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Wisconsin
cooperative effort leads 

to major rifle range 
improvements

What began as an idea is 
turning into reality at a rifle 
range near Wautoma in Waush-
ara County. The original range, 
built on state property in the 
1960s, was becoming increas-
ingly unsafe due to its layout.

“The berms between the 
shooting lanes were very, very 
low,” said Paul Samerdyke, a 
wildlife biologist with the De-
partment of Natural Resources. 
“People walking up to the range 
had to come through a wooded 
area, which led them right up 
against the range itself.”

This aerial photo shows 
berms being constructed 
at the new Wautoma rifle 

range.
When discussions began 

about renovating the range, 
Operating Engineers Local 
139 based in Coloma stepped 
forward, making a significant 
donation of time and resources 
toward the project. About 25 
students and their trainers 
began by designing a layout 
for the new range and within a 
day, dug a sample on their own 
property for DNR staff to see.

Then the heavy machinery 
arrived on site, 16 pieces to be 
exact, ready to move sand and 
top soil from the property into 
four separate range lengths: 50 
feet for handguns and 50, 100 
and 200 yards for shotguns and 
rifle shooting. 

“The new design makes 
it significantly safer for ev-
eryone enjoying the range,” 
Samerdyke said. 

“There are 25 foot high 
backstop berms for the shoot-
ing. There are 14 foot high 
berms between each shooting 
range so now there will be no 
stray bullets,” explained Dan 
Sperberg of Operating Engi-
neers Local 139, “The old road 
went through wetlands. We 
reclaimed that land by taking 
the road out and restoring it to 
its natural state.”

The next best thing to the co-
operative effort is the funding. 
OE 139 spent approximately 
$2,400 a day in fuel and did 
the work free of charge. Gravel 
to pave the new road and 
walkways came from wildlife 
and sharecrop funds that are 
allocated for infrastructure 
use. DNR is currently seeking 
donations to cover the costs of 
grass seed.

In addition, the Wautoma 
High School shop class is build-
ing a handicapped bench for 
the facility. DNR is looking at 
restoring some of the bench-
es, which were previously 
there, while prison officials 
in Redgranite contacted the 
agency about building picnic 
tables and benches as well.

The range is expected to 
reopen to the public in late May.

F O R  M O R E  I N F O R -
MATION CONTACT: Paul 
Samerdyke - 920-787-7428 or 
Trish Ossmann, DNR Northeast 
Region public affairs manager 
– 920-662-5122

Wyoming
Pine Bluffs Pheasants 

Forever chapter Receives 
national Award

Conducting a prescribed 
burn to improve upland game 
bird habitat is one of the many 
youth activities of the Pine 
Bluffs Pheasants Forever Chap-
ter. 

Laramie County may not be 
known nationally for its pheas-
ants – but if it wasn’t before, it 
sure is known nationally now 
for its Pheasants Forever chap-
ter. The High Plains Chapter 
of Pine Bluffs was honored 
with the No Child Left Indoors 
National Award at the organi-
zation’s national Pheasant Fest 
& Quail Classic in Kansas City, 
Mo. Feb. 17.

The chapter was lauded 
for its myriad annual youth 
events including family shoot-
ing range day, mentored pheas-
ant and goose hunts, wildlife 
field day for Pine Bluffs, Albin, 
Carpenter, and Burns kinder-
garten -sixth graders and wild 
game processing day.

“We’re proud of what all 
chapters do for youth, but the 
High Plains chapter goes above 
and beyond with all their ef-
forts,” said Cheryl Riley, Pheas-
ants Forever’s vice president 
of Education and Outreach. 
“The chapter recognizes that 
it takes more than a one-time 
event to keep youth engaged 
and they have addressed that 
with a variety of activities led 
by individuals youngsters can 
relate to.”

With the interest and fol-

lowing generated from the 
activities, High Plains took 
the outreach a step further by 
starting a youth-only Pheasants 
Forever chapter in 2010 – one 
of only six youth chapters na-
tionwide.

“The High Plains chapter 
has had a strong youth focus 
since the start, thanks in large 
part to our initial youth co-
ordinator, Spike Giachino,” 
said Dean Bowman, one of the 
chapter’s founding members 
and former president. “Spike 
got our youth outreach rolling 
and it continues to grow.”

Bowman accepted the fifth 
annual No Child Left Indoors 
Award on behalf of the chapter 
at national convention. “This 
was a team effort and we have 
a very strong and dedicated 
team,” he said. “Brian and Patty 
Mann along with my wife BJ are 
constantly looking for activities 
to generate outdoor interest in 
the kids.”

The High Plains Chapter 
#321 was founded in 1990 in 
Cheyenne and moved to Pine 
Bluffs in 2000 where Glenn 
Manley is the current President. 
The chapter currently sports 
327 members.

“Hopefully the news of this 
award will help individual 
hunters and other outdoor or-
ganizations realize there are 
many kids out there begging 
to go hunting or just get out-
doors -- but educating comes 
with a price,” he said, adding 
the chapter always needs and 
welcomes sponsors for their 
youth activities.

“We keep the kids and our-
selves busy with fund raising 
activities to support the groups’ 
interests.”

Both the High Plains Chap-
ter and their student chapter, 
the Texas Trail Ringnecks, were 
also recognized for their educa-
tion fund-raising in the March 
issue of Pheasants Forever mag-
azine. Of the 700 plus Pheasants 
Forever chapters, High Plains 
ranked ninth and the Texas Trail 
Ringnecks 43rd.

(Contact: Jeff Obrecht (307) 
777-4532) 

Us F&W
ohio youth Wins the 
Federal Junior Duck 
stamp competition
The U.S. Fish and Wildlife 

Service announced today a 
northern pintail was selected 
to appear on the 2012-2013 
Federal Junior Duck Stamp. 
The design for the new stamp, 
painted by Christine Clayton, 
was chosen by a panel of judges 
at the national Junior Duck 
Stamp Art Contest, held at the 
Patuxent Research Refuge in 
Laurel, Md.

“I congratulate our winning 
artist and all of the talented 
young people who participate 
in the Junior Duck Stamp Con-
servation and Design Program 
each year,” said Dan Ashe, 
Director of the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service. “Now in its 
twentieth year, the Junior Duck 
Stamp Competition is the cul-
mination of a year-long Junior 
Duck Stamp conservation pro-
gram used by educators across 
the nation to connect youth 
with nature and inspire bud-
ding wildlife artists.”

The oil painting, which won 
the Ohio Junior Duck Stamp 
Contest, was judged the winner 
among Best-of-Show entries 
from all 50 states, the District of 
Columbia, Puerto Rico and the 
U.S. Virgin Islands.   Proceeds 
from sales of the Junior Duck 
Stamp -- which the Service sells 
for $5 -- support environmental 
education.

Matthew Messina of Avon, 
Conn., took second place with 
an oil painting depicting a 
single wood duck.   Third place 
went to Hyun Wang of Ca.  for 
his rendition of a pair of hooded 
mergansers.   The 2012 Federal 
Junior Duck Stamp Conserva-
tion Message Contest win-


