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Big Sioux Recreation Area 
near Brandon 

Buryanek Recreation Area 
near Platte 

Custer State Park near 
Custer 

Chief White Crane Recre-
ation Area near Yankton 

Cow Creek Recreation Area 
north of Pierre 

Lake Louise Recreation 
Area near Miller 

Lake Poinsett Recreation 
Area near Arlington 

Lake Vermillion Recreation 
Area near Canistota 

Lewis and Clark Recreation 
Area near Yankton 

Newton Hills State Park 
near Canton 

Oakwood Lakes State Park 
near Bruce 

Palisades State Park near 
Garretson 

Pickerel Lake Recreation 
area near Waubay 

Pierson Ranch Recreation 
Area near Yankton 

Shadehill Recreation Area 
near Lemmon 

Snake Creek Recreation 
Area near Platte 

West Bend Recreation Area 
east of Pierre 

West Whitlock Recreation 
Area near Gettysburg

Camping is available on a 
first-come, first-served basis 
until May 18, when sites can be 
reserved. Camping reservations 
can be made online 90 days pri-
or to arrival at www.campsd.
com or by calling 1-800-710-
2267.-GFP-

State Park Becoming an 
Outdoor Family Weekend 
Taking Registrations

Lake Vermillion Recreation 
Area near Canistota will host 
the Becoming an Outdoor Fam-
ily weekend June 22-24.

The event is designed for 
beginning camping families, 
families that would like to try 
new outdoor activities, and 
those who enjoy the company 
of like-minded families.

“Becoming an Outdoor 
Family is a great opportunity 
to try different activities, learn 
new skills, and spend a week-
end outdoors with your fam-
ily,” said Emilie Miller, program 
specialist for South Dakota state 
parks. “It’s also a great oppor-
tunity to meet other families 
with similar interests.”

Workshop fees are $50 per 
family. The fee includes instruc-
tion in all sessions, program 
materials, equipment use dur-
ing the workshop, and an elec-
tric campsite for two nights. A 
campsite reservation will be 
made for participating families.

A park entrance license is 
required to enter the park and 
is not included in the registra-
tion fee.

Session choices include ar-
chery, kayaking, Dutch-oven 
cooking, outdoor photography, 
shooting sports, animal ID, GPS 
and geocaching, and fishing. 
All ages are welcome to take 
part.

To register your family for 
Becoming an Outdoor Family, 
fill out a registration form and 
mail the form and payment to: 

South Dakota Department of 
Game, Fish and Parks, Becom-
ing an Outdoor Family, 523 E. 
Capitol Avenue, Pierre, SDÂ   
57501. Registration forms are 
available online at http://gfp.
sd.gov/outdoor-learning/BOF.
aspx or by calling 605-773-3391. 
-GFP- 

South Dakota GFP 
Division of Wildlife 
Honors Employees
The South Dakota Game, 

Fish and Parks Division of 
Wildlife has honored two of its 
employees for their service, as 
well as special recognition to 
staff for their efforts providing 
assistance during major flood-
ing in 2011.

Nick Cochran, a conser-
vation officer based out of 
Aberdeen, was presented the 
Division’s Exemplary Public 
Service Award.

Besides his regular respon-
sibilities, Cochran has provided 
additional support to the com-
munity and several groups 
within the community. His 
public service includes: Hunt-
SAFE and Bowhunter Educa-
tion classes, Boy Scouts and 
Girl Scouts, Camp Dream (part 
of the Dream Makers Founda-
tion for special needs children), 
Blessings of the Night (an inte-
gration of faith and hunting), 
National Night Out (a crime 
and drug prevention event), 
and work with the Lions Club, 
Kiwanis and Aberdeen Cham-
ber of Commerce.

The Division of Wildlife 
Distinguished Achievement 

Award was presented to Scott 
Mikkelson, a 23-year GFP em-
ployee who serves as a wildlife 
crime investigator.

Mikkelson helped evolve 
the wildlife investigator posi-
tion for GFP as an integral 
segment of the agency’s law 
enforcement program special-
izing in undercover work. He 
was recognized for team-build-
ing skills that forged working 
relationships with GFP staff 
throughout the western half of 
the state as well as investigators 
in other states, federal officials, 
and prosecutors.

The Division Excellence in 
Teamwork Award is usually 
given to a specific group of 
employees whose coordinated 
efforts accomplish certain proj-
ects. It was deemed that this 
description fit all staff who 
were part of the 2011 Wildlife 
Division Missouri River Flood 
Response Team.

“The Division of Wild-
life mission motto is ‘Serving 
People, Managing Wildlife,’” 
Division Director Tony Leif 
said. “There is a reason why 
we put ‘Serving People’ first 
in that statement. We put a 
high priority on working with 
South Dakotans to manage our 
natural resources. I believe the 
valiant effort on the part of our 
staff during last year’s flooding 
exemplifies our commitment to 
serving the people of our state.”

More than 23,400 hours 
were expended to provide relief 
and support during the flood-
ing. About 80 GFP staffers par-
ticipated in flood-prevention 
and relief efforts in the Pierre/

Fort Pierre area, and more than 
50 staffers did likewise in the 
Dakota Dunes area.

Response efforts by Wildlife 
Division employees included: 
staffing at the State Emergency 
Operations Center; transport-
ing sandbags, pumps, vehicles, 
boats and other flood-related 
materials; signage, inspection 
and security for levees; wildlife 
control on levees; search and 
rescue teams; assist local home-
owners in dealing with fish kill 
and disposal issues; and coordi-
nating water closures with the 
Governor’s Office.  

South Dakota GFP 
Commission Finalizes 

Waterfowl Seasons
The South Dakota Game, 

Fish and Parks Commission has 
finalized 2012 license structure 
details for nonresident water-
fowl, tundra swan, and special 
Canada goose hunting seasons, 
with the same structure as 2011.

Hunting dates for most of 
those waterfowl seasons will 
not be finalized until early Au-
gust, and will be based on the 
season framework provided 
by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service.

The maximum number of 
nonresident waterfowl licenses 
available by lottery drawing 
will be 4,000 special nonresident 
waterfowl licenses, 2,000 early 
fall Canada goose temporary 
nonresident licenses, 2,000 fall 
three-day temporary nonresi-
dent waterfowl licenses, and 
10,000 spring snow goose tem-
porary nonresident licenses.

The tundra swan season will 
open Oct. 1 and run through 
the conclusion of the fall light 
goose season. There will be 
1,100 resident licenses and 200 
nonresident licenses available 
to individuals who are licensed 
to hunt waterfowl.

The tundra swan season will 
be open in east of the Missouri 
River except Charles Mix, Bon 
Homme, Yankton, Clay, Union, 
Lincoln, Turner, Hutchinson 
and Douglas counties.

Bennett County will have 
a Canada goose season avail-
able by special permit only, 
open Oct. 20 through Dec. 23. 
There will be 800 three-tag 
licenses available to South Da-
kota residents. In addition, 25 
nonresident two-tag licenses 
will be available as part of the 
nonresident waterfowl license 
quota.

The application process for 
those licenses will open by mid 
June. The application dead-
line for the lottery drawing of 
licenses will be July 6 for non-
resident waterfowl licenses and 
Bennett County goose licenses, 
and Aug. 10 for tundra swan 
licenses.

TEnnESSEE
May 14 Deadline 

Approaching to Submit 
Comments on 2012-
13 Hunting Seasons’ 

Proposals
The comment period for 

submitting comments con-
cerning the Tennessee Wildlife 
Resources Agency 2012-13 


