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portant to note that both fishing 
and public access are being re-
stricted at these sites until July 
1, and starting this year the use 
of watercraft on all Sand Creek 
WMA waters will be restricted 
until July 15.

“Access is being restricted, 
because nesting swans are gen-
erally intolerant of disturbance 
by humans, especially with 
younger pairs or nests estab-
lished in areas of low human 
activity,” Sand Creek WMA 
Manager Eric Anderson said.

This is the 19th year that 
IDFG has closed these ponds 
for the opening weekend of 
fishing season.

“Without the closures, 
chances are good that human 
disturbance would cause the 
swans to abandon their nests, 
resulting in a loss of production 
for the year,” Anderson said.

An additional access modi-
fication was started two years 
ago when the use of watercraft 
was prohibited on all of the 
WMA waters until July 15. The 
mid-July date is recommended 
by the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Ser-
vice as the date that affords the 
greatest potential for waterfowl 
in the intermountain region to 
fledge successfully. 

The cooperation of sports-
men at Sand Creek will help in-
sure the success of the recovery 
efforts. The remainder of the 
WMA is open to the public, and 
anglers are invited to enjoy fish-
ing at Ponds 1 and 2 and Blue 
Creek Reservoir. Area users are 
asked to respect all wildlife, es-
pecially nesting waterfowl, and 
obey all posted closures. 

Updated hunt planner, 
open data page available 

online
Idaho Fish and Game has 

updated the Hunt Planner for 
the 2012-2013 hunting seasons. 

The Hunt Planner is an 
interactive online tool that al-
lows hunters to search for and 
create maps for hunting areas of 
interest. It is available at http://
fishandgame.idaho.gov/ifwis/
huntplanner/.

Hunters simply answer a 
few questions about what game 
they would like to hunt, how, 
where and when they would 
like to hunt it, and a list of all 
the available hunts that meet 
their criteria will be generated.

They can then select a hunt 
area from this list, and the Hunt 
Planner will create a map that 
can be printed or provide links 
to an interactive map that can 
be customized further.

The Hunt Planner also gen-
erates helpful information for 
the hunt area selected, such as: 

General season harvest sta-
tistics.

How to get there and 
current road condition.

In addition, hunters may 
download current and past 
controlled hunt boundaries, 
from the Idaho Fish and Wild-
life Information System “Open 
Data” page at https://fishand-
game.idaho.gov/ifwis/portal/
opendata. The information can 
be viewed in Google Earth and 
GIS programs.

Hunters can also download 
data for game management 
units, elk and wolf manage-
ment zones, generalized game 
animal distributions and cur-
rent and past Access Yes! prop-
erty boundaries.
Team works with idaho 
f&g to preserve wildlife 

habitat
Idaho Department of Fish 

and Game is getting some help 
from an AmeriCorps National 
Civilian Community Corps 
team to improve wildlife habi-
tat in the Boise River area this 
spring.

The team will be serving on 
various projects until May 10, 
and will assist Fish and Game 
staff members at two wildlife 
management areas - the Boise 
River and Cecil D. Andrus 
WMAs - to improve the areas.

Near Boise, the team will 
be helping with fence construc-
tion and repair, repairing dam-
aged roads, and planting silver 
sagebrush, a desirable wildlife 
forage plant. Fish and Game 
has 10,000 sagebrush seedlings 
that need to be planted, and the 
team plans to get as many done 
as possible. Fish and Game also 
needs to have some entrance 
gates repaired and painted for 
the upcoming summer.

Project work near Cam-
bridge includes construction 
and repair of fencing, native 
shrub planting and removal of 
exotic weeds, installing blue-
bird boxes, removing downed 
trees that are blocking roads 
and trails, and repairing creek 
crossings.

“I’m looking forward to 
working with the Fish and 
Game department and learn-
ing about the wildlife of Idaho 
while connecting with the com-
munities of Southern Idaho,” 
corps member Kristen Dyke 
said.

AmeriCorps NCCC is a 
full-time, residential, national 
service program in which 1,200 
young adults serve nation-
wide each year. During their 
10-month term, corps members 
- all 18 to 24 years old - work 
on teams of eight to 12 on 
projects related to natural and 
other disasters, infrastructure 
improvement, environmental 
stewardship and conservation, 
energy conservation, and urban 
and rural development.

Young hunters have 
a blast at kamiah’s 

flying-b ranch
It has often been said that 

young people are the future.
Young hunters are also the 

future of conservation and the 
hunting tradition. By intro-
ducing our youth to the joys 
of hunting at an early age, we 
can ensure the future of hunt-
ing and conservation remains 
strong.

Some dedicated Idahoans 
are doing just that. 

Thanks to the generous 
donation from the Flying-B 
Ranch, National Wild Turkey 
Federation, and Idaho Depart-
ment of Fish and Game (IDFG), 
26 orange-clad young hunters 
were recently provided a free 
upland game hunting and safe-

ty clinic at the Flying-B Ranch 
near Kamiah.

Recently graduating from 
hunter education courses 
taught in Grangeville, Nez 
Perce and Riggins, the youth 
were selected for their out-
standing behavior, class par-
ticipation and positive attitude.

The Flying-B Ranch is a pri-
vate hunting preserve near Ka-
miah that has some of the best 
pheasant and chukar hunting 
in the country. Ranch owner, 
Bob Burlingame, donated his 
entire facility, clay targets, game 
birds, professional staff and 
dogs for the day. Several IDFG 
conservation officers provided 
instruction and supervision, 
and the National Wild Turkey 
Federation provided the am-
munition. 

The eventful day started 
with a safety presentation and 
hunting demonstration by 
ranch personnel, followed by 
an introduction to the Flying-
B’s world class pointing dogs. 
Next, the students received 
detailed instruction in shotgun 
shooting and each practiced 
their shooting skills at fast fly-
ing targets at the sporting clay 
range.

Anxious to begin what they 
were promised, the youth were 
then divided into groups con-
sisting of four hunters. Each 
hunt group was supervised by 
a dog handler and at least two 
adult mentors. Parents were 
also welcome to follow along 
as the young hunters put their 
knowledge and newly devel-
oped skills to practice pursuing 
both chukar and pheasant.

For safety reasons, only two 
youth hunters in the group 
were allowed to load their gun 
as their intense hunting dog 
pointed a hiding bird. An in-
structor was with each student 
as the bird flushed to assure a 
safe shot. More impressive than 
some of the outstanding shots 
the students made were the po-
tential shots not taken because 
of safety issues.

“This is our sixth annual All 
Star Hunt at the Flying-B” said 
event organizer, George Fischer, 
IDFG District Conservation Of-
ficer. “It’s a challenge, but it’s 
priceless to see the kids face 
light up with their first clay tar-
get or feel the excitement when 
they approach a dog on point.”

The clinic’s overall goal was 
to promote a better understand-
ing and interest in hunting and 
wildlife conservation that will 
help assure hunting’s future. 
Principles of safe hunting and 
ethics were also reinforced 
through the close supervision 
provided by the adult mentors. 

When youngsters are given 
the opportunity at one-on-one, 
hands-on hunting experiences 
and training in the field, all of 
the aspects of the hunting tra-
dition including ethics, safety, 
and responsibility are likely to 
be passed on. 

“There’s really no better 
way to introduce a kid to safe, 
ethical and responsible aspects 
of hunting than with the close 
supervision of an adult men-
tor,” says Fischer.

Some youth who are inter-
ested in hunting have never 
been around people who hunt. 


