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County Department of Conser-
vation and Natural Resources 
Secretary Richard Allan today 
announced that the department 
will move forward on the rec-
ommendations of a task force 
of stakeholders to improve and 
reopen for a three-year period 
a public shooting range on the 
Michaux State Forest in Frank-
lin County. 

The  range ,  or ig ina l ly 
opened in 2003, was closed in 
June 2010 due to maintenance 
issues; a need to develop base-
line measures of lead and other 
contaminants associated with 
small arms; and ongoing mis-
use and vandalism at the site. 

“DCNR is responsible for 
managing our state forest for 
multiple uses and values that 
sometimes conflict. There’s 
often a challenge with a high 
impact activity such as shoot-
ing sports and the many other 
forest user groups,” Allan said. 
“We work to provide a bridge-
building role in these situations 
which was the reason for the 
task force and public process.” 

The site of the closed range 
is a former borrow pit and was 
already used as a range for 
several years, making it more 
attractive than an undisturbed 
remote area of the forest. 

There will be a number of 
improvements made to the 
site, and management policies 
and procedures put in place, 
including: 

 _A fence with lockable 
gates; 

 _Limiting range hours to 
avoid early morning and late 
evening hours and splitting 

the week roughly in half be-
tween open and closed days 
(for example either Saturday or 
Sunday each weekend, and 2.5 
days during the week); 

 _A site monitoring and mit-
igation plant will be developed 
for contaminants commonly 
associated with target ranges; 

 _A surrounding berm on 
both the handgun and rifle 
range that will deflect the noise 
straight up around the range 
area; and 

 _One non-use weekend 
day every month to facilitate 
volunteer cleanup and mainte-
nance efforts to meet outlined 
standards. 

“During the three year pe-
riod, we will collect good, hard 
data to determine if operation 
of the range is sustainable, and 
then we’ll make a permanent 
decision about the future of the 
range,” Allan said. 

Allan added that the task 
force will be expanded to in-
volve local academic and other 
experts to develop contaminant 
protocols and the site manage-
ment plan to protect visitor 
safety, wildlife and prevent 
ground and surface water con-
tamination. 

“The development of the 
plan and a number of other 
management issues need to 
be put in place, as well as site 
improvements, before the range 
will actually be open again, 
making timing difficult to pre-
dict,” Allan said. 

He noted the most opti-
mistic scenario for re-opening 
would be fall 2012. 

“The proposal to reopen the 
shooting range is in keeping 
with our mission to manage 
the forests in a way that makes 
them accessible to the public; 
balances the needs of various 
stakeholders including hunters 
and shooting sports enthusi-
asts; and continues to protect 
and sustain the forest for future 
generations,” Allan said. 

Michaux State Forest en-
compasses more than 85,000 
acres in the South Mountain 
area of Cumberland, Franklin 
and Adams counties. Consid-
ered Pennsylvania’s “cradle of 
forestry,” Michaux is the site 
of first forestry school, Mont 
Alto. The forest is named for 
the French botanist, Andre 
Michaux, who discovered and 
named many plants in the 18th 
century. 

For more information about 
the Michaux State Forest, go 
to www.dcnr.state.pa.us and 
choose “Find a Forest.” 

Media contact: Christina 
Novak, 717-772-9101

 DCNR Announces 
Major Expansion of 

Ibberson Conservation 
Area 

Harrisburg – Department 
of Conservation and Natural 
Resources Secretary Richard 
Allan today announced that 
433 woodland acres currently 
known as the Alpha Tree Farm 
will be added to the Joseph E. 
Ibberson Conservation Area in 
Dauphin County as the result 
of a generous donation by Mr. 
Ibbersons estate. 

The original 350 acres of the 
conservation area were donated 
to DCNR by Ibberson, a former 
state employee, in 1998. He 
died last year. 

“Mr. Ibberson was fondly 
known for his forest conser-
vation and philanthropy, and 
we are thrilled to receive this 
land as a gift to the citizens of 
Pennsylvania „to be held in the 
public trust, with minimal de-
velopment, as was his desire,” 
Allan said. 

The original Ibberson Con-
servation Area contains cen-
turies-old timber stands. The 
Alpha Tree Farm, which is sepa-
rate from the original area and 
will be known as the “western” 
portion, is located on the north 
slope of Peters Mountain in 
Halifax, Dauphin County. 

“It’s amazing that a mod-
estly-paid employee of DCNR 
could contribute so much to the 
forestry profession and to the 
people of Pennsylvania,” said 
Dr. Henry Gerhold, co-executor 
of the Ibberson estate. “Besides 
giving the properties which he 
loved dearly, he made substan-
tial gifts to support the educa-
tion of the next generation of 
foresters.” 

“We had the pleasure of 
working with this fellow Penn 
Stater over much of his produc-
tive career, and we recognize 
Ibberson’s gift to the common-
wealth as an intrinsic measure 
of this gentleman’s profession, 
his love of forests and his de-
sire to share this particular 
gem with his fellow citizens of 
Pennsylvania. Long may his 
virtues live and contribute to 

the lives of others,” co-executor 
Dr. Charles Strauss said. 

DCNR intends to improve 
the current public access area 
on the farm and will work to 
add connecting trails to the 
nearby Appalachian Trail. 

After graduation from Yale 
in 1948, Ibberson was recruited 
and hired by the Department 
of Forests and Waters, Bureau 
of Forestry, to develop the 
first forest management plans 
for the then 2-million acres of 
Pennsylvania state forest land. 

By 1955, all of the forests 
were mapped and had man-
agement plans. Ibberson then 
created the Division of Forests 
Advisory Services which fur-
ther expanded the management 
plans and targeted the preser-
vation of endangered species 
and wetlands. 

From this work grew the 
Division of Forest Pest Man-
agement, which became a rec-
ognized leader in rearing and 
releasing predators and para-
sites to effectively control forest 
pests. 

Ibberson was instrumental 
in establishing the service for-
ester program and now there 
are foresters in many counties 
to aid private citizens in manag-
ing their forested land. 

Beginning in 1962, Ibberson 
began buying land in Dauphin 
County to create a tree farm 
on which he practiced various 
forms of forest management. In 
1977, he retired as the chief of 
the Division of Forestry Advi-
sory Services for the Pennsyl-
vania Department of Forest and 

Waters, now known as DCNR, 
but continued to actively tree 
farm his own property and 
serve as a forestry consultant. 

Mr. Ibberson passed away 
on April 23, 2011. 

Conservation areas are man-
aged in the state park system, 
but differ slightly as they are 
donated and protected as open 
space for passive recreation, 
with no through roads. 

For more information about 
the Joseph E. Ibberson Conser-
vation Area, go to www.dcnr.
state.pa.us and choose “Find 
a Park.” 

Media contact: Christina 
Novak, 717-772-9101 

South DAkotA
Warm Weather Allows 

Facilities to open at 
State Parks

The unseasonably warm 
spring is keeping state park 
campgrounds in South Dakota 
busier than normal and has 
allowed showers and flush toi-
lets to be operational ahead of 
schedule to meet the demand.

“When the weather cooper-
ates, spring is a great time to 
camp at state parks,” said State 
Parks and Recreation Director 
Doug Hofer. “There are plenty 
of campsites available, and no 
reservations are needed.”

At least one shower house 
is open in each of the following 
parks:

Angostura Recreation Area 
near Hot Springs 


