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Montana
Sage Grouse trapping 
& translocation Project 

Completed
A two-year sage grouse 

trapping project that captured a 
total of 40 birds on the northern 
Montana prairie for transloca-
tion to Alberta has been com-
pleted.

In Canada sage grouse are 
classified as an endangered spe-
cies, and wildlife officials say 
their numbers in southeastern 
Alberta have declined about 80 
percent since 1970. In an effort 
to increase the population of 
birds there, Alberta biologists 
in 2010 asked permission to 
capture up to 40 sage grouse in 
Montana and bring them across 
the international border for re-
establishment. 

Last year biologists and 
technicians with the Montana 
Department of Fish, Wildlife 

& Parks (FWP) and Alberta 
Sustainable Resource Devel-
opment, a ministry within the 
provincial government, were 
hampered by poor weather and 
were only able to capture and 
moved nine of the birds from 
southern Phillips County. The 
final trapping and transferring 
of 31additional birds from sites 
in southern Valley County took 
place over the past few weeks. 

“Unlike last year, this year 
we had excellent weather and 
operating conditions, which al-
lowed everything to go smooth-
ly,” said FWP Region 6 Biologist 
Kelvin Johnson, who coordi-
nated the project on the United 
States’ side. “The releases also 
took place without any prob-
lems. To date, the birds there 
appear to be keying in on the 
habitat. Some birds also appear 
to be nesting.”

The trapping project in-
volved locating the birds dur-
ing the day at their breed-
ing display areas, commonly 
known as leks, and coming 
back to capture them at night 
using all-terrain vehicles, spot-
lights and long-handled nets. 

A total of 37 female sage 
grouse and three males were 
captured and moved. All cap-
tured and released birds were 
fitted with GPS radios to allow 
Canadian biologists to follow 
them and determine their sur-
vival and reproductive success.  

Biologists say the Canadian 
birds are naturally associated 
with the northern Montana 
sage grouse. In many areas of 
Montana, particularly in FWP 
Region 6, sage grouse num-
bers remain steady and strong 
because important habitat has 
been protected. 

“This translocation came 
out of a larger, cooperative 
conservation and habitat ef-
fort called the Northern Sage 
Brush Steppe Initiative, which 
has resulted in close coordina-
tion over the last six years for 
the Alberta, Saskatchewan and 
Montana wildlife agencies,” 
said FWP Region 6 Supervisor 
Pat Gunderson. 

The sage grouse transloca-
tion project – which underwent 
public review in an Environ-
mental Assessment and ap-
proval by the Montana Fish, 
Wildlife & Parks Commission 
-- is not expected to negatively 
impact overall bird numbers. 
In Valley and Phillips counties 
the estimated minimum spring 
population of sage grouse has 
been 15,000 birds over the past 
five years.

“We feel that helping Alberta 
wildlife managers maintain 
their sage grouse population 
will help to keep the birds off the 
endangered species list in the 
United States by maintaining 

and hopefully expanding their 
overall range,” Gunderson said.

north Dakota
Game and Fish Pays 
$484,000 in Property 

taxes
The North Dakota Game 

and Fish Department recently 
paid $484,822 in taxes to coun-
ties in which the department 
owns or leases land. The 2011 
in-lieu-of-tax payments are the 
same as property taxes paid by 
private landowners.

The Game and Fish De-
partment manages more than 
200,000 acres for wildlife habi-
tat and public hunting in 50 
counties. The department does 
not own or manage any land in 
Traill or Renville counties.

Following is a list of coun-
ties and the tax payments 
they received: Adams, 141.18; 
Billings, 0.00; Grant, 668.47; 
Ramsey, 3,706.43; Barnes, 
4,687.02; Griggs, 388.62; Ran-
som, 1,220.33; Benson, 3,320.89; 
Hettinger, 3,020.48; Richland, 
14,959.16; Bottineau, 4,313.42; 
Kidder,  9,671.99; Rolette, 
18,860.49; Bowman, 1,470.22; 
LaMoure, 6,881.08; Sargent, 
12,822.69; Burke, 748.67; Logan, 
1,462.03; Sheridan, 60,835.64; 
Burleigh, 25,622.37; McHenry, 
1,551.15; Sioux, 395.44; Cass, 
6,508.24; McIntosh, 7,109.54; 
Slope, 1,583.42;  Cavalier, 
21,375.08; McKenzie, 32,468.02; 
Stark, 233.17; Dickey, 16,428.27; 
McLean, 50,570.15; Steele, 
8,588.51; Divide, 1,407.01; 
Mercer, 10,874.90; Stutsman, 
7,675.51;  Dunn, 6,673.06; 
Morton, 16,583.30; Towner, 

2,049.83; Eddy, 3,572.13; Moun-
trail, 9,088.82; Walsh, 8,652.13; 
Emmons, 3,330.99; Nelson, 
4,766.52; Ward, 91.63; Fos-
ter, 2,983.80; Oliver, 2,475.03; 
Wells, 46,414.47; Golden Valley, 
185.20; Pembina, 14,744.34; Wil-
liams, 7,647.71; Grand Forks, 
11,837.01; Pierce, 2,157.23 
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Game and Fish Using 
airplane for Seeding 

WMas
The North Dakota Game 

and Fish Department is using 
an airplane to seed portions 
of wildlife management areas 
south of Bismarck-Mandan and 
near Lake Sakakawea.

Bill Haase, wildlife resource 
management supervisor, said 
seeding by airplane is needed 
because certain areas are inac-
cessible by ground equipment.

“We are seeding grass and 
some forbs species on 1,100 
acres of the Oahe bottoms and 
another 500 acres on Douglas 
Creek, Detrobriand and Beaver 
Creek,” Haase said. “Our intent 
is to have more desirable spe-
cies out-compete nondesirable 
species for wildlife habitat.”   

The project is underway and 
will continue through April.


