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Nebraska
Teal WMa Closed to 

Target shooting
 Teal Wildlife Manage-

ment Area (WMA) in Lan-
caster County is closed to target 
shooting, effective immediately, 
because of safety concerns, ac-
cording to the Nebraska Game 
and Parks Commission.

“With the area being rela-
tively small and the proximity 
of neighboring buildings, the 
area really has no safe place to 
shoot,” said Pat Molini, Game 
and Parks’ southeast district 
wildlife manager.

Consult the current Ne-
braska Hunting Guide for a 
list of WMAs closed to target 
shooting. “Target shooters on 
WMAs should choose safe 
areas to shoot, with adequate 
backstops,” Molini said. “Be 
aware of your target and what’s 
beyond it, and please leave 
nothing but your tracks.”

Nebraska Youth 
Conservation Program 

begins in June
A new program to teach life 

skills and introduce natural re-
sources to at-risk young people 
across Nebraska will begin in 
June, according to the Nebraska 
Game and Parks Commission.

In the Nebraska Youth Con-
servation Program, youth ages 
16-20 years will be selected 
to complete work on projects 
within the park and wild-
life management areas. They 
will be provided with outdoor 
educational opportunities to 

enhance their experience.
The program, which will 

run from June 25 through Aug. 
3, was created with the passage 
of LB 549 in 2011, identifying 
Game and Parks as the agency 
to administer the program. The 
bill was introduced by state 
Sen. Brenda Council of Omaha.

The program is partnering 
with the Nebraska Department 
of Labor to recruit participants 
and crew leaders. Those inter-
ested should apply at http://
neworks.nebraska.gov. The 
application deadline is Friday, 
April 27. Participants and crew 
leaders will be employed by 
Game and Parks.

Eligible participants must 
be unemployed Nebraska resi-
dents and meet at least one of 
the following criteria:

— Be at risk of dropping out 
of school.

— Come from a low-income 
family.

— Must have been impacted 
directly by substance or physi-
cal abuse.

— Must have had negative 
contact with law enforcement.

There will be 16 crews across 
Nebraska, each having 10 youth 
and two crew leaders. There 
will be six crews from Omaha, 
two from Lincoln and one each 
from Norfolk, Grand Island, 
Lexington, McCook, North 
Platte, Valentine, Ogallala and 
Scottsbluff.

Each crew will have a facil-
ity maintenance leader teaching 
the youth the skills to complete 
the projects, as well as a coun-
selor.

Work projects will include 
building picnic shelters, vault 
toilets and playgrounds. They 
also will work on campground 
electrical projects, shoreline res-
toration, fishing access, repairs 
to docks, painting, landscaping, 
fencing, trash removal, trail 
development and maintenance, 
and aquatic habitat.

NeW MexiCo
Prairie CHiCkeN 
FesTiVaL PosTer 

CoNTesT WiNNers 
seLeCTeD

Digital artist Megan Bry-
ant’s striking image of a boom-
ing lesser prairie chicken was 
selected as the winner of the 
2012 High Plains Lesser Prairie 
Chicken Festival poster contest.

Bryant, a student at East-
ern New Mexico University in 
Portales, was among about 25 
artists who entered this year’s 
adult category of the contest. As 
the overall winner, she will re-
ceive $300 and her artwork will 
be reproduced as the annual 
poster for the festival, which 
will be April 20-23 this year in 
Milnesand.

Gabrielle Gaderborg, 11, of 
Albuquerque, won the category 
for grades K-6 with her color-
ful pastel of a booming prairie 
chicken. Raul Barriga-Perez 
of Clovis won the grades 7-12 
category with a remarkably de-
tailed pencil drawing of a male 
prairie chicken. Both youth 
winners will receive $50 prizes.

Sponsored by the New Mex-
ico Department of Game and 

Fish, The Nature Conservancy, 
the Milnesand community and 
other partners, the High Plains 
Prairie Chicken Festival cele-
brates the lesser prairie chicken 
and the Llano Estacado (staked 
plains) of eastern New Mexico. 
Festival participants see prairie 
chickens perform their colorful 
early morning courtship danc-
es, learn about the cultural and 
natural history of the southern 
Great Plains, take dailybirding 
tours, and enjoy good food and 
western hospitality.

This year ’s 11th annual 
festival is sold out. The festival 
is limited to 100 participants 
because of the sensitivity of the 
lesser prairie chickens during-
breeding season. Those inter-
ested in attending next year’s 
festival can find information 
by e-mailing chickenfestival@
yahoo.com

NeVaDa
sHooTiNG raNGe 

GraNT FUNDs 
aVaiLabLe

The Nevada Department 
of Wildlife (NDOW) like most 
state wildlife agencies receives 
the bulk of its funding through 
user fees (hunting and fishing 
licenses, big game tags, etc.) 
and excise taxes on shooting, ar-
chery, angling and recreational 
boating equipment collected by 
the federal government under 
the Pittman-Robertson (PR) and 
Dingell-Johnson (DJ) Acts. In 
turn, NDOW wants to return 
some of those tax revenues 
to Nevada through shooting 
range grants and is seeking 
worthy projects to do just that.

Any individual or organi-
zation with a shooting range 
project proposal is encouraged 
to apply, but of course all grants 
come with some basic quali-
fications and stipulations and 
shooting range grant funds are 
no exception.

The range must be open to 
the public for free or a reason-
able charge. If fees are charged 
the proceeds must go to main-
taining or improving range 
facilities.

A local government en-
tity (city, county, township, 
etc.) must be willing to accept 
the funds, agree to oversee 
the project and sign a long-
term agreement ensuring facil-
ity availability, operations and 
maintenance.

25 percent match must be 
provided. The match can come 
in many forms including cash, 
donated goods and/or services 
and volunteer time.

PR excise tax revenue is 
returned to the states via the 
US Fish and Wildlife Service’s    
Federal Assistance Program, 
with a portion of the funds ear-
marked specifically for Hunter 
Education or shooting range 
development and enhance-
ment. These funds are allocated 
though a formula which takes 
into account the state’s popula-
tion, number of licensed hunt-
ers and land mass, which in 
Nevada’s case translates into 
$80,000 that is available on an 
annual basis.

In the past, NDOW range 
grant funds have been used to 
help support the Clark County 
Shooting Park, Washoe County 

Regional Archery Facility and 
shooting ranges in Douglas, 
Elko, Humboldt counties and 
many others across the state. 
These ranges have helped meet 
the need for local shooting fa-
cilities and NDOW is always on 
the lookout for other projects.

“NDOW’s number one pri-
ority when it comes to shooting 
ranges is to have an adequate 
number of facilities that provide 
safe, convenient, affordable 
places for the public to shoot,” 
said John McKay, NDOW out-
door education coordinator. 
“A lot of traditional shooting 
areas have been closed due to 
development, environmental 
degradation and other safety 
concerns. As a result, many 
communities lack the shooting 
ranges necessary for the general 
public to practice safe recre-
ational shooting and NDOW 
wants to support projects that 
provide places to shoot.”

http://www.ndow.org/
a b o u t / n e w s / p r / 2 0 1 2 /
April/2012_Shooting_Range_
Grant_Cost_Share_Applica-
tion2.doc

PeNNsYLVaNia
CNr to begin 
implementing 

recommendations of 
Task Force on Target 
range in Michaux 

state Forest in Franklin 
County

 DCNR to Begin Implement-
ing Recommendations of Task 
Force on Target Range in Mi-
chaux State Forest in Franklin 


