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In fact, many kids have only 
experienced the great outdoors 
through the internet, video 
games or the television. Expos-
ing youth to positive hunting 
experiences at an early age is 
a critical first step in regaining 
and ensuring the connection 
with the outdoors and with car-
rying on the hunting tradition. 

Idaho Fish and Game offers 
reduced price hunting licenses 
and tags for both resident and 
nonresident youth, as well as 
several youth-only controlled 
big game hunts. Youth hunts for 
turkey, waterfowl and pheas-
ants are also available prior to 
the general season opening day. 
Youth ages 10 to 15 who com-
plete a hunter education course 
and purchase a hunting license 
and appropriate permits and 
tags are eligible to participate 
in youth hunts.

ILLINOIS
Wingshooting Clinics

The IDNR and participating 
partners sponsor wingshoot-
ing clinics at sites throughout 
Illinois to help improve the 
shooting skills of participants. 
Youth/Women’s clinics are 
designed to teach participants 
basic firearm safety and the 
fundamentals of wingshooting. 
Hunter clinics are designed 
to enhance the wingshooting 
skills of hunters and provide 
sound wingshooting prac-
tice techniques. The clinics 
are conducted on weekends 
throughout the spring, summer 
and early fall.   For a complete 
schedule, check the webpage 

at this link:   http://dnr.state.
il.us/lands/landmgt/pro-
grams/wingshooting/Wing-
shootingDates.htm

INDIANA
DNR seeks input on fish, 

hunt, trap regulations
Entry Description
The DNR Division of Fish 

& Wildlife wants to hear your 
ideas on fishing, hunting and 
trapping regulations in Indiana, 
and it doesn’t require attending 
a meeting to give your input. 

Call it a “virtual” open 
house. 

From May 15 to June 1, 
the public will be able to use a 
convenient online form to con-
tribute ideas and suggestions 
as well as provide input on is-
sues the DNR has identified for 
consideration. 

To find the online form, go 
to wildlife.IN.gov and click on 
the “Got INput?” box near the 
middle of the page. The form 
will be available for use begin-
ning May 15. 

“This is an opportunity for 
people to let us know what 
changes they would like us to 
consider,” said Gregg McCol-
lam, assistant director of the 
Division of Fish & Wildlife. 
“This process also allows us 
to get much needed feedback 
on issues that the division is in 
interested in moving forward.” 

The online form allows 
people to comment quickly and 
enables DFW staff to organize 
the public input into categories. 

Input on fishing, hunting 
and trapping regulations also 
can be mailed to: 

DNR Division of Fish & 
Wildlife 

Attn: Proposed Regulatory 
Changes 

402 W. Washington St., 
Room W 273 

Indianapolis, IN 46204 
After compiling the input, 

DFW staff will evaluate the 
comments and suggestions and 
come back in mid-summer with 
a second round of feedback 
both online and at open house 
meetings before proposing 
rules to the Natural Resources 
Commission. 

KANSAS
AERIAL SURVEY TO 

SEARCH LESSER 
PRAIRIE CHICKEN 

RANGE
Helicopters will be used 

to search for new breeding 
grounds; data may help prevent 
endangered species listing

PRATT — Kansas Depart-
ment of Wildlife, Parks and 
Tourism (KDWPT) biologists 
are cooperating with the West-
ern Association of Fish & Wild-
life Agencies (WAFWA) to 
find new lesser prairie chicken 
breeding grounds, called “leks,” 
in western Kansas. WAFWA re-
ceived funding to evaluate an 
aerial survey technique that can 
be used for uniform monitoring 
across the five-state range of the 
lesser prairie chicken. 

During the survey this 
spring, surveyors will fly low-
elevation transects in helicop-
ters within several randomly 
chosen 10-square kilometer 
blocks throughout the lesser 
prairie chicken range, which 
includes portions of western 
Kansas, southeastern Colo-
rado, western Oklahoma, north 
Texas, and eastern New Mexico. 
Field crews will train on March 
29-31 in Trego County and con-
duct official survey work across 
all of western Kansas until the 
middle of May. 

“Everyone in western Kan-
sas is asked to be on the alert 
for prairie chicken leks,” says 
KDWPT small game coordina-
tor Jim Pitman. “We are trying 
to acquire better information 
on the distribution and popu-
lation of lesser prairie chickens 
to help guide an impending 
Endangered Species Act list-
ing decision being developed 
by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service. This data, coupled with 
U.S. Department of Agriculture 
conservation efforts, provide us 
with the information that may 
help prevent listing of the lesser 
prairie chicken. 

“If a lek is observed this 
spring, we are asking that it be 
reported to the nearest KDWPT 
biologist or law enforcement 
officer. We also have an online 
reporting database. This infor-
mation is extremely important 
to the department because it 
will help us target conserva-
tion programs and provide site 
recommendations to energy 
developers.” 

The work was contracted to 
Western Ecosystems Technolo-
gy, Inc., of Cheyenne, Wyo., and 
the aerial survey protocol was 
developed by the Lesser Prairie 
Chicken Interstate Working 
Group, of which KDWPT is a 
partner.

LOUISIANA
L.W.F.C. Approves 

Notices of Intent for 
2012-14 Hunting Seasons 

and the 2012-13 WMA 
Seasons

 The Louisiana Wildlife and 
Fisheries Commission, during 
their May 3 monthly meeting, 
approved two notices of in-
tent (NOI) that included two 
amendments for the 2012-14 
hunting seasons and the 2012-
13 Wildlife Management Area 
(WMA) hunting season.

Notable changes to the up-
coming hunting seasons in-
clude modifying the primitive 
firearm definition by removing 
the pre-1900 designation, allow-
ing the take of rabbits, squirrels, 

and outlaw quadrupeds with 
air rifles, modifying the hunt-
ing season for lands within the 
Morganza Floodway from I-10 
south within the protection 
levees of the Atchafalaya Basin 
and providing increased deer 
hunting opportunity in Area 5. 
In addition, the season limit for 
deer for the 2013-14 season was 
changed to allow for the take of 
no more than 3 antlered deer or 
4 antlerless deer.

The first amendment to the 
original NOI for the 2012-13 
General-WMA Hunting Regu-
lations allows for changing the 
firearm language specific for 
the take of raccoon and opos-
sum to be consistent with the 
firearms legal to take small 
game, making .22 caliber or 
smaller legal.

A second amendment will 
allow for a bird dog train-
ing area in Kisatchie National 
Forest, on that portion of the 
Vernon Unit of the Calcasieu 
Ranger District known as the 
“dove field”, to allow for bird 
dog training year round, except 
during turkey season.


