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This is a great example of how 
a website should be done. This 
web site prints out to be about 
10 pages for $360 a year or $90/
quarter. We offer websites 
from $160/year. 

This issues featured website

Brown's Spring River 
Retrievers

Camo is a beautiful black 
68lb female.  She has her UKC  
HR title and will go back into 
competition to earn her HRCH 
title after the puppies are 
weaned.

She is the most driven re-
triever we have ever owned.  
She absolutely loves to hunt 
and retrieve.  She also has an 
incredible field trial pedigree.   
Her sire is GRHRCH UH Mc-
Mac Magic Eyes a Smilin MH & 
her dam is HRCH UH Ramblin 
Man’s Jade of Honor MH.   Her 
grandsires are 2xNAFC   2xC-
NAFC  FC/AFC Ebonstar Lean 
Mac & 2xNAFC/FC Candle-
wood’s Ramblin Man. 

The sire of this litter FC Ripar-
ian Windfall (Ricky) is a hand-
some 80lb yellow male.  Ricky 
qualified for the 2009 NRC, he 
has his amateur win plus points.

He was on the 2003 National 
Derby List.  Ricky’s first breed-
ing produced Contender ’s 
Dora who was #2 on the 2005 
Derby list.  He has lots of go 
power and loves to please.  He 
is an excellent marking and lin-
ing dog.  He is an exceptional 
upland hunter , but is equally 
at home lounging on the sofa.

Ricky’s sire is FC AFC 
Blackwater Rudy, his dam is 
FC AFC Riparian Mariah.  For 
more information, pedigree 
& pictures please visit www.
riparianretrievers.net

Bob & Carla Brown
8051 Lawrence 2218
Monett, MO 65708
PH: 417-235-8241 

New litter of yellow fac-
tored blacks and hopefully yel-
low puppies born 3-11-12.

We have 1 yellow males, 1 
black males available.

FC Riparian Windfall (Ricky)

We are located in south-
western Missouri. It is our 
goal to produce labrador re-
triever pups with natural born 
and bred hunting-retrieving 
instincts, intelligence & won-
derful temperament It is our 
desire that our labs be able to 
successfully participate in field 
trial / hunt test events, or to be 
a welcome hunting partner, and 
loved member of the family.

All of our breeding stock 
is OFA rated EXCELLENT or 
GOOD on hips, normal on el-
bows. Eyes are CERF certified, 
and have strong field trial / 
hunt test pedigrees.
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Welcome to the June/July 2012 issue of Bird Dog & Retriever News. Thank you advertisers for 
supporting us and readers for spreading the word that we exist and have for 20 years.

It’s June 4th and I am about to put this issue to bed and online for everyone to read. Some may say 
it is four days late, so be it, but if you don’t count the weekend I am but one. Finally back to a bi-
monthly magazine that comes out, about the 1st of every other and online for free.

I have done a LOT of work on the website and lately and have two of our now FOUR calendars: Gun 
shows & Trial/Tests current to the end of the year.  Expect to have all of them including: Shows & 
Agility current to six months out by months end.  We have added an agility calendar since many of 
you have requested it.

A few things we feature in this issue. First we stray a bit from hunting in our Buy The Book segment 
and look at Diana Kerew-Shaw’s Book The ABCs of Competition. In Diana’s book we take a look at 
obedience, not offend covered in BD&RN.

With the national election looming this fall I picked two articles to about things we should know 
and think about when we get into the always-present 
political discussions on election year.

We also take a look at two birds, the Ruffed Grouse 
from the wooded area of the country and the Prairie 
Chicken from the Great Plains. Hopefully you will be 
better informed about each after the articles.

We have been getting a LOT of rain lately. The reason 
that is important is the bird hatch is usually around 
Memorial Day. Excess moisture, as we had this year, 
does not bode well for the birds still in the nest 
possibly getting flooded.  I will try to contact game 
farms and people in the know across the country to 
give you a better fell how the hatch went as we get 
closer to bird season.

Looks like I’m out to space,
Catch you in the field and at the 
shows,

Dennis Guldan
Publisher Bird Dog & Retriever 
News
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What’s New

FIREARMS GUIDE 3rd 
EDITION 

Firearms Guide: 3rd Edition 
is the world’s most extensive 
firearms, ammo and air guns 
reference guide and schemat-
ics library on DVD for PC and 
Mac computers. It raises the bar 
from standard firearms publica-
tions like magazines and books 
to the next level of multimedia 
publications. It is a must have 
for anyone with an interest in 
firearms, air guns, ammunition, 
hunting and shooting, both for 
professionals and hobbyists. 
Firearms Guide is the ultimate 
tool to search, find, identify and 
research guns.

Firearms Guide is also a 
huge Schematics Library with 
over 3,000 printable gun sche-
matics with parts lists from 268 
manufacturers.

• Available in (both PC and 
MAC version) 

Retail price: $39.95 
www.firearmsguide.com

Apple Blossom Naturals

Apple Blossom Naturals 
presents ABN Ear Cure, a 100 
percent natural ear infection 
cure for dogs. The treatment 
is formulated for all types of 
ear infections—bacterial, viral 
and fungal—and contains pro-
biotics and natural anti-viral, 
anti-bacterial and anti-fungal 
ingredients, the company adds.

It is strong enough to kill 
viruses, bacteria, yeast and fun-
guses, but also gentle enough to 
use on your dog

Our solution is sold in a 4 
oz bottle with a twist top cap 
for easy use and application.  
Ingredients: Apple Cider Vin-
egar, Distilled Water, Aloe Vera, 
Coconut Oil, Sea Salt, Essential 
Oils, Grapefruit Seed Extract. 
Also works great for wrinkles! 
Clean and prevent dirty wrin-
kle infections!

$16.50
Contact: 651-528-7638

www.appleblossomnaturals.com

OtterBox Phone Cases
Also in PINK CAMO
With OtterBox Commuter Se-

ries Realtree camo iPhone cases, 
hunters can sport their favorite 
pattern for all their pursuits. Our 
new selection of Commuter Series 
camo iPhone 4 & 4S cases provide 
unrivaled protection so you never 
leave home without your camo.

The Commuter Series camo 
iPhone case comes in two Real-
tree designs, AP-Pink and Max-4. 
Realtree AP stands for “all pur-
pose” and features a mix of pine 
and hardwoods, for a natural 
look and feel. AP-Pink takes the 
“all purpose” pattern and turns 
it into a style statement with the 
inclusion of a pink background. 
Realtree Max-4 is one of the most 
popular waterfowl camo patterns 
in the field and features a variety of 
natural surroundings like cattails, 
crops and trees. 

$44.95
www.otterbox.com

Therapik for Bites & 
Stings

Therapik® is a small, por-
table, hand-held, battery-
powered device. It measures 
approximately 3cm x 3cm x 
10cm and weighs less than four 
ounces, including the battery. 
The heat is initiated by use of a 
simple, non-locking, finger or 
thumb activated on/off switch. 
Heat is produced as long as the 
switch is depressed; when pres-
sure on the switch is released, 
the circuit is interrupted and 
heat is no longer produced.

The source of the infrared 
heat is a small electric bulb with 
a nominal voltage rating of 5 
volts. The bulb is driven by a 
user replaceable 9-volt alkaline 
battery, which effectively over-
drives the bulb to produce an 
energy output of approximately 
1.25 watts.

The mesh also avoids push-
ing a stinger further into the 
skin in the event that the stinger 
has been left behind in the 
wound. Thus, treatment may 
be initiated to inactivate the 
venom before attempting to 
remove the stinger.

$12.95
www.therapik.com

Retrievers in the Field DVD
You can order direct or 

buy online through our Pay-
Pal Shopping Cart. Quick Dog 
Productions™ created 2 ver-
sions of Retrievers in the Field: 
From A Dog’s Perspective. A 
Standard version (approx. 40 
min), uses training bumpers in 
the scenarios, and is designed 
for people who may be new 
at training retrievers, or are 
newly introduced to fieldwork. 
The Hunter’s version (approx. 
50 min), shows traditional 
waterfowl training scenarios, 
and is for people familiar to 
the sport of hunting and com-
petition retrieving. When or-
dering know that some of the 
produced scenes are similar in 
both versions. We recommend 
that Hunters or experienced 
handlers purchase the Hunter’s 
version. Family dog owners 
might want to select the Stan-
dard version.

$14.95
www.quickdogproductions.com

Spibelt: The leash with a 
pocket

The SPIbelt™ is sleek, ex-
pandable, secure, and does 
not bounce. It can hold an 
iPhone™, Droid™, keys, cash, 
credit cards, identification and 
many other small personal 
items. SPIbelt™ won’t ride 
or shift while running or par-
ticipating in other vigorous 
activities.

Fits waist size 24” through 
40”. Pocket length is 6.5” and 
expands to 3”D x 4.5”H Proud-
ly made in Austin, Texas.
 

$19.95
www.spibelt.com
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Buy The Book

Since you can’t tell a book from its cover we offer 
you seven pages from this book  to decide if you 

want to do buy the book!

Thanks to Dog Wise Publicating we have 
offered you an excerpt from It’s a Dog 
Not a Toaster by Diana Kerew-Shaw

For the beginner, trying to enter the world 
of Obedience can be like trying to enter 
a foreign country without the necessary 

visas. Even if you are working with a reputable 
trainer or club, it is possible to head for your first 
trial without knowing all the rules. And, beyond 
what is needed in the ring, there are all kinds of 
unwritten rules of procedure and behavior that can 
be intimidating and indecipherable to the uniniti-
ated. And the dirty secret is that there are some in 
the Obedience community who like it that way 
... as if Obedience were an exclusive club with a 
secret handshake.

But we don’t subscribe to that exclusionary at-
titude, do we? So let’s shine a light on the world 
of competition, and get an overview of the sport. 
Knowledge is power, right? Despite what it might 
look like when you first venture out, we really, re-
ally want you to join us!

What is an Obedience Trial, anyway?
According to the AKC (American Kennel Club) 

rule book, “Obedience trials are a sport” which 
“demonstrate the dog’s ability to follow specified 
routines” and “emphasize the usefulness of the dog 
as a companion to man.” It was created in 1936, but 
really took off after World War II. The AKC, the 
largest dog registry in the country, places Obedi-

ence in a group of sports called “Companion 
Events,” where dogs of any breed, age and 
athletic ability can show off their skills and 
bonds with their humans. There are several 
different kinds of “companion” and “Perfor-
mance” events, including agility, tracking, 
herding and hunting, but our interest here 
is Obedience, and its offshoot, Rally, which 
is basically just another form of Competition 
Obedience. I won’t go into great detail about 
the increasingly popular sport of Rally, but a 
lot of what I will discuss in this book regarding 
being prepared, competing, attitudes and the 
like apply to Rally just as much as to tradi-
tional Obedience. Besides the AKC, there are 
a number of other registries that put on trials 
(more on that shortly), so there are many op-
portunities to compete.

Organizations that offer 
Obedience and Rally,
Okay, I bet you have some 

questions, already. For instance, 
what is a registry? A registry 
is a group that keeps track of 
pedigrees by registering pup-
pies. And for those of you with 
mixed-breeds, all of the reg-
istries permit them to register 
for performance competitions 
as long as they are spayed or 
neutered, so there’s room for 
everyone, no matter what kind 
of dog you train and love. 

Members of these organiza-
tions are not individuals like 
you and me. Rather, a registry 
can be described as “a club of 
clubs.” The members are dog 
clubs around the country, who 
pay dues, elect delegates and-
most important for you and 
me-put on dog shows.

The following is a list of the 
groups that offer Obedience 
and Rally trials. Remember, 
you have to register your dog 
if you want to compete, and 
you can register with multiple 
registries. It’s worth looking at 
groups beyond AKC, because 
their trials are often more laid 
back and easier to navigate 
than AKC events and offer a 
great way for newcomers to get 
started. Here are the websites 
where you can get more infor-
mation and learn about how to 
register.

AKC (American Kennel 
Club) Website: AKC.org Wel-
comes all breeds and mixed-
breeds Offers Obedience and 
Rally

ASCA (Australian Shep-
herd Club of America) Website: 
ASCA.org Welcomes all breeds 
and mixed-breeds Offers Obe-
dience and Rally

APDT (American Pet Dog 
Trainers) Website: APDT.com 
Welcomes all breeds and mixed-
breeds Offers Rally

UKC (United Kennel Club) 
Website: ukcdogs.com Wel-
comes all breeds and mixed-
breeds Offers Obedience and 
Rally

Which sport for you?
One of the great things 

about dog sports is all the 
options you have to show off 
your bond with your dog. But 
options can be confusing, so 
here’s a brief idea of what com-
peting in the various branches 
of Obedience is like. Don’t let 
all the titles, abbreviations and 
descriptions overwhelm you. 
As you continue you will get 
used to the jargon, I promise!

Obedience
Competitive Obedience 

focuses on a handler and dog 
performing a series of precise 
behaviors, as directed by a 
judge, and evaluated against 
the standard of an ideal perfor-
mance. Each “exercise” has a 
numerical value, and a perfect 
score is 200. There are three lev-
els of difficulty: Novice (begin-
ner); Open (intermediate); and 
Utility (highest). Each team (an 
owner/handler and dog) must 
achieve a score of at least 170, 
with more than half of the avail-
able points in each exercise, 
to obtain a qualifying score, 

or “leg.” When a team has ac-
cumulated three legs, it wins a 
title for that level: Companion 
Dog (CD) for Novice; Compan-
ion Dog Excellent (CDX) for 
Open; and Utility Dog (UD) 
for Utility. There are additional 
classes and titles, which will be 
described later in this book, but 
these are the basic classifica-
tions. In the ring, the handler 
receives instructions from the 
judge for each exercise. Obedi-
ence emphasizes naturalness 
and teamwork between human 
and animal. Its cues are subtle. 
At the highest levels, dog and 
handler move together like 
a polished team of ballroom 
dancers. Once you’ve seen how 
awesome this can be, I’m bet-
ting you will want to try it!

Obedience Exercises
In Novice, the dogs are 

asked to walk at their handlers’ 
sides (“Heel”), both on-leash 
and off. They must “Stand for 
Examination” while a judge 
touches them. They must come 
when called (“Recall”). And 
they must stay in place, lined 
up in a group (“Group Exer-
cises”), both sitting and lying 
down, while their handler ’s 
stand at the other end of the 
ring.

In Open, the dogs Heel off-
leash. They must perform the 
Recall, but stop and lie down 
on a signal from the handler   
(“Drop on Recall”).

They must retrieve a dumb-
bell, both “on the flat” and 
when going over a jump. They 
must also perform a “Broad 
Jump.” The Sit and Down 

CHAPTER 4
An Obedience 

Primer: The ABCs of 
Competition
By Diana Kerew-Shaw


