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hunting seasons’ regulations 
proposals is coming to a close. 
The comment period will be 
open until May 14.

TWRA staff made its pro-
posals during the April meet-
ing of the Tennessee Wildlife 
Resources Commission. (To 
see the April TWRC meeting 
release and the proposals, click 
here.)

Public comments will be 
considered by TWRAs Wildlife 
Division staff and may be pre-
sented as proposals for regula-
tion changes.  Comments may 
be submitted by mail to: 2012-
13 Hunting Season Comments, 
TWRA, Wildlife Management 
Division, P.O. 40747, Nash-
ville, TN 37204 or emailed to 
twra.comment@tn.gov.  Please 
include Hunting Season Com-
ments on the subject line of 
emailed submissions.

The 2012-13 hunting sea-
sons will be set during the 
TWRC’s May 17-18 meeting to 
be held in Nashville.

2012-13 Hunting Seasons 
Preview Presented at 
April TWRC Meeting

 The Tennessee Wildlife 
Resources Agency made its 
2012-13 hunting seasons recom-
mendations at the April meet-
ing of the Tennessee Wildlife 
Resources Commission with 
a few changes to the current 
regulations.

  TWRA Wildlife and For-
estry Division Chief Daryl Rata-
jczak and members of his staff 
made presentations to TWRC 
members. (Attached below at 

the end of the release are pdfs of 
the five proclamations that the 
TWRA is proposing to change. 
Changes are out-lined in red).

In regard to white-tailed 
deer hunting, the TWRA is pro-
posing to increase the antlerless 
archery season bag limit in Unit 
B to four deer per season. Also, 
allow Unit B counties the entire 
14-day muzzleloader season to 
harvest a bag limit of one ant-
lerless deer. Non-quota antler-
less gun hunts were added in 
Campbell, Jackson, Morgan, 
and Scott counties.

A limited season for red 
deer was initiated in Claiborne 
County last year and the TWRA 
is recommending the season 
run concurrent with the white-
tailed deer season in 2012-13. 
The area is south of the Powell 
River in Claiborne County.

The state is coming off a 
record harvest for black bears. 
Surveys indicate the popula-
tion is thriving, allowing the 
agency to increase the number 
of bear hunting opportunities. 
Bear hunting days, with dogs 
permitted, will increase on 
three separate hunts with the 
increase varying 10 to 12 days, 
depending on the particular 
county. Also, there will be an 
increase of the bear dog train-
ing season by 4 to 14 days, also 
depending on the county.

During fall turkey season, 
archers will be given an op-
portunity to harvest the full 
county bag limit in the counties 
that are open. The fall turkey 
counties will be expanded to 
include Cumberland, Grundy, 
Hamilton, Madison, Putnam, 

Sequatchie, and Van Buren 
counties as well as increase bag 
limits in many East Tennessee 
counties. Fall turkey bag lim-
its would be reduced in three 
southern Middle Tennessee 
counties which are Giles, Law-
rence and Wayne.

The TWRA is proposing 
season date adjustments on 
numerous Wild Management 
Areas (WMAs). The complete 
list of changes is also available 
on the attachments below.  

In addition, the TWRC re-
quested that the agency con-
sider extending the end of 
deer gun season to the first full 
weekend of January. Commis-
sion members also requested 
the agency consider extending 
the quail season until the last 
day of February.

  Don Crawford, Information 
and Education Division Assis-
tant Chief, gave a presentation 
on the recently-held National 
Archery in the Schools Program 
(NASP) State Tournament. The 
event drew a record number of 
participants and eight teams 
and more than 50 individuals 
earned the right to advance to 
next month’s national tourna-
ment in Louisville, Ky.

The TWRC will hold its next 
meeting May 17-18 in Nashville 
at the TWRA Region II Ray Bell 
Building in Nashville.

  The TWRA is soliciting 
comments for its 2012-13 hunt-
ing seasons regulations propos-
als. This is an opportunity for 
the public to share ideas and 
concerns about hunting regula-
tions with TWRA staff.

  Public comments will be 
considered by TWRAs Wildlife 
Division staff and may be pre-
sented as proposals for regula-
tion changes.  Comments may 
be submitted by mail to: 2012-
13 Hunting Season Comments, 
TWRA, Wildlife Management 
Division, P.O. 40747, Nash-
ville, TN 37204 or emailed to 
twra.comment@tn.gov.  Please 
include Hunting Season Com-
ments on the subject line of 
emailed submissions.  

The comment period con-
cerning the 2012-13 proposed 
hunting seasons regulations 
will be open until May 14, 2012.

WASHingTon
Commission rejects 

electronic duck decoys 
New hunting rules ap-

proved by the Washington 
Fish and Wildlife Commission 
for the 2012-14 seasons will 
expand hunting opportunities 
for elk and cougar, but leave 
intact the statewide ban on us-
ing electronic decoys to attract 
waterfowl. 

The commission, a nine-
member citizen panel that sets 
policy for the Washington De-
partment of Fish and Wildlife 
(WDFW), took action on those 
and dozens of other proposed 
rules during a public meeting 
March 13-14 in Olympia. 

With most of the state’s 10 
elk herds increasing in size, the 
commission increased the num-
ber of bull-elk permits for the 
Nooksack, Blue Mountain and 
Yakima herds. Permits for ant-
lerless elk were also increased 

in the Yakima and Colockum 
areas. 

In addition, a day was add-
ed to the general season for elk 
hunters using modern firearms 
in western Washington, giving 
those hunters a total of 12 days 
in the field this year. 

“The health of our elk herds 
has shown real improvement 
since 2001, when the depart-
ment started developing man-
agement plans specific to each 
herd,” said Commission Chair 
Miranda Wecker. “Most of our 
elk herds are now at or near the 
population goals established 
under those plans.” 

The commission also ex-
panded hunting seasons for 
cougar, reflecting changes in 
laws and management models 
for the species. Starting Sept. 
1, the general hunting season 
will run through March 31 
statewide, so long as harvest 
guidelines are not exceeded. 

In addition, the commis-
sion added two landowners to 
the state’s Landowner Hunt-
ing Permit Program, which 
sets terms for special hunts on 
participants’ property. With 
the new additions in Spokane 
and Walla Walla counties, nine 
landowners are now enrolled 
in the program, all of them in 
eastern Washington. 

But the commission rejected 
a proposal to lift the statewide 
ban on using electronic decoys 
to attract waterfowl. Also not 
adopted was a proposal to al-
low the use of illuminated ar-
row nocks, which make it easier 
for bow hunters to recover their 
arrows. The commission did, 

however, indicate a willingness 
to revisit that issue next year. 

“The commission has strug-
gled with the issue of allowing 
new technologies in hunting,” 
Wecker said. “It raises ques-
tions of fair chase, equal op-
portunity among hunters and 
the very tradition of the sport. 
The commission has to uphold 
those standards, and some of 
us believe we have to draw the 
line at the use of electronics.” 

All of the changes approved 
by the commission will be 
posted on WDFW’s website 
(http://wdfw.wa.gov/hunt-
ing/regulations/) and incor-
porated into the state’s 2012 Big 
Game pamphlet, available later 
this month. 

In other business, the com-
mission approved a request by 
WDFW to purchase 1,144 acres 
along Asotin Creek in Asotin 
County and 49 acres on the 
Methow River in Okanogan 
County to maintain habitat for 
fish and wildlife. 

Both properties support 
salmon and bull trout popula-
tions listed for protection under 
federal endangered species 
laws. The Asotin property also 
features shrub-steppe habi-
tat beneficial to sharp-tailed 
grouse, elk, and bighorn sheep. 

Also approved was a State-
ment on Wolves in Washington, 
developed by the commission 
to guide WDFW’s implementa-
tion of the state’s wolf plan. The 
final statement will be posted 
later this week on the commis-
sion’s website at http://wdfw.
wa.gov/commission/. 


