elections

By Jeremy Rine

ing legislation, who is behind 
them, and how best to protect 
your hunting rights.

For information on where 
candidates stand on firearms 
issues and the second amend-
ment, check out a new resource 
provided by the National Shoot-
ing Sports Foundation,
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Grouse hunting in Alaska 
would be a more appealing 
sport were it not for its danger. 
Most of the year the grouse is 
passive, but during the mat-
ing season its ferocity can be 
notorious. They will most often 
ignore you, but if pushed or 
backed into a corner, caution 
is the watchword. No one who 
has studied pictures of men in 
a spruce forest exposed to the 
assault of a blue grouse fly-
ing directly at them out of the 
trees ever ventures with rifle or 
shotgun into the forest without 
a certain terror. No one who 
reads of the exploits of these 
men does so without a deep 
feeling of admiration for their 
heroism.

And so, our tale begins. In 
the dark primeval rainforest of 
Southeast Alaska, silently stalk-
ing through the windbreaks, ev-
ery nerve taut, every neck hair 
on end, were me, Old Halvors-
en, and Hosehead, Faithful Dog 
of the North. It was a bad busi-
ness, and we proceeded with 
trepidation. The cold sweat 
on Old Halvorsen's forehead 
telegraphed heebie-jeebies to 
my own gooseflesh. Suddenly, 
Old Halvorsen tossed caution 
to the wind.

"I wish I'd listened to Bat-

tleaxia," he blurted.

"Why? What did she say?"

"I don't know. I didn't lis-
ten."

Real men don't fear birds. 
Such was my attitude a couple 
weeks earlier when this fear 
was but a sissy notion to be 
pooh-poohed and cut dead by 
denial. A distant blue grouse 
had just hooted the arrival 
of May's first warm day as I 
walked up to Old Halvorsen's 
porch. There I beheld a most 
unsettling and pitiful sight. The 
lounge chairs had been set out 
in the sun and were occupied 
by two great white whales, both 
asleep. One of the leviathans 
was Old Halvorsen's wife, Bat-
tleaxia. The other was her twin 
sister Ponderousa. Neither 
awoke as I arrived, each seem-
ingly intent on sunburning the 
roof of her mouth. Spring is her-
alded in funny ways in Alaska.

I knocked on the door and 
a clothed primate answered. It 
was Old Halvorsen, coveralled 
like some grand poobah of the 
dog trainer's guild. He had been 
teaching Hosehead to open the 
refrigerator and bring him a 
sandwich and beer. But Hoseh-
ead has a way of dealing with 
pressure. He passes out.

"I have a friend who lives 
in Angoon," Old Halvorsen 
reported, "and he tells me the 
hooters have been a real prob-
lem out there."

The ears on Hosehead the 
Faithful shot straight up at the 
mention of "hooters." His tail 
dropped between his legs, and 
he cowered out to the porch 
and crawled under Battleaxia's 
chair with a whimper. Hoseh-
ead, a veteran of the field, has 
experienced the roar of the 
grouse lifting off. He often 
flushes them well out in front 
where you don't have to waste 
ammunition missing them.

"My friend tells me there 
is a giant bird they call Ol' 
Bad Blue out there, that has 
been tormenting the village 
for the fifth consecutive spring, 
and the local folks are gettin' 
real tired of watching this big 
brown pterodactyl carry off all 
their blueberry bushes," Old 
Halvorsen went on.

He said the bird was a prob-
lem at other times.

Apparently, every August 
the big bird and his flock alight 
on the gravel roadway leading 
out of town to secure grit for 
the coming winter months. 
The subsequent chuckholes 
fill with water and impede 
travel. Although the yawning 
abysses serve as rest havens 
for migratory waterfowl, and 
even though Jacques Cousteau 
reportedly plans on explor-
ing some of the deeper ones 
soon, the villagers don't want 
any more excitement going on 
around there. They just wanted 

rid of that evil bird, and offered 
to pay all costs for two experi-
enced hunters to fly out there 
and shoot Ol' Bad Blue.

Well, where could you find 
two more experienced hunters 
than me and Old Halvorsen, 
together with Hosehead the 
Faithful? Old Halvorsen was 
not that great of a wing shot 
since he had the reflexes of a 
snowman, but his famous dog 
made up for a lot of human 
inadequacy. Hosehead reput-
edly could find anything alive 
in the woods, because, despite 
his fear of birds, he could track 
like a weasel down a drainpipe.

So here we were, slinking 
through the dense northern 
forest full of fear and waiting 
for sight of Ol' Bad Blue, the 
biggest, meanest grouse ever to 
scratch for boreal grit. Actually, 
Old Halvorsen wasn't slinking. 
He was on point, stalking like a 
drum major marching through 
potato chips.

The old boy had apparently 
lost all his cookies this time. 
The fear, like combat fatigue, 
had taken grip and transformed 
him into a reckless chatter-
box. He began telling me and 
Hosehead about the birds of 
Alaska.

"There are only two kinds 
of birds in Alaska," he began. 
"There are big brown birds, 
and there are little brown birds. 
More than that, no one needs 
to know."

It was a classification system 
Old Halvorsen had developed 
because of the failure of birds 

to match their descriptions in 
the Field Guide to the Birds of 
Alaska. A failing, of course, on 
the part of the bird.

Hosehead and I just kept 
silent, about five paces back, 
waiting for that heart attack 
burst of grouse to erupt any sec-
ond. A varied thrush signaled 
its presence and Old Halvorsen 
studied it and continued with 
his birding lesson.

"Now that there is a lite 
brown bird," he reported. 
"They're a third less filling than 
your regular brown birds."

About that time Hosehead 
swung out to the left and began 
sniffing and snorting. Suddenly, 
the forest floor exploded in his 
face hurling birds, leaves and 
feathers into the air. A school of 
grouse! I waited a split second 
and swung my shotgun to bear 
down on the lead bird. I failed 
to notice a spruce tree swinging 
into the path of my gun barrel 
and the resulting blow to my 
jaw dropped me like a sack of 
clams.

About thirty seconds later I 
came to my senses and crawled 
around the tree moaning and 
scratching the ground for my 
glasses.

"Quit grousing," said Old 
Halvorsen. He had two dead 
hooters in hand and pointed 
out the direction where the 
flock disappeared. They had 
flown into brush impervious to 
a skinny mink.

For the next hour we hunted 
down the singles. In self de-
fense, Old Halvorsen added 

three more birds to his bag. 
I practiced conservation and 
habitat improvement, choos-
ing to sluice and trim much of 
the thick brush instead of tak-
ing easy shots at grouse flying 
near it.

A little later Old Halvorsen 
scored another double. I quick-
ly pretended to reload and 
asked him if he had fired, too. 
Finally, exhausted, we took a 
lunch break. The solitude was 
overwhelming and ominous. 
Hosehead the Faithful was no-
where in sight, but the muted 
flushing of distant birds told us 
the dog was still at work.

As we finished the last sand-
wich, a sudden yelp of canine 
horror split the spring air. It 
was followed by the sounds 
of bushes being trampled and 
trees tossed aside.

"It's a gorilla!" I cried.

"No, it's a big grouse!" ex-
claimed Old Halvorsen.

We leaped to our feet, guns 
loaded and pointed, hearts 
pounding. But it was Hoseh-
ead who materialized, like a 
willo’-the-wisp gliding through 
the impenetrable brush. He 
was panicked and trembling, 
and he crawled between Old 
Halvorsen's legs and just quiv-
ered. His eyes had that glazed 
look that a rabbit gets when it 
thinks the best way to deal with 
approaching headlights is to 
out stare them. It was obvious 
that he had encountered Ol’ 
Bad Blue.

Hosehead's  demeanor 
caused me to harbor some 
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